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was laid before the Houſe of Lords this ſeſ- 4. 
ſion of Parliament, it may not be improper 
to inſert it here. 8 


\ S the following ſtate of the national debt State of the 


To the right honourable the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, in Parliament aſſembled. 


A ſtate of the national debt, provided or unprovided 
for by Parliament, as it ſtood 3 1 December 1733, 
and 31 December 1734, together with an account 
of the produce of the ſinking-fund in that year, and 
to the payment of what debts contracted before 25th 
of December 1716, the ſaid fund has been applied. 


Vol. XIII. 


2 

en 

N 

A 

4 © © 000fzit 
© © obz*6or + 
8 9 801191 

8 

& 0 8 665S*6r1 

< | 

MH 

SS = 00 001801 

fa) 

2 

< 60 ffo'lfg*r 

— 

4 7 4 7 

— 5811 


1@ Þ if 2 
uodn 3qap [euor} 


eu oi Jo unouy 


o © 006 


'p *r 7 


uuf. L pe} 3 
uſa yo Pied 


[YI 


| 


Y1 


| 


1 
l 


, Jo 
992 
YELL 
93 40 
2} 
uso 
PHD 


o © ooo ⁊ 18 


© © o6z*<60r1- 
8 9 801191 


to g 66þ*ofr 


o 0 o01˙801 3 


6 o EfolEger 


7 
88 
"IF Jo YIE a 


uodn 3qap [euon 
eu 2yz zo zunow'y 


7 * 


Annuities 


8 N det 
12402) ,9 Yer ard am uo sanmuuy 
i: *'O141 A- uo omdꝗ 
u 41d umm!) 4d 156 we snmuuy 

sep Aq uf uaſſ? s a rνν 

T2ye Zufufewuor wng 2y3 Jule 841 
22443 10 o uodn ajqr4ed Sanmuuy 

8 poꝛinqumuoo 

mung ſ euro q Juraq *diyzzoataing 


Jo 3yauaq yam e 10g e nuuy 


*Aurdwoy 27g qinog 
n 03 paqrnyqryun pus Poynqryuca 
wng [eu131o 2yz3 zo 1Ipueway 
213 Juraq sul L uo 20 Sanmuyy 


YJYAQOATHOXA 


o o oo 3 
o O 000fQ0gtt 


o Oo ooοιοο 
oO O ogofoog4 


© O ooo & 


o o 000fQOrtt 3 


0 000%00t1 | 
I 61 £6£*/þi 


DEBATES. 


7 © gogflir o o doof 
o © o000%G0F 


o Oo oo Z 


* 


'nun4d 117 
»4022) eg n tnbigoy 7 dunedurd 10 
n g ag leuft o 21243, VO 
| wwe 184 


purſduꝗ 
*Puidry ou 
oo pur ,9 r 12479 044 pur *5:2a27 
114423 H, © wawenaeq jo he o Ag 
udo v2 -ofp . 


r ouny” ponunuoo jej uo Sn a 
*£L1 cuuy” p) ei uo n 
*1E lx x84 
od 20% un % JE we nν,jE] = 
*poJueyIx3 
19 pio yo h 203 3no IpTUs 2 
9 Cr 


genen KS e safe nA 2y3 uo si nb 


O 


ey 
— 


A. 1735. 


7 5 r7g*l£ 


* 
* 


* 


5. 
Pl 
WES + 
[5 


"unzuary 4d 41) ye $21nuaq 
-Ip £,494doy/149.9 18 pur na uo mu 


+3 


A. 1735. 


8 


yu ge wy, wr» * 
” 
— 
os 


0 9 6 1787 1780 t6 1 —— of 80 r ooo | t6 01 6ESE6E<Lþ | Se Tp 


1 $4 t 1 | 
29 $S Corrott6r|ig + 7 3˙98 N OI 5 oi — 2 * 


25 1 


| 4... urdunry eng dung 

0 © ooo oog | 0 © ooo og 7 181¹ _ * - — 

ooOC OST i | | 0 o ooo o STT N 7 tub 00 5 [ . M 
; oO © 000%0S 41 3 61 {1 Sop-ipo7 oui seo 30 Aznp 


PARLIAMENTARY 
O 
O 


o O ooοο t | | aq uo paBiryd e t ih je snmuuy 
O O ooo οο ä FF o Oo ooo Aurduioo ↄ⸗g- meg dq; Jo pajeyaang 
25 75 1 ; ' ve 7 | 7. 5 4 7 A 


— DD —.— — — — 
— — — . p r «. werorw yy ——a — — ” 

= — = - — 2 : — — - ? 
— — == 5 — — REP 


21 
[i a 


: 91 428.69 * g it i eour IN | 
22 . pp 17811 | 
p. p o ye ard aq 
mw 2 01 +6446 ; uo Sehn an 30 SD | 
2 -yop od pod ayJewox, ix £ orb 
34 71 189 *102142yz YI421ur o L 
<! Au 
n i8 7 78898 Jes vag -qmog 243 o 
Q00*f000*tI ay33ea duo) OT, 
2 — po K. 
2 | N 30 JaYLIE} Ul CEL. 
AQ ir rer ur Xe3 puri 211 jo S2RAPUuaN 
-yoP och pood ayxew ©, 
Aarxu 213 Jo aqap 2y3 | 
+5 3u131eyaj1p pur yo 2ufed 
|» 1*1 {SP12ao} pur 105 JUIWEN Ae 
— I Aq poʒuvid 000f007*1 111 or 161777 
D jo urd uf pred x 
7 "7 7 2 *o . 7 
2 0 *D41u07) 4a l 


. 


Tz E G6rfors © duo \g * 
r $ 8678 age 


pum an 

4 01 8895815 L.. an u 

ma? Ly 
, Jo YIe MI 
Dug Eft 41 , o 
yiE 2yz use 
puny Juryuy q Ja 
2onpoad aqꝛ o 

> lr 

2 Jo i q ue 
puny Juryury 
n Jo qꝰ 


9 


unbe- A 


53 


— . Ae yg III 2 — — — ans 
— — = = — - - ——— — —ä— — 2 —— — — = — FRA ones —_— — — — 
— Enoer — —— — -- — — — — — — — — — — . —— - rr or — £ 
CNT. STi = * = — — — ut ag p4 - EEE — — K 2 = * 
— — 5 EEE EEE == — ; . N 
* — F _= 4 *—— A 0 


— ”- 
— — — 
— — —— 
— — ———— — 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1735. 
N Monday the 17th of February, Walter 
Plummer, Eſq; moved the Houſe of Commons, 
That the Poſt-maſter General might be ordered to 
© lay before that houſe, a copy of his Majeſty's 
< warrant, whereby letters were permitted to pals 
© free of the duty payable upon poſt letters; which 
copy was accordingly laid before the houſe upon the 
19th; and upon the 26th, the ſame gentleman 
moved, That it might be taken into conſideration.” 
The warrant being accordingly read, the houſe pro- 
ceeded to take ir into conſideration ; upon which oc- 
caſion, complaints were made by ſeveral members, 
that their letters were not only charged at the poſt- 
office, but that they were often broke open and pe- 
ruſed by the clerks ; and that this practice of break- 
ing open letters, was become ſo frequent, and was 
ſo publickly known, that the very end for which that 
liberty was given to the poſt-maſters, was intirely 
diſappointed ; for the intention being at firſt to diſ- 
cover any treaſonable correſpondence that might be 
carried on againſt the government, that intention was 
rendered altogether vain, becauſe by the practice of 
opening letters being ſo frequent, and ſo well known, 
it was certain, that no man would carry on any 
treaſonable correſpondence by means of the poſt- 
office ; ſo that the liberty given to break open letters 
at the poſt-office, could now ſerve no purpoſe, but 
to enable the little clerks about that office, to pry 
into the private affairs of every merchant, and of 
every gentleman in the ene Ke At laſt it was 
inſiſted, that the warrant then laid before the houſe, 
was not the laſt warrant granted by his Majeſty, nor 
the warrant by which the poſt-maſters then acted; 
and therefore it was moved, That a Committee 
ſhould be appointed to inquire into that affair. 


This motion was ſapported by Edward Liſte, Eſaz 
member for Marlborough in Wiltſhire, George Heath- 
cote, Eilq; William Pulteney, Elq; Kobert * 
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Eſq; and Mr. Alderman Perry; and it was a little 
oppoſed by Sir Robert Walpole and Henry Pelham, 
Eſq; but at laſt they agreed to the motion, provid- 
ing that Committee ſhould not inquire into any thing 
that might tend to the diſcovering of any of the ſe- 
crets of the government: And a Committee was 
appointed accordingly. 


N the 28th of March, Mr. Plummer reported, 
O from the ſaid Committee, That they had 
examined the matter to them referred, and had di- 
rected him to report the ſame, as it appeared to 
them, together with their reſolutions thereupon, to 
© the houſe; which report being read, and deliver- 
ed in at the table, the ſame was taken into conſide- 
ration on the 16th day of April, and the reſolutions 
of the Committee were as follow, viz. 


Reſolved, 
* That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
the privilege of franking letters by the knights, 
citizens and burgeſſes, choſen to repreſent the Com- 


* mons in Parliament, began with the erecting a 


* poſt-office within this Kingdom, by act of Par- 


© ltament, 


© 2. That all letters (not exceeding two ounces) 
< ſigned by the proper hand of, or directed to any 
member of this houſe, during the fitting of every 
« ſeſſion of Parliament, and forty days before and 
« forty days after every ſummons or prorogation, 
* ought to be carried and delivered freely and ſafely 
from all parts of Great- Britain and Ireland, with- 
out any charge or poſtage, 


© 3. That it is an high infringement of the pri- 

* vilege of the knights, citizens and burgeſſes, cho- 
* ſen to repreſent the Commons of Great-Britain in 
s Parliament, for any poſt- » his deputics or 
1 agents, 


Their report 
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© apents, in Great Britain or Ireland, to detain or de- 
© lay, open or look into, by any means whatſoever, 
© any letter directed to, or ſigned by the proper 
© hand of any member, without an expreſs warrant 
© in writing, under the hand of one of the principal 
< ſecretaries of ſtate, for every ſuch detaining, de- 
* laying, opening, or looking into. 


© 4. That all letters direfted to any member of 
© this houſe, at any place within the bills of mor- 
< tality, be carried by the proper officers of the 
c poſt-office, to the houſe or lodgings of ſuch mem- 
c ber, or to the lobby of the Houſe of Commons. 


© 5, That it is a notorious breach of the privilege 
© of the Houſe of Commons, for any perſon to coun- 
© terfeit the hand, or put the name of any member 
of the Houſe of Commons upon any letter, in or- 
< der to prevent its being charged with the duty of 
6 poſtage. | 


© 6. That ſuch perſons as ſhall preſume to do 


© the ſame, ought to be proceeded apainſt with the 


* utmoſt ſeverity.? 


The firſt two of theſe reſolutions were that day 
agreed to, and on the 25th of the fame month, the 


third reſolution was amended thus. 


That it is an high infringement of the privilege 
of the knights, citizens and burgeſſes, choſen to 
repreſent the Commons of Great-Britain in Parlia- 
ment, for any poſt-maſter, his deputies or agents, 
in Great-Britain or Ireland, to open or look into, 
by any means whatſoever, any letter directed to, 
or ſigned by the proper hand of any member, 
without an expreſs warrant in writing, under the 


a © > a ©» 


hand of one of the principal ſecretaries of ſtate, 


for every ſuch opening, or looking into, or to de- 
+ tain or delay any letter, directed to, or _ 
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« with the name of any member, unleſs there ſhall 
be juſt reaſon to ſuſpe& ſome counterfeit of it, 
« without an expreſs warrant of a principal ſecretary 
« of ſtate as aforeſaid, for every ſuch detaining or 
« delaying.” 


Then the three other reſolutions were ſeverally 
read a ſecond time, and agreed to, without any a- 
mendment, 


N the 21ſt of February, the houſe went again Farther 50- 
into a Committee of the whole houſe, to con- gone 

ſider farther of the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, t-offupely. 
when they came to ſeveral reſolutions, which were 

on the 24th agreed to by the houſe, and were as 

follow, viz. | 


That a ſum, not exceeding 213,7 101. 65. 5d. 
* halfpenny, be*granted to his Majeſty, for maintain- 
* ing his Majeſty's forces and garriſons in the plan- 
« tations, Minorca and Gibraltar, and for proviſions 
for the garriſons at Anapolis Royal, Canſo, Placen- 
* tia and Gibraltar, for the year 1735. 

That a ſum, not exceeding 10,2730. 15. 7d. 
farthing, be granted to his Majeſty, for defray- 
ing ſeveral extraordinary expences and ſervices, 
incurred Anno 17 34, and not provided for by Par- 
+ lament. | 

That a ſum, not exceeding. 18,8507. gs. 24. 
be granted to his Majeſty, upon account, for 
* out-penſioners of Chelſea hoſpital, for the year 
$ 1735. wr. 


Immediately after theſe reſolutions were agreed to, — 
Sir William Wyndbam ſtood up, and moved to read mitte, to 
the journal of the houſe of the gth of December, in inquire into 


accounts 


the ad year of the reign of King William and Queen of the navy. 


Mary, in relation to the report from the committee, 


to whom the conſideration of the eſtimates and ae- 
| counts 


10 


Argument 
tor it. 
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counts relating to the army, navy and treaſury, were 


referred, which was accordingly read. Then he 
moved to read the journal of the houſe of the gth day 
of November, in the third year of the reign of their 
ſaid Majeſties, in relation to the appointment of a 
committee, to inſpect the eſtimate of the charge of 
their Majeſty's navy for the year 1692; and the 
fame being then read accordingly, he then mov- 
ed, * That the ordinary eſtimate of his Majeſty's 


_ © navy for the year 1735, might be referred to the 


* conſideration of a ſelect committee, and that they 


* ſhould examine the ſame, and report the facts with 
their opinion thereupon to the houſe,” 


The argument in ſupport of this motion was in 
ſubſtance as follows, viz. 


Sir, when J reflect upon the long peace this na- 
tion has had the good fortune to enjoy, I am ſur- 
priſed to conſider how bad an uſe has been made 
of it by the public, how ſmall a part of our pub- 
lic debts has in all that time been paid off; but 
when 1 conſider the vaſt ſums that have been year- 


people have not been made quite free of any one 
tax which the preceeding war brought upon them, 
nor any tax, except one only, in the leaft dimi- 


hend how it was poſſible, in every year of this long 
term of peace and tranquillity, to find ſo much as 
plauftble pretences for putting the nation to ſuch 
a vaſt expence z and I muſt think, if our Parlia- 
ments, for theſe twenty years paſt, had followed 
the laudable example laid down in the precedents 
now read to you, and had always appointed a ſe- 
ect committee, to conſider and examine the eſti- 
mates yearly laid before them, it would not have 


© been poſſible to prevail with them to agree that ſuch 


© an expence was neceflary, 


© This, 


ly raiſed in all that time, when J conſider that the | 


niſhed, I am really aſtoniſhed: I cannot compre- 
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This, Sir, I wiſh had been done by every Par- 
© liament, not only for theſe twenty years paſt, but 
by every Parliament ſince the Revolution: But as 
it is never too late to do well, and as this is the 
« firſt ſeſſion of a new Parliament, I hope we ſhall 
begin to follow that example which was ſhewn by 
« the firſt Parliament after the Revolution. I ho 
it will not be faid, but that Parliament had as 
good reaſon to put a confidence in the adminiſtra- 
« tion as this Parliament has, or as any Parliament 
had ſince that time; and yet we find that Parlia- 
ment, in their very firſt ſeſſion, paſſing an act, and 
by ballot appointing commiſſioners, for taking and 
« examining the accounts of all public monies, and 
« reſolving that no perſon ſhould be one of thoſe 
« commiſſioners, who had any office of profit, or 
« was accountable to their Majeſties; and their care 
0 
C 


of the public money, in their ſecond and third ſeſ- 

ſions, we may collect from the journals now read 
© to us, For this reaſon I am convinced, that what 
© TI am now to propoſe cannot be reflected on, as 
ſhewing the leaſt diſreſpect to his Majeſty, or as 
* tending to ſhew a diffidence in our preſent admi- 
© niſtration. It is only ſhewing that prudent care of 
the people's money, which we ought always to 
© ſhew as their repreſentatives, even tho* there were 
no particular reaſon for our being ſo careful. 

« But at preſent, Sir, we have a particular and a 
very melancholy reaſon for reſuming the ancient 
© uſage of Parliament: It is well known, that eſti- 
mates have been every year laid before this houſe, 
© of all the expences which were then ſuppoſed to be 
* neceſſary for the enſuing year; and notwithſtand- 
© ing thoſe eſtimates were very extraordinary, and 
* much larger than were ever before uſual in this 
nation, yet in every year ample proviſion has been 
© made for the expences of the enſuing year,conform 
to the eſtimates that had been laid before the 2 * 
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© This is known to every man, and every man that 
does know it muſt think it very odd, that in fo 


c 
* 
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ſmall a number of years, ſuch a great debt ſhould 


be contracted as is at preſent due upon account of 


our navy; but it muſt appear ſtill more ſurpriſing 
when we conſider, that in every ſeſſion of Parlia 
ment, accounts have been laid, or ought to have 
been laid before this houſe, of the deficiencies, if 
any, of all former grants, and likewiſe of all ſer- 
vices incurred, and not provided for by Parliament. 
If ſuch accounts had been fully laid before this 
houſe, and rightly conſidered, they would cer- 
tainly have been examined into in every ſucceeding 
ſeſſion 3 the deficiencies, if real, would then cer- 
tainly have been made good; and the ſervices, if 
found to have been neceſſarily incurred, would cer- 
tainly have been provided for, out of the firſt and 


readieſt of the grants made for the ſervice of the 


next enſuing year. 
This, Sir, is the natural and the only proper 
way of providing for all deficiencies, and for all 
ſervices incurred and not provided for by the for- 
mer ſeſſion of Parliament : While this method is 
regularly purſued, the ſtrength of the nation is not 
impaired by loading poſterity with debts and mort- 
gages, nor can the people be ſo eaſily prevailed on 
to ſubmit to any extravagant and unneceſſary ex- 
pence z and the facts being freſh in every man's 
memory, if any fraud or fallacy be artfully couch- 
ed under any of the articles of the accounts given 
in, it may be eaſily diſcovered; but when the 
nation is thus ſecretly run in debt, the ſtrength of 
it is daily impaired ; the people being ignorant of 
their expence, cannot find fault with any of thoſe 
extravagant meaſures which occaſioned that ex- 
pence 3 and when accounts are brought into this 
uſe in ſuch a heap, and after the tranſactions to 
which they relate have been all paſt and forgotten, 


it is then impoſſible for gentlemen, who 
; £ 
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them only at the table, to diſcover the falſhood of 
any of the articles, or the fallacies that may be 
« praCtiſed in the manner of ſtating the accounts. 
Upon ſuch a flight view, Sir, as I have taken of 
* the accounts now upon the table, it is not poſſible 
for me to enter into the particular articles; but 
I cannot help taking notice of one article, which 
to me appears to be a very extraordinary one, 
There is one article of near 2 30, oo0 J. charged, 
« not for the building of ſhips, but for the building 
of houſes; whether ſuch houſes were neceſſary, I 
* ſhall not now pretend to determine, but if the 
« were, I think it is too large a ſum for any mini- 
© ſter, or for any adminiſtration to have expended, 
* withouta previous authority from Parliament; and 
that I am ſure was never ſo much as aſked for. 
* What the preſent age may think of ſuch a ſum, or 
* what the gentlemen of this houſe may think of ſuch 
* a ſum I do not know; but I am ſure our anceſ- 
> 
8 
c 
C 
o 
* 
c 
« 
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tors, even thoſe of the very laſt age, would have 
been extremely ſhy of loading the people with at 
leaſt a ſix-pence in the pound upon all the lands in 
Great-Britain, for no other purpoſe, but that of 
building houſes for the commiſſioners and other 
officers belonging to the admiralty; and I muſt 
think it a little extraordinary to ſee miniſters, of 
their own heads, undertake to do that, which even 
Parliaments of old would ſcarcely have undertaken 
to have done, It is true, Parliaments have of late 
become very good-natured, they have put great 
truſt and confidence in miniſters, and have gene- 
rally, I ſhall not ſay blindly, approved of all mi- 
niſterial meaſures: This may, perhaps, have made 
© miniſters preſume a little farther than they would 
«* otherwiſe have done; but I am very ſure that in 
© former times, nay, till very lately, no miniſter 
c would have dared to have drawn the nation into 
« ſuch an expence, without an authority from Par- 
« liament for ſo doing. "E 1 
g 6 
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This article would, I believe, Sir, have appear- 
< ed a little extraordinary, in the moſt flouriſhing 
< circumſtances that ever this nation was in; but in 


dur preſent circumſtances, when the people are 


< -groaning under heavy taxes, when moſt of thoſe 
taxes are already engaged for the payment of our 
« debts, I muſt think it highly extravagant. We 
ought to make our eſtate our own, we ought to 
free it from thoſe mortgages that are upon it, be- 
fore we think of beautifying it with ſumptuous 
and coftly buildings. However, Sir, let me ſup- 
poſe that this expence was no way extravagant, 
that it was abſolutely neceſſary, yet ſtill it ought 
to have been provided for by Parliament before 
it was undertaken, or at leaſt it ought to have 
been provided for by the very next ſeſſion after it 
was laid out: In that caſe the Parliament would 
probably have taken care to have ſaved as much 
upon ſome other article: By that means our be- 
< ing, involved in ſo heavy a debt as. we are at pre- 
ſent, would have been prevented, ang we would 
have been in a more tolerable condition for act- 
ing that part, which the preſent circumſtances off 
Europe may make incumbent upon us to under- 
ITbe revenues of a nation, Sir, which always a- 
riſe from thoſe taxes the people are abliged to pay, 
may properly be compared to the revenues of a 
private gentleman's eſtate; and every gentleman 
Who has a regard to his family, or to his own cre- 
dit, will certainly proportion his expence and way 
of living to the revenues of his eſtate, taking care 
do fave as much yearly as may be neceſſary for pro- 
vliding for the younger children of his family, and 
for anſwering thoſe contingent expences, which fu- 
ture accidents or misfortunes may probably bring 
*© him into: Such a gentleman will conſider, 
- © that if, by his way of living, or by any expenſiye 


project, he "ſpends more than the, yearly mA | 
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of his eſtate may, according to this computation, 
© anſwer, he muſt yearly deſtroy a part of his eſtate ; 
© and that the greater this ſurplus is, the ſooner his 
« eſtate and family will be ruined. Let us ſuppoſe, 
then, that ſuch a gentleman had deſired his ſteward 
to fit down and compute the method and manner 
© how he was to live, the number of ſervants he was 
to maintain, and the equipage he was to keep up, 
© ſo as not to ſpend yearly more than the revenue of 
his eſtate could bear, allowing ſo much yearly for 
children's proviſions, for paying off mortgages, if 
he had any upon his eſtate, and for future contin- 
« gencies: Suppoſe this ſteward had preſcribed ſuch 
© a manner of living, and had for ſeveral years fed 
bim up in the notion, that he was ſpending no 
more yearly than his eſtate could bear; but at laſt 
brings him in a terrible account of expences incur- 
red and debts contracted, by the manner of living 
* which he himſelf had preſcribed, and gravely tells 
him, he muſt fel] or mortgage one of his beſt ma- 
© nors for paying off thoſe debts : What would ſuch 
© a ſteward deſerve ? What treatment could he ex- 
« pect to meet with? Surely he muſt at leaſt expect 
© all his accounts to be canvaſſed, and examined in 
© the ſtricteſt manner, and that his maſter would ne- 
© yer place a confidence in any of his ſchemes or 
calculations for the future. 

* The caſe, Sir, is the ſame with this nation at 
© preſent: We have been cajoled and made believe, 
that what we were ſpending yearly was no more 
than the taxes yearly raiſed would anſwer : Theſe 
© taxes have been chearfully granted by Parliament, 
and as chearfully paid by the people, in full ex- 
© peCtation that theſe were all that were neceſſary for 
* anſwering our annual expence; but now, Sir, when 
* we are in danger of being brought imo a great and 


_ © unforeſeen expence; e are told that we have run 


much in arrear, that a great debt has been con- 
* tradted, and that, for the payment of this debt, we 


muſt 
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+ © muſt either mortgage thoſe funds which ought to 
be reſerved for a time of danger, or we muſt lay 
violent and impious hands upon thoſe funds which 
have been long ago declared ſacred, and religiouſ- 

ly appropriated for relieving us from thoſe heavy Þ# 

, we at preſent groan under. While we 

are members of this houſe, Sir, we are the truſtees * 

and the guardians of the people; and when the 
people have been ſo much cajoled and deceived, 3 

© when they have been thus inſenſibly run into a 
heavy and unexpected arrear, ſhall we approve - 

of the accounts of thoſe ſervices, by which that 
_ © arrear has been occaſioned, without examining 

* ſtrictly into every article? I muſt think we 

© are both in honour and conſcience, bound to 
examine them in the ſtrictect manner, and there- 

fore I ſhall beg leave to move, Sc. (as before 

mentioned.) | | A" 


Jo this it was anſwered as follows, viz. 
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Anſwer, « Sir, the affairs of Europe, and the various inci- 
« dents that have occurred fince the famous peace of 
* Utrecht, are ſo freſh in every man's memory, that 
© I think it very unneceſſary to enter into any parti- 
© cular detail of them; and therefore I ſhall only ob- 
« ſerve in general, that every man, who knows any 

thing of the hiſtory of Europe for theſe laſt twen- 
ty years, may very caſily give a reaſon why We 
have not been able to pay off any very conſidera- 
< ble part of our public debts. There was no me- 
- © thod of paying off honeſtly and fairly any of our 
© debts formerly contracted, but by increaſing the 
public revenue, or ſaving a part yearly of that 
* which had before been eſtabliſhed ; and any gen- 
- ©-tleman who will attend to our conduct for theſe F« 
« laſt twenty years will ſee, and muſt acknowledge, 
that both theſe methods have been purſued as much 
; 1 as It was poſſible, . We AI If 
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lic revenue by impoſing any new taxes, for our 


people think they are already burdened with 
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too many; and if any ſuch method had been pro- 
poſed, it would certainly have been oppoſed, per- 
haps by ſome of thoſe gentlemen who now find 
fault with ſo ſmall a part of our debts having been 
paid off: The only other method of increaſing the 
public revenue was, by having the taxes carefully 
collected, and thereby endeavouring to increaſe the 
produce of each; and this has been purſued with 
the utmoſt care and induſtry, inſomuch that moſt 
of our taxes produce more now than they did twen- 


ty years ago. 


With reſpect to the ſaving a part of the public 
revenue which had been before eſtabliſhed, it could 
be done no other way than by reducing the intereſt 
payable to the creditors of the public, or by re- 
ducing the public annual expence: The firſt of 
theſe methods, I believe it will be acknowledg- 
ed, has been purſued with great induſtry, and, 
luckily for the nation, with great ſucceſs ; and no 
man can with juſtice ſay, that for theſe twenty 
years paſt the nation has been put to any expence, 
but what was abſolutely neceſſary, according to the 
circumſtances the affairs of Europe, or the affairs 
of the nation were in at the time; nor has it been 
put to any expence but what was regularly laid 
before the Parliament, and always approved of 
by Parliament; ſo that the finding fault with any 
part of our conduct for theſe twenty years paſt, 
is not really finding fault wich the conduct of our 
miniſters, but with the conduct of King and Par- 
liament. 2x8 4 | 

I ſhall agree with the honourable gentlemen, 
Sir, that eſtimates have been every year laid be- 
tore the houſe, of what was then ſuppoſed to be 
neceſſary for the ſervice of the enſuing year; and 


* I hope they will agree with me that it was right to 
do ſo; but I never heard that the gentlemen who 


Vol. XIII. C com- 
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. © computed thoſe eſtimates, and laid them before Par- 
© liament, pretended to be infallible ; and as they ne- 
ver pretended to be ſo, they have often found they * 
vere not; the eſtimates they have given in have been 
found to be deficient, ſome of the neceſſary ſervices 
have been ſometimes omitted, or the ſum thereby 
* allotted, have been found not ſufficient foranſwering 
the ſervices for which they were appointed, and this 
is one of the reaſons why ſo large a debt now appears 
to be due on account of the navy: Another rea- 
« ſon is, that the funds appointed by Parliament, for 
< raiſing thoſe ſums which were yearly granted by 
© them for the ſervice of the navy, have been al- 
< ways found deficient; and a third reaſon is, that 
the Parliament have often found it neceſſary, for 
the ſafety of the nation, to give his Majeſty votes 
of credit, in purſuance of which ſome additional 
© expences have been incurred, above what were 
mentioned in the eſtimates yearly given in at the be- 
ginning of the ſeſſion; and asſuchexpences were ge- 
* nerally incurred, by making additions to our navy, 
© (which is the natural defence of this nation, in all 
times of danger) it has greatly increaſed the debt due 
© on account of our navy, and is one of the chief rea- 
« ſoris why that debt is now become ſo conſiderable. * 
All theſe deficiencies, as ſoon as they were 
* known, have been every year regularly laid be- 
fore Parliament; ſome of thoſe accounts relating 
© to the navy debt, which are now upon your table, 
© have been for ſeveral years ſucceſſively laid upon 
« your table, and all of them, except ſome few ar- 
« ticles which have lately accrued, were laid before 
«© the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament; but, for what reaſons 
© I ſhall not pretend to determine, the Parliament 
never thought fit to provide for thoſe deficiencies, | 
© or to pay off any part of that debt which has been 
1 though I muſt ſuppoſe that, 
© as the accounts were regularly laid before Parlia- 
ment, when the facts and the tranſactions to which 


they 


« thereby 
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they related were freſh in every man's memory, 


« if any error or fallacy could have been pointed 
* out, or if any objection could have been made to 
any one of the articles, it would not only have 


«een takes noni of inthis houls, Inrwenid heave 
i been made a ſubject for clamour over the whole 


nation; for there always have been, and I hope 
there will always be, a great number of gentlemen 
jn this houſe, not only capable, but ready and wil- 
ling to diſcover any falſhoods or fallacies, that may 
be artfully foiſted into our public accounts; and if 
any ſuch diſcovery had been made, our tranſac- 
tions are not ſo ſecret, but thoſe who are diſaffect- 
© ed to his Majeſty's family and government, or 
« diſcontented with the adminiſtration, might have 
« got hold of the diſcovery, and would certainly 
have from thence endeavoured to have raiſed a 
popular clamour, at leaſt, againſt the adminiſtra- 
* tion: For this reaſon I muſt ſuppoſe, that all the 
accounts upon your table have already been ſuffi- 
© ciently canvaſſed; and therefore I cannot think 
there is any occaſion for appointing a ſelect com- 
«* mittee for that purpoſe. 

As for the article, Sir, which the hon. gentle- 
men have been pleaſed to diſtinguiſh by a parti- 
* cular remark z it is certain that es, docks, 
* dock-yards, and magazines, are as for 
the ſupport of our navy as ſhips of war; it is 
© as neceſſary to rebuild the former, when fallen to 


decay, as it is neceſſary to rebuild the latter. To 


pretend that miniſters, by directions from his Ma- 
jeſty, cannot or ought not to order a dock, dock- 
yard or admiralty-office, to be repaired or rebuilt, 
* without having firſt laid the ſame before Parlia- 
* ment, ſeems to me ſomething very extraordinary z 
it may be as well pretended, that they not 
to order a man of war to be rebuilt or repaired, 
* without firſt having laid the ſame before Parlia. 


ment: In this reſpect, the greatneſs or the ſmall- 
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neſs of the ſum can make no difference; it is the 
nature of the ſervice only we are to regard, when 


we are to determine, whether it ought or ought * 


not to be laid before Parliament, before it be un- 
dertaken; and ſurely no man wil ſay, but that his 
Majeſty, or his miniſters by his direction, may 
give orders to rebuild a man of war, or to repair 
or rebuild a public office, without having firſt laid 
the affair before Parliament for their approbation. 
I believe it will be granted, and, if it were inquired 
into, it would be found, that no money has been 
laid out in this way, nor any houſes built, but what 


were abſolutely neceſſary ; and if there had been 


any falſhood or fallacy in any of the accounts re- 
lating to that expence, as they have been long upon 
the table, it would certainly have been diſcovered, 

and would long beforenow have been taken noticeof 
Thus it mult appear, Sir, that the ſtory we have 
been told of a ſteward's running his maſter in debt, 
is no way parallel to the prefent caſe ; for this na- 
tion has been run into no extraordinary expence, 
but what bad not only the authority of Parliament 
before it was undertaken, but the approbation of 


Parliament after it was laid out; and if any debt 3 
has been contracted, if the funds appropriated for 


the ſervice of the year have proved at any time 
deficient, or if any ſervices have been incurred, 


which were not provided for by Parliament, thofe 


deficiencies and thoſe ſervices, have been regular- 
ly laid before Parliament, as ſoon as they could be 


brought into an account: And it is very certain, 


if a ſteward ſhould run his maſter into no expence 


but what he had a previous authority for, and 


ſhould fairly and honeſtly lay before his maſter e- 
very year, or as often as it could poſſibly be done, 
a full account of the debt he had contracted in the 
preceding year, that ſteward could deſerve no cen- 


ſure from bis maſter, nor would his maſter have a- 
1 reaſon for examining his accounts, in a more 
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particular manner than he had ever done thoſe of 
any other ſteward. 

Nou, Sir, as it muſt be granted that the nam- 

ing of a ſelect committee, to inquire into and exa- 
mine any accounts or eſtimates, 1s a very extraor- 

dinary method of proceeding ; a method which 
has not been practiſed for many years, and never 

was often practiſed, we muſt ſuppoſe it will give 
a general alarm, and will make people imagine, 

that ſome frauds have been committed, or at leaſt 

that there is a ſuſpicion that ſome frauds have been 

committed : This will, of courſe, throw a reflec- 

tion upon his Majeſty's government; and therefore 

I think we ought not to enter into any ſuch method, 
without ſome very ſtrong reaſons; and as I can 

ſee no reaſon for ourentring into any ſuch method, 

as I can ſee no good that can be expected from any 
ſuch method, as I am convinced it will do a great 
deal of miſchief, by raiſing jealouſies and fears a- 
mong his Majeſty's ſubjects, therefore I muſt be 
againſt the motion.” } 


The reply was in ſubſtance thus, viz. 


21 


© Sir, it is from the knowledge I have of the Reriy. 


hiſtory of this nation in particular, and the hiſtory 
of Europe in general, that I am ſo much ſurprized, 
with reſpect to the ſmall part of our public debts 
that has been paid off, notwithſtanding the conti - 
nuance of all our taxes, and the vaſt ſums that 
have been raiſed in every year of that time; and 
the more I conſider it, the more I am ſurprized, 


the leſs I can account for the unprofitable uſe we 
have made of ſuch a long term of peace and tran- 
quillity: But I am ſtill more ſurprized to hear any 
gentleman ſay, that all poſſible methods have been 
parſued, either for diminiſhing the public annual 
expence, or for diminiſhing the annual intereſt due 
to the creditors of the public; on the contrary, I 
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neſs of the ſum can make no difference; it is the 
nature of the ſervice only we are to regard, when 
we are to determine, whether it ought or ought 
not to be laid before Parliament, before it be un- 
dertaken ; and ſurely no man will ſay, but that his 
Majeſty, or his miniſters by his direction, may 
give orders to rebuild a man of war, or to repair 
or rebuild a public office, without having firſt laid 
the affair before Parliament for their approbation. 
I believe it will be granted, and, if it were inquired 
into, it would be found, that no money has been 
laid out in this way, nor any houſes built, but what 
were abſolutely neceſſary; and if there had been 
any falſhood or fallacy in any of the accounts re- 
lating to that expence, as they have been long upon 
the table, it would certainly have been diſcovered, 
and would long beforenow have been takennoticeof. 
Thus it mult appear, Sir, that the ſtory we have 
been told of a ſteward's running his maſter in debt, 
is no way parallel to the prefent caſe; for this na- 
tion has been run into no extraordinary expence, 
but what had not only the authority of Parliament 
before it was undertaken, but the approbation of 
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has been contracted, if the funds appropriated for 
the ſervice of the year have proved at any time 
deficient, or if any ſervices have been incurred, 
which were not provided for by Parliament, thoſe 
deficiencies and thoſe ſervices, have been regular- 
ly laid before Parliament, as foon as they could be 
brought into an account: And it is very certain, 
if a ſteward ſhould run his maſter into no expence 
but what: he had a previous authority for, and 
ſhould fairly and honeſtly lay before his maſter e- 
very year, or as often as it could poſſibly be done, 
a full account of the debt he had contracted in the 
preceding year, that ſteward could deſerve no cen- 
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Parliament after it was laid out; and if any debt 
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particular manner than he had ever done thoſe of 
any other ſteward. 

Now, Sir, as it mult be granted that the nam- 

ing of a ſelect committee, to inquire into and exa- 
mine any accounts or eſtimates, 1s a very extraor- 

dinary method of proceeding ; a method which 
has not been practiſed for many years, and never 

was often practiſed, we muſt ſuppoſe it will give 
a general alarm, and will make people imagine, 

that ſome frauds have been committed, or at leaſt 

that there 1s a ſuſpicion that ſome frauds have been 

committed: This will, of courſe, throw a reflec- 

tion upon his Majeſty's government; and therefore 

I think we ought not to enter into any ſuch method, 
without ſome very ſtrong reaſons; and as I can 

ſee no reaſon for ourentring into any ſuch method, 

as I can ſee no good that can be expected from any 
ſuch method, as I am convinced it will do a great 

deal of miſchief, by raiſing jealouſies and fears a- 

mong his Majeſty's ſubjects, therefore I muſt be 
againſt the motion.” 5 


The reply was in ſubſtance thus, viz. 


Sir, it is from the knowledge I have of the rey. 
hiſtory of this nation in particular, and the hiſtory 
of Europe in general, that I am ſo much ſurprized, 
with reſpect to the ſmall part of our public debts 
that has been paid off, notwithſtanding the conti 
nuance of all our taxes, and the vaſt ſums that 
have been raiſed in every year of that time; and 
the more I conſider it, the more I am ſurprized, 
the leſs I can account for the unprofitable uſe we 
have made of ſuch a long term of peace and tran- 
quillity: But I am ſtill more ſurprized to hear any 
gentleman ſay, that all poſſible methods have been 
parſued, either for diminiſhing the public annual 
expence, or for diminiſhing the annual intereſt due 
to the creditors of the public; on the contrary, I 
ES C 3 am 
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6 am convinced, that all poſſible methods have been 
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« purſyed for increaſing the firſt, and no opportuni- 


ties have been embraced, for reducing either the 
principal or the intereſt due to the creditors of 
1 1 but ſuch as durſt not be refuſed or ne- 
glected. 

We have been, for theſe twenty years, in a con- 
tinued courſe of public peace and tranquility; at 
leaſt we have had no war declared, nor any broil 
with any of our neighbours, for which a good rea- 
ſon can now, in my opinion, be given, or from 
which this nation has reaped any viſible advantage; 
and yet, in every year of that time, we have been 
very near at as great an expence, as we were at in 
any one year of the heavy war in King William's 
reign: We have had numerous armies kept up 
within our own country; we have maintained 
many Princes, and many armies in foreign coun- 
tries; and we have ſent many expenſive ſquadrons 
into almoſt all places of the world; and I ſhould 
be glad to hear a reaſon for any of our naval ex- 
peditions, into the Baltic or the Mediterranean, gi- 
ven by thoſe who are now for our looking quietly 
on, to ſee the Emperor ſtript of his dominions in 
Htaly; and Muſcovy preſcribing laws, and giving 
ſovereigns to its neighbouring kingdoms : In like 
manner, I ſhould be glad to hear a reaſon, for our 


being ſo much alarmed at the treaty of alliance 
only, between Spain and the Emperor, given by - 
thoſe who now ſeem to be ſo little alarmed at a 
treaty, not only of alliance but of conqueſt, be- 
tween France, Spain, and Sardinia : This, Sir, I © 
do not ſay with a deſign to inſinuate, that we have, 
as yet, any great reaſon to be alarmed at this laſt 
alliance; but I muſt think we had, from the be- 
ginning, much greater reaſon to be alarmed with 
it, than ever we had to be alarmed with the for- 
mer; and I muſt think it would now have been 
more juſtifiable in us, to have thrown ourſelves | 
into 
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n into the arms of the Emperor, in order to have 
i- prevented the conſequences of this laſt alliance, 
je than ever it was to throw ourſelves into the ar 

ff of France, in order to prevent the conſequences o 
eb © the former: From all which I muſt conclude, ei- 


2 © ther that a great part of the expence we have for- 
= © merly been at might have been ſaved, or that our 
at * preſent inaCtivity is highly dangerous, and utterly 
vil! © inexcufable; and, which of theſe two to chuſe, I 
2- © * ſhall leave to the gentlemen who now ſo ſtrenuouſ- 
m Illy inſiſt, that for theſe laſt twenty years we have 
2: Þ * taken all poſſible methods to diminiſh our public 
en annual expence. | 
inn * Now, Sir, as to the diminiſhing of the intereſt 
n's © * payable to the creditors of the public, can it be 
up * faid, that we have taken any one method to dimi- 
ed } * niſh it, but what the nature of the thing and the 
m. + circumſtances of the nation plainly and directly 
ns pointed out, nay ſo plainly, that it would have 

J 5 bak highly criminal in any adminiſtration to have 
K Þ| * neglected the opportunity? But if we had applied 

i. * the ſinking fund religiouſly and regulary, to the 

tly payment of our public debts; if we had ſaved e- 
in very farthing of that expence, which has been 
ing * thrown away in maintaining numerous idle armies, 
ike 3} and ſending out many idle ſquadrons, and had ap- 
our *© plied all thoſe ſavings to the ſame honeſt purpoſes, 
nce * the principal of our public debts would have been 
by ſo greatly reduced, that the creditors who remain 

ta ed unpaid, would have been glad to have taken 
be- * what intereſt we were pleaſed to allow them: Nay, 
r, I 3 * I do not know but the principal would, by this 
ve, time, have been ſo greatly reduced, that the three 
laſt © _ companies would have been glad to have paſ- 
be- * fed from the payment of any future intereſt upon 
vith 3 what was due to them, in order to have had their 
for- * charters continued. | 2» 
cen Whether accounts were regularly laid before 
ves Parliament, of the preſent navy debt, yearly, as it 
C 4 became 
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became due, is what I ſhall not pretend to deny, 
© becauſe I do not really know whether it was ſo or 
not; but if this be true, which I ſhall, in complai- 
ſance to the hon. gentlemen, admit, it is the ſtron- 
geſt argument that can be given for what is nox 
propoſed ; it is a full confirmation of that old pro- 
verb, that That is every man's buſineſs, is no man's 
buſineſs ; and therefore, an unanſwerable argument 
for our returning to the old cuſtom of Parliament, 
and appointing ſelect committees every year, to 
conſider and examine every eſtimate that is laid be- 
fore us: For I hope no man will ſay, but that we * 
ought, in time of peace eſpecially, to raiſe as much 
within the year as will anſwer the ſervices of the 
year; and if any deficiency ſhould happen in the 
funds granted for one year, or if it ſhould be found 
that the eſtimates were deficient, all thoſe deficien- 
cies ought certainly to be made good the very next 
year. It 1s certainly inconſiſtent with the public 
good to leave arrears long due; becauſe when 
tradeſmen, or thoſe who furniſh the public with 
what is neceſſary for public uſe, muſt lie for years 
out of their money, it is certain they neither can, 
nor will ſerve the public ſo cheap, as when they 
know they are ſure of their money in hand, or 
within a few months after the goods are delivered; 
and the longer any of thoſe arrears ſtand unpaid, 
the more expenſive will the future contracts of the 
public always be, the greater price they will be. 
obliged to pay for every thing that is afterwards © 
bought for public uſe. te ö 
With reſpect to miniſters, indeed, and the tools 
employed under them, I muſt obſerve, Sir, that 
it is of great advantage to have public accounts 
ſtand long in arrear, and this advantage is greater 
in the navy than in any other branch of public bu- 
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fineſs ; becauſe tradeſmen, and others who ſerve 


the public, but eſpecially ſeamen, cannot lie long 
out of their money; if they cannot get their mo- 
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ney ſoon after it becomes due, they muſt go to 
uſurers, miniſterial tools, and ſuch like extortioners, 
to ſell or pledge their public ſecurities ; this brings 
ſuch ſecurities to diſcredit and diſcount ; and the 
more there are of them, the longer they are off be- 
ing paid, the greater diſcount they come to be at; 
ſo that at laſt they furniſh a plentitul harveſt to mi- 
niſters and their favourites ; for when the diſcount 
upon thoſe ſecurities 1s raiſed to ſuch a ſufficient 
height, miniſters then give the watch-word to their 
agents and favourites to go out and purchaſe ; and 
when they have got them all, or moſt of them; 
into their hands, then the miniſterial bowels begin 
to yearn for the ſuftcrings of the public creditors, 
in having Jain ſo long out of their money ; and 
great merit is aſſumed for their coming to a com- 
paſſionate reſolution, to have ſuch or ſuch. a claſs 
of public creditors paid off : This houſe is always 
too good-natur*d to refuſe ſuch a juſt and ſuch a 
benevolent requeſt z and thus uſurers, extortioners, 
and miniſterial tqols, get the full value of thoſe 
ſecurities, which they purchaſed at a great diſcount. 
This, Sir, I ſhall not ſay is the caſe at preſent ; 


but I muſt ſay, I am apt to believe, if an inqui- 


ry were made into the affair, it would be found, 
that there is but a very {mall part of the debt due 


* upon the navy, now in the hands of thoſe who 


were originally the creditors of the public; and 
even this, Sir, is, in my opinion, an inquiry not 
unworthy of the repreſentatives of the people of 
Great-Britain in Parliament aſſembled. 

* But, Sir, whatever the intereſt of miniſters may 
be, it is certainly the intereſt of the public to pay 
off their debts regularly, and as ſoon as poſſible; 
and as I am convinced every gentleman now, or 
formerly in this houſe, has, and always had, the 
intereſt of the public more at heart than the intereſt 


ng of the miniſter ; therefore I am convinced, that if | 


1ey 


10+ FF theſe accounts have been upon our table, all the 


© other 
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other gentlemen of the houſe are in the ſame con- 
dition with me; they are fo far from having can- 
vaſſed every article of them, that they are quite ig- 
norant of their having been ever laid upon the ta- 
ble before this ſeſſion of Parliament: If any gen- 
tlemen had but caſt his eye upon ſuch accounts, in 
any preceding ſeſſion, and had obſerved the arrears 
ſtanding-unpaid, or unprovided for by Parliament, 
his regard for the 3 his regard for the di- 
ſtreſſed creditors of the public, would certainly | 
have prompted him, to have moved to have had 
them taken into conſideration, and paid off long 
before now; nothing could have prevented it but 
a neglect, which has been occaſioned by its not 
having been made the concern of any particular 
ſet of men; and for this reaſon we never ought 
to think it ſufficient, to have accounts or eſtimates 
laid upon our table; we ought always to refer the 


conſideration of them to ſelect committees; and 
thus, by making it the particular buſineſs of a few, 


we may expect they will never be neglected and 
over- Iooked, as thoſe now before us ſeem to have 
been, by their having been left to the care of the 
whole houſe. A 
I muſt beg leave, Sir, to differ from the hon. 
lemen, when they ſay, that the nature of the 
ervice is only to be regarded, when we are to de- 
termine, whether it ought or ought not to be laid 
before Parliament before it be undertaken ; for, 
in my opinion, the ſum to be laid out ought like- 
wiſe to be conſidered: If the ſum to be laid out 
+ be but ſmall, and the nature of the ſervice ſuch as 
+ of courſe often occurs, it may be undertaken with- 
out any particular directions or authority from 
Parliament; but if the ſum comes to be very 
large, though the nature of the ſervice be ſuch as 
© has often occurred, and has generally been under · 
taken without any particular directions from Par | 
* hament, yet ſuch directions become neceſſary * j 
« che 
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from Parliament for 
tioned, I believe it will be granted, that the build- 
ing of houſes i is a ſervice that does not often occur; 
and I am very ſure, the ſum that has been laid out, 
and which now makes a great part of our navy 
debt, is a much larger ſum than ever was laid out 
in this nation upon ſuch a ſervice, in ſo ſmall a 
number of years; nay, I do not know but it 
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the ſum is much larger than what is uſually requi- 
red for that ſervice: His Majeſty may, without 
doubt, give orders to have a man of war, or per- 
„ haps half a dozen in a year, repaired ; but if, » by 


1 the neglect of former times, or by any great m 

fortune, it ſhould become neceſſary to lay out, in 
any one, two or three years, a very large ſum for 
that purpoſe, it would then become proper to lay 


that neceſſity before Parliament ; and I think no 


| « miniſter ought to undertake ſuch an extraordinary 


« ſervice, without —_— — — = RP 
o doing: In the caſe men- 


amounts to more than was ever before expended i in 


2 © this nation for building docks, or any other ſorts 
of buildings for the uſe of our navy, or the offi- 
2 © cers of our navy; and therefore, both with re- 
7 * ſpect to the nature of the ſervice, and the ſum 
do be laid out, it ought not to have been under- 
taken, without a previous authority from . 
ment. 


Sir, if the nation has been run into any unne- 


'C ceſſary expence, if any unneceſſary and unprofita- 
ble ſervices have been undertaken, I am ſorry ta 
2 * hear it ſaid, that nothing has been undertaken, 


* nor any expence incurred, without the authority 
and approbation of Parliament 3 bur, Sir, if it 
* were ſo, the authority or the approbation of for- 
mer Parliaments, can be no reaſon for our givi 


5 our _—_— of what they have approved of, 
| ir example in giving our authority 
0 


or followi 

for 7 von Jo ſuch ſervices for years to come, as 

* they have authoriſed for years paſt; We are A 
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reign, which was called the Penſſonary Parliament ; 


good reaſon, to cenſure his ſteward's conduct, when 


that ſuch a ſteward had raiſed for himſelf an opu- 


conduct, and, notwithſtanding the authority or ap- 
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der no greater obligation to approve of what was 
approved of by the very laſt Parliament, than we 
are under to approve now, of what was approved 
of by that Parliament in King Charles the IId's 


and J believe, if a gentleman's ſteward ſhould, by 
ways and means, obtain his authority for, or ap- 
probation of any extravagant or unneceſſary ex- 
pence, he would be very apt, and would have 
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he found himſelf impoſed on, his revenues all mort- 
gaged, and his family ruined : If it ſhould appear, 
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lent fortune, upon the ruins of his maſter's eſtate, Fc 
his maſter, or, at leaſt, the next repreſentative of the Fc. 

family, would certainly inquire into that ſteward's Fc 

4 

c 


probation obtained, would, as certainly, if poſſible, 
ſeize upon the ſteward's eſtate, and apply it to- 
wards the reliet of his own. „ 
< To pretend, that what is now propoſed will 
raiſe jealouſies and fears among the people, or give 
them any ſuſpicion of his Majeſty's government, 

is an argument which, I find, Sir, is always to be 

brought in, over head and ſhoulders, when any at- 
tempt is made to inquire into the conduct of his 
Majeſty's miniſters; but I would have gentlemen - 3 
conſider, that the proper buſineſs of Parliament is 


to inquire into the conduct of miniſters : It is one 
of the chief ends of our meeting in this place; and 


if the people find that ſuch attempts are always 
over- ruled or diſappointed, it will give them a ſuſ- 
picion, not only of his Majeſty's government, and 
the conduct of his miniſters; but it will give them | 
likewiſe a ſuſpicion, and a juſt ſuſpicion too, of 


the conduct of Parliament: We ought to conſider, 


what it was that gave the Parliament I have men- 

tioned in King Charles the IId's reign, the igno- 

minious epithet it is now branded with; and if 
the 
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« the people ſhould conceive any ſuch ſuf] picion of this, 
or any future Parliament, it would raiſe real jea- 


louſies and fears among them, it would make them 
deſpair of ever having their grievances redreſſed 
in a legal way, and that deſpair might drive them 
into the moſt violent and the moſt terrible methods 
of ſeeking redreſs; therefore I wiſh that gentlemen 
would, upon all occaſions, diſtinguiſh a little be- 
tween his Majeſty and his miniſters, and never 


allow the reſpect they may have for the latter, to 


over-balance the duty they owe to the former. 

The reſpect that former Parliaments have ſhewn 
to the miniſters for the time being, and the great 
confidence that has for a long time been put by 
Parliament in their conduct, is, I am afraid, one 
of the great cauſes rhat this nation now remains 
groaning under ſuch a load of debts and taxes; 
and therefore it is now high time for us, to reaſſume 


a little of that jealouſy which was indulged by our 


anceſtors, and which has ſo often proved to be of the 
moſt ſignal benefit ro this nation. We have been 
talking big, Sir, of putting ourſelves in a condition, 
to compel the acceptation of the terms of peace 
we are to propoſe ; but I wiſh we may not find 
that our neighbours are too well acquainted with 
our circumſtances, to be afraid of what we can do : 
They know, I am afraid, that our people are al- 
ready as heavily taxcd, as they can with any pa- 


* tience bear: They know, that all theſe taxes are 


already engaged, either for the payment of our 
debts, or for the ſupport of our civil government; 
and when they know us to be in ſuch melancholy 
circumſtances, can it be ſuppoſed that our menaces 
will have a great influence upon any of their reſo- 
lutions: But if they ſhould find, that our Parlia- 
ments were beginning to look cloſely into the ma- 
nagement of our public affairs, they would from 
thence conclude, that the beſt uſe would be made 
of every ſhilling hereafter to be raiſed; they would 
conclude, 
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© conclude, that the people would contribute wid 
© the more alacrity, and from thence they will pro- 
© bably be induced, to give ſome attention to What 
ever we may think neceſſary to propoſe, for reſto. 
ring the peace of Europe. For this reaſon, if then 
were no other, we ought to agree to what the ho. 
* nourable gentleman has been pleaſed to propoſe“ 


The queſtion being at laſt put upon the abor. | 
motion, it was, upon a diviſion, carried in the neg- 


tive, by 198 to 168. 


The principal ſpeakers for this motion were, St | 
William Wyndham, Samuel Sandys, Eſq; Philip Gy. © 
bon, Eq; the Maſter of the Rolls, William Pultene, 
Eſq; and others; and thoſe againſt it were, Sir R. 
Bert Walpole, Horatio Walpole, Eſq; Sir William Tong: 


Thomas Winnington, Eſq; Colonel Bladen, &c. 


« former bills, that i 


'TPON the mutiny bill being re to the houk? 
on the 26th of February, Sir Walter Bagpot,on 
knights for Staffordſbire, ſtood up, and ſpoket 
this effect: That fince the houſe had found it ne 
«© ceſſary to make ſuch a large addition to the arm 
and ſeemed inclined to continue the ſevere penal 
ties on deſerters, and the method of recruitig 
preſcribed by that, and former bills of the like m 
ture; he thought it was neceſſary to add ſome clauſe; 
in order to make the bill leſs dangerous to the ſub” 
© ject than it was as it then ſtood. That by a claul? 
© in the bill, it was 2 to be enacted, as 1 
a poor country fellow ſnoul 
„ inliſt with an officer and take his money, an 
© ſhould afterwards, when carried before a juſtice” 
< refuſe to declare himſelf inliſted, and take the oat! 
8 E by law for that purpoſe, it ſnould the 
0 in the power of the officer, to ſend ſuch a pol 
fellow to priſon, and confine him in a dungeon fo: 


* a whole month, even tho it ſhould 1 


r . . , ᷣ h e eee e , 


re 
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ith the poor fellow was inveigled to inliſt when he 
ro. * * was drunk, and was willing to return the money 
nat. Þ © he had taken, and ſatisfy all the charges the officer 
ſto. had been at. This power of confining a poor 
nen © fellow in a dungeon, where he might be in danger 
ho. of ſtarving, was, he thought, too great a power 
e. to be intruſted abſolutely in the hands of any offi- 
cer: It was no way neceſſary for his Majefty's 
on ſervice, and might be of dangerous conſequence, 
eg becauſe it might tempt ſome officers to radtiſe all 
* © the inveigling arts they could think of, not with 
an intention to recruit his Majeſty's forces, bur to 
, St 3 * compel poor country fellows to give them a ſum 
2 © of money, by way of compolition, for being diſ- 
ene, c from the bargain they had made when 
drunk, or in a paſſion, and for being freed from 
on2, Þ © the confinement, to which the officer had by law 
an uncontroulable power to ſubject them; there- 
fore that he would beg leave to offer a clauſe to be 
added to the bill, which was to this effect, That 
every officer, who ſhould thereafter inliſt any man 0 
ſerve in any regiment, ſhould within days, 
carry the man ſo inliſted, before ſome one of the next 
j juſtices of the peace, where the man ſo inliſted, ſhould 
Ve at liberty to declare his diſſent, and his having re- 
im * pented of what be bad done; and upon his ſo doing, 
and returning to the officer the inliſting money, and 
* the expences the officer bad been at by inliſting him, 
and carrying bim before the juſtice, not exceeding the 
2 © ſum of ſuch juſtice ſhould forth- 
1 * with diſcharge bim: And that an officer, guilty of 
ap failure or neglect in this reſpect, ſhould be liable 
y, an © to the ſame penalties to which officers are made liable 
% © for falſe muſters. 


This motion was ſeconded by Thames Bramſtan. 
3 Eſq; one of the knights for the county of Eſſex, 

who informed the houſe, * That he actually knew a 
* caſe, where a poor fellow was inveigled when he 


« was 


31 


32 


Anſwer. 


GS On EE © aa .0 & & &  @& a 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1736. 


was drunk, and when he came to be ſober, he re- 
pented of wh at he had done, and therefore refuſed 


to take the oaths when carried before the juſtice ; |? 
but the officer inſiſted upon his being ſent to pri- 
ſon, and confined for a month in the terms of the 


act of Parliament, tho? the poor fellow offered to 


return the inliſting money and all charges; and it 
not being in the power, or not in the inclination * ? 


of the juſtice, to refuſe the officer's demand, the 


poor fellow was accordingly ſent to ail, where he . 
remained for ſome time; but having no victuals | 
nor drink, he was at laſt compelled to go before 
the juſtice, and take the oaths preſcribed, in order | 


to prevent his being ſtarved in ail, 


To this it was anſwer'd by Lieutenant-General 


Wade, Henry Berkeley, Eſq; Patrick Lind/ay, Eſq; 


and William Hay, Eſq; in ſubſtance, « That what q 
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was propoſed by the clauſe offered, had already 


been taken care of, by his Majeſty's orders and di- 4 
rections for regulating the army; for as no ſoldier | 
could be tried for deſertion or mutiny, upon the 
mutiny act, unleſs he had taken the oaths preſcribed |? 
by that act before ſome juſtice of peace, therefore 
his Mijeſty had given a general order to all offi- 
cers, that no recruit ſhould be brought to, or entered 
in any regiment, till he had firſt been regularly x 


inliſted, and had taken the oaths preſcribed by 
law, before ſome of his Majeſty's juſtices of 
the peace; ſo that by his Majeſty's order, every 
officer was obliged to do what was propoſed by 
the clanſe offered; and as the bill then before them 
was of the fame nature with former bills againſt 
mutiny and deſertion, it would be abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to continue the ſame general order to all 


officers, with reſpect to their carrying recruits be- 
fore ſome juſtice of peace; therefore they thought 


it was unneceſſary to add any clauſe for that pur- 


« poſe; and it would be attended with many incon- 
© veniencies, 
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7 © veniencies,* ſeveral of which they mentioned, par- 
1 ticularly, © that it would be often inconvenient, and 
'* «© ſometimes impoſſible for an officer to carry a re- 
2 © cruit before any juſtice, within the time propoſed, 
>? © or within any limited number of days.” 


t It was replied by Sir William Wyndbam, Sir Jobn 
+ | © Barnard, Samuel Sandys, Eſq; and others, to this effect, 
n * That the very clauſe then propoſed had been egy, 
© > © in ſeveral mutiny bills during the reign of King 
« 3 © William, tho' it was then in time of war, and re- 
% cruiting of courſe more difficult than it could bz 
> © ſuppoſed to be at preſent. That the honourable 


- > © gentlemen could not ſay, that by his Majeſty's or- 
deer they had mentioned, or by any order his Ma- 
2 © jeſty could give, the juſtice of the peace was obliged 
1 | 7 © to diſcharge the man inliſted, upon his declaring 
before him his having repented of what he had 
done, and returning to the officer the inliſting mo- 
2 © ney, and all the charges the officer had been at in 
2 © inliſting him. That this was what was propoſed 
= © by the clauſe offered; it was propoſed to lay an 
2 © obligation upon the juſtice, and to give a poor fel- 
d © low an opportunity to get off upon reaſonable 
2 © terms, in caſe he ſhould repent of what he had 
done; neither of which had been, or could be ef- 
4 fectuated, by any order his Majeſty had given, or 
could give for regulating the army. That the 
2 © grievance complained of, was, the inveigling of 
men to inliſt, and making a property of them 
3 © after their having been ſo inveigled; and this was 
a a power or privilege, which they hoped no officer 
would inſiſt on: The aboliſhing of this power or 
& |\* privilege, was what was chiefly aimed at by the 
2 © clauſe offered, and therefore they hoped the houſe 
11 [© would agree to it. 


AQ 
* 


* 
i 


a ; Sir Robert Walpole and Henry Pelham, Eſq; having agrees to, 
at laſt declared, That they would be for the clauſe, | 
* if it was not, or could be ſo faſhioned as not to 

Vor. XIII. * be 
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© be, attended with any great inconvenience to the 
« ſervice z* they therefore propoſed, that the debate 
© ſhould be adjourned till next day, in order that 
uch a clauſe might be contrived, as might prevent 
the grievance complained of, without being at. 
« tended with any great inconvenience to the ſervice : 


And it being admitted of the other fide, that the 


« clauſe, as it then ſtood, might perhaps ſtand in 
need of ſome little amendment,“ it was agreed to 
adjourn the debate till next day; when the clauſ | 
as it now ſtands in the mutiny act was agreed to, 


and added to the bill, | 
Motion e O*® the 28th of February, the Houſe of Com- 
— mons having (according to order) reſolved 


treaty. itſelf into a Committee, to conſider farther d 


the ſupply granted to his Majeſty ; and the tre 
ty with Denmark, dated the goth of September, 
N. S. being the 19th, O. S. 1734, having been re 
ferred to the ſaid Committee, a motion was made 


follows, viz. 


© That it was the opinion of that Committee, | 
that the ſum of 56,2501. ſhould be granted to hi 
* Majeſty, on account of the ſubſidy payable to th 
« King of Denmark, purſuant to the treaty bearing 
date the 19th day of September, 1734, for the ct * 
vice of the year 1735. ; 


This occaſioned a long debate, in which many c 
the arguments for and againſt the augmentation 
our ſea and land forces were here again repeated 
but theſe having been already given, we ſhall not 
give only that part of this debate, which relates pa- 
ticularly to the treaty. | 


Argument The argument for the motion was to this effed 
—_— 9 
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« Sir, altho* we are not engaged in the preſent 


war, nor have any particular intereſt for inducing 
dus to engage in it, yet as the balance of power in 


Europe, depends very much upon the event of the 


preſent war, we do not know, but we may be ſoon 
brought under a neceſſity of joining one or other 
of the parties now engaged in war, in order to pre- 
ſerve the liberties of Europe, and conſequently our 


© own ; therefore it is incumbent upon us to provide 
in time, and to ſtrengthen ourſelves before-hand, 


* 


not only by increaſing our forces at home, but by 


engaging as many foreign powers as we can, to 


join with us upon any ſuch event. In ſuch a ſitua- 
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tion, it was natural for us to caſt our eye firſt to- 


2+ wards Denmark, becauſe the intereſt of that nation 
is generally the ſame with our own; and on the 
+ © preſent occaſion it was the more neceſſary, becauſe 
great endeavours were making uſe of, to have en- 
2 © gaged that court upon the other ſide of the queſ- 
tion; ſo that if we had not taken care to have en- 
2 © paged that nation in an alliance with us, it was 
very probable, and very much to be apprehended, 
1ttee, * 
to hi © in its endeavours for engaging that nation in their 
1 intereſt, which might have proved of the moſt 
fatal conſequence to the liberties of Europe, and 
2* conſequently to thoſe of this nation. 


* that a certain other power might have ſucceeded 


* The experience of the laſt two wars againſt 
France may convince us, Sir, how dangerous it is 
to allow any of the powers of Europe to exalt it- 
ſelf too much, and how expenſive it may prove, 
to reduce a power that has once got too great an 
aſcendant over its neighbours: This, Sir, engaged 
his Majeſty's attention as ſoon as the war broke 
out, and he has been ever ſince uſing all his en- 


> 


deavours, in conjunction with our allies the Dutch, 
F< to reconcile the differences now ſubſiſting in Eu- 


3< rope, and to put an end to the preſent war, by a 
]juſt and a reaſonable peace, before either fide ſhould 
"on 
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ſing to give ear to thoſe juſt and honourable term; 
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to make it neceſſary for this nation to engage in 
the war, in order to reduce that power, which the 


fortune of war had begun to make formidable. | 


In purſuance of his Majeſty's gracious and wife 


intention, a plan of peace has already been offered 


to the parties engaged in war; and the only effec. 
tual way for rendering his Majeſty's endeavours! 
ſucceſsful, by the acceptance of this plan, was, to 
render ourſelves formidable by our foreign allian. 
ces, as well as by the augmentation of our own 
forces both by ſea and land; for by ſo doing, vt 


rendered it dangerous for either of the parties en- 


gaged in war, to attempt to amuſe us with nego- 
tiations, or to ſhew themſelves obſtinate, in refu- 


of peace, which his Majeſty and his allies were pre- 
paring to offer them. 

The expence, Sir, which this nation is to be put 
to, by means of this treaty with Denmark, muſt 


appear but very inconſiderable to every gentleman} 
who conſiders, that we thereby not only ſecure the 
friendſhip and aſſiſtance of a very powerful king 
dom, but prevent their being engaged againſt us, 
in caſe the future event of the war ſhould make it 
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become fo formidable, by ſucceſs and conqueſt, a; 


neceſſary for us to join the other ſide; and in all 
caſes, either of a public or a private nature, it 
certainly the height of wiſdom and prudence, upon 
any emergency, to lay out a ſmall ſum of money, 
when it is probable, we may, by ſo doing, pre- 
vent our being afterwards brought under a neceſli-} 
ty of putting ourſelves to an immenſe expence, | 
and riſquing perhaps all that we are worth in the! 
world, This, Sir, is the very caſe at preſent inf! 
relation to our treaty with Deumarxæ; for we may 
probably, by that treaty, prevent the continuance}? 
of the war, or at leaſt, we may prevent either 
ſide's puſhing their conqueſts fo far, as to * it! 

dan- 
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in > © dangerous, and yet neceſſary for us to engage 
the againſt them. : 9 
ble It is well known, Sir, that nations are, in all 
wif. | © their public tranſactions, intirely governed by their 
"reg, | © Own intereſt ; and as we Knew, as all Europe knew, 
+... | © that great offers were making to Denmark, in or- 
our: der to engage them on that ſide, againſt which 
- t,. we might ſoon find ourſelves under a neceility to 
ay engage, therefore it became abſolutely neceſſary for 
wn. us to ſtep in ſeaſonably, and to offer them ſuch 
wel terms as might convince them, that it was more 
en. their intereſt to join in an alliance with us, than 
ego. to join in an alliance with either of the parties en- 
eiu. aged in war: I muſt therefore think, that the 
rms} | © concluding of this treaty was one of the moſt 
re. | © prudent ſteps his Majeſty could take, and the con- 
Pre . ditions on our part are ſo reaſonable and ſo eaſy, 
pu that I think every gentleman in this houſe muſt 
Auſt ; © approve of them; and that therefore the motion 
man, nov, made to us, will be agreed to without any 
the. © Oppoſition, 
> The anſwer to this was in ſubſtance as follows, 
„ viz. 
ce ii 
7 II am glad, Sir, to hear that we are as yet no Andver, 
pon * way engaged in the war, and that we have no par- 
- 2 « ticular intereſt for inducing us to engage; for if it 
pre- 'þ de ſo, I am ſure it is ridiculous in us, to put the 
ell. nation to a great expence, in order to provide 
on * againſt a danger, which may probably never hap- 


the ben. If we have nothing for inducing us to en- 
gage, but only the danger the balance of power in 


* Europe may be in, by the event of the war; we 
EY might have ſaved ourſelves a great deal of ex- 
* pence, and may reſt caſy and quiet, till one of the 
en Parties now engaged in war, begins to puſh their 

2 conqueſts ſo far, as to endanger the balance of 


ur power; then, and not till then, will it be neceſſary 
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for us to engage; and till then, it is quite unneceſ- 
ſary for us to put ourſelves to any expence : Nay, 
it is not only unneceſſary, but very imprudent in 
us, to precipitate ourſelves into an expence, before 
any danger appears; becauſe it is waſting the 


ſtrength of the nation before we come to engage 


the enemy, before the enemy ſo much as appears 
in vicw. | 


As we have no particular intereſt of our own 


for inducing us to engage in the preſent war; as 
we can have no reaſon for engaging in it, but only 


from the danger the balance of power may come 


to be in by the event; in this event, Sir, all the 
powers of Europe are concerned; they are all as 
much, and more intereſted, in the preſervation of 
that balance than we are; and if it ſhould come 
to be in any real danger, they would certainly en- 
gage in its defence, without receiving any bribe, | 
or other valuable conſideration from us: but it} 
we ſhould thus make ourſelves the Don Quixols, 
or rather the dupes of Europe; if we ſhould be al- 
ways the firſt to take the alarm upon any war's 


breaking out, and ſhould run about among the 


powers of Europe, offering bribes and penſions to 
all the Princes, and all the Miniſters of State in 


| 


Europe, the whole charge of preſerving that ba- 


lance would fall upon this nation; and every Prince 


and miniſter in Europe would, upon every ſuch oc- | 


caſion, expect a bribe or a penſion from Exgland,. 


for doing that which he would otherwiſe be obli- 
ge to do for his own preſervation: Even the 

utch, who were the firſt that poſſeſſed us with 
that notion of preſerving the balance of power, 
which has already coſt this nation ſuch incredible 
ſums of money, may at laſt refuſe to aſſiſt, when 
the balance of power is really in danger, unleſs we 
ſubmit to make the grand penſionary of Holland 
a penſionary of England, and to take a great num- | 


ber of their forces into Engliſh pay. 
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cel. IL is really ſurpriſing, Sir, to hear gentlemen 
ay, | talk of the balance of power's being at preſent in 
tin danger, and that we muſt already begin to pro- 
fore © vide, and put the nation to a great and immediate 
the © expence for its preſervation, when there is not a 
age Prince or State in Europe, who ſeems to apprehend 
ears that it is in the leaſt danger: The Dutch are fo 
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far from being apprehenſive of any ſuch thing, 
that they have not put themſelves to one ſhilling 
expence on account of the preſent war, or on ac- 
count of that mediation, which they are engaged 
in, as well as we: The Princes and States of Ger- 
many, who would certainly be the firſt ſacrifices to 
the overturning the balance of power in Europe, 
are ſo far from being apprehenſve, that it may be 
in danger by the event of the preſent war, that 
ſome of the moſt conſiderable of them, have ac- 
tually engaged in a neutrality, with reſpect to the 
preſent war; and not one of them, but the Empe- 
ror only, has exerted, or 1s preparing to exert his 
whole ſtrength in defence of the Empire : Even 
the King of Denmark, whom we have thought it 
neceſſary, it ſeems, to engage by a conſiderable 
yearly penſion, is himſelf a Prince of the Empire, 
and would certainly ſuffer, by the overturning the 
balance of power in Europe, much ſooner than it 
can be ſuppoſed this nation could ſuffer; and 
therefore we muſt conclude, that it is more im- 
mediately his intereſt to engage, not only in de- 
fence of the balance of power, but in defence of 
the Empire; yet we, it ſeems, have been ſo gene- 
rous, as to promiſe to reward him bountifully for 
his own preſervation. This, Sir, 1s a moſt per- 
nicious example, it may at laſt bring the balance 
of power into real danger, becauſe it may tempt 


all the Princes of Europe to neglect it, until we 


ſubmit to be ſo ridiculous, as to grant them yearly 


« penſions for taking care of it; and I do not know 


* but this very precedent, has now proyoked all the 
| | D 


Princes 
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Princes of Germany to ſtand aloof, on purpoſe to 
engage us to extend our bounty in the ſame man- 
ner to each of them. 

To tell us, Sir, that if we had not entered into 
this treaty with the King of Denmark, he might 
have been prevailed on to have concluded a treaty 


with a cert ein och:r power, which might have 


been prejudicial to us, is, in my opinion, ſome- 
thing very odd; for we muſt ſuppoſe, either that 
we had no occaſion to enter into any treaty, or we 
muſt ſuppoſe, that the King of Denmark would 
have entered into no treaty which could have been 


prejudicial to us: If the balance of power was not 
like to be in any danger, we had no occaſion to | 
enter into any treaty ; and if it was like to be in 
danger, we cannot ſuppoſe that D-numark would | 


have conclu.led any treaty, contrary to that natural 
engagement they have to preſerve it; much leſs 
can we ſuppoſe, that they would have concluded 
any treaty, by which it might have been brought 
into danger. Princes, it is true, Sir, do not al- 
ways ſee their real intereſts, but if we reſolve, upon 


every occaſion, to clear their eye-ſight by a bribe | 
or a penſion, I am afraid none of them will ever 
open their eyes, without receiving ſome ſuch re- 


medy from us. We are never to ſuppoſe, that 
any Prince of Europe will engage againſt the li- 
berties of Europe, or will perform any former en- 
gagement, when the performance comes to be ap- 
parently inconſiſtent with the liberties of Europe, 
and Conſequently with his own independency, un- 
leſs he be very much blinded and miſguided by 
ſome private and particular intereſt of his own; 
and of all the Princes of Europe, the King of 
Denmark is, in this reſpect, the leaſt liable to any 
temptation : There are ſeveral other Princes of 
Europe, who may be tempted to join with thoſe, 
who may have deſigns againſt the liberties of Eu- 
rope; becauſe they may be made from thence to 


expect 
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expect ſome addition to their own dominions z 
« and theſe are the Princes upon whom we ought to 
have a watchful eye; theſe are the Princes, if any, 
upon whom we ought to beſtow our bribes and 
our penſions, in order to keep them firm to the 
general intereſt of Europe: If we had, by any ſub- 
« fidy or penſion, engaged the Duke of Bavaria in 
an alliance; if we had, by any ſubſidy or penſion, 
diſengaged the King of Sardinia from his preſent 
* allies; or if we had laid out a ſum of money in 
* engaging the Polanders to make ſuch a choice of a 
King, as would have prevented the breaking out of 
the war (and perhaps a leſs ſum might have done, 
than the expence we have already been at on ac- 
count of the war) there might have been fome 
reaſon for our being at ſuch an expence; but 1 
can ſce no reaſon for, nor any additional advantage 
we can expect from, the expence we are to be at 
* on account of this treaty with Denmarł. 

I ſhall readily agree with the honourable and 
learned gentleman, that nations are intirely go- 
* verned by their own private intereſt : Nay farther, 


* 


I I ſhall admit, that even private men are very much 
governed, by what they think their own intereſt; 
but as it is the intereſt of Denmark, as much as it 


2 © 1s the intereſt of this nation, to preſerve the ba- 


e 
Z : 


1. 


lance of power in Europe, therefore I muſt think 
it was quite unneceſſary for us to give them a fee 
for doing ſo : I ſhall indeed grant, that they were 


in the right to take it, ſince we were ſo generous 


? © refuſe to take a fee, for doing that which it is both 


14 


as to offer it; for, I believe, few private men will 


their duty and their intereſt to do without any re- 


ward: All I ſhall, or indeed can reaſonably wiſh for, 


in ſuch a caſe, is, that no Prince or private man, 


2 © would allow himſelf to be engaged, by any reward 
or promiſe, to do that which is contrary to his 


£ 


duty, and really, if he conſiders it right, inconſiſ- 


: © tent with his own intereſt ; And as I have a great 


opinion 
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the King and the miniſters ot Denmark, I muſt 
conclude, they would never have entered into any 
engagements, that were inconſiſtent with the li- 
berties of Europe; I muſt conclude, that they will 
always be ready, without any fee or reward, to 
join with all their force, in the preſervation of the 
© balance of power, whenever it ſhall appear to be 
© in any real danger; conſequently I muſt conclude, 
* that it was altogether unneceſſary for us to enter 
* into any ſuch treaty, as that now before us, or to 
« promiſe any ſuch ſubſidy, as is by that treaty ſti- 
* pulated ; and therefore, as one of the repreſenta- 
tives of the people, as one of thoſe, to whom they | 
have intruſted the management and the lay ing out 
« of their money, in the moſt frugal manner, I can- 
not agree to put them to ſuch an unneceſſary ex- 
« pefice, as what is now propoſed.” 


„ 


* 


It was replied in ſubſtance as follows, viz. 


Sir, I ſhall readily agree with the henourable 
« gentlemen, that ir will be quite unneceſſary for us 
* to engage in the war, till one of the parties now 
engaged begins to puſh their conqueſts ſo far, as to 
bring the balance of power into danger; butI cannot 
* admit, that, till that event happens, it will be quite 


opinion of the honour and the penetration both of 


2 


—— 
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unneceſſary to put ourſelves to any expence: On the 


* contrary it would, in my opinion, be very impru- 
t dent in us, not to prepare for ſuch an event, when 


© every one mult ſee that it may probably happen; N 


and we can make no preparations without putting 
© ourſelves to ſome expence. If we ſhould be al- 


© together unprepared when that event happens, the 
« prevailing power might 3065 their conqueſts ſo 


—— 


far, before we could make ſufficient preparations 


for putting a ſtop to them, that it might be out of 
< our power, with the greateſt preparations we could 
make, to prefcribe bounds to their future deſigns, 

| 4 
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or to oblige them to reſtore any of their conqueſts : 
Whereas by providing in time, we ſhall not on- 
ly be able to ſay to them whenever we have a 
mind, Hitherto we have allowed you to come, 
you ſhall go no farther ; but we may very pro- 
bably prevent any ſuch event's ever happening; 
becauſe the ſucceſsful being ſenſible of our readineſs 
to give them a check, they will of courſe limit 
their views, and not puſh their conqueſts ſo far as 
to bring the balance of power into any danger. 

The only two ways of providing, either for 


our own defence, or for the preſervation of the ba- 
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lance of power, in caſe it ſhould be brought into 
danger, 1s by increaſing our forces by ſea and land 
at home, or by concluding treaties and forming al- 
liances with neighbouring ſtates z and this laſt is 
the moſt neceſſary, and ought to be firſt underta- 
ken; becauſe without previous alliances, we can- 
not have the aſſiſtance of our neighbours as ſoon 
as we ſtand in need of them; and if we do not 
take care in time to engage them in our intereſt, 
they may happen to be prevailed on to engage with 
our enemies, or with thoſe who may ſoon after come 
to be our enemies. This 1s our very caſe at pre- 
ſent, and was more particularly our caſe with re- 
ſpect to Denmark ; for however much it may be 
their intereſt, to join with all their force in preſer- 
ving a balance of power in Europe, yet if we 
had not concluded this treaty with them, it was 
very probable they would have been drawn into 
engagements, which might ſoon have come to 
have been inconſiſtent with the liberties of Eu- 
rope; and if they had been once drawn into 
ſuch engagements, it would not have been ſo ea- 
ſy a matter to get them diſengaged, and much 
leſs to prevail with them to act contrary to thoſe 
engagements. | 

It is true, Sir, all the Princes and States in Zu- 
rope are as much intereſted in the preſervation of 


the 
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the balance of power, as we are; but if ſome of 
the Princes of Europe, from private views of their 
own, ſhould be drawn in to aſſiſt in overturn- 
ing that balance, or if ſome of them, from fear, 
or from other motives, ſhould reſolve upon a neu- 
trality, or ſhould continue inactive and indolent, 
when the liberties of Europe are in the utmoſt dan- 
ger, are we to do the ſame ? Or if, by laying out 
a little money, we could prevent their entering 
into any ſuch engagements; if, by granting 
them a few ſmall ſubſidies, we could rouſe them 
from their indolence, and render them active and 
reſolute in the preſervation of our common liber- 
ties, would it be prudent in us to act a penurious 
part upon ſuch an occaſion ; and by refuſing to 
give a part of what we have, expoſe ourſelves 
and all we are worth in the world, to inevitable 
ruin? Such an unſeaſonable parſimony, I hope, 
no gentleman will contend for; and therefore it 
muſt be granted, that when the liberties. of Eu- 
rope are in danger, or are like to be in danger, we 
muſt endeavour to unite the Princes and States of 
Europe in their common defence ; and if this union 
cannot be effectuated, without our giving ſome 


| bribes or penſions, it muſt be done; for of two 


evils the leaſt is always to be choſen, The ex- 
pence we are to be at, by the treaty now before 
us, is, it is true, an evil; but every man muſt 
grant, that it would have been a much greater 
evil to have had Denmark engaged againſt us, in 
caſe we ſhould hereafter find it neceſſary to take a 
ſhare in the war: This I am ſo fully convinced of, 
that I believe, 1f the caſe ſhould have happened, 
the neglecting of Denmark upon ſuch an occaſion, 
the not making ſuch a treaty as that now before 
us, would have been highly exclaimed againſt, 
and would have been reckoned an unpardona- 
ble blunder. For this reaſon, I cannot but * 
*' © 
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+ : © of the treaty, and therefore I cannot but agree to 

|? © the motion” 

1 E 
Io this it was added, by the Maſter of the Rolls, 
and John Howe, Eſq; who were for agreeing to the 

4 motion, That they approved of the treaty as little 

* | © as any gentlemen did: That tho? they thought it 

2 vas altogether unneceſſary to put the nation to 

. ' © ſuch an expence, till the danger became more ap- 

S | <« parent; yet as it was the firſt treaty his Majeſty had 

S concluded upon the preſent emergency, they would 

q d agree to the motion; becauſe if that houſe ſhould 

uy ' «© diſagree with what his Majeſty had done with re- 

'« | * Tpect to that treaty, it might be, at ſuch a con- 

o Juncture, of the moſt dangerous conſequence to the 

: © liberties of Europe; by encouraging the ambitious 

u ' + views, which ſome of the parties engaged in 

» | * war may now have, or hereafter form to them- 

ie © ſelves; and by diſcouraging any of the Princes or 
States of Europe from entering into, or concluding 

de any treaties with his Majeſty, even tho? the circum- 

yf | * ſtances of Europe ſhould then abſolutely require 

| | * ſuch treaties to be concluded. \ 

CY 

E I) be queſtion being at laſt put for agreeing with Queſtion. 
* the motion, it was, upon a diviſion, carried in the 
1 affirmative, by 270 to 178. 
The chief Speakers in favour of this motion were, Speaker. 
in | Sir Robert Walpole, Sir William Yonge, Horatio al- 
5 pole, Eſq; Thomas Winnington, Eſq; Colonel Bla- 
2 den, and Mr. Attorney General, Sc. and the chief 


9 ; Speakers againſt it were, Sir William Wyndham, 
* | Willam Pulteney, Eſq; Sir Fohn Barnard, Samuel 
Sandys, Eſq; William Shippen, Eſqz and Sir Fohn 


K. N Hynd Cotton, &c. 

i 
a | N Friday the 7th day of Mar ch, Thomas Order rela- 
of | Bramſten, Eſq; moved the Houſe of Commons das, ee: 


tions moved 
as for, 
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as follows, viz. That the clauſe of an act made 
© the ſecond year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, 
intitled, An Act for the more effeftual preventing 
© bribery and corruption in the election of members to 
© ſerve in Parliament; which relates to the laſt 
determination in the Houſe of Commons, concern- 


© ing votes for members to ſerve in Parliament for | 
any county, ſhire, city, borough, cinque- port, 


« or place; with the clauſe relating to the oath to be 
taken by returning officers, ſhould be read; and 
the ſame having been read accordingly, he then 


moved as follows, viz. That the counſel, at the 


bar of this houſe, or before the committee of pri- 
© vileges and elections, be reſtrained from offering 


evidence, touching the right of election of mem- | 
© bers to ſerve in Parliament, for any city, bo- 


rough or place, contrary to the laſt determina- 
© tion in the Houſe of Commons; which determi- 
© nation, by an act paſſed in the ſecond year of 
his preſent Majeſty's reign, intitled, An Act for 
© the more effeftual preventing bribery and corruption 
© in the election of members to ſerve in Parliament, 


is made final to all intents and purpoſes what- | 


* ſoever, any uſage to the contrary notwithſtand- 
[4 * 
ing. 


This motion occaſion'd ſome debate, of which 1 
ſhall give the ſubſtance as follows, viz. 


By the clauſe of the act now read to you, Sir, it 
© appears, that the laſt determination of the Houſe 
* of Commons, with regard to the right of voting 
at any election, is declared to be final to all in- 
* tents and purpoſes whatſoever, any uſage to the 
* contrary notwithſtanding ; ſo that in all future diſ- 
putes about any election for the ſame place, the laſt 
determination of the Houſe of Commons is the rule 
by which the right of voting is to be determined, 
and againſt which no arguments, nor any proof = 
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'? © be admitted: This I take to be now the law of 
2 the land, and conſequently is binding as well upon 
t © this houſe, as upon every gentleman who has been 


* « ſince that act, or may hereafter be concerned in any 
: © election, 


At all times, Sir, and particularly in ſuch a 
dangerous con juncture as the preſent, it is incum- 
bent upon us to eſtabliſh, as generally as poſſible, 
among the people, a good opinion of the impar- 
« tiality, integrity, and juſtice of this houſe, in all 
« our reſolutions, and in all our proceedings. With 
« reſpect to ſtate affairs, eſpecially ſuch as relate to 
foreign tranſactions, the facts are not publickly 
known; nor can the motives or arguments for or 
© againſt any queſtion relating to them be under- 
« ſtood by the vulgar ; and therefore in ſuch que- 
« ſtions, it is not caſy for the people in general to 
* comprehend the debates 3 nor would it be poſſible 
for them to diſcover the injuſtice or the partiality 
* of our proceedings, were it poſſible for this houſe 
to be guilty of any ſuch ; but in all our proceed- 
« ings relating to elections, the people in general, or 
© at leaſt thoſe who live in the neighbourhood of 
© the place, where any diſpute happens about an 
election, know every circumſtance, and are as ca- 
© pable to judge of the motives or arguments, for or 
* againſt moſt of the queſtions that occur upon ſuch 
* occaſions, as any member of this houſe : And when 
the people obſerve a variety and contradiction in 
© our determinations relating to ſuch affairs; when 
they obſerve the right of voting at an election gi- 
ven by this houſe to one ſort of people, and in the 
very next ſeſſion perhaps, that right determined 
by this houſe to be in a quite different fort of peo- 
ple; they muſt conclude, that the determinations 
of this houſe, in relation to that affair, did not 
proceed from juſtice and impartiality, but from 
private intereſt, or from party-zeal. This is the 
* concluſion they mult neceſſarily form with reſpect 

* 
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© to thoſe affairs they know, and can judge of; and 
the misfortune is, that they, from thence, naturally 
* conclude, that our proceedings are governed by the 
* ſame motives, in thoſe affairs which they do not 
* know, nor can judge of. 
© To prevent an elte&t ſo dangerous to our con- 
ſtitution, was, I believe, Sir, one of the chief mo- 


© tives for inſerting the clauſe now read to you, in 


n 
eee 


th. hal + 


that act of Parliament; and care has been taken to 


« expreſs it in terms ſo ſtrong and explicit, that it 
© cannot, in my opinion, be evaded by any artifice 
or ſubterfuge. It is now the law of the land; a 
law ſo reaſonable, that I hope it will never be al- 
tered or repealed ; and a law ſo plain, that I can 
make no doubt, but that the laſt determination of 
the Houſe of Commons, will, for the future, be 
in all ſuch cafes, an infallible rule, a rule from 
which we cannot depart. However, Sir, as ſome 
gentlemen are not ſufficiently appriſed of this law, 
or may entertain hopes that this houſe will not, 
in their future determinations, ſtrictly adhere to 
it, they may therefore put themſelves to great 
expence in bringing up witneſſes, and may take 
up a great deal of your time with arguments, to 
ſhew that the right of voting at any election now 
diſputed, is not in thoſe people, or in thoſe peo- 
ple only, in whom it was declared to be by the 
laſt determination of this houſe ; which will be a 
putting themſelves to great expence, and taking up 
the time of this houſe to no purpoſe ; ſince the laſt 
determination of the Houſe of Commons is now 
by law eſtabliſhed as a rule, from which we cannot 
depart, notwithſtanding the cleareſt proof of any 
uſage to the contrary. 
As we ought, Sir, to prevent gentlemen's put- 
ting themſelves to any needleſs expence z as we 
< ought to prevent their attempting to take up the 
time of this houſe to no purpole ; therefore I think 
this 
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this law ought to be ſome way revived, not only 
to put gentlemen in mind of it, but to ſhew them 
that we are reſolved to adhere to it in the ſtricteſt 
manner; and, as the only proper way for us to re- 
vive any law, is, by coming to ſome new reſolu- 
tion in relation to it, therefore I hope the houſe will 
agree to the motion I am to make, which is, 
That it may be ordered, that the counſel at the 
bar, &c. (as above.) 


To this it was anſwered thus, viz. 


Sir, I muſt own, I have not lately conſidered Anfver, 


the clauſe now read to you, and therefore am 
not prepared now to ſpeak to it, or to give my 
opinion for or againſt the motion which the ho- 
nourable gentleman has been pleaſed to make; but, 
upon the firſt view, I take the motion to be of 
the utmoſt conſequence ; becauſe I look upon it as 
an attack, or rather a reſtraint, deſigned to be put 
upon the power and juriſdiction of this houſe, in 
the moſt material point, which is, that of deter- 
mining finally all queſtions relating to electing 
the members of our own houſe. I really never 
imagined, nor could indeed have believed, that the 
intention of that act, or of any clauſe in it, was to 
limit or reſtrain the Houſe of Commons, with re- 
ſpect to their determinations in matters of election; 
for in all ſuch determinations, I think, we ought 
not to be under any limitation, nor confined by 
any rule; and if there had been any ſuch inten- 
tion, I believe this houſe would never have agreed 
to the bill, or at leaſt to that clauſe by which 
any ſuch reſtraint was intended to be laid upon the 
houſe, 

It is for this reaſon, Sir, that I have always 
imagined, and til] think, that the clauſe now read 
to you relates only to ſheriffs, and other returning- 


* officers; and was deſigned as a direction to them, 
Vor. XIII. E * what 


go 
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© what ſort of perſons they were to admit to vote or 

poll at any election; with reſpect to which they | | © C 
were, by this clauſe, obliged to take the laſt de- | - 
termination of the Houſe of Commons, as a rule to þ | © © 
be inviolably obſerved by them at all ſucceeding 90 
« elections. This, Sir, I muſt till think, accord. II 


ing to the view I have of it at preſent, is all that is Þ * |! 
« deſigned by the clauſe ; for it is certain, that if Þ t 
in all future diſputed elections, we were to take the Þ * J! 
© laſt determination of this houſe as an infallible rule! 
for our conduct, a very great injury would thereby 
© be done to a great many cities and boroughs in Þ * © 
England; and I cannot imagine that it yas ever the Þ 4 
© original intention of any act of Parliament, to do 
© an injury to any one, much leſs to great numbers 
of his Majeſty's ſubjects. ; 

However, Sir, as I have not lately read or 
© conſidered the act, I will not now pretend to 
be poſitive in my opinion, and therefore I hope 
© the honourable gentlemen will agree, to put off 
© the conſideration of this motion to ſome ſhort | 
day; to Monday next if they pleaſe ; that other 
« gentlemen, as well as myſelf, may have time to 
* conſider it, before we are obliged to give our opi- Þ 
nion in a caſę, which is certainly of very great con- 
* ſequence.” 


It was replied as follows, viz. 


Sir, as I had the honour to be a member of this A 
© houſe, when that act had the good fortune to paſs, Þ © 
I well remember the hiſtory of this very clauſe. 
© This clauſe was not originally in the bill, but was 
put into the bill by the other houſe, and was put 


© of the bill; or at leaſt, that this was the intention 
of thoſe who firſt contrived and inſerted this clauſe : 
For they imagined, that this houſe would never 
« agree to ſuch an amendment; but when the bill I 

| came 
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in, I believe, with a view to prevent the paſſing X 
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! came back to this houſe, the gentlemen who pro- 
| | * moted the bill were ſo juſtly fond of it, that they 
o | © choſe to 4 to all the amendments made by the 
a © other houſe, and this among the reſt, rather than 
1. | + loſe ſo good a bill. Indeed, as to this clauſe, they 
had another, and a very good reaſon for agreeing 
to it; for though it did lay ſome reſtraint upon the 
he juriſdiction of this houſe, in matters of election, 
ne yet the majority of the houſe then thought it a rea- 
by Þ © ſonable reſtraint, and even a neceſſary reſtraint, in 
in! order to prevent, in time to come, that variety 
he and frequent contradiction in our determinations, 
do © with reſpect to elections, which had in time paſt 
ers | greatly contributed, to the giving the generality of 
the people a contemptible opinion of all the pro- 

or © © ceedings of this houſe. | 
to | © The clauſe now read to you, Sir, is ſo full, and 
pe conceived in terms ſo plain and eaſy to be under- 
of © © ſtood, that I am ſurpriſed to hear any gentleman 
or: | © defire one hour to conſider it, before he agrees to 
her © © the motion now made to you; but I am ſtill more 
to © {urpriſed to hear any gentleman, eſpecially a gen- 
pi- þ tleman who has often attended the committee of 
On- elections, ſay, he imagined this clauſe was intend- 
ed only as a direction to the ſheriffs and other re- 
turning officers, with reſpect to what ſort of peo- 
ple they were to admit to vote or poll at any elec- 
tion. This, Sir, I am ſurpriſed to hear ſaid by 


this any gentleman who has ever attended the commit- 
"aſs, bee of elections; becauſe this very direction was gi- 
aſe, © ven by act of Parliament many years ago, to all 


* ſherifts and returning officers : So long ago as, ſince, 
I believe, the 8th year of King William's reign, 
all ſheriffs and returning officers have been prohi- 
bited, by an act then made, to return any mem- 
uſe: ber to ſerve in Parliament, contrary to the laſt de- 
ever termination in the Houſe of Commons, as to the 
pill right of election for ſuch place; and therefore it 
ame would have „ unneceſſary, it would . 
2 £ 


0 
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© been ridiculous to have inſerted in a late act, ſuch 
© a clauſe as that now before us, if no more had been 
© intended by it, than to give the ſame directions to] 
ſheriffs, and other returning-officers, which were! 
given to them by a former act then in full force: 
But, without any ſuch conſideration, the clauſe be-. 
fore us is in itſelf ſo clearly expreſſed, that it i; 
impoſſible to miſtake its meaning; and as the hon. 
gentleman inteads nothing by his motion, but to 
prevent gentlemen?s putting themſelves to a need. Þ 
leſs expence, and giving this houſe an unneceſſa- Þ 
ry trouble, I can ſee no reaſon why we ſhould Þ 
make any difficulty in agreeing to what he has pro- 
poſed, | 
Can gentlemen be ſerious, Sir, when they ſay, 
that this houſe is not to be confined by any rules; 
that we ought not to be under any limitation or 
reſtraint, with reſpect to our determinations about 
the election of our own members; and that this 
houſe would never have agreed to the clauſe, if 
any ſuch thing had been intended. Our determi- ] 
nations in ſuch caſes are, *tis true, ſupreme and 
final; but ſurely, Sir, even in ſuch caſes, we are 
limited and confined by the rules of natural juſtice Þ 
and equity, and likewiſe by the ancient cuſtoms Þ 
and the laws of the kingdom. Let a court of ju- 
dieature be as abſolute and ſupreme as can be ima- 
gined, yet I ſhould have a very bad opinion off 
the judges of that court, if they confined them-F 
ſelves to no rules, nor even to thoſe laws they 
themſelves had before made ſor their future con- 
duct. I do not know, but ſome of the cities and 
boroughs of England may have been injured, by] 
the laſt determination of this houſe ; and if there] 
were any ſuch, we muſt grant, it was a hardſhip 
upon them, to make that injurious determination] 
_ abſolute and final, as to them, in all time to come; 
but if they were any ſuch injurious determinations 
* madeby this houſe, it was neceſſary, by a law, tof 
put 
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put a ſtop to them; and the more there were of 
them, the more neceſſary it was to make ſuch a 
lav, in order to prevent any ſuch in time to come. 


Ihe hardſhip is already put upon them; the law 
ais already paſſed; it is now one of the eſtabliſhed 


laws of the kingdom, and cannot therefore be al- 
tered or amended, by any reſolution or determina- 


1 tion of this houſe: It is not the firſt time that a 


© © hardſhip has been put upon particular men, for 
© © the good of the ſociety in general; but in this 


| « caſe, if any city or borough has been injured, by 


the laſt determination of the Houſe of Commons, 


'F * and that injury fixed upon them by the law now 


under our conſideration, they may apply to Par- 
« liament for relief, and will certainly obtain an 


act of Parliament for that purpoſe, which is the 


only method by which they can now be relieved 
- © ſo that the hardſhip that has been put upon them, 
can be of no weight; it cannot indeed ſo much 
© © as come under our conſideration in the preſent 


. © © queſtion. 


However, Sir, though I do not think it at all 
© © neceſſary to take a day to conſider of the preſent 
motion, yet I ſhall not be againſt jt ; becauſe I 
- © wiſh it were made a ſtanding order of this houſe, 
that no motion ſhould be taken into conſideration, 
bor agreed to, the ſame day it is made: For this 
* © reaſon I ſhall not be againſt adjourning the debate 


till Monday, according to the hon. gentlemen's de- 


ſire; and I agree to it the rather, becauſe, I hope, 
* when the motion has been fully and maturely con- 


ſidered, it will be unanimouſly agreed to: But, on 
bother occaſions, I hope thoſe gentlemen will ſhew 
| © the ſame complaiſance to others, and will not inſiſt, 
that any motion they may hereafter think fit to 


make, ſhall be immediately taken into conſidera- 


tion; for if this ſhould be made a rule for one fide, 


and not for the other, it would be as partial a me- 
E 3 * thod 
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* thod of proceeding as was ever practiſed by for- 


mer Parliaments, in their determinations about 


Motion a= Accordingly it was order'd, that the farther con- 
ment. lideration of that queſtion ſhould be adjourned to 
Monday morning next, when the motion was amend- 
ed thus: That the counſel, at the bar of this houſe, 
or before the committee of privileges and elections, 
* bereſtrained from offering evidence, touching the 
© legality of votes for members to ſerve in Parlia- 
* ment, for any county, ſhire, city, borough, cinque- 


port or place, contrary to the laſt determination in 


* the Houſe of Commons: Which determination, by 
? an act paſſed in the ſecond year of his preſent Ma- 
* jcity's reign, intitled, An ali for the more effefttual 
+ preventing bribery and corruption, in the election of 
members to ſerve in Parliament, is made final to all 
? intents and purpoſes whatſoever, any uſage to the 
* contrary notwithſtanding.” And then it was agreed 
to without any farther debate. 


Speakers, The principal ſpeakers upon this occaſion were 
For the motion, Thomas Bramſton, Eſq; Samuc! 


Sandys, Eſq; Walter Plummer, Eſq; and the Maſter 
of the Rolls. For delaying the motion, Horace Mal- 
pale, Eſq; Henry Pelham, Eſq; and Sir *Willian 
Yonge. 

Motion for 


2 the N Thurſday the 6th of March, a motion was 

zn the Houſe made in the Houſe of Lords, That an hum- 

of Lords, © ble addreſs ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty, 
* that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to give direc- 
tion, that the ſeyeral inſtructions to Mr. Woodward, 
his Majeſty's miniſter in Paland, in the year 1729, 
* ſhould be laid before the Elouſe. | 


The argument for it was to his effect, viz. 
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and all of us, by thoſe honours which our Kings 
have conferred upon us or our anceſtors, not only 
intitled, but obliged to give his Majeſty our beſt 
and moſt ſincere advice, in all arduous affairs; one 
of the chief ends of our meeting in 3 is 
to conſider the ſtate of the nation, both with re- 
ſpect to foreign and domeſtic affairs, in order to 
give our King, upon every conſiderable emergen- 
* cy, that counſel which we think may tend molt to 
his glory and the intereſt of the nation; for which 
end 1t is neceſſary for us to have all thoſe treaties, 


f.. Ms WT WW © 


may be neceſſary for our information in any affair, 
in which it may be incumbent on us to give our 
advice; and, for this reaſon, it has always been the 
cuſtom and the right of this houſe, to call for all 
ſuch papers, and to conſider them deliberately, 
before we ever offered to give our advice to the 
crown. 

I believe, my Lords, it will be granted, that 
with reſpect to our foreign affairs, there never was 
a more critical conjuncture than the preſent z there 
never was a conjuncture when it was more neceſ- 
ſary for us to conſider the ſtate we are in, or more 
incumbent upon us to offer our beſt and our ſin- 
* cereſt advice to our Sovereign; nor was there ever 
* conjuncture, when the King could ſtand more in 
need of honeſt and upright counſel : The eyes of 
© all Europe are now fixed upon the behaviour of 
* Great-Britain ; and by our behaviour in the preſent 
conjuncture, both the honour and intereſt of the 
nation, nay even the liberties of Europe, may be 
* either ſacrificed or preſerved. In fuch a conjunc- 
ture, can we perform our duty to our country or 
* our King; can we anſwer one of the chief ends of 
our meeting in this houſe 3 without examining into 
© the ſtate of our foreign affairs, and offering our 
© moſt deliberate. advice to our Sovereign ? Upon 
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My Lords, as we are, many of us, by our birth, Argument 
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ſuch an occaſion, we are not to wait till his Ma. 
jeſty ſhall be prompted, by thoſe about him, to 
aſk our advice; becauſe, if by them he has been 
miſled in any former ſteps, we may depend on it, 
they will endeavour, as much as they can, to di- 
vert his Majeſty from applying to Parliament for 
counſel, when they are certain, that by fuch an 
application their conduct would come to be exa- 
mined into, and highly cenſured : No, my Lords, 
this houſe is his Majeſty's higheſt and moſt natu- 
ral council; we are in duty bound to give him our 
advice upon every important emergency; and, up- 
on an emergency of ſuch importance as the pre- 
ſent, his Majeſty's having made no application to 
this houſe for advice, is, with me, a ſtrong argu- 
ment, that he has been miſled, in ſome late mea- 
ſures, by thoſe about him; and that, by them, he is 
diverted from applying where he is always ſure 
to meet with honeſt and upright counſel; and 
therefore I muſt think, we have the greater reaſon 
to inquire into the preſent ſtate of our affairs, and 
offer that advice which ſhall appear the molt con- 
ſonant to our preſent circumſtances, 

This conſideration, my Lords, makes it the 
more neceſſary for us ſpeedily to offer his Majeſty 
our advice, upon the preſent poſture of affairs in 
Europe; and, as in this we cannot pretend to give 
any advice, without being fully informed as to the 
ſources and cauſes of the preſent war; it is there- 
fore abſolutely neceſſary to have laid before us, all 
the papers relating to our late foreign tranſactions. 


Among the many foreign tranſactions we have 


been lately engaged in, thoſe relating to Po/and 


are, at preſent, the moſt neceſſary for us to inquire 


into; becauſe the late tranſactions in that kingdom 
are ſaid to have been the ſole cauſe of the preſent 
war; therefore it is impoſſible for us to give any 
advice, about the preſent poſture of affairs in Eu- 
rope, without examining whether we had any, and 

« what 
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'* «© what ſhare in thoſe tranſactions; and, as in the 
: « year 1729, the late King of Poland was dange- 
© rouſly ill of the diſtemper, of which he afterwards 
d « died; as every one even then judged his life could 
dot be of any long continuance 3 and as every one 
«© likewiſe judged, that his death might very proba- 
© © bly produce a combuſtion in Europe; it it very 
- «© reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that meaſures for the elec- 
tion of a future King were then begun to be con- 
© ſerted: therefore I think we ought to know, whe- 
' © ther we had any ſhare in thoſe meaſures, before we 
+ offer any advice to his Majeſty, = the preſent 
- © poſture of affairs; for which reaſon 

leave to make as modeſt a demand as can well 
© be made in the preſent conjuncture, which is, 


I ſhall beg 


That an humble addreſs, &c.” (as befor®-men- 


tioned.) 


To this it was anſwered in ſubſtance as follows, 


My Lords, I ſhall agree with the noble Lord, 


. * that this houſe has a right to call for any papers 
that may be neceffary for our information, with 


© reſpe&t to any affair we are, or ought, to inquire 
into; but, to the honour of this houſe, my Lords, 
* I muſt add, that that right has been always hi- 


* + therto uſed with great prudence and caution : we 
have never yet called for any papers, by which 
the ſecrets of the 5 might be any way 
: © divulged, or the 


irs of the nation brought into 


any diſtreſs. 


Upon the preſent occaſion, my Lords, if his 


C Majeſty had found it neceſſary to apply to this 
| © houſe for advice, he would certainly have done fo ; 
and he has too much penetration, to allow himſelf 


© to be diverted by thoſe about him, from doing 
©* what may be neceſſary. upon any emergency, either 
for his own glory, or the intereſt of his —_ 

But 
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But from what his Majeſty has told us from the | 


* throne, we may eaſily ſee the reaſon why he has 


not as yet made any ſuch application: His Ma- 


jeſty has told us, that he was no way engaged in 


engaged ſhould begin to puſh their conqueſts, or 
their views, farther than is conſiſtent with the pre- 
ſervation of the balance of power in Furope: 
Whenever this happens, it will become neceſſary 
for this nation to interfere z and in any ſuch event, 
we need not doubt but his Majeſty will take all 
proper methods to have the beſt advice; but as 
any ſuch event mult neceſſarily involve this nation 
in ggeat danger and great expence, therefore his 
Majeſty is now purſuing that which will redound 
moſt to his own glory, and to the ſafety and ad- 
vantage of the nation; he is endeavouring to put 
an end to the war by a ſolid and laſting peace: and 
© as he is now acting the part of a mediator, between 
the two contending parties; as he has already of- 
« fered to them a plan of an accommodation; it is 


VJ T 


* 


neceſſary for him to keep in as good terms as pol-Þ 
« fible with all the parties engaged, till he ſhall ſce] 


* what may be theevent of that plan. 


Though I do not know, my Lords, nor do be- 
lieve, that any of the powers now engaged in war, 
can have juſt reaſon to be diſpleaſed with the part 
* this nation acted, with reſpect to the affairs in] 
Poland in the year 17293 yet if all the inſtructions Þ 
and letters {ent to our miniſter in Poland at that 


time, and all his letters from thence, ſhould be made 


public, I do not know but ſome one or other of 


© the powers now engaged in war, may find fault 
* with ſome of them; which would, of courſe, very 
* much embarraſs his Majeſty's negotiations, for re- 
© ſtoring the peace of Europe, and, thereby, prevent- 
ing this nation's being involved in a dangerous and 

« expenſive 


any of thoſe meaſures which gave occaſion to the | 
preſent war; and conſequently he can have no 
manner of concern in it, unleſs ſome of the partie: 
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* « expenſive war; if not render them altogether inef- 


* 


fectual. I hope the inſtructions and the letters now 


39 


. moved for, were as wiſely drawn up, and as cau- 
in þ © * tiouſly worded, as it was at that time poſſible ; but 
e it was impoſſible to foreſee all the various events 
10 þ which have ſince happened; and had theſe inſtruc- 
ez © tions been drawn up, by the wiſeſt miniſters that 
or | ever were in this nation, or in any nation, it is 
e. þ not to be ſuppoſed, but that there may be ſome 
e: | © expreſſions in them, which may diſoblige ſome of 
ry | © the contending powers; or may, at leaſt, render 
at, |  * ſome of them jealous and ſuſpicious of his Majeſty's 
all þ © impartiality at preſent ; which, of conſequence may 
as very probably diſappointthoſe meaſures his Majeſty 
on | has now concerted for reſtoring the tranquillity, and 
his * preſerving the balance of power in Europe. 
md! With regard, my Lords, to the tranſactions in 
ad- Poland in the year 1729, we muſt ſuppoſe that our 
put | * miniſter had inſtructions to favour the party for 
and Þ © Stanifiaus, or the party for the then electoral Prince 
cen! of Saxony, or that his inſtructions were to favour 
of. © neither of the parties that then began to appear in 
it s Poland; but to watch the motions and meaſures 
po. © of each of them, without declaring on one fide 
ſce © or the other, If his inſtructions were to favour 
© the party for Staniſlaus, the publiſhing of them 
be- + would then certainly diſoblige all thoſe who are now 
war, | © engaged to ſupport the election of the preſentelector 
part of Saxouy; and if his inſtructions were to favour 
s in © the then electoral Prince, now elector of Saxony, 
tions © the publiſhing of them would, in the preſent con- 
that] * junEture, as certainly diſoblige all thoſe, who are 
nade | * now engaged to ſupport the election of Staniſlaus : 
er of In either of which caſes, a jealouſy would be raiſed 
fault Þ * againſt his Majeſty, which would probably diſappoint 
very] © the plan lately concerted for an accommodation. 
re- © But, my Lords, ſuppoſe that the inſtructions 
vent- | given to our miniſter then in Poland, were to act 
sand] an exact neutral part; yet we cannot well ſuppoſe 


nfave | them 


—̃½ — — 


rr —— LS 


—3— 


8h 
1 
x 
of | 
38; 
1 
N ( 
1 1 
} l 
{ * 
{ 7 
1 
U 
} i 


1 m po KY BY 


CCC To od 8 6 ne AY 4% 0D WT 


SS 5-0 ec Þ :Þ 


* 


* 
6 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1735. 


them ſo cautiouſly penned, but that one fide or 


other may take exceptions to them; which would 
diminiſh, in ſome one or other of the parties now 
engaged in war, that confidence which they at 
preſent repoſe in his Majeſty, and which it is ne- 
ceſſary to keep up, in order to render his Majeſty's 
mediation ſucceſsful: And if we could ſuppoſe them 
ſo cautiouſly penned, as not to give the leaſt of- 
fence 3 upon ſuch a ſuppoſition it muſt be granted, 
that we can expect no information from them, in 
relation to the preſent war: we cannot from thence 
diſcover, what were the ſprings and the cauſes of 
the war, which may be very different froin thoſe 
publicly aſſigned; and, if the whole truth were 
known, I am apt to believe it would appear, that 
the late tranſactions in Poland, were none of the 
cauſes of the preſent war, or, at leaſt, that they 
contributed but a very little towards it, by being a 
ſort of cloak for covering thoſe deſigns, which 
were the real motives of the war. Thus, my 
Lords, the making public thoſe inſtructions and 
papers which are now called for, muſt be of great 
prejudice to his Majeſty's affairs, in every ſuppoſ- 
able caſe but one; and in that ane caſe they. can 
be of no ſervice, nor afford any lights to this houſe, 
with reſpect to what your Lordſhips deſire to be 
informed about: for this reaſon, I think it is not 
only quite unneceſſary, but very improper, to 
preſent to his Majeſty any ſuch addreſs as has been 
propoſed ; becauſe, though the particular tranſac- 
tions then carried on in Poland, are now at an end, 
yet the conſequences of them are ſo far from being 
at an end, that they are now pretended to be the 
cauſe, and the chief motive for entering into the 
preſent war againſt the Emperor; and therefore 1 
ſhall be againſt calling for, or publiſhing any pa- 
pers, which may, 1n the leaſt, relate to thoſe tranſac- 
tions and negotiations now upon theanvilin Europe. 


The reply was to the following effect, viz. 
[4 
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My Lords, there is no Lord in this houſe, nor Rerx. 
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any man in the kingdom, who has a greater re- 
gard for his Majeſty, or a better opinion of his 
Majeſty's wiſdom and penetration than I have; 
but my duty to his Majeſty, as a member of this 
houſe, obliges me to offer my beſt and moſt ſin- 
cere advice in every affair, which I look upon as 
an affair of importance; and my duty to my King, 
as well as my own honour, forbid me to offer my 
advice in any affair, till I have that information 
which I think neceſſary for that purpoſe. It has 
been ſo often ſaid in this houſe, that I am aſhamed 
to repeat it; but upon this occaſion I muſt again 
take notice, that ſpeeches from the throne are, in 
this houſe, always conſidered as ſpeeches from the 
miniſters for the time being ; and therefore we are 
never to be confined or reſtrained in our debates, 
by any thing that has been ſaid to us from the 
throne : Whether we have any concern in the pre- 
ſent war, or whether we were any way engaged in 
thoſe meaſures which gave occaſion to the preſent 
war, is, for this reaſon, a queſtion, that no Lord, 
as a member of this houſe, can be as yet ſatisfied 
about; becauſe we have as yet made no inquiry 
into it, nor can make an inquiry till a great many 
papers, particularly thoſe now called for, are laid 
before us, 
As for the plan for an accommodation, which 
it is ſaid has been offered to the parties now engag- 
ed in war, I muſt declare, my Lords, I know 
nothing about it; and every one of your Lord- 
ſhips, when you ſpeak as members of this houſe, 
muſt declare the ſame, becauſe it has never yer 
been communicated to the houſe; and therefore 
I cannot well ſay any thing about it, nor can 1 
know what may be prejudicial or advantageous to 
it, I do not know, my Lords, what ſort of plan 
it is; but if it be ſuch a plan, or any thing like 
the 
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the plan that has been publiſhed in the Dutch Ga- 
zettes, we have no great reaſon for being fearful of 
doing any thing that may prevent its being effec. 
tual ; for I am convinced it will never produce 
an accommodation, it can never have any effect, 
unleſs it be to engage this nation in the war, whe- 
ther it be our intereſt or inclination ſo to do or 
not. 

It is impoſſible, my Lords, that any war can 
break out in Europe in which this nation has no 
concern: If we have no particular obligation up- 
on us, if we have no particular intereſt to engage 
us to take a ſhare in the war, yet we ought to 
take every ſuch opportunity to ſettle the diſputes 
we may have with either of the parties, or to ob- 
tain advantages in our trade from every one, or 
at leaſt from ſome of the parties engaged in war; 
and it would be a very high miſdemeanor in thoſe 
who are, or at any ſuch time may be, at the head 
of our affairs, to neglect or let flip any ſuch op- 
portunity. The balance of power, my Lords, 
is what we ought always to have an eye to, but I 
cannot think it is at preſent, or is like to be, in any 
great danger ; and the advantage of our ſituation 
is ſuch, that we may always be, and therefore we 
ought always to be, among the laſt Princes and 
States in Europe, to give ourſelves much trouble 
about it, or to engage in its preſervation ; for if 
we do not give ourſelves an unneceſſary trouble 
about it, the Princes and States upon the continent 
will take care of it among themſelves; and if, 
in any caſe of extremity, we find ourſclves at laſt 
obliged to engage, we ought to take that oppor- 
tunity to ſettle all diſputes we may have, and to 


' reap all the advantages in trade we may expect 


from any of thoſe, in favour of whom we eng, ge; 
and when by our means the balance of power is to 
be re-eſtabliſhed, and peace to be reſtored, we 


© have 
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© have then an opportunity of ſettling all former diſ- 
putes with the parties againſt whom we engage, 
and of obtaining new advantages from them. This, 
my Lords, ought to be the fundamental maxim of 


apc 
2 2. 
"An 


of all our negotiations and engagements ;z but I am 
afraid we have for ſome years had our heads ſo 
full of the balance of power being in danger, 
* and have been ſo ready upon all occaſions to 
* frighten ourſelves with that phantom, that we 
© © have not only neglected, but have, upon all occa- 
ions, ſacrificed the particular intereſts of this coun- 
try, to our imaginary apprehenſions about the ge- 
- © neral intereſt of Europe. There was never a bet- 
© © ter opportunity than the preſent, for ſettling all the 
| * diſputes this nation may have with either of the 
„ © © parties engaged in war; there was never a better 
opportunity, for this nation's acquiring new ad- 
„ © vantages in trade from every one of them ; and I 
dq © hope it will not be neglected; for I ſhall have a 
poor opinion of our negotiators, if a peace be 
* © reſtored without obtaining ſome conſiderable ad- 
1 | © vantages for this nation. | 
With regard, my Lords, to the inſtructions ſent 
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y * © to our miniſter in Poland in the year 1729, I ſhall 
e dot pr etend, ſo much as to gueſs at what they were; 


d 5 but it was certainly the intereſt of this nation not 
to intermeddle, either in favour of the party for 
ic Stanfgſlaus, or in favour of the party for the electo- 


le | al Prince of Saxony: It was our buſineſs, and 
x | © would have been our glory, to protect that repub- 
if, lic in her freedom of choice; and the proper in- 
& | ſtructions to be ſent to our miniſter on that occa- 
Wt? ſion, were only to endeavour to ſound the views 


and inclinations of the leading men of that nation, 
& | in order to take our meaſures accordingly, when 
| © the throne ſhould become vacant by the death of the 

then King of Poland; and that we might in time 


i prepare, to make the beſt of what was moſt likely 
- * to be the conſequence of that important event. If 


© theſe 
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theſe were the inſtructions ſent, no power in E. 
rope can have any juſt ground to complain of our 
conduct ; and if any of them ſhould make any 
unjuſt and frivolous complaints, or conceive any 
groundleſs ſuſpicions, they are not to be regarded, 
But, granting that this is the caſe; granting that 
our conduct at that time was unexceptionable ; iz 
it not highly neceſſary for us to know this before 
we offer any advice to his Majeſty ? My Lords, 
it is ſo neceſſary, that without it we cannot offer 
any ſincere advice; it would be diſhonourable, or 
at leaſt raſh in us to attempt it; for tho” the affairs 
of Poland may not be the chief cauſes of the war, 
yet it is certain, that, with reſpe& to France, they 
are the chief motives pretended ; and for the other 
cauſes of the war, we muſt ſearch into other Jate 
tranſactions, in all of which we certainly had a 
very great concern; perhaps a greater than this 
houſe may think this nation ought to have had, 
when we come to examine into thoſe tranſactions, 
and have the proper papers laid before us for that 
purpoſe. | 

But, my Lords, if with reſpect to the affairs of 
Poland, we favoured either of the now contending 
parties, it is abſolutely neceſſary for this houſe to 
inquire into them, and for that end to have the 
papers now moved for, laid before us; ſuch an 
inquiry will be ſo far from being attended with any 
miſchievous conſequences, that the neglect of it 
may be of the moſt fatal conſequences, both to this 
nation, and to the liberties of Europe ; for what- 
ever {ide we favoured, it cannot be ſuppeſed that 
any of our endeavours are now a ſecret to thoſe of 
the other ſide of the queſtion. If we favoured the 
deſigns of thoſe who were for ſetting S aniſlaus up- 
on the throne, we muſt have concerted meaſures 


with the leaders of that party in Poland; and as 


* 
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© ſome of thoſe who were then among the leaders of ve 


6 


that party in Poland, are now in the intereſt of the 
« Elector 
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. © Eleftor of Saxony, can we ſuppoſe that any of our 
dur « endeavours in favour of Staniſlaus, or the inſtruc- 
tions given to our miniſter for that purpoſe, are 
© «£ now a ſecret to the Elector of Saxony, or to any 
ed. of the powers now engaged to ſupport his election? 
nat « So that whatever our inſtructions may have been 
upon that head, they cannot now be a ſecret any 
ore © « where but in this houſe, where they ought to be 
ds, « known, and ought to be ſtrictly inquired into; 
ter for it is impoſſible to imagine that the powers of 
or « Europe, who now ſupport the Elector of Saxony, 
urs will ever put any confidence in this nation, or join 
ar, cordially with us in any meaſure, while thoſe per- 
ey ſons, who formerly adviſed ſuch meaſures, have 
her any influence in our councils : Nor can the nation, 
ate with honour, propoſe any terms of peace; much 
d a leſs engage in a war, for defeating thoſe very mea- 
his fſures which have been concerted in conjunction with 
ad, us: We cannot at leaſt propoſe any ſuch terms of 
ons, * peace, or engage in the war on ſuch a footing, till 
hat we have made examples of thoſe who engaged us 
in ſuch deſtructive meaſures. | 
of On the other hand, if we ſuppoſe that the inſtruc- 
ing tions ſent at that time to our miniſter in Poland, 
to were, to favour that party who were for placing 
the upon their throne the Electoral Prince, now the 
an Elector of Saxony; thoſe inſtructions muſt have 
anv been communicated to all the chief officers of 
f it ſtate, particularly to thoſe of them who then ap- 
this + peared at the head of the Saxon party in Poland; 
at- and, as many of them are now in the intereſt of 
hat Staniſlaus, can we ſuppoſe that thoſe inſtructions 
e of are now a ſecret to any of thoſe powers, who are 
the now engaged to ſupport the election of that Prince 
up- I to the throne of Poland; or that they will look 
ares upon this nation as impartial, or with any confi- 
| as Þ* dence accept of our mediation, as long as thoſe 
s of very perſons, who joined in ſuch meaſures againſt 
the Vor. XIII. F them, 
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them, have any influence in our councils? So that 
if we have a ſincere inclination, which I think we 
ought to have, to prevent this nation's being en- 
gaged in the war, we ought to inquire into our 
tranſactions in Poland: and, for that reaſon, ought 
to have the papers, .ailed for, laid before us: But, 
moreover, if it ſhould appear, that the Emperor 
has been attacked for purſuing thoſe very meaſures 
he had concerted with us; is not this nation in ho- 
nour obliged to defend him againſt ſuch an attack ? 
or at leaſt, we ought to puniſh thoſe who engaged 
the faith of this nation, in meaſures, which 1t was 
not our intereſt to purſue. 1 

Thus, my Lords, in every ſuppoſable caſe, it 
is the duty of this houſe not only to call for thoſe 
inſtructions, but to examine them ſtrictly, before 
we can pretend to give his Majeſty any honeſt or 
ſincere advice, in relation to the preſent poſture 
of affairs in Europe. If the inſtructions were right, 
we ought to know it before we can give our ad- 
vice; and it is impoſſible the publiſhing of them 
can produce any bad effect: If they were other- 
wiſe, they can produce no worſe effect than they 
have done already; and it is neceſſary they ſhould 
be examined into, and the perſons puniſhed who 
adviſed them, before we can ſuppoſe that his 
Majeſty's mediation will have any effect towards 
reſtoring the peace of Europe, or preventing its 


being neceſſary for this nation to engage in the 
war.“ 


The queſtion was then put upon the motion, 


which upon a diviſion was carried in the negative, 


by 71 to 29. 


The motion was made by the Earl of Cheſterfield; 
and the ſpeakers in favour of it were, the ſaid Earl 


of Cheſterfield, the Lord Bathurſt, the Lord Carte- 
ret, and the Earl of Winchelſea: The ſpeakers 


againſt 
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againſt it were, the Duke of Newcaſtle, the Earl of 
Ila), and the Lord Hardwick, 


Immediately after this diviſion the following mo- —— 


tion was made in the ſame houſe, viz. That an treaty of 


humble addreſs ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty, . 
that he would be pleaſed to give direction, that the 


8 letters and inſtructions ſent to his Majeſty? s mini- | 
þ « ſters at the courts of France and Spain, relating to | 
q © the execution of the treaty of Seville, ſhould be Taid | 


© before the houſe. 


This motion likewiſe occaſioned _ debate, 
the ſubſtance of which is as follows, viz 


My Lords, notwithſtandling the fate of the former Argument 
| © motion, I will beg leave to make another, Which 

| © hope will have better ſucceſs; but before I make 
it, the motion I intend, I deſire his Majeſty's ſpeech 
d- to both Houſes of Parliament, at the opening of 
the ſeſſion, in the year 1730-1, may be read.” 


— 
2 
> 
Lad 


er (The ſame was read accordingly.) * In that ſpeech 
e < you may obſerve, my Lords, his Majeſty inform- 
ad ed us, in general, of the difficulties that were like to 
ho | © attend the execution of the treaty of Seville, And 
his then ſays, The plan of operations for the execu- 
rds ion of the treaty of Seville by force, in caſe we 
i WW « ſhould be driven to that neceſſity, is now under conſi- 
the . Jeration. From theſe expreſſions, and from 

© what fell from a noble Lord in the former debate, 

* who told us we were to look for the ſprings and 
on, © cauſes of the preſent war ſomewhere elle than 1n the 
e, inſtructions given to our maniſter in Poland, I 

think it abſolutely neceſſary for us to lee the letters 
and inſtructions ſent to our miniſters at the courts 
eld, of France and Spain, 1n relation to the execution 
varl of that rreaty 3 for in that treaty, and in the 
a * negotiations that were carried on for the execution 
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of that treaty, I am, indeed, very much per- 
ſuaded, we are to look for ſome of the chief ſprings 
and cauſes of the preſent war; at leaſt, I am very 
« ſure, we cannot pretend to give his Majeſty any 
advice with reſpect to the preſent war, without 
« ſeeing that plan of operations which was concerted 
for the execution of that treaty, and thoſe negotia- 
tions that were Carried on for concerting that plan, 
and for making it effectual after it was concerted 
and therefore my Lords, I ſhall move, Sc. (as 
above-mentioned.) 


„ 


To this it was anſwered, in ſubſtance, as follows, 
VIZ. 


My Lords, I muſt ſay, I am a great deal more 
« {urpriſed at this motion than I was at the former; 
for as the affair of Poland is made at leaſt the pre- 
tence of the preſent war, it might be ſuſpected 
that the late tranſactions in that kingdom were the 
chief cauſes of the war; but I am ſure it is im- 
poſſible to imagine that any of the letters or 1n- 
ſtructions relating to the execution of the treaty of 
Seville, can have any concern with the motives 
of the preſent war; becauſe, whatever meafures 
were concerted for the execution of that treaty 
by force, it is certain, that no ſuch meaſures ever 
took effect: We all know, that the treaty of Se- 
ville was ſoon after fully executed in an amicable 
and friendly manner, by the concluſion of the 
treaty of Vienna, therefore the treaty of Vien- 
na is the only paper that can properly have any 
relation to the execution of the treaty of Seville, 
and the only paper from which we can have 
any information in relation to the execution of that 
treaty. é 
Therefore, my Lords, as there can be no rela- 
tion between the papers now called for and the 
cauſes of the preſent war, there can be no reaſon 
for 
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for our deſiring them to be laid before us on the 
« preſent occaſion : But farther, my Lords, it would 
be very improper, and certainly very dangerous, to 
* make thole papers 5 at ſuch a conjuncture as 
the preſent; becauſe there may be ſeveral things 
in them, that might break off that good correſ- 
* pondence, which now ſubſiſts between his Majeſty 
and all the powers engaged in the preſent war; and 


which it is certainly neceſſary to keep up, till the 


plan of peace, concerted by his Majeſty and his 


> © allies, ſhall be either accepted or rejected: for if 
| © it be accepted, and peace reſtored upon ſafe and 
> © honourable terms, this nation will be freed from 
c the danger of being involved in a heavy and ex- 
p penſive war; a danger which we cannot avoid, if 
* © the plan be rejected, and the war long continued; 
* © therefore I hope this houſe will never agree to do 
* © any thing that may give the leaſt occaſion or pre- 
; © tence for rejecting of that plan: And whatever 
* ſome Lords may be pleaſed to ſay of that plan, I 
| © doubt not but it will appear to be a reaſonable and 


* a good plan; becauſe in the forming of it the 
© Dutch miniſters concurred with ours; nay, I be- 
* lieve, were the firſt and the principal perſons con- 
* cerned in the drawing it up: I believe it was ori- 
* ginally formed by as wiſe and as honeſt a miniſter, 
© as ever had the direction of the affairs of the 
* States General; and his draught was approved of 
* by all thoſe, who have any ſhare in the adminiſtra- 
tion of their affairs: ſo that whatever may be ſaid 


bor thought of our own miniſters, I hope every 
Lord in this houſe will do the Dutch miniſters, eſ- 
; © pecially that great man, who has now the chief 
direction of their affairs, the juſtice to think, that 
they would neither have drawn up nor approved a 
ridiculous plan, or a plan which they thought 


would not be effectual; and I believe I may lay, 


* that if that plan, or ſomething very like it, be not 
* effeQual, it will from thence appear, that ſome of 
| F 3 + the 
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the parties now engaged in war, have views which 


they have not yet thought fit to own, and that 


both rhe Dach and we will think it neceſſary to 
join in the war, in order to prevent the accompliſh- 
ment of ſuch dangerous deſigns. The diſcovering 
of thoſe views, if there be any ſuch, is certainly 
one of the chief things intended by that plan; the 
ſooner they are diſcovered, the more eaſy it will 
be to defeat them ; and I hope your Lordſhips will 
do nothing that may defeat the deſign of the plan, 
which your agreeing to the preſent motion would 
very probably do ; becauſe it might furniſh a pre- 
tence to ſome of the parties engaged in war, to 
reje& the plan, without being obliged to diſco- 
ver their real deſigns. | 

But in ſhort, my Lords, every argument that 
was offered againſt the former motion, is certainly 


. equally ſtrong againſt this; and as your Lordſhips 


have thought fit to diſagree with the former motion, 


I make no doubt of your diſagreeing likewiſe with 
this. 


The reply was to the following effect, viz. 


My Lords, whatever may be my own private opi- 
nion, I haveſo great a deference for the opinion of this 
houſe, that if there were no difference between this 
and the former motion, I ſhould not have ſtood 
up to have ſaid any thing in its favour; but I hope 
when your Lordſhips conſider it, you will ſee that 
there 1s a very great difference, between the papers 
now called for, and the papers called for by the 
former motion; for tho? 15 tranſactions to which 
the former motion related, happened ſeveral years 
ago, yet it cannot be ſaid, that the affair is quite at 
an end, becauſe the diſpute about the election of 
a King of Poland is ſtill ſubſiſting ; and for that 


reaſon many of your Lordſhips whe think it 


improper to have any papers publiſhed, which any 


> way 


* th. —_ n 1 ov» — a aa © - -” 4 - 


EM 


: 


n 


« way related to that diſpute; but in the cafe now 
© before us, there is no foundation for ſuch an ar- 
gument; the affair relating to the execution of the 
© treaty of Seville is now quite at an end, the treaty 
© has been fully executed in all its parts, except ſo 
« far as relates particularly to this nation, I mean, my 
Lords, with reſpect to the depredations committed 


upon our merchants by the Spaniards; and as ſa- 


tisfaction was due to us by the law of nations, I 


hope we have made no promiſes, nor uſed any ar- 
* guments that can poilibly diſoblige any power in 
Europe, not particularly concerned in that affair: 
Indeed, if the doctrine of conſequences takes place, 
if we muſt never call for papers relating to any 
tranſaction, as long as its conſequences are upon 
the anvil, I doubt much if this houſe can ever 
call for papers relating to any tranſaction, that has 
happened for at leaſt a century paſt; for every 
tranſaction muſt be the conſequence of ſome former, 
perhaps a great many former tranſactions, ſo that 
we could never call for the papers relating to any 
tranſaction, as long as the perſons concerned in it 
were alive, which would indeed be an excellent and 
a ſafe doctrine for miniſters; but for that very 
reaſon, J hope it will never be received within 
theſe walls. | 
I ſhall readily admit, my Lords, that the con- 
ſequences of the treaty of Seville are now upon the 
anvil : I ſhall readily admit that the preſent war is 
a moſt natural conſequence of the treaty of Seville, 
and of the negotiations that were afterwards enter- 
ed into, for — that treaty by force: and I 
am ſo far from thinking that thoſe negotiations, 
or the papers relating to them, can have no rela- 
tion to the caufes or motives of the preſent war, 
that I am convinced the war is chiefly owing to 
that treaty, and the meaſures that were concerted 
for its execution. By that treaty, the ancient union 
* and intimate correſpondence between France and 
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Spain were reſtored ; and by the introduction of 


Spaniſh troops into Italy, we not only opened a 
way for the Spaniards, but by that very ſtep, we 
loft the King of Sardinia, by which we opened a 
way likewiſe for the French into the ſame coun- 
try, and thereby united thoſe three powers in that 
cloſe confederacy, which occaſions the preſent 
diſturbance in Europe. | 
« But, my Lords, though the preſent War be a 
moſt natural conſequence of the treaty of Seville, 
and the future negotiations for the execution of 
that treaty, I am ſo far from thinking this a good 
reaſon for our not calling for any papers relating 
to the execution of that treaty, that I think it is a 
moſt convincing argument, for our inquiring ſtrict- 
ly into all thoſe tranſactions; and there is no 
danger to be apprehended from publiſhing any 
paper relating to them ; There can be nothing in 
any of thoſe papers that can poſſibly diſoblige 
either of the three powers now united againſt the 
Emperor, more than we have already done by the 
treaty of Vienna; and if there be any thing in 
either of thoſe papers, which might at that time 
have been diſobliging to the Emperor, we have 
ſince ſufficiently attoned for it, by the unlimited 
guaranty of the Pragmatic Sanction, which the 
honour of this nation now ſtands charged with by 
the treaty of Vienna; ſo that it is not poſſible to 
conceive, how there can be any thing in the papers 
now called for, that may tend towards defeating 
the plan which has been concerted for reſtoring the 
peace of Europe, and which the noble Duke ſays, 
will appear to be a wiſe and a good plan. 
As I know nothing, my Lords, about this plan, 
I ſhall not pretend to ſay, what it will appear to 
be; but if it ſhould appear to be a wiſe and a good 
plan, I am ſorry to find, that the Dutch only are 
to have the honour of it; for as we have been at 
all the expence both in concerting it, and in endea- 
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« youring by our preparations, to make it effectual, 
it was, I think, but reaſonable, that we ſhould 
© have had a ſhare of the honour. However, let 
© the plan be what it will, it can receive no preju- 
« dice from any of the papers now moved for : Itis 
« impoſſible that either of the parties engaged in war 


© © can from thence find any colour of reaſon for re- 


jecting the plan; and if from frivolous pretences 


F they reject it, their real deſigns will appear as evi- 


« dent, as if they had rejected it without giving any 


« ſuch reaſon : But, my Lords, whatever may be- 


þ come of the plan, the preſent poſture of affairs is 
bol ſo great importance, that we cannot, in honour, 
© neglect giving his Majeſty our advice; and it is 


| « impoſſib 


e for this houſe to give him any advice, 


v ithout ſeeing the papers and inſtructions now mo- 


ved for. Indeed, if the plan ſhould be rejected, 
we muſt then ſee a great many other papers, be- 
ore we can pretend to be ſo thoroughly acquainted 
with the circumſtances of affairs, as to be able to 
give any reaſonable advice, with reſpe& to thoſe 
* © meaſures, which his Majeſty ought in that caſe to 


The queſtion being then put, it was upon a divi- Quetion. 
| fion, carried in the negative, by 72 to 29. 


F3 


This motion was made by the Lord Bathurſt, and Speakers. 


ſupported by the Earl of Chefterfeld and the Lord 
| Carteret, The ſpeakers againſt it were, the Lord 
Herve and the Duke of Newcaſtle. | 


As ſoon as this diviſion was over, the Lord Car- 


teret ſtood up and made the following motion, viz. 
That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Ma- Allotments 
jeſty, that he would be pleaſed to give directions 
to the proper officer or officers, to lay before this 
* { houſe, the ſeveral allotments of quarters which had 


been 


of quarter 
moved for. 
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been made for his Majeſty's land forces in Great. 
* Britain, ſince the 25th day of March laſt. Which 


motion was agreed to without any debate or diyi- 
ſion. 


N the 7th day of March, the houſe of Com- 
mons reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the 


whole houſe, to conſider farther of ways and means 
for raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, and 
came to ſeveral reſolutions, which were next day re- 
ported to the houſe, and are as follow, viz. 


The ſupply 
raiſed out of 
the ſinking 
fund, c 
. c 
C 
0 


Salt tax. 


VV 


That towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his 
Majeſty, there be iſſued and applied the ſum i 
one million, out of ſuch monies as have ariſen, 
or ſhall or may ariſe for the ſurpluſſes, exceſſes 


or overplus monies, commonly * the ſinking 
fund. 


© That towards railing the ſupply — to his 
Majeſty, the ſeveral duties on ſalt, and alſo on red 
and white herrings, delivered out for home con- 
ſumption, which, by an act of the 7th year of 
his preſent Majeſty's reign, were continued and 
granted to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
until the 25th day of March, 1742, be farther 
continued from the 24th day of March, 1741, to 
the 25th day of March, 1746. 


And bills were brought in ſoon _ purſuant to 


theſe reſolutions. 


Haddington 
petition, 


N the 12th of the ſame month a petition of 
George Herriot, provoſt of the royal burgh of 


Haddington in Scotland, Robert Foreſt, brewer there, 
Jobn Hay, ſadler there, George Hunter, wheelwright 
there, and George Falker, ſkinner there, was preſent- 


6 


ed to the houſe, alledging, That upon application 


* made the 24h of Oztober then laſt, by James 
« Ereskint, 
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FT Ereskine, ohn Cluddel, Andrew Wilſcn, and others 
« aſſuming to themſelves the name of magiſtrates in 
a the ſaid burgh, and complaining that the peti- 
* « tjoners had diſturbed them in the pretended exer- 


eiſe of their offices, the hon, Andrew Fletcher of 
Miltoun, one of the court of Juſticiary, and alſo 
of the court of Seſſion in Scotland, though there 
was evidently no foundation for ſuch complaint, 
without any juriſdiction to judge of the merits of 
the election of magiſtrates of the ſaid burgh, with- 
out any evidence laid before him, without any notice 
given to the petitioners, or any of the other perſons 
concerned, and ſo without hearing them or calling 
them before him, gave forth a ſummary warrant, 
directed to all officers whom it concerned, civil or 
military, to ſearch for, ſeize and apprehend the 
perſons of the petitioners and many others, to the 


| © number of forty burgeſſes and inhabitants, where- 


of ſeventeen were acting magiſtrates or counſellors 
of the ſaid burgh, where ever they ſhould be found 
in Scotland, and to impriſon them within the neareſt 
ſure priſon ; that this warrant was lodged in the 


or meſſengers of the court of juſticiary without 
the privity of any other of the judges of that 
court; and, as the petitioners have reaſon to be- 
lieve, the ſaid Andrew Fletcher ordered the ſaid 
macer to take directions from Patrick Lindſay, 


Provoſt of Edinburgh, as to the manner of exe- 


cuting that warrant ; and ſuch directions were ac- 
cordingly given, as the petitioners have reaſon to 
believe, in writing; that this warrant was accom- 
pained by an order from Brigadier-General Moyle, 
then acting as commander in chief of the forces in 
Scotland, to the commanding officer of the dra- 
goons then quartered in Haddington, to aſſiſt with 
his dragoons in the execution of the warrant ; that 
upon the 25th day of the ſaid month of Oeber, 
* the petitioners were ſeized by the faid Humpbry 
* Colquhoun, 
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Colguboun, and tho' the next ſure priſon was that 


of Haddington itſelf, or that of North Berwick, and Z 


© tho? the petitioners deſired either to be committed 
there, or to be carried to Edinburgh, the ſeat of 
the courts of juſtice, where they might apply for 
redrefs ; yet he told them that his orders were to 
carry them to the priſon of Dunbar, and no other, 
* a place twenty miles diſtant from Edinburgh, and 
eight miles from Haddington, and three miles far- 
ther from Edinburgh than North Berwick; and 
though the pretended crime was bailable, and 
Alexander Hepburn, the ſheriff ſubſtitute, ro whom 
the petitioners applied, was by law impowered, 
and willing to admit them to bail, the ſaid Hun- 
pbry Colqu boun told, that he could not diſmiſs them 
upon bail, his expreſs orders being to take no bail, 
but to commit his priſoners to the priſon of Dun. 
bar, where they were accordingly impriſoned 
from the ſaid 24th day of October to the 27th day 
of the ſaid month, till by a warrant from the hon. 
David Er:ftine of Dun, another of the judges of 
the ſaid courts of juſticiary and ſeſſion, the peti- 
tioners were ſet at liberty, and execution of the 
warrant was ſtayed againſt the reſt, upon bail given 
* by the petitioners and them; and that ſince that 
* time, no criminal proſecution has been moved for, 
upon any of theſe-pretended crimes charged againſt 
the petitioners or the reſt; that theſe proceedings, 
as the petitioners apprehend, and are adviſed, were 
utterly illegal and oppreſſive on the part of the 
ſaid Andrew Fletcher of Miltoun, tending to deſtroy 
the perſonal liberties of every ſubject, the freedom 
of the royal burghs, and, of coll uence, the free- 
dom of elections of members to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment for ſuch burghs; and as the petitioners can 
hope for no redreſs but from the Juke of Parlia- 
ment, therefore praying the houſe to take the pre- 
miſes into conſideration, and to grant ſuch redreſs 
* therein, as may effectually prevent ſuch oppreſſions 
e . © in 
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. in time coming, and as otherwiſe to the houſe ſhall 
« ſeem meet. 


ed After this petition was read, a motion was made Q 
© for referring it to a Committee of the whole houſe, 


0 upon which there was a long debate; but the queſtion 
: being at laſt put, it was, upon a diviſion, carried in 
r. che negative, by 197 to 155. 


* This gave occaſion to the following motion, which 

vas made the Friday following, viz. 

d That part of an act of the Parliament of Scot- Moe %- 

land in 1701, intitled, An att for preventing wrong- fe — 

d, % impriſonment, and againſt undue delays in trials, vil. 
might be read; which being accordingly read, it 

was moved, That leave might be given to bring in 

aa a bill for explaining and amending the ſaid act; 

and the ſame being agreed to, Mr. Dundaſs, the 

ed Lord Polwarth, and Mr. Sandys, were ordered 

do bring it in. 


of N Monday the 17th of Mar ch, the ſaid houſe Seven 
| reſolved itſelf again into a Committee of the 
the hole houſe, to conſider farther of the ſupply grant- 

ed to his Majeſty, when they reſolved to grant his 

hat | Majeſty the following ſums, viz, 


nt The ſum of 10, 393 J. 55. 119. to complete the 
ſum of 8 1, 568 J. 55s. 11 d. for ſervices incurred by 
augmenting his Majeſty's forces, and ia concerting 
the ſuch other meaſures as the exigency of his Majeſty's 

affairs had required. The ſum of 49, 834 J. 13 5. 
om 4. upon account, for reduced officers of his Majeſ- 
ty's land forces and marines, for the year 1735. The 
lia. {um of 3, 780 J. for paying off penſions to the widows 
can Nef ſuch reduced officers of his Majeſty's land forces 
7 and marines, as died upon the eſtabliſhment of 
half-pay in Great. Britain (and who were married 
refs them before the 2 ;th of December, 1716) for the 


ons year 
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year 1735. The ſum of 79, 7601. 35. 9d. for the 
charge of the office of ordnance for land- ſervice, fo; 
the year 1735. The ſum of 24,6937. 15. 64. fo 
defraying the extraordinary expence of the office of 
ordnance for land-ſervice, not provided for by Par. 
lament. The ſum of 36,405“. 155. 4d. farthing, 
to make good the deficiency of the grants for the 
ſervice of the year 1734. The ſum of 37,557. 
135. 4d. for making good the deficiency of the ge- 
neral fund. The ſum of 198,914“. 9s. 74. tor 
the ordinary of the navy (including half-pay for ſea- 
officers) for the year 1735. The ſum of 10,000], 
towards the ſupport of the royal hoſpital at Greey- 
wich. The ſum of 10,000/. towards the mainte- 
nance of the Britifo torts and ſettlements belonging 
to the royal African company of England, on the 
coaſts of Africa, The ſum of 26,000/. towards 
ſettling and ſecuring the colony of Georgia in Ame. 
rica. The ſum of 4000/7. towards the repair of the 
collegiate church of S/. Peter, Weſtminſter : And 
the ſum of 3,500 J. for the repair of the tower and 
roof of the pariſh church of Sr. Margaret, Wel. 
minſter. | 

By adding theſe ſums to the ſums before granted, 
viz, For ſeamen 1,560,000 IJ. For land forces, 
794,5291. 4s. 7d. half. penny. For garriſons, 
213,10 J. 65. 5d. half penny. For extraordinary 
expences incurred, 10, 2731. 15. 7d. farthing. For 
out- penſioners of Chelſea college, 18, 8 50 J. 9s. 2 
And for Denmark treaty, 56, 2301. It appears, 
that the ſupply granted for this year, amounts to 


3,150,4521. 45. 7d. half-penny. 


N the 19th it was ordered, that leave ſhould 

be given to bring in a bill for the better ſecu- 

ring the freedom of Parliaments, by limiting the 
number of officers in the Houſe of Commons ; and 
Mr. Sandys, Mr. Wortley, Mr, How, Sir _ Hind 
oon, 
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e Cotton, Mr. Watkin Williams Wynne, and Sir Villiam 
„ Louiber, were ordered to prepare and bring in the 


ſame; which was accordingly preſented to the houſe 
on the 21ſt, by Mr. Sazays, 


The ſame diy, the houſe having reſolved itſelf Land tax. 

into a Committee of the whole houle, on ways and 
means, relolved, that towards raiſing the ſupply grant- 
ed to his Majeſty, the ſum of two ſhillings in the 
pound and no more, ſhould be raiſed in the year 
a. 1735, upon lands, Sc. and that a proportionable 
„,es (according to the gth article of the treaty of 
-1. union) ſhould be laid upon that part of Great- Britain 
te. called Scotland: Anda bill, purſuant to this reſolu- 
ing nion, was ordered to be brought in. 


rds N Thurſday the 13th of March the mutiny bill Motion a- 
ne- was, according to order, read a ſecond time balnbangg. 
the in the houſe of Lords, and ordered to be committed: army, with 
Aud But as ſoon as the motion for committing was agreed uren . 
and io, a motion was made, * That an inſtruction thould 
.be given to the Committee on that bill, to receive 

* a clauſe for providing, That the number of land- 
ted, forces to be mentioned in the preamble, and ſub- 
ces, jccted to the penalties of that bill, ſhould not ex- 
ons, ceed 17,704 men.” 


For Upon this motion, there was a long debate, in 


20, which the arguments made ule of for the motion 
ears, were to this effect, viz. | 


My Lords, altho' I have agreed to the commit- Argument 
ting of this bill without any objection, yer I can ber it. 

ould not but take notice of the number of forces men- 
ſecu- tioned in the preamble. The number of forces 
the © kept up laſt year, was much greater than I thought 
and © neceſſary for the defence of our country, and much 
Hind © greater than I thought conſiſtent with the fafery of 
51, “' our conſtitution ; but by the bill now before us, I 

find 
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find, even that number is now to be greatly in- 
creaſed; and why a greater number is now necef. 

ſary or ſafe, I cannot comprehend. I have always 

—_— myſelf obliged, as a member of this houſe, 
to take notice of every thing that might occaſion 
© any additional burden to be laid upon the ſubject, 
or that might, in my opinion, be of dangerous 
< conſequence to the happy conſtitution of this king- 
dom; and I have always thought it my duty, not 
to give my confent to either, till I heard ſome 
very ſufficient reaſons for convincing me, that it 
Vas neceſſary. This, my Lords, is what makes 
me now ſtand up; for I have always been of opi- 
* nion, and I think it has generally been admitted, 
that the keeping up a great number of 1egular 
troops within this iſland, in time of peace, is of 
the moſt dangerous conſequence to our liberties ; 
and the increaſing that number upon any occa- 
* ſion, mult oblige us to lay new burdens upon the 
people. ; 

As the circumſtances of Europe are now much 
the ſame they were laſt year, if no greater num- 
ber had been propoſed for the enſuing year, I have 
« ſo great a reſpect for the opinion this houſe was of 
the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, that though I am 
« ſtill of a different opinion, I ſhuuld not have given 
your Lordſhips any trouble upon the preſent occa- 
ſion; but ſince a great addition is now to be made, 


to that which laſt year I thought too great a num- 


ber, I expected that ſome of the noble Lords, 
< who are in the ſecret of our affairs, would have 
« ſtood up, and ſhewn us the neceſſity of this aug- 
mentation: This I not only had reaſon to expect, 
but I am, in honour, obliged to inſiſt upon it, be- 
fore I give iny conſent for keeping up the number 
now propoſed ; and every Lord of this houſe, who 
is in the ſame circumſtances with me, has reaſon 
to expect the ſame, and lies under the ſame obli- 
« gation to inſiſt upon it. There may be, for — 

* Know 
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know, a very urgent neceſiity for this augmen- 
tation, but I deſire to have that neceſſity explained 
to us; for if this houſe ſhould ever come into the 
method of increaſing our fleets and our armies, 
and loading our people with debts and taxes, for 
no other reaſon, but becauſe the miniſters tell us it 
is neceſſary, the Parliament of Great Britain will 
ſoon come to be of the ſame nature with the Parlia- 
ment or ſtates of the province of Britany, or of any 
of the other provinces of France; we may perhaps 
continue to meet in this houſe, but we ſhall meet 
here for no other end, but to approve of what our 
miniſters may be pleaſed to inform us of, and to 
give a parliamentary ſanction to whatever they 
may be pleaſed to propoſe. 

© The chief reaſon, therefore, my Lords, for my 
ſtanding up, is to demand that ſome noble Lord, 
who 1s better acquainted than I am with the preſent 
circumſtances of the nation, eſpecially with reſpect 
to our foreign affairs, would ſtand up in his plage, 
and explain to us the neceſſity for our making the 
augmentation propoſed ; for unleſs that neceſſity 
be fully explained to us, I hope your Lordſhips 


will agree to the motion I now make, which is, 


That there may be an inſtruction to the committee 
upon this bill, to receive a clauſe, Sc. (as above- 


mentioned.) 


The anſwer to this was in ſubſtance as follows, 


912. 


I ſhall readily admit, my Lords, that the keep- 
ing up of a numerous ſtanding army within this 
iſland, in time of peace, is of the moſt dangerous 
conſequence, and abſolutely inconſiſtent with our 
conſtitution ; I ſhall likewiſe admit, that no aug- 
mentation can be made to our army, without lay- 
ing ſome additional burden upon the people ; and 


therefore I muſt admit, that we ought never to a- 
Vol., XIII. 8 gree 
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gree to either, without ſome very apparent necel. 
ſity for ſo doing; but the affairs of Europe are, at 
preſent, in ſuch a dangerous ſtate, and that ſtate is 
lo well and fo publickly known, that the neceſſity 
for our making an augmentation of our army, is, 
in my opinion, of itſelf apparent, and therefore! 
thought it was quite unneceſſary for any Lord in 
this houſe to explain that neceſſity. The preſent 
cannot be properly ſaid to be a time of peace: We 
are, at preſent, in a ſtate of doubt and ſuſpence, 
which can neither be called a ſlate of peace or of 
war; for though we are not actually engaged in 
the war now carrying on in Europe, no man Can 
foreſee how ſoon we may be obliged to engage; 
and therefore it is highly neceſſary for us, to begin 
early to provide for the worſt, in order that we 
may be able to engage with ſuch vigour, as may 
contribute both to the ſafety and honour of the 
nation, in caſe any future event ſhould render it 
abſolutely neceſſary for us to take a ſhare in the 
war. 

The number of troops, mentioned in the pre- 
* amble of this bill, is, 'tis true, greater than that 
< which was mentioned in the ſame bill laſt ſeſſion 
of Parliament; yet, my Lords, the augmentation 
is not ſo great as it may at firſt appear to be: Thr: 
number of troops propoſed for this enſuing year, 
does not very much exceed that number which wzs 
thought neceſſary laſt year; for your Lordſhip: 
muſt remember, that towards the cloſe of laſt ſeſ- 
ſion, there was a power granted to his Majeſty to 
augment his forces both by ſea and land, if the 
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ſuance of this power, there was laſt year an aug: 
mentation made to our land-forces, which aug- 
mentation his Majeſty thought abſolutely neceſſary, 
tor enforcing thoſe meaſures he was then taking, 
in concert with his allies, to reſtore the tranquillity 
of Europe. His Majeſty's mediation, in conjunc- 
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« tion with his allies, the Dutch, had been accepted 
« by all the parties engaged in war; and, in ſuch 
« circumſtances, 1t was certainly very neceſſary for 
« his Majeſty to put himſelf into ſuch a condition; 
« as might add weight to what he was to propoſe, as 
« mediator of the differences ſubſiſting in Europe. 
« A plan of peace has accordingly been offered, to 
« the parties engaged in war; it the terms of that 
« plan be accepted, peace will be reſtored to Europe, 
« the balance of power preſerved, and this nation 
« freed from the danger it is at preſent expoſed to, 
« of being obliged to engage in a bloody and expen- 
« five war: It is therefore very much the intereſt of 
this nation in particular, as well as of Europe in 
general, to have that plan made effectual; and it 
© muſt be granted, that the moſt certain method for 
making it effectual, is for his Majeſty to ſhew to 
all the parties concerned, that he is preparing to 
Join againſt thoſe, who ſhall refuſe to accept of 
« thoſe reaſonable terms of peace, which he has been 
* pleaſed to propoſe. This was the reaſon for making 


| © an augmentation laſt year; this is the reaſon for 


* making a ſtill farther augmentation for the year 
to come; and this, my Lords, is ſo apparent, 
that I did not expect it would have wanted any 
explanation. 

But, my Lords, if his Majeſty's endeavours 
* ſhould fail of the deſired ſucceſs, the augmentation 
* we have made will then be of great uſe; for if 
* that reaſonable plan his Majeſty has offered, ſhould 
be rejected, it will be a proof, that ſome of the 
parties engaged in war have deſigns, which are in- 
« conſiſtent with the liberties of Europe; this muſt, 
* of courſe, neceſſarily oblige us to Join the other 
* fide; and, by the preparations we have made, we 
* ſhall be able to put a ſtop to the defigns of the 
* ambitious, before they have had an opportunity to 
* puſh them too far; in which we ſhall certainly 
© have the aſſiſtance of our friends the Dutch, who, 
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as they are joined with his Majeſty in the media. 
tion, will, without doubt, join with him in ſuch 
other meaſures as may be neceſſary for preſerving 
the balance of power; and this they will do the 
more cordially and the more freely, when they ſce 
that his Majeſty is prepared, for the immediate 
execution of any meaſure that may be propoled, 
In this reſpe&t, they were in a ſituation very dit. 
ferent from that in which we were at the beginning 
of the war, becauſe they had made no reduction 
of their land forces ever ſince the treaty of Vienna, 
between the Emperor and Spain, and therefore it 
was not neceſſary for them to make any augmen- 
tation; all they had to do, was, to delay making 
that reduction which they had actually reſolved on, 
before the preſent war broke out ; whereas we had 
long before reduced the augmentation we made of 
our land forces, on occaſion of that treaty ; and 
were, for that reaſon, obliged to increaſe them 
laſt year, in order to put ourſelves upon an equal 
footing with the Durch, and to convince them, 
that we were reſolved to be ready to join with 
them in any meaſure that ſhould appear neceſſary, 
for preventing the ambitious views of either of the 
parties now engaged in war. 
Upon this occaſion, my Lords, we ought to 
conſider, that immediately after the treaty ol 
Utrecht, the Dutch reduced their land army to 
32,000 men, which they ſuppoſed to be a number 
ſufficient for the defence of their country in time 
oi peace, and accordingly it appeared to be ſo; 
for they never made any addition, till they heard 
of the treaty concluded between the Emperor and 
Spain at Vienna, and the counter-alliance concluded 
between England and France at Hanover; upon 
which occaſion, as the affairs of Europe ſeemed to 
tend towards an open rupture, they augmented 
their army with 20,000 men; and, at the ſame 
time, and for the ſame reaſon, we increaſed our 
« land 
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and forces to the number now propoſed by this 
bill; but upon the concluſion of the treaty of Se- 
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ville, we reduced our forces again to their old ſtan- 
dard, whereas the Dutch never reduced a man of 
the 20,000 additional troops they had raiſed, tho? 
it is certain they were reſolved to reduce every man 
of them, as ſoon as they ſaw that the affairs of Eu- 
rope would admit of ſuch a reduction, and had ac- 
tually come to a formal reſolution to reduce 10,000 
of them, juſt before the late King of Poland's 
death; but, upon that Prince's dcath, they very 
wiſely ſuſpended that reſolution ; ſo that they cer- 
tainly have now 20,000 land forces on foot, more 
than they would at this time have had, if no war 
had broke out; therefore it may be properly ſaid, 
they have made an augmentation of 20,000 men 
on account of the preſent war; and to do them 
Juſtice, as our allies, and as being united in the 
ſame intereſt with us, we can do no leſs than in- 
creaſe our army to the number now propoſed, as 
being the leaſt number we can have, 1n proportion 
to the army our allies, the Dutch, have at preſent 
on foot. 
* The number of regular forces, kept up within 
this illand in former times, is, I find, my Lords, 
an argument conſtantly made uſe of when this bill 
comes beſore us; but it is always, in my opinion, 
an argument rather for, than _— the number 
of forces propoſed by the bill ; for, conſidering the 
difference between regular forces and militia, which 
the late troubles in Poland have made {ſufficiently 
manifeſt, it muſt be granted, that the number of 
regular forces kept up in this nation, or in any na- 
tion, ought always to bear ſome ſort of proportion 
to the number of regular forces kept up by neigh- 
bouring ſtates, eſpecially by thoſe from whom the 
greateſt danger is to be apprehended; and as all 
the nations of Europe have, of late years, very 
much increaſed their number of regular forces for- 
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merly kept up, ve muſt neceſſarily do the ſame; 
but, in particular, we ought to conſider our neigh. 
bouring kingdom of France, the nation from which 
we have the moſt to fear; and if we compare the 
number of regular forces now kept up by them, 


even in time of peace, with the number they for- 


merly kept up, I believe we'll find, that the in- 
creaſe we have made in our number of regular forces 
bears no proportion with the increaſe they have 
lately made; fo that this argument, which is ge- 
nerally made uſe of againſt the bill, is really, 
when rightly conſidered, one of the ſtrongeſt ar. 
guments that can be made uſe of, in favour of the 
greateſt number of forces that was ever propoſcd 


to be kept up within this iſland in time of peace; 


and, conſidering the doubtiul ſtate we are in at 
preſent, conſidering the preſent dangerous fituation 
of the affairs of Europe, I am ſurpriſed to ſce any 


oppoſition made to the ſmall augmentation now 
propoſed. 


The reply was in ſubſtance thus, viz. 


* My Lords, as every day ſeems to furniſh us 
with new maxims in politics, which to me appear 
very extraordinary, ſo this day has furniſhed us 
with a maxim, that is not only extraordinary, but 


inconſiſtent with our conſtitution : We have been 


told, that the number of regular forces kept up in 
this nation, is always to bear ſome proportion to 
the number of regular forces kept up by our neigh- 
bours, eſpecially by our neighbours of France, from 
whom we are ſaid to have molt to fear. My Lords, 
if we were ſo unlucky as to be ſituated on the con- 


tinent, or to have any neighbours that could come 


at us by land, there might be ſome truth in the 


maxim now diſcovered to us; but, as we have the 


happineſs to be ſurrounded by the ſea ; as we have 
the happineſs to have a fleet, ſuperior to any that 
mY ; can 
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« can probably be ſent againſt us; we have no occa- 
« ſion to give ourſelves any trouble, or to put our- 
« ſelves to any expence, on account of the number 


| «© of regular forces kept up by any of our neigh- 


« bours: Our neighbours may keep up as many thou- 
« ſands, or as many hundred thouſinds as they pleaſe, 
but they cannot put hundred thouſands on board 
« tranſports, and without putting them on board 
« tranſports, they can do no harm to this nation: 
« Nay, they cannot put any great number of thou- 
« ſands on board trantport ſhips, without our hear- 
ing of the embarkation; and if we have the leaſt 
« ſuſpicion of their being deſigned againſt us, we 
can ſend our fleet and lock them up, or perhaps 
burn their ſhips in their harbours; therefore we 
can never have occaſion to keep up, in this iſland, 
© any greater number of regular forces than are ne- 
ceſſary for ſecuring our coaſts againſt ſudden 
and unexpected invaſions, which can never con- 
« fiſt of above four or five thouſand men; and to 
guard us againſt ſuch, I am ſure a much ſmal- 
ler number of regular forces would be ſufficient, 


| © than has been kept up for many years paſt in this 


© iſland. 

We have likewiſe been told, my Lords, of the 
great difference between regular forces and militia, 
© which, 'tis ſaid, has been manifeited by the late 
troubles in Poland: But, in this caſe, we ought 
to diſtinguiſh between veteran troops, and thoſe 
that can only be called regular troops: We ought 
alſo to diſtinguiſh between a regular well-difci- 
plined militia, and a meer rabble or mob. By 
veteran troops, I mean thoſe who have been inu- 
red to action, and are acquainted with danger; 
and ſuch, I believe, will always be found better 
than the beſt diſciplined militia, or even the beſt 
regular troops that never looked an enemy in the 
face, unleſs it was the ſmugglers and the thieves 
of their own country: But that there is any very 
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great difference between theſe laſt mentioned 
troops, and a regular well-diſciplined militia, is 
what I cannot admit of; nor have the late troy. 
bles in Poland afforded me any reaſon to do ſo; 
for every one knows, that their militia were nei- 
ther regular nor diſciplined ; nay, I doubt much 
if they were ſufficiently provided with ammuni- 
tion or arms : But the ſituation of this country is 
very far different from that of Poland; for tho 
our militia have been very much neglected of late 
years, yet before we could be invaded by any 
powerful armado, we would have time to diici. 
pline our militia, and to form them into regular 
regiments : It is very well known, that the Speri/h 
armado was above two years in preparing, and 
I believe there is not a nation in Europe, beſides 
ourſelves, that could fit out ſuch another in a 
ſhorter time. In two years, in the half, in the 
fourth part of that time, there is not a plowman 
in Britain, but might be made as good a loldicr as 
ever danced through his exerciſes at a review; and 
if he ſhould dance through his exerciſes for twen- 
ty years longer, without ſeeing action, he cannot 
be called a veteran, nor can it be ſuppoſed he will 
behave as ſuch in the firſt action he happens to 
be in. 

* Theſe conſiderations, my Lords, have always 
convinced me, that 7 or 8000 men are ſufficient 


to guard this iſland againſt any foreign invaſions ; 


and I am ſure they will always be ſufficient for the 
ſupport ot our government, as long as the aſtec- 
tions of the people are carefully preſerved z a grea- 
ter number, can never, in my opinion, be neceſ- 
ſary, unleſs it be to ſupport a wicked and oppreſ- 
ſive adminiſtration, againſt the general reſentment 
of the people; and this houſe will never, I hope, 


give countenance to any ſuch deſign. From hence, 


my Lords, I muſt conclude, that we are for this 


© next year to keep up 17 or 18,000 men, purely, 


on 
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on account of the preſent war; and why we ſhould 
as yet give ourſelves ſo much concern, or put our 
ſelves to ſuch an expence about it, is what I can- 
not comprehend. We are, it is ſaid, in a ſtate 
of doubt and ſuſpence, but were not we in the 
ſame ſtate at the beginning of laſt ſeſſion of Par- 
liament? Were not the conſcquences of the war 
as much to be dreaded at the beginning of that 
ſeſſion as at the end, or as they can be at pre- 
ſent? Nay, in my opinion, they were more to 
be dreaded at the beginning of that ſeſſion than at 
any time ſince; for ever ſince that time the par- 
ties engaged have appeared to be pretty equally 
matched, and while they continue ſo, I am ſure, 
the balance of power can never be ſuppoſed to be 
in danger; ſo that if his Majeſty augmented his 
land forces, in purſuance of the power granted 
at the end of Jaſt ſeſſion of Parliament, it 1s fo far 
from being a reaſon for agreeing to the augmen- 
tation now propoſed, that unleſs I hear ſome bet- 
ter reaſon than I have yet heard for it, I muſt con- 
clude, it was an unneceſſary augmentation, it was 
putting the nation to a needleſs expence; and 
therefore we ought to be ſo far from approving 
it, by making a new augmentation, that we ought 
to addreſs his Majeſty, to know who it was adviſed 
him to make the laſt. 

With reſpect to the plan of peace ſaid to have 
been offered to the parties now engaged in war, I 
am, my Lords, intirely in the dark, nor can any 
Lord, as a member of this houſe, draw any ar- 
gument from it, becauſe nothing relating to it, 
nothing relating to any of our foreign affairs, has 
been laid before this houſe. Whatever that plan 
may be, I wiſh it may meet with the deſired ſuc- 
ceſs; but I am ſorry to ſay, I have too good 
reaſon to doubt of its meeting with any ſucceſs; 
for, from the view I have of foreign affairs, even 
from that view which I take from public news- 
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papers, I am of opinion, the war now kindled in 
Europe cannot be ſo eaſily made an end of as ſome 
people imagine: Before that flame can be extin. 
guiſhed, I am afraid much blood will be ſpilt, 
great Princes mult ſuffer, even Queens muſt weep; 
the conduct of miniſters muſt be enquired into, 
and ſome muſt meet with that puniſhment they 
deſerve, before that flame can be extinguiſhed 
which has been raiſed by their miſmanagement, 

But ſuppoſing, my Lords, that we had been 
fully acquainted with this plan, ſuppoſing that we 
knew it to be a reaſonable and a good plan, do we 
think that his Majeſty's meaſures, or any propoli- 
tions he may be pleafed to make to foreign poy- 
ers, are to be enforced by an addition of ſeven or 
8000 men to his land forces? No, my Lords, 
his Majeſty's meaſures are, upon all occaſions, to 
draw their weight from the affections of his peo- 
ple, and from the ſincere advices of his Parliament, 
after we have been fully informed of our circum- 
ſtances with reſpect to foreign affairs; for in calc 
it ſhould at laſt appear abſolutely neceſſary for us to 
enter into the war, for the ſake of preſerving the 
balance of power in Europe, all the men in the 
nation, able to bear arms, would be at his Ma- 


jeſty*s ſervice, and every purſe would be open to 


him; but till that conjuncture happens, the 
ſtrength and the money of the nation ought to be 
huſbanded as much as poſſible ; the nation's money 
ought not to be thrown away upon uſeleſs augmen 
tations, either by ſea or land, which can no way 
contribute to intimidate our enemies, and may 
amuſe our friends with vain hopes of aſſiſtance, 
when perhaps there is no ſuch thing deſigned. 

© The Dutch, it is true, my Lords, did reduce 
their land forces to about 32, ooo men, ſoon after 


the peace of Utrecht ; but it is well known that the 
reduction they then made was too great, and was 
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« loudly complained of, even by ſome of their own 


| © provinces : At that time indeed there was almoſt a 
| « certainty, that the tranquillity of Europe would 


continue for ſome years; every nation in 


Europe was then groaning under the burdens 
© which the former war had brought upon them, 
| © ſo that it was very improbable any one of them 


« would ſoon think of diſturbing the peace of any 
neighbouring ſtate ; and the Dutch, who had their 
« ſhare of the burden of the war, thought they might 
© take advantage of that time of abſolute ſecurity, to 
© eaſe their people, and to recover a little from 
© that burden of public debts they were then labour- 
ing under; yet even at that time, notwithſtand- 
ing the ſtate of abſolute ſecurity which Europe was 
then in, the provinces of Guelderland and Overy/- 


| © /el, which lie moſt expoſed, remonſtrated ſtrongly 


* againſt the reduction then made, and never ceaſed 
* their remonſtrances till the treaty of Hanover 
happened, which afforded them an opportunity of 
* preſſing an augmentation with ſucceſs ; for as the 
* ſituation of that country is very different from the 


| © ſituation of this, it is at all times neceſſary for 


them to keep up a numerous army. They have 
the misfortune to be ſituated upon the continent, 
* and may conſequently be ſuddenly invaded by 
great armies z they have an extenſive frontier to 
defend, upon which they have above ſeventy for- 
* tified towns, and in every one of theſe they muſt 
keep numerous garriſons ; ſo that 52,000 men is 
really the leaſt number they can keep up, unleſs it 
be at ſome very extraordinary conjuncture, ſuch as 
that which happened after the treaty of Utrechr. 
Although, my Lords, there can be no juſt pa- 
* rallel drawn from the number of regular forces 
* neceſſary to be kept up in Holland, yer let us con- 
* ſider what we did at the time the Dutch made this 
large reduction: Did not we at the ſame My re- 
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duce our army to 7 or 3000 men; and if at that 
time we had followed the example of the Dusch, 
we had reduced it to half that number; if any pa- 
rallel then could be drawn between the Dutch and 
us, the additional 10,000 we now keep up, and 
which has been kept up for many years, ought to 
be ſet againſt the 20,000 additional forces raiſed 
by the Dutch upon the concluſion of the treaty of 
Hanover ,, and every man mult grant, that it is 
more than our jult proportion. But beſides this 
10,000 which laſt year we agreed to keep up, tor 
no other reaſon but only on account of the war 
then broke out in Europe, have not we made 
a moſt extraordinary addition to our naval force? 
Have we not now added no leſs than 22,000 men 
to the number of feamen we kept up the year be- 
fore the war broke out; ſo that if we had aCtual- 
ly reduced the 10,000 land forces kept up laſt 
year ſolely on account of the war, neither the 

uch nor any other of our allies could have ſaid 
that we were behind-hand with them, in providing 


for the preſervation of the balance of power in 


Europe; but as the caſe now ſtands, we have ta- 
ken ſuch an alarm, and have put ourſelves to ſuch 
an expence, that all the powers of Europe ſeem to 
think we have done enough for them, as well as 
ourſelves; and therefore neither the Dutch, nor 
any other power of Europe, have given themſebees 
the leaſt concern, or put themſelves to the leaſt ex- 
pence, about the preſervation of that, in which they 
are as deeply and more immediately concerned 


than we are. 


* If the balance of power, my Lords, were really 
in danger of being overturned, we ought to take 
other ſort of meaſures than have as yet been taken, 
Our treaty with Denmark can make no new addi- 
tion to the ſecurity of that balance, becauſe the 
King of Denmark, by as ſolemn a treaty as can 
be made, was before obliged to aſſiſt the Emperor 

with 
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« with all his force; and it the Emperor could not 
depend upon that treaty, we.can as littie depend 
upon the treaty we have made, or any treaty we 
can make: But upon the preſent emergency, our 
views ſhould have been principally directed to 
another quarter; there is another power whoſe 
friendſhip and alliance will always add great weight 
to any of our negotiations upon the continent; and 
Jam ſorry to find there is not ſo good an under- 
ſtanding between that power and us, as ought to be 
wiſhed upon all occaſions, but particularly, upon 
the preſent emergency. As we have been reſuſed 
all inſight into the affairs of Europe, or into any 
of our late negotiations, it is impoſſible for me to 
judge, whether the balance of power be in danger 
or not; but by the inaction of the Dutch, and by 
the indifference ſhewn by ſeveral other — 
with reſpect to the preſent war, I muſt conclud 

that the balance of power is not, as yet, Ws tO 
be in any danger; if it is not, and if we have no 
other concern in the war, I muſt then certainly 
conclude, that the great expence we have been at, 


as well as the additional expence now propoſed, 


are quite uſeleſs, and can ſerve no purpoſe but that 
of overloading the people with taxes, and aliena- 
ting the minds of his Majeſty's ſubjects; which, 
inſtead of adding weight to his Majcſty's negotia- 
tions, will fruſtrate all his meaſures for reſtoring 
the tranquillity of Europe, and will render the 
councils of this nation contemptible in the eyes of 
all our neighbours, 

* To pretend, my Lords, that we muſt always 
augment our land forces when France augments 
theirs, is one of the moſt dargerous doctrines I 
ever heard delivered in this houtc : It may as well 
be ſaid, that becauſe the French have given up 
their liberties, and ſubmitted their necks to the 


+ yoke of arbitrary power, we ought to do the ſame. 
What 
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© What have we to do, for God's ſake, with the ar. 
mies of France? They may march great armic; 
into Holland, Germany, Italy, or Spain, but can 
they march an army into Great-Britain, or into 
any part of our dominions? We know they can. 
not; and we likewiſe know they cannot tranſport 
any great number of forces by ſea, nor can they 
* tranſport any number but by ſtealth, as long a; 
our fleet is ſuperior to theirs: And while we arc 
© united among ourſelves, as long as his Majeſty, 
© or any of his illuſtrious family, ſhall retain the 
hearts and affections of the people, we have no. 
thing to fear from any number that France could, 
by ſtealth, throw in upon us, though we had not 
* a regiment of what are called regular forces in the 
* kingdom. 

Let us conſider, my Lords, what it was that 
chiefly contributed to deſtroy the liberties of France, 
It was, my Lords, their fears of invaſions from 
us: We had then large poſſeſſions in that country, 
from whence it was eaſy for us to invade them at 
any time; and the continual apprehenſions they 
were under of invaſions from us, afforded their 
Kings and miniſters a pretence for prevailing with 
the people to alter the form of their military force: 
They altered the ancient eſtabliſhment of their mi- 
litia, and put the power over them intirely into the 
hands of the crown: This gave the firſt blow to 
the liberties of the people; tor, ſoon after, their 
Kings began to keep up regular armies, intirely 
dependent upon the crown; and as France was the 
firſt country of Europe where any ſuch army was 
kept up, ſo the French were the firſt people in 
Europe that loſt their liberties : If we ſhould fall 
into the ſame error, if we ſhould now, for fear of 
invaſions from them, do what they formerly did 
for fear of invaſions from us, we might expect 
dur caſe would at laſt come to be the ſame; and then 
indeed they would have of us a full revenge; but 
« we 
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© we would be much leſs excuſable, becauſe their 
« fears of invaſions from us were real, and were 
« founded upon experience, whereas our fears from 
« them are ſo very far from being founded upon 
« experience, that they muſt always be imaginary 
and ridiculous.” 


Ar laſt the queſtion was put upon the motion, and U*ften. 
was, upon a diviſion, carried in the negative, by 
87 to 43. 


The motion was made by the Earl of Strafford, Speaker. 
and was ſupported by the Lord Bathurſt, the Earl 
of Aylesford, the Earl of Chefterfield, the Lord Car- 
teret, and the Earl of Winchelſea : It was oppoſed by 
the Lord Hervey, the Lord Chancellor, the Earl of 
Finlater, the Duke of Newcaſtle, and the Lord 
Hardwick, 


0» the 27th of March a committee was appoint- Reſolutions 
ed, to conſider the laws in being relating to the - +0 
maintenance and ſettlement of the poor, and to 
conſider what farther proviſions might be neceſſary 
for their better relief and employment: And the ſaid 
committee having conſidered and examined this af- 
fair with great care and attention, came to ſeveral 
reſolutions, as follows, viz. 


Reſolved, That it was the opinion of that com- 
mittee, 


* 1. That the laws in being relating to the main- 
* tenance of the poor of this kingdom are defective; 
and, notwithſtanding they impoſe heavy burdens 
© on pariſhes, yet the poor, in moſt of them, are 
* 11] taken care of. 


* 2, That the laws relating to the ſettlement of 
* the poor, and concerning vagrants, are very diffi- 
cult 
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© cult to be executed, and chargeable in their execu. 
tion; vexatious to the poor, and of little advan. 
© tage to the public; and ineffectual to promote the 
good ends for which they were intended. 


© 3. That it is neceſſary, for the better relic{ 
and employment of the poor, that a public 
* workhouſe or workhouſes, hoſpital or holpitals, 
© houſe or houſes of correction, be eſtabliſhed in 


proper places, and under proper regulations, in 
© each county. 


4. That in ſuch workhouſe or workhouſes, al 
poor perſons, able to labour, be ſet to work, who 
* ſhall either be ſent thither, or come voluntarily for 
employment. 


| cep. 

g. That in ſuch hoſpital or hoſpitals, foundling F 
and other poor children, not having parents able 

to provide for them, be taken care of; as alſo poor 6 

* perſons that are impotent or infirm. 'n 

h 


6. That in ſuch houſe or houſes of correction, N. c 
© all idle and diforderly perſons, vagrants, and ſuch {MW 
other criminals as ſhall be thought proper, be con- ir 
© fined to hard labour. | Fl 


© 7, That towards the charge of ſuch workhouſes, MW / 
« hoſpitals, and houſes of correction, each pariſh be Wto | 
* aſſeſſed or rated, and that proper perſons be im- 
powered to receive the money ſo to be aſſeſſed or 
© rated, when collected; and alſo, all voluntary con- ( 
* tributions or collections, either given or made for Wplai 
ſuch purpoſes. of & 


© 8. That ſuch workhouſes, hoſpitals and houſes Mela 
© of correction, be under the management of proper Nord 
« perſons, regard being had to ſuch as ſhall be beac- 
factors to ſo good a work. . 


© 9, That 
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u. « 9. That ſuch perſons as ſhall be appointed for 
n. che management of ſuch workhouſes, hoſpitals, 
e and houſes of correction, be one body politic in 
© law, capable to ſue and be ſued, and of taking 
« and receiving charitable contributions and bene- 
il WM © factions for the uſe of the ſame. 


ils, 10. That, for the better underſtanding, and 

in rendering more effectual, the laws relating to the 

in maintenance and ſettlement of the poor, it is very 
« expedient that they be reduced into one act of 
Parliament. 


Tho Theſe reſolutions were reported to the houſe on 
for WM the 2d day of May, and on the 7th of the ſame 
month were all agreed to, without amendment, ex- 
cept the 9th, which was amended thus, viz. 


able Reſolved, x 

oor BY That ſuch perſons as ſhall be appointed for the 
management of ſuch workhouſes, hoſpitals and 

: © houſes of correction, be one body politic in law, 

10n, capable to ſue and be ſued, and of taking and re- 

ſuch WW « ceiving charitable contributions and benefactions 

con- W © in money, for the uſe of the ſame, with proper re- 
ſtrictions as to the uſe of ſuch bodies politic. 


And then this reſolution ſo amended was agreed 
qo by the houſe. 


N the 28th of March, Mr. Dundaſs preſented New Habeas 
to the houſe (according to order) a bill, for ex- = nr 
plaining and amending an act paſt in the Parliament 

of Scotland, in the year 1701, intitled, An act for 
preventing wrongous impriſonment, and againſt undue 

ouſes WW delays in trials. Which was read a firſt time, and 

oper Wordered to be read a ſecond time. we” 


Ver, II. BH On 
That yr 
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N the 10th of April, a petition of the then lat: ſor, 
Q general aſſembly of the church of Scotland wa purp 
preſented to the houſe and read, repreſenting, © Tha Por 
< patronages have, ſince the reformation, been deem. Hun 
ed by the ſaid church a very great grievance, and in tl 
© not warranted by the word of God, and have at ner 
all times been ſtruggled againſt; that ſoon after 

the revolution, an act of Parliament was made in 
Scotland, aboliſhing the power of patrons to pre. ( 
ſent miniſters to vacant churches; and at the union ing 
of the two kingdoms, the eſtabliſhment of the {MW was 
© church of Scotland, in all its rights and privileges, W mot 
© by that and other acts of Parliament made or n-. wii 
< tified after the revolution, was declared to be 2M giv: 
fundamental and eſſential condition and article of 
© that union; and at that time it was the right and 
« privilege of the ſaid church to be free from pr. 


K R «a na _#& 


tronages; but that by an act paſſed in the 1001 1 
year of her late Majeſty Queen Anne, intitled, A Pa. 
« aft to reſtore the patrons to their ancient rigbtsꝗ 70: 
© preſenting miniſters to the churches, vacant in tba Hir 
part of Great-Britain called Scotland, the foreſaid i Vi 
act, paſſed in the reign of King William, was re va! 
« ſcinded, in ſo far as concerned the power of pa me 
< trons to preſent miniſters to vacant pariſhes; and me 


other advantages, which had been the chief thing Sa, 
+ beſtowed on patrons, in lieu and recompence d 
© their former right of preſentation, were neverthe· ¶ Ve 
© leſs ſuffered to continue with them; and therefor: Co 
praying the houſe to paſs a bill for repealing the 14 
« foreſaid act of Parliament, paſſed in the 10th yen /*i 
of Queen Anne, in ſo far as concerns the powe M 
of patrons to preſent miniſters to vacant churches, iſ PI 
© in order to reſtore the church of Scotland to the be 
rights and privileges ſhe was poſſeſſed of at the} be 
union of the two kingdoms.” | 


: Leave #4 


[a A. 1735. DEBATES. 


Leave was, in purſuance of this petition, moved 
it: WM for, and accordingly given, to bring in a bill for this 
va; WY purpoſe 3 and Mr. Plummer, Mr. Ereskine, Mr. 
at Forbes, Mr. Areskine, Sir James Ferguſon, and Mr. 
m. Hume Campbell, were ordered to prepare and bring 
nd in the ſame 3 which bill was preſented by Mr. Plum- 

at ner on the 18th, but did not paſs. a 


7 
S. 


N the 22d of April, the bill for the better ſe- Speaker: the 
curing the freedom of Parliaments, by limit- the penfion 
ion ing the number of officers in the houſe of Commons, d 

the MW was (according to order) read a ſecond time; and a 

motion was made for its being committed, upon 

r1- MW which there enſued a long debate; but as we have 

e given the ſubſtance of the debates upon the ſame bill 

in former ſeſſions, it is not neceſſary to give the ſub- 

aud ſtance of this new debate. 


S. 
E 


oth The ſpeakers for committing the bill were, Jobn 
A Pawlet, Eſq; member for Wareham in Dorſethhire, 
's of Jobn Berkley, Eſq; member for Stockbridge in Hamp- 
tha Hire, Daniel Boone, Eſq; member for Ludger/hall in 
ſaid il Viliſbire, Thomas Littleton, Eſq; member for Old 
e. Sarum in Wiltſhire, Alexander Hume Campbell, Eſq; 
pa-W member for Brecknockſhire, the Lord Polwarth, 
and member for Berw:ick, the Maſter of the Rolls, Samuel 
ing Sandys, Eiq; Sir William Wyndham, and Sir Jobn 
> off nd Cotton: The ſpeakers againſt it were, George 
the-W Fox, Eſq; member for Hindon in Wiltſhire, Stephen 
for: Cornwallis, Eſq; member for Eye in Suffolk, Tho- 
the mags Lewis, Eſq; member for Portſmouth in Hamp- 
yen ſhire, Charles Hanbury Williams, Eſq; member for 
wal Monmouthſhire, Robert Byng, Eſq; member for 
ches, Plymouth in Devonſhire, Patrick Lindſay, Eſq; mem- 
the ber for Edinburgh, James Oglethorpe, Eſq; mem- 
the ber for Haſlemere in Surry, Joſeph Danvers, Eſq; 
member for Totneſs in Devonſhire, Thomas Corbet, 

Eſq; member ſor Saltaſb in Cornwall, Henry Pel- 

cave} ham, Eſq; member for Suſſex, Lieutenant-General 
H 2 | Wade, 
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Wade, member for Bath in Somerſetſhire, Sir R. A. 
bert Walpole, and Mr. Solicitor-General. 


The queſtion being put for committing the bill 
it was, upon a diviſion, carried in the negative, by 
216 to 192, | 


E have already given an account of a motion 
made by the Lord Carteret in the houſe of 
8 


Lords, for an addreſs to his Majeſty, That he would 
be pleaſed to give directions to the proper officer or 
officers, to lay before that houſe, the ſeveral allot- 
ments of quarters which had been made for his 
« Majeſty's land forces in Great-Britain, from the 
* 25th day of March then laſt” As this motion 
was agreed to, theſe allotments were according]y laid 
before rhe houſe : And thereupon it was moved, and 
the judges were ordered, to prepare and bring in a 
bill, for regulating the quartering of ſoldiers, during 
the time of elections. This bill was accordingly pre- 
pared by them and preſented to the houſe, being in- 
titled, An af for regulating the quartering of ſoldiers, Nb 
during the time of elections of members to ſerve in M 


Parliament; and was as follows, viz. 1 

'4 
by HEREAS, by the ancient common law 
6 of this land, all elections ought to be free: t 


And whereas by an act paſſed in the third year of A 
© the reign of King Edward the firſt, of famous { 9 
memory, it is commanded, upon great forfeiture, MW Þ 
that no man by force of arms, nor by malice or f 
< menacing, ſhall diſturb any to make free election: 
And for as much as the freedom of elections of * 
members to ſerve in Parliament, is of the utmoſt e 
« conſequence to the preſervation of the rights and. 
« liberties of this kingdom: To the end therefore that  * 
© the ſame may be ſafely tranſmitted to poſterity,and for  \ 
* the avoiding any inconveniencies that may ariſe there-  * 
© unto from any regiment, troop, or company, or any | ' 

ö number I 
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« number of ſoldiers which ſhall be quarteredor billetted 


« within any city, borough, town or place, where any 
© eleftion of any member or members to ſerve in Par- 
«© liament, or of the ſixteen Peers to repreſent the 


« Peerage of Scotland in Parliament, or any of them, 


« ſhall be appointed to be made. 

Be it enacted by the King's moſt excellent Ma- 
jeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in 
Parliament aſſembled, and by authority of the 
« ſame, that when and as often as any ſuch election 
© ſhall be appointed to be made, the Secretary at 
War for the time being (who is hereby required to 
take notice of the time appointed for ſuch elections 
* or election) ſhall and is hereby required, at ſome 
convenient time before the day appointed for ſuch 
election, to iſſue and ſend forth proper orders in 
' writing for the removal of every ſuch regiment, 
* troop or company, or other number of ſoldiers, 
* as ſhall be quartered or billeted in any ſuch city, 
* borough, town or place, where ſuch election ſhall 
be appointed to be made: And every ſuch regiment, 
* troop, or company, or other number of ſoldiers as 
* aforeſaid, ſhall, upon the receipt of ſuch order, ac- 
* cordingly march out of every ſuch city, borough, 
town or place, one day at the leaſt before the day 
* appointed for ſuch election, to the diſtance of two 


or more miles from ſuch city, borough, town, or 


place; and ſhall not make any nearer approach to 
* ſuch city, borough, town or place as aforeſaid, 
* until one day at the leaſt after the poll to be taken 
* at ſuch election ſhall be ended, and the poll books 
* cloſed, | 

And be it farther enacted, by the authority 


* aforeſaid, That in caſe any officer or officers to 


* whom ſuch order, from the Secretary at War for 
the time being, (or other perſon to whom the iſſu- 
ing out ſuch order as is aforeſaid ſhall belong) 
' ſhall be directed and delivered, ſhall neglect or re- 

H 3 « fule 
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_ © fuſe to cauſe ſuch regiment, troop or company, oi 


© other number of ſoldiers ſo quartered or billetted, 


© as aforeſaid, to march out of ſuch city, borough, 


© town or place, at the time and to the place or 
< places in ſuch order ſpecified, and ſhall be thereof 
£ duly convicted upon an indictment, to be preferred 
© at the next aſſizes or ſeſſions of oyer and terminer, 
© to be held for the county where ſuch offence ſhall 
© be committed, or an information to be exhibited 
© in the court of King's. bench, within ſix months after 
© ſuch offence committed; which information the 
* ſaid court of King*s- bench is hereby impowered to 
grant, every ſuch officer ſhall, for every ſuch of. 
* fence, be forthwith caſhiered and diſplaced from 
© ſuch his office, and ſhall be thereby diſabled to 
© have or hold any civil or military office or employ: 
ment within this kingdom, or in any of his Ma. 
< jeſty's dominions, and ſhall likewiſe forfeit 
And if any officer or ſoldier, who ſhall be ordered 
cor directed to march out, as aforeſaid, ſhall be found 
in any ſuch city, borough, town or place, during 
© the continuance of ſuch election, as aforeſaid, and 
* ſhall be thereof duly convicted, upon an indi6: 
ment to be preferred at the next aſſizes or ſeſſions 
of oyer and terminer to be held for the ' county 
* where ſuch offence ſhall be committed, every ſuch 


officer ſhall, for every ſuch offence, forfeit the 
« ſum.of 


Provided nevertheleſs, that nothing in this act | 


contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, 
to the cities of London or Weſtminſter, or the bo- 
* rough of Southwark, for and in reſpe& of ſuch 
© number of troops and ſoldiers only, as are uſually 
employed as guards to his Majeſty*s royal perſon, 
© or are uſually quartered or billetted near to tht 
6 = of his Majeſty's reſidence, nor to any city, 
* borough, town or place, where his Majeſty, o 
any of his royal family, ſhall happen to be or re- 


£ ſide at the time of any ſuch election, for or in re 


« ſpell 
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« ſpect of ſuch number of troops or ſoldiers only, 
« as ſhall be attendant as guards to his Majeſty, or 
© to ſuch other perſon of his Majeſty's royal family, 
« as is aforeſaid z nor to any caſtle, fort or fortified 
« place, where any garriſon is uſually kept, for or 
in reſpect of ſuch number of troops or ſoldiers only 


«whereof ſuch garriſon is uſually compoſed. 


Provided likewiſe, that nothing in this act con- 
© tained, ſhall extend or be conſtrued to extend to 
© any officer or ſoldier, who ſhall have a right to 
© vote at any ſuch election, as aforeſaid, but that 
every ſuch officer and ſoldier may freely, and 
© without interruption, attend and give his vote at 
* ſuch election, any thing herein before contained to 
the contrary thereof notwithſtanding,” 


N Tueſday the 15th day of Abril, the houſe of 
Lords went into a Committee on the ſaid bill, 
and the firſt enacting clauſe being read, the Earl of 


| Angleſey ſtood up and took notice, That if none 


but the Secretary at War ſhould be obliged to ſend 
* orders to the ſoldiers to withdraw at the time of 
an election, the intention of the bill might be eaſi- 
ly defeated; becauſe if any future miniſter ſhould 
© have a deſign to over-awe any election, or any 
number of elections, he might get the Secretary at 
War removed juſt before the elections came on, 
and no new one appointed till after they were over; 
* and as the bill then ſtood, any other perſon acting 
* as Secretary at War, might refuſe to iſſue ſuch or- 
© ders, by which the intention of the bill would be 
* defeated ; therefore he would propoſe, that after 
© theſe words, The Secretary at War for the time 
being, the following words ſhould be added, viz. 
* Or ſuch other perſon to whom it ſha!l belong. Which 
amendment was agreed to without any debate. 
Then a motion was made for leaving out the ſe- 
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cond enacting clauſe, and conſequently theſe words another 
in the firſt clauſe, viz. And every ſuch regiment, mendme. 


— * troop, 


Argument 
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troop or company, or other number of ſoldiers, as afore. 
ſaid, ſhall upon the receipt of ſuch orders accordingly 


march. 


This occaſioned a ſtrenuous debate, in which the 


argument for the motion was in ſubſtance as follows, 
VIZ, 


My Lords, by a bill which we have this ſeſſion 
paſſed into a law, I mean the bill againſt mutiny 
and deſertion, and the articles of war which are 
ſettled and ſigned by his Majeſty, in canſequence 
of that bill, we know, that every officer is obliged, 
under very high penalties, to obey all ſuch orders 
as he ſhall receive from his Majeſty's Secretary at 
War, or any perſon acting as ſuch : Therefore ! 
muſt think it very unneceſſary to lay the officers 
under any new obligation, for giving obedience to 
thoſe orders, that are by this bill to be ſent him 
from the Secretary at War, with reſpect to his re- 
moving from any place where an election is to be. 
For this reaſon, my Lords, I am of opinion, that 
the ſecond enacting clauſe of this bill, which is 
next to be read to your Lordſhips, ought to be 
intitely left out, and inſtead thereof a clauſe inſert- 
ed, for laying penalties upon the Secretary at War, 
or other perſon acting as ſuch, who, ſhall refuſe or 
neglect to iſſue orders, as directed by this act; 
and if your Lordſhips agree with me in this opi- 
nion, you muſt of courſe leave out of the clauſe 
now read to you theſe words, to wit, And every 
ſuch regiment, troop or company, or other number of 
foldiers, as aforeſaid, ſhall upon the receipt of ſuch 
orders accordingly march, | 
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If any officer, my Lords, ſhould diſobey the 


orders ſent him upon any ſuch occaſion by the Se- 
cretary at War, he might be tried by a court mar- 
tial, and ſubjected to the puniſhment of mutiny, 
which is a much more ſevere puniſhment than any, 

. 0 1 
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] believe, your Lordſhips intend to inflict by this 
bill; therefore it is very unneceſſary, nay it would 
© even ſeem a little ridiculous to make a new law, 
for inflicting a puniſhment leſs ſevere than that 
* which is inflited by a law we have already paſſed 
this very ſeſſion of Parliament; and it would be 
* a great hardſhip upon officers to ſubje& them to ſo 


many different ſorts of trials for one and the ſame 


crime: Beſides, my Lords, the regulation, as it 
* ſtands at preſent in the bill, might be attended 
with very great inconveniences ; for if every offi- 
cer were laid under an abſolute neceſſity, not only 
* to remove out of the town, but not to return to it 
* upon any account during the time of an election, it 
would be impoſſible for the civil power to have 
the aſſiſtance of the troops in caſe any great tu- 
* mult or riot ſhould happen at an election: Nay, 
the enemies of the government might take the op- 
* portunity of an election for a new Parliament, to 
* aſſemble and form themſelves into great bodies, at 
* thoſe places where they knew the troops could not 
* come to diſturb them, by which means, they might 
be enabled to begin a general inſurrection, and 


might come to a very great head before his Ma- 


* jeſty could make any ule of thoſe troops which are 
given him by Parliament, for preſerving the tran- 
* quillity of the kingdom: Even our enemies abroad 


might take an occaſion to invade us, and to land 


* their troops at ſome of our towns upon the ſea 
* coaſt during the time of an election, when, if this 
* bill as it now ſtands ſhould paſs into a law, none 
* of his Majeſty's troops could come within two 


miles of the place, to diſpute or prevent their 


landing. 
* Theſe conſiderations, my Lords, convince me, 
* that no one of your Lordſhips will be for allowing 
this clauſe to ſtand as it is in the bill, without 
making ſome conditional proviſion or exception; 
and I cannot comprehend how any ſuch can be 
2 —__ * made, 
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Thus, to make this reſtraint abſolute, may embrol 
the nation in civil wars; and to make it conditional, 
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made, without ſubjecting the nation to greater dan. 
gers than thoſe we propole by this bill to avoid, 

for, if we make an exception, th..t the troops hal 
leave the town, and ſhall not return, unleſs ſome 
great danger happens, or 1s to be apprehended, 
we muſt give a power to ſome perſon or other to 
judge when that condition exiſts; and where tg 
lodge this power, does not to me ſeem ealy to de. 
termine : To lodge ſuch a diſcretionary power in 
the returning officer, or in any other magiſtrate of 
a little borough, would certainly be of the meſt 
dangerous conſequence to the freedom of elections; 
and it would be as dangerous to lodge it by a 
expreſs law in the breaſt of the returning officer, 


may endanger the freedom of our clections; for 
which I muſt think it much better to lay the officers 
under no reſtraint or obligation, but that which 
they are now under by the material law, and the 
mutiny bill we have already paſſed : By them the 
officers will always be obliged to obey the orders 
they receive from the Secretary at War. unlc{ 
ſome very ſudden and unforeſecn accident m.kes 


it abſolutely neceſſary for them to act otherwile; 


and in acting otherwiſe, they will always be cn. 
tremely cautious, becaule if they are not able to 


make the neceility clearly appear, ths y will thereby | 


ſubject themſelves to the laws agaiail mutiny. 
I know, my Lords, it may be faid, that as trial 
by courts martial are very much under the direc: 
tion of the crown, tho' an officer ſhould, on occa- 
ſion of an election, diſobey the orders be had re 
ceived from the Secretary at War, it would be in 
the option of the crown, or the miniſters of the 
crown, whether or no he ſhould be tried before a 
court martial for ſuch diſobedience ; and conſe- 
quently, that ſome officers would be ready to dif- 
obey them, as often as they knew that the orders 
Were 
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« were ſent only in obedience to the law, but that it 
© was not intended or expected they ſhould obey 
them; but it is certain, that no officer, would ven- 
ture to diſobey ſuch orders without private inſtruc- 
« tions in writing, under the hand of ſome ſuperior 
© miniſter ; and to ſuppoſe that any miniſter would 
venture to give ſuch inſtructions under his hand 
in writing, or that many officers would obſerve 
« ſuch private inſtructions, are ſuppoſitions which, in 
my opinion, there is not the leaſt ground to make; 
© nay, I think it is almoſt impoſſible for us to make 
© any ſuch, if we conſider, that if any officer ſhould 
« behave in ſuch an illegal manner, or if any ſuch 
private inſtructions ſhould ever be divulged, a com- 
« plaint would certainly be made in Parliament 
d againſt ſuch officer or ſuch miniſter, and both 
might expect the higheſt puniſhment the Parlia- 
ment could inflict, 

But, my Lords, ſuppoſe that an officer could, in 
* ſuch caſe, hope to evade all puniſhment before a 
court martial or in Parliament, yet even as the 
© Jaw ſtands at preſent, he could not hope to evade 
© all manner of puniſhment z for if any officer 
© ſhould remain in, or return to any town, during the 
© time of an election, and ſhould make uſe of the 
© troops under his command for over-awing the 
election, he might be indicted even at common law 
upon the ſtatute of Edward the Iſt, called Weſt- 
* minſter the firſt ; by the 5th chapter of which it is 
* declared, That no man ſhall by force of arms, by 
© malice, or by menaces, diſturb the freedom of any 
election, under the pain of grievous fine and im- 
priſonment; which is ſo ſevere a puniſhment, that 
it is not to be ſuppoſed any officer would ſubject 
* himſelf to it, at the deſwe of any miniſter, eſpe- 
* cially, if ſuch officer were a gentleman of fortune 
© and figure in his country, as moſt of our officers 


$. 


are at preſent, and I hope always will be. 
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1 hope, my Lords, I have now clearly ſhewn, 


that there is no neceſſity for laying the officers of 


4 
* 
o 


the army under any of the reſtraints or penaltics 
propoſed by this bill, becauſe they are already un. 
der as great reſtraints and penalties, as can be ſup. 
poled neceſſary tor preventing their attempting to 


over- awe any election, either by ſtaying in, or re. 


o 
* 
c 
c 
C 
c 
4 
6 
s 
4 
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turning to, the place where there is an election, or 


by making uſe of the troops under their command, 
for diſturbing the freedom of the election; and as 
it muſt be granted, that the reſtraints propoſed by 
this bill would expoſe us to great dangers and in. 
conveniences, therefore I doubt not but your Lord. 
ſhips will agree to the amendment I ſhall propoſe 
upon reading the next clauſe ; and for this reaſon, 
you muſt agree to leave out thoſe words which ! 
have propoſed to be left out of the clauſe now be- 
fore you.” 


It was anſwered to the following effect, viz. 


By the amendment now offered, my Lords, 
the intention of the preſent bill, and indeed of 
all ſuch bills, ſeems to be very much miſun- 
derſtood ; for it 1s certain, that all bills of the 
ſame nature with that now before us, are deſigned 


as limitations and reſtrictions upon the power ot 


the crown, or rather upon the power of miniſters 
acting under the crown. During his preſent Ma- 
jeſty's reign we are certain, that no incroachments 
will be made upon the freedom of elections, by 
means of the army, or by any other means; but 
this ought not to prevent our making ſuch regula- 
tions, as may appear neceſſary for preventing ſuch 
incroachments in any future reign; and as it has 
always been ſuppoſed, that troops quartered, or 
remaining in any town, during the time of an 
election, might be ſome ſort of incroachment upon 
the freedom of that election; therefore ever ſince 

we 
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« we had any ſuch thing as a ſtanding army in this 
« iſland, the miniſters of the crown have thought 
© themſelves, in common prudence obliged to order 
« the troops to remove from every town, where 
there happened to be an election, and not to return 
« to that town till the election was quite over. This 
has hitherto been left to the prudence and diſcre- 
tion of the miniſters for the time being; and the 
© reaſon of doing fo was, that we have never yet 
been certain, that a ſtanding army would be kept 
up for any ſucceeding year; but now that we have 
continued a numerous ſtanding army for ſo many 
© years, and are like to continue it for years to come, 
© it was thought proper not to leave that to the pru- 
« dence of miniſters, which might, in ſome future 
© reign, be made uſe of {or the overturning of our 
« conſtitution ; and therefore this houſe agreed to the 
* motion which was made, for ordering the judges 
to bring in the bill now before us: For this reaſon 
] muſt think, my Lords, that it was the opinion 
* of this houſe that we ought, by an exprels law, to 
put it out of the power of any future adminiitra- 
tion, to neglect doing that, which all former ad- 
* miniſtrations have, in regard to our conſtitution, 
thought themſelves, in common prudence, obliged 
© to do. 

* This, my Lords, was certainly your opinion, 
* when you agreed to the order for bringing in this 
bill; but from this opinion we muſt now depart, 
© or we muſt diſagree with the noble Duke in the 
amendment, which he has been pleaſed to offer; 
tor if your Lordſhips deſign by a new law, to lay 
* reſtriction or limitation upon the miniſters of the 
* crown, the execution of that Jaw is not ſurely to 
* be intruſted with thoſe upon whom that re- 
* {triftion or limitation is deſigned to be laid; which 
* would be the caſe, if the motion now made to us 


* ſhould be agreed to, Ir is true, the officers of the 


army are, by the mutiny bill and the articles of 
* war, 
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* war, obliged to obey. ſuch orders as they may 

from time to time receive from his Majeſty's &. 
cretary at War, and in caſe of diſobedience, they 
are ſubjected to very great puniſhments ; but for 
this diſobedience, they are to be tried only by ; 
court martial, and whether any ſuch court ſhall be 
appointed, or whether any ſuch officer ſhall be 
tried before ſuch court when appointed, is intirely 
in the power of the crown, or more properly of 
the miniſters acting under the crown, who are the 
very perſons whoſe power was deſigned to be li. 
© mited when this bill was propoſed, Can we then 
* ſuppoſe, my Lords, that an officer who diſobeyed 
© ſuch orders at the deſire of a chief miniſter, would 
© ever be brought before a court martial, or tried 
for ſuch diſobedience? Your. Lordſhips cannat 
« ſurely ſuppoſe any ſuch thing; and therefore you 
© cannot, in my opinion, agree to the amendment 
* now propoſed, unleſs you have departed from the 
« deſign you had, when the order for bringing in 
© this bill was agreed to. 

But farther, my Lords, let us conſider who ar 
© the judges upon every court martial; they are all of 
* ficers of the army, judges, whoſe commiſſions de- 
* pendabſolutely upon the pleaſure of the crown; and 
© ſhall we leave any thing relating to the freedom of 
elections, upon which the preſervation of our con- 
+ ſtitution ſo much depends, to be tried only before 


a a #6 


R K K K «© 6 


© ſuch judges? The noble Duke has told us, that an 


officer may, upon any ſudden and unforeſeen emer- 
* gency, diſobey, or act contrary to, the orders he 
receives from the Secretary at War; and, is i 
not to be preſumed, that a court martial, compoſed 
* of ſuch judges, will admit of any emergency, 2 
* aſufficient excuſe for diſobey ing ſuch orders, when 
they know that ſuch diſobedience proceeded from 
private inſtructions, given by a principal miniſter 
of ſtate? Surely we have not yet forgot what was 
one of the principal grievances complained of * 
« fore 
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fore the revolution; what was one of the firſt 
things redreſſed by the revolution: The general 
« complaint was, and it was a complaint but too well 
« grounded, that the judges commiſſions were all 
during pleaſure ; and therefore they were too apt 
to follow the directions they received from the 
crown, in any affair, where the miniſters thought 
fit to give directions: Have not we then good 
« reaſon to be afraid that the judges upon a court- 
martial may, in future times, do as other judges 
during pleaſure have done in times paſt? And 
« ſhall we leave an incroachment upon the freedom 
« of our elections, to be puniſhed only by fuch 
© judges? Your Lordſhips did not certainly intend 
any ſuch thing, when you gave orders for drawing 
* up the bill now before us; and therefore the learn- 
© ed judges have very wilely drawn it up, in ſuch a 
manner as to ſubject the diſobedience of an officer, 
© in the caſe now before us, to a trial at common 
© law, which is the only method by which the bill 
© can be made effectual. 

That the ſubjecting of an officer to ſeveral ſorts 
© of trials for the ſame crime, would be a hardſhip 
© upon the officers of the army, cannot, my Lords, 
© be an argument of any weight, when we conſider 
that the preſervation of our conſtitution is in the 
© other ſcale : It has, in many cafes, been thought 
© neceflary to ſubject the gentlemen of the army to 


be tried by the common law, as well as by a court 


martial: Even by the mutiny bill itſelf, if any of- 
* ficer or ſoldier ſhall take quarters againſt law, or 
© ſhall diſturb his quarters, he is made liable to be 
tried by the quarter-ſefſions ; and if upon ſuch 
* trial he be found guilty, if an officer, he is to be 
immediately caſhicred: And I hope your Lordſhips 
* will think that an officer's diſturbing the freedom 
* of an election, is an affair of greater conſequence 
than that of diſturbing his quarters; and that there- 
* fore you will not think ita hardſhip ro ſubject him 

* © 
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© to a trial at common law, in the one caſe as well x 
the other. 

As to the dangers and inconveniences to which 
< it is pretended we may be expoſed, by laying off. 
 cers under an abſolute neceſſity of removing from 
© any place where there is to be an election, and not 


ed, my Lords, upon ſuppoſitions, I am ſure much 
© more unreaſonable than that of ſuppoſing, that 
« ſome miniſter may hereafter do what he ought no 
to do: For to ſuppoſe that any ſuch number d 
< men can meet at any election, as may endanger 
< thegovernment z to ſuppole that all thoſe men are 
« ſuch as will riſque their lives and their fortunes, by 
« joining in an inſurrection z to ſuppoſe that they are 
< all regularly armed and prepared for war; and to 
< ſuppoſe that this concert can be carried on without 
the government's hearing a word of it before the 
day of election; is carrying ſuppoſitions, I mult 
« ſay, a great length, and endeavouring to perſuade WW *« « 
us, to leave ourſelves expoſed to real dangers, by 
« frightening us with thoſe which are altogether ima- WE « 1 
«* ginary, Then with reſpect to invaſions ; to ſup- Wh © | 
« poſe that an invaſion may be made, and the troops I «© : 
landed juſt at the time, and at the very place where i «© : 


dan election happens to be carrying on, we mult WW © | 


« firſt ſuppoſe, that an expreſs has gone over to let WM © 1 
the enemy know the day appointed for the elec- WW © t 
tion; that after their receiving this account they Fi © | 
* embark their troops, ſail, and meet with ſuch a IO © 1 
< favourable wind as to bring them directly to the 
place where the election is, on the very day it be- 


gins, or within a few days after; and to ſuppoſe * | 


that all this may be done in ſuch a ſhort time as if © 
< what uſually intervenes between the appointing of 
© the day of election, and that day's coming on, is 
« really carrying ſuppoſitions a moſt extravagant 
length. But, my Lords, if theſe were ſuppoſi- I © 
| .- © t10n9 . 
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« tions that could be made, they would be of no 
« weight in the preſent debate; for it is in all caſes 
a certain maxim, that Inter Arma filent Leges. 
« Upon any ſuch occaſion, the troops not only 
might, bur ought to march into the town where 
an inſurrection or invaſion happens, notwithſtand- 
© ing its being at the time of an election, notwith- 
ſtanding the law now propoſed, and notwithſtand- 
ing any law that is or can be made: In times of 
« ſuch danger men are always indemnified for what 
they may be obliged to do againſt the letter of the 
© law, and a particular act of Parliament for that 
« purpoſe, has always been paſſed as ſoon as the 
danger was over. 

As for any little riots or tumults that may hap- 
pen at the time of an election, I cannot ſee, my 
Lords, why there is any more danger to be ap- 
© prehended from them now than there was former- 
ly, when we had no ſuch thing as regular troops, 
either to prevent their happening, or to quell them 
* when they did happen. In former times, the ci- 
vil power was always found ſufficient for prevent- 
© ing riots, or for quelling them and puniſhing the 
© authors of them; and conſidering the ſevere law 
* againſt riots, which was lately made, and is till 
© in force, I am ſure it cannot be ſaid, that the ci- 
vil power is now leſs ſufficient for that purpoſe 


than it was formerly. Beſides, my Lords, we all 


* know, that a riot or tumult at an election makes 
it a void election; therefore it is always the buſi- 
© nels of thoſe who have the ſtrongeſt party, to en- 
* deavour to prevent all ſuch; and, indeed, there is 
* ſeldom or never any great riot happens, but what is 
© occaſioned by thoſe who have a mind to make the 
election void, or by the magiſtrates, who preſide 
* at the election, doing ſome ſignal injuſtice to the 
© electors; but ſuppoſing that there may happen 
* now and then a few broken heads or bloody no- 


© ſes at an election, are we, on that account, to 
Vol. XIII. I have 
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have all our elections carried on under the terror 
and influence of a regiment of ſoldiers ? Or ar: 
< we to give them a pretence to be preſent at all our 
elections, or to give every little magiſtrate, or per- 
© haps a cuſtom-houle officer, a power to call them 
in when he has a mind? | 

Even the noble Lords who have ſpoke for the 


amendment, ſeem to think it dangerous to give 


by law, to any returning officer, or magiſtrate of 
© a little borough, a power to call in the troops du- 
ring the time of an election whenever he pleaſes; 
and they likewiſe ſeem to think it dangerous to 
give, by law, a power to the officers themſelves 
to remain in, or return to, the place where an 
election happens to be, whenever they think it ne- 
ceſſary; yet by the amendment they propoſe, the 
* commanding, officer for the time, is to be veſted 
* with this very power: The ſecretary at war, indeed, 
is to be obliged to ſend his orders for the troops to 
remove; but, as the noble Lords themlelves have 
explained it, the commanding officer may diſobey 
© theſe orders in caſe of any ſudden and unforeſcen 
emergency, without running any riſque of being 
tried or puniſhed by a court-martial tor ſuch dit- 
* obedience; and we may depend on it, that ſuch 
* emergencies will never be wanting, when a prime 
* miniſter has a mind that the troops ſhould remain 
in, or return to the place where an election is car- 


* rying on: Nay, it will always be in the power of 


any returning officer, or magiſtrate of a little bo- 
rough, or of any cuſtom-houle or exciſe officer, to 
* furniſh the commanding officer of the troops with 
* ſuch an emergency; for we know that the troops 
have always a general order to be aſſiſting to the 
© civil power, and likewiſe to all officers of the re- 
venue; and therefore the returning officer may at 
© all times pretend that he is apprehenſive of a tu- 
© mult, and may demand the aſſiſtance of the troops; 
or a cuſtom-houſe or exciſe officer, may demand 

| their 
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| «© their affiſtance in ſeizing or ſearching for ſmug- 


© oled goods; and this will be a ſudden and un- 
* foreſeen emergency, that will always excuſe the 


| * commanding officer of the troops, for diſobeying 


* the orders he receives from the ſecretary at war, 


| © when any prime miniſter but inſinuates, that ſuch 


* excuſe ſhould be admitted of by the court-martial, 
* in caſe the officer ſhould ever be brought to a trial, 


| © for any ſuch diſobedience. 


© I am really ſurpriſed, my Lords, to find thoſe 


* whoare ſo apprehenſive of inſurrections and inva- 


* ſions, and ſo very apt to ſuppoſe dangers from 
+ thence ariſing, at the ſame time ſhewing them- 
* ſelves ſo very little apprehenſive of the deſigns of 


| © future miniſters, and ſo unwilling to ſuppoſe, that 


the conſtitution of this kingdom, and the liberties 
g of the people, can ever be in any danger from ſuch 


| * deſigns. I am ſure, my Lords, there is nothing 


more natural, than to ſuppoſe, that we may have 
in ſome future reign, an ambitious, rapacious, or 
* wicked miniſter ; and as the ſafety of ſuch a mini- 


| © ſter, can conſiſt in nothing ſo much as in deſtroy- 


ing the freedom of our elections, we mult neceſſa- 
« rily ſuppoſe, that he will leave no ſtone unturned 
for accompliſhing that wicked purpoſe ; therefore 
ve muſt likewiſe neceſſarily ſuppoſe, that he will 
« fend ſuch private inſtructions, as have been men- 


* tioned, to the commanding officers of the troops, 


in all places where he cannot influence the election 
© by any other illegal means ; and as fuch a mini- 
* ſter may probably have the ſole management of 
his maſter, it is well known what lengths ſome 
* officers may go, rather than riſque their commiſ- 


© ſions, by diſobeying his private commands, or in 


order to recommend themſelves to his favour for 
* preferment : Such an illegal obedience to miniſte- 
* rial inſtructions is not, indeed, to be apprehend- 

1 
ed from the preſent officers of our army, but they 
are not immortal; and we do not, we cannot 
1 * know 
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know by what ſort of men they may be ſucceed. 
ed; therefore I think it is abſolutely inconſiſtent 
with the preſervation of our conſtitution to leaye 
thoſe officers, who may hereafter incroach upon 
the freedom of our elections, to be tried only by 
thoſe who may be guilty of the ſame crime, and 
at the ſole pleaſure of thoſe whoſe intereſt it may 
be, whoſe ſafety may depend upon it, either not 
to try them at all, or to try them only in order 
to acquit them. 

A proſecution in Parliament is not to be appre. 
hended, my Lords, either by officers or miniſter, 
when by ſuch illegal means they have got a Parla- 
ment to their own liking ; and as to officers being 
ſubject to a trial at common law, upon the ſtatute 
of Edward Iſt, I muſt obſerve, that if an off:. 
cer or any other, ſhould commit a breach of the 
peace, by openly endeavouring to over-awe an elec 
tion, or by openly intimidating any returning offi 
cer or elector, he might be indicted, tried and pu- 
niſhed at common law upon that ſtatute; but no 
officer or ſoldier can be indicted, tried and puniſh- 
ed at common, by virtue of that or any other ſla- 
tute, for not removing from the place, or for re: 
turning to the place, where an election is carrying 
on; and the deſign of this bill is, at leaſt I always 
took the deſign of it to be, to prevent the officers o- 
ſoldiers being preſent in any town or place upon 


any fuch occaſion ; for it they are allowed to be ip 


preſent, they may fall upon twenty ways to influ- 
ence, and even to over-awe the election, without 
its being poſſible to prove any overt act againſt 
them, ſo as to indict them at common law upon 
the ſtatute of Edward the Iſt. 

This was, my Lords, what made the bill now 
before us neceſſary ; the deſign of the motion was, 
and when your Lordſhips agreed to that motion, 
I muſt think your deſign was, to make it criminal 
in any officer or ſoldier, to be preſent in any place 
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nt WW + during the time of an election, unleſs he was there 
re as an elector; but if your Lordſhips agree to the 
amendment now propoſed, you alter the whole in- 
y « tention of the bill; you make it, indeed, criminal 
din the ſecretary at war, not to iſſue ſuch orders as 
are directed by the bill, but you do not make it 
t criminal in an officer or ſoldier to be preſent in 
cr any place during the time of an election; at leaſt, 
« you do not make it a legal crime for which he may 
re. be tried at common law: Nay, in my opinion, it 
„will not be fo criminal, after the paſſing of this bill, 
ia- as it was before; for before the bringing in of this 
ng WW © bill, an officer did not know but that he might be 
utc brought to a trial at common law, if he remained 
f. in any town, or returned to it during the time of 
the W clection; whereas hereafter, if he remains in the 
ce. © town, if he brings his regiment, troop or compa- 
ff. ny to the very place of election, and plants cen- 
pu- WF © tries to attend the poll-books, he knows how he is 
no to be tried; he is to be tried by his brother officers 
ſh- WF © in a court- martial, and I do not know but their ſen- 
u- © tence may be pleaded in bar, to any future indict- 
re- ment brought againſt him upon the ſtatute of Ed- 
ing ward the Iſt; for what interpretations may here- 
ays after be put upon this law, cannot now be ſo eaſi- 
by determined: And therefore, I hope your Lord- 
don © ſhips will paſs the bill in the ſame ſhape the learned 
be © judges have brought it in, unleſs ſome more con- 
flu - © vincing reaſon than any J have yet heard ſhould be 
out WF © given, for turning it into a ſhape very different 
inſt trom that in which it is at preſent. 


The reply was in ſubſtance, as follows, vis. 


vas, * My Lords, what was the deſign of other Lords, ry, 
ion, * when they moved for, or agreed to, the order for 
ina bringing in this bill, I ſhall not pretend to deter- 
ace mine; but all I thought was intended, either by 
ing the motion or order, was, to lay miniſters in time 
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© to come, under a legal obligation of doing that WW * ! 
< which miniſters in time paſt have always done MW t 
< without any obligation, but what aroſe from the "0 
great regard they have always ſhewn to the free. "0 
dom of our elections. From this regard, care hs * © 


ways be ſent upon every ſuch future occaſion. This 


always hitherto been taken, when there was to be {MW © | 
an election at a place where any troops were quar- {W * © 
tered, to ſend orders for the troops to remove to "A 
ſome other place during the time of the election; * 
and all I expected was to be done by the law pro- 
poſed, was, to enact, that ſuch orders ſhould al. 


was my only deſign, when I agreed to the order 
for bringing in this bill; and this deſign would be 
fully accompliſhed by the bil!, when amended as 
has been propoſed. I never indeed once imagined, 
that the officers and ſoldiers ſhould be abſolutely 
baniſhed from any ſuch place during the time of an 
election; I could not imagine, that it was to be 
made highly criminal in any officer to appear as a1 
private gentleman in any ſuch place, in order to 
viſit his friends in the town, or to drink a glaſs MW * 
with any gentleman of his acquaintance, who might 
perhaps come into town upon that occaſion ; and 
I mult think, that the paſſing of ſuch a law would 
really be doing them a very great injury; it would 
be treating them as enemies, not as ſubjects; * 
whereas, while our army continues upon its pre- 
{ent footing, I think both the officers and ſoldiers 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


ought to be looked on, not only as ſubjects, but as 
ſubjects as much concerned as any other in the pre- 
ſervation of our conſtitution, and of the freedom 
of our elections. 

« I was likewiſe, my Lords, far from ſuppoſing, 
or ever deſigning, that it ſhould, by law, be put 
abſolutely out of the power of the troops to remain 
in the town, or to return to the town where an 


election happened to be, even in a caſe of the ut- 
| © moſt Þ *© 
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| «© muſt neceſſity and danger; for, though I do not 
| © think we need be at preſent under any very great 
| © apprehenſions of inſurrections or invaſions, yet I 


think we ought not to pals a law, which may tend 


directly to encourage them: It cannot, 'tis true, 


be ſuppoſed, that any ſuch great number of men 


| © can meet at any one place of election, as may en- 
danger the government; but ſuch a great number 
may meet in a few days at the place of an election, 
| ©* and may form themſelves into ſuch a regular body, 


* if they have but two or three days time for that 


| © purpoſe, as to put it out of the power of the troops 


in that neighbourhood to diſperſe them; nay, as 


| © tooblige the troops in that neighbourhood to march 
off and leave them; by which means two or three 
| © ſuch bodies of men, formed at different places in 


the time of a general election, may be able to join 


| © together, and thereby form ſuch a body as might 


* endanger the government : Then as to invaſions, 


| © the very day of an election at any of our ſea- port 


* towns, cannot indeed be known till after it is ap- 


pointed; but after the writs are iſſued for a new 
| © Parliament, the days of election may be nearly 


* gueſſed at, and a foreign enemy, by good intelli- 


| © gence, might very eaſily take their meaſures, ſo 
| © as to come to land at ſome of our ſea- port towns 
| © on the very day of election; upon ſuch an emer- 
- © © gency, the officer would certainly be excuſed if he 
| © marched his troops into town, in order to attack 
| * them; bur till they began to land, he would not 
venture the breach of ſuch a ſevere law, and after 
their having began to land, it would be too late 
for him to march ffom the quarters aſſigned him 


during the time of election, which might proba- 


| © bly be at three or four miles diſtance from that 
| © town. 


With reſpect to tumults and riots, my Lords, 
the reaſon of the ſevere law againſt them is very 
well known, and may be remembered by ſeveral 
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not be brought againſt them: They would very 
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of your Lordſhips : At that time, even with the 
aſſiſtance of the regular troops, the civil power 
was ſeldom or ever able to quell the riots and tu- 
mults that happened, till after they had done much 
miſchief; and if the regular troops were quite out 
of the caſe, I am convinced we ſhould, at man 

© elections, have ſuch tumults as could not be ſoon 
* quelled by the civil power, though now armed 
* with ſuch a ſevere law; for your Lordſhips muſt 
© conſider, that ſuch tumults or riots are ſeldom 
made, by thoſe who have a right to vote at any 
election; and it often happens that thoſe candidates, 
* who have the majority of the mob upon their ſide, 
have the majority of legal voters againſt them; at 
* all which places, it is probable, we ſhould have 
dangerous and very miſchievous tumults, if the 
* mob were aſſured, that the regular troops could 
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much deſpite the proclamation againſt riots, if they 
© knew that there was no armed force, ſufficient for 
putting the law in execution, after that proclama- 
© tion was read. | 

As it might be of the moſt dangerous confe- 
* quence, by an expreſs law, to lay an abſolute and 
a peremptory obligation upon the troops, not to 
remain in, or return to, any town, during the time 
of an election, notwithſtanding the greateſt neceſ 
* {ity and danger; ſo, my Lords, it might be of the 


* molt dangerous conſequence, by an expreſs law, to | 


« give a power to the troops to remain in, or return 
to ſuch a town, wheneverighey thought there was 
any neceſſity for their ſo doing; but I hope your 
* Lordfhips will conſider, that there is a very great 
difference between a power given by act of Parlia- 
* ment, and that power which ariſes from the im- 
mediate neceſſity a man is under: In the firſt 
« caſe, the proſecutor rauſt ſhew, that the perſon 
« proſecuted exceeded the power given him by 
* law, which, in many caſes, could not be ſo eaſily 

147 | | © done; 
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done; in the laſt, the perſon proſecuted will cer- 


« tainly be condemned, unleſs he can ſhew, to the 


« ſatisfaction of the court, the neceſſity he was un- 
der: Thus, by the amendment now propoſed, the 
Secretary at War is to be obliged to ſend his orders 
to the troops to remove; and, by another law paſ- 
* ſed this ſeſſion, the troops are obliged, under very 
* ſevere penalties, to obey thoſe orders; nothing 
* then can excuſe their diſobedience, but ſome ve- 


ry unforeſeen and dangerous emergency; and 


that emergency mult be made appear to the 
* court, by the officers who are guilty of ſuch diſo- 
© bedience. | | 

Jam as ſenſible, my Lords, and as much appre- 
* henſive of the dangers to which we may be expo- 


« ſed, by the deſigns of wicked miniſters, as any 


Lord in this houle, and ſhall always be for uſing 
all proper precautions againſt the deſigns of ſuch. 
« For this reaſon I agreed to the bringing in of this 
+ bill; and as I am of opinion that the amendment 
now offered, will not derogate, in the leaſt, from 


its efficacy againſt ſuch deſigns, therefore I can 


make no difficulty in agreeing to it; for by the 
bill, when amended as propoſed, it will be impoſ- 
* ſible for any miniſter to incroach upon the freedom 
* of our elections, by means of the army, unleſs we 
* ſuppoſe all the officers of our army ſo abandoned, 


as to ſacrifice their honour, their conſcience, and 
their country, to the favour of a miniſter ; which 


* 18 a ſuppoſition, I am ſure, we have no ground to 


make from paſt experience: As the officers of our 


army muſt always be ſubjects of Great-Britain, 
* we cannot ſuppoſe ſuch a general depravity of 
* manners among them, without ſuppoſing the ſame 
* depravity among all other ranks of men in this 


kingdom; and againſt ſuch a depravity it is im- 


{ poſſible to provide: Minifters will always have it 
in their power to beſtow preferments and rewards, 
* upon judges at common law, as well as upon offi- 
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cers of the army; and in caſe of ſuch a general 
depravity, we muſt ſuppoſe the former infected 
with it as well as the latter; in which caſe, the 
freedom of our elections would be no better ſecy. 
red, by ſubjecting the officers to a trial at common 
law, than by ſubjecting them to a trial before: 
court martial. 

« *Tis true, my Lords, it has always been thought 
improper to have regular troops in any place where 
an election is carrying on; and in this gener; 
opinion I readily join; I do think it is impro. 
per, but I cannot think it quite ſo dangerous air 
has, in this debate, been repreſented ; for really] 
cannot well form to myſelf an idea of any pradi. 
ces that either officer or ſoldier could be guilty , 
for over-awing, or incroaching upon, the freedom 
of an election, without expoling themſelves to an 


indictment upon the ſtatute of Edward the firſt. | 


am ſure, if they threatened any elector, or, by 
force, prevented any elector from coming to give 
his vote, that elector would be a good evidence for 
the King; upon his ſingle oath, a bill of indict. 
ment would probably be found by the grand jury, 
and I do not know but upon his ſingle evidence, 
if corroborated with any circumſtances, they night 
be found guilty upon the trial ; ſo that I am ap: 
to believe, it would be impoſſible for the officer 


or ſoldiers, to make uſe of any ſuch practices, » 


would be effectual for over-awing, or giving a tur 
to an election, without expoſing themſelves to: 
certain danger, not only of being proſecuted, but 
of being convicted at common law, upon the ta 
tute I have mentioned ; and therefore, unleſs we 
ſuppoſe a miniſter to have the direction of our 
courts of law, as well as of our courts martial, 
I doubt much if he could prevail upon many of- 


ficers to join with him, in over-awing or incroach- 


ing upon the freedom of our elections, 
RO! « That 
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That the bill now before us, or the amendment 
« propoſed, ſhould in the leaſt derogate from the 
« ſtatute of Edward the firſt, 1s what I cannot, my 
Lords, apprehend : If an officer diſobeys the or- 
ders of the Secretary at War, and remains in, or re- 
© turns to, any town, during the time of an elec- 
tion, he is, for ſuch diſobedience, to be tried by a 
court martial; but for any incroachment upon the 
freedom of an election, he is not ſurely to be tried 
aby a court martial; and therefore no trial by a 
court martial can ever be pleaded in bar, to an in- 
dictment upon the ſtatute of Edward the firſt. 
By that ſtatute, he may ſtill be tried at common 
law, if he openly incroaches upon the freedom of 
© any election; and by the bill now before us, when 
© amended as propoſed, he may be tried by a court 
martial, and ſeverely puniſhed, if he keeps the 
* troops in the town, or returns to the town where 
an election is carrying on, without a very immedi- 
* ate neceſſity for his ſo doing: By theſe two methods, 
I think, the freedom of our elections will be ſuffici- 
* ently ſecured, againſt all incroachments from our 
army; and therefore I ſhall be for agreeing to the 
amendment propoſed. 
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The queſtion being then put for agreeing to the Queſtion. 


amendment, it was, upon a diviſion, carried in the 


affirmative, by 70 to 35. 


The motion for the amendment, was made by Speakers. 


the Duke of Newcaſtle, and ſupported by the Earl 
of Cholmondeley, the Earl of Warwick, the Lord 
Hardwick, and the Lord Chancellor : It was oppo- 
led by the Earl of Aylesford, the Earl of Abingdon, 
the Earl of Angleſea, the Earl of Cheſterfield, the 
Far] of Scarborough, the Lord On/flow, the Earl 
of Winchelſea, the Lord Bathurſt, and the Lord 
Carteret, | 

At 
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Motion for 
another 


amendment. Preamble being always the laſt part of the bill which 
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55, 
At laſt the preamble of the ſaid bill was read the 


is read in the committee upon the bill) and a motion 
was made, that theſe words, viz. * To the end 
therefore that the ſame may be ſafely tranſmitted 
< to poſterity, and for the avoiding any inconverj. 
ences that may ariſe thereunto, from any regj. 
ment, ' troop, or company, or any number of ſo. 
diers, which ſhall be quartered or billeted within 
any city, borough, town or place, where an 
election of member or members to ſerve in Parliz. 
ment, or of the ſixteen Peers to repreſent the Peer. 
age of Scotland in Parliament, or of any of then, 
ſhall be appointed to be made,“ ſhould be lf 
out; and that, inſtead of them, theſe words, biz. 
That it hath been the conſtant uſage and practice, 
to cauſe any number of ſoldiers, quartered in any 
© place appointed for electing members to ſerve in 
Parliament, to remove out of the ſame during the 


time of election, ſhould be ſubſtituted, 
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Upon this motion there was another debate, in 
which the argument for the motion was in ſubſtauce 
thus, viz. 


My Lords, I have joined heartily with your 
Lordſhips, in every ſtep that has been taken, to. 


« wards the bringing in and paſling the bill now be- 


fore us, and ſhall be ready to join in every futur 
« ſtep, that may be neceſſary for completing ſo 
good a work; but, my Lords, there is one con- 
* ſideration that has all along given me a good deal 
of concern; and the preſent I take to be the pro- 
per time for explaining myſelf to your Lordſhips, 
and for offering ſomething to obviate the only in- 
* canvenience that is to be apprehended from the 
bill, as it now ſtands. It is an opinion, my Lords, 
that almoſt univerſally prevails without doors, that 
no bill of this nature is ever brought into Parlia- 

; ment, 
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ment, much leſs paſſed into a law, but for reme- 
« dying ſome grievance that has been felt and com- 
« plained of. Tis true your Lordſhips may, and 
do often, from your prudence and foreſight, order 
bills to be brought in, and paſs laws for the pre- 
venting of grievances in time to come, though no 
« ſuch grievance has before been felt or complained 
« of; but thoſe who are not acquainted with your 
method of proceeding in this reſpect ; thoſe who 
© are unacquainted with the motives, which may 
© have induced you to bring in or pals any ſuch 
bill; are always more apt to impute it to your ex- 
perience, in times paſt, than to your precaution for 
time to come: This conſideration has, all along, 
given me great concern; I am afraid that evil 
minded people may, from our paſſing of this bill, 
take occaſion to throw unjuſt reflexions upon his 
« Myeſty's government, as if ſome uſe had lately 
been made of the troops, for over-awing or in- 
* croaching upon the freedom of elections; and as 
* there is ſtill a party in the kingdom, diſaffected to 
* his Majeſty and his family, it is not to be doubt- 
* ed but that they will make uſe of this handle, for 


© ſowing jealouſies and fears among his Majeſty's beſt 


© ſubjects. 

* This conſideration, my Lords, weighty as it 
is, ought not to prevent our paſſing ſo good a bill; 
but I think we ought to take all poſſible precauti- 


ons to prevent ſuch a fatal conſequence z and this, 


I think, can only be done, by leaving out ſome 
* of the words in the preamble, and inferting others 
in their ſtead, as I ſhall immediately propoſe. 
* Your Lordſhips all know, that the bringing in of 
* this bill, was not occaſioned by a complaint againſt 
* any uſe that has lately been made of the regular 
troops; your Lordſhips mult be all ſenſible, that 
* his Majeſty's wiſdom and goodnefs is ſuch, that 
* he would, by no means, permit any of his troops 
to be made uſe of, for over-awing or incroaching 

* upon 
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upon the freedom of any election; and therefor, 
to ſatisfy the people, and to prevent his Majeſty, 
enemies from getting any pretence, for throwing 
reproaches upon his government, I hope you 
Lordſhips will agree to this amendment in th; 
© preamble, that theſe words, To, &c.* (moved x 
beforementioned.) 


. 


* 


The anſwer was to this effect, viz. 


As I have, my Lords, as firm an attachmen 
to his Majeſty, and the preſent happy eſtabliſh. 
ment, as any man in the kingdom, I can never 
hear his Majeſty's name or his government brought 
into any debate without the utmoſt concern ; and 
it has of late become ſo cuſtomary, to bring the 
ſacred name of the King into every debate, that! 
wiſh there were ſome order or ſome regulation 
made, for preventing the practice in time to come. 
Shall we never find fault with any meaſure taken 
by miniſters; ſhall we never propoſe any reguls 
tion for preſerving our liberties, againſt any future 
wicked adminiſtration, but we muſt be told, i 
will reflect upon his Majeſty and his government? 
My Lords, we are, upon all occaſions, to diſtin- 
guiſh between the King and his miniſters ; between 
the King's government and the miniſters admini. 
ſtration : His Majeſty and his government are ſo 


debates, and therefore ought never to be mention- 
ed; but the miniſters and their adminiſtration, 
may often deſerve our moſt ſevere animadverſions: 
This diſtinction, my Lords, is not only known in 
this houſe, but is known to all the people of the 
kingdom ; and therefore, whatever ſurmiſes may 
be raiſed, whether juſt or unjuſt, they can never 
affect his Majeſty or his government; becauſe, it 
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© to be done, every man muſt ſuppoſe it was done 
2 without 


ſacred, they can never be the ſubject of any of or 


any thing has actually been done, which ought not 
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« without his Majeſty's knowledge, and will never 
« meet with his approbation. 
« With regard to his Majeſty then, my Lords, or 
« his government, your Lordſhips have no manner 
« of reaſon to be under any concern, about the con- 
« ſequences of this bill, or to alter or add any words 
« for preventing any conſequences it can be attended 
« with. As to the miniſters adminiſtration, indeed, 
« | do not know but this bill may occaſion ſome ſur- 
« miſcs that may affect them, and it is impoſſible to 
ent prevent ſuch ; for the very bringing in of this bill, 
ih. will certainly give ground to ſuppoſe that ſome ir- 
ver regular uſe has lately been made of the troops, 
gt with reſpect to elections. I ſhall agree with the 
and noble Lords of the other ſide of the queſtion, in 
the WWF this, that it is the general opinion, that ſuch bills 
at | are ſeldom brought in, but for remedying ſome 
tion . grievance that has been felt; nay, ll go farther, 
me, I believe there is a great deal of reaſon for ſuch an 
ken opinion; for it is very well known, that when any 
la bill is offered for preventing a grievance, one of the 
ture WE moſt powerful arguments made uſe of againſt it, 
, it WW by a certain ſort of men, who always oppoſe ſuch 
ent? WM bills, is, that ſuch a grievance was never yet com- 
tin. plained of, therefore why ſhould you apprehend 
ween it, or make any proviſion againſt it? And this ar- 
nini. W gument is generally found to be of ſuch weight, 
e ſo that people ſeldom venture to bring in or propoſe 
our any bill for preventing a grievance, till after it has 
tion. been ſeverely felt, and generally, as well as loudly, 
tion, complained of. As this is generally the caſe, I do 
ons: not fee how it is poſſible to prevent ſuch ſurmiſes 
n in againſt the adminiſtration ; and what is now pro- 
" the FF poſed to be inſerted by the noble Duke, will, I 
am afraid, add credit to ſuch ſurmiſes; for the 
words he propoſes to inſert, will certainly be taken 
by the generality of people without doors, as in- 
ſerted by the miniſters, by way of vindication; and 
| remember an old ſaying, which, upon this _ 
« ſion, 
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A. 

* fion, I muſt beg leave to repeat; Neſcio quid nail « , 
« ſecum fert expurgatio. 6 a1 
For this reaſon, my Lords, the words Propoſed : ce 


to be inſerted, can, in my opinion, no way com. 
tribute to the vindication of the miniſtry ; and P 
they ſeem to imply a compliment, not to his Mz 


| 

« jeſty's government, but to the miniſter's admin. 5 
* {tration, I think it below the dignity of this hou WM . A 
to paſs ſuch a compliment, when we do not knoy iff, +, 
© whether it be true or not; for, as we have mad: * 
no inquiry; as not the leaſt proof has been laid be. . }, 
© fore us; we cannot, as members of this houſe, de. ſe 
* clare that it has been the practice, to cauſe the (ol. Wl i 
* diers, quartered in any place appointed for ele- . 4 
ing members to ſerve in Parliament, to rem Wi , h 
* out of the ſame, during the time of election. NI 
* am ſure we cannot with any juſtice ſay, it has be 4 
the conſtant practice; becauſe it has been lately a.. 
« firmed in this houſe, by perſons of great author.. ö 
« ty, and not contradicted, that it has not been te . 
* conſtant practice; and therefore I hope, eval . 
the noble Duke himſelf will agree, to leave de Heu 
word conſtant out of the amendment he pro- g 
2 poſes. | 6 |, 

But now, my Lords, I come to the words pro- , 


« poſed to be left out; and there, indeed, we hare 
* reaſon to apprehend ſurmiſes, ſurmiſes of the mo: Wl, 
terrible nature, becauſe they will not only aff 

© the adminiſtration, but the honour of this houſc; Ml 
* when the people hear that a bill was brought in . 
the learned judges, for tranſmitting ſa'ely to ou 


* poſterity, thoſe rights and privileges we receival il, + 
from our anceſtors, by preventing the influence MW 
* officers and ſoldiers in our elections; and when. 


they hear that we firſt ſtruck out the clauſe, tor, 
* ſubjecting officers and ſoldiers to a trial at common 
©. law, and then ſtruck out thoſe ſacred words in the 
« preamble, will they not naturally ſurmiſe, that ve 
* {truck that clauſe out of the bill, and thoſe word. 
2 | of, 


ed; ſo that if your Lordſhips 
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« out of the preamble, on purpoſe that thoſe rights 
and privileges, which we received from our an- 
« ceſtots, might not be tranſmitted ſafely to our 
« poſterity ? Will it not be ſurmiſed, that the neceſ- 
« fity for ſuch a bill was ſo evident, that there was 


no withſtanding the paiſing of ſome ſort of bill, 
but a majority of this houſe had taken care to leave 
« out all thoſe words and clauſes, which the learned 
« judges thought were neceſſary for making it effec- 
* tual? Theſe are ſurmiſes, my Lords, we ought 
* highly to regard ; and conſidering the folemn 
manner in which the bit} was brought in, conſider- 
© ing the character of thoſe who prepared it, confi- 
* dering the importance of the affair it relates to, we 
have great reaſon to apprehend, that there will be 
$ ſuch ſurmifes. 7 DER 

* The inferting of theſe words at the end of the 
+ preamble, ſhews the care and concern the learned 
* judges have for the preſervation of our conſtitution, 
* and looks ſomething like the invocations which, 
upon all ſuch occafions, the ancient heathens made 
* uſe off towards their gods; ſo that there really ſeems 
to be ſomething ſacred in them, and I cannot but 
* look upon it as a fort of deyotion, when argue 
* againft turning ſuch ſacred words out of the pre- 
* amble of this bill: Theſe words are no way incon- 
{ ſiſtent with the compliment propoſed to be inſert- 


make this compliment, you may, neyertheleſs, 
leave the other words ſtanding as they are: I can- 
not really form to myſelf the reaſon for 2 
them, unleſs it be to ſuppoſe, that you are afra 
© of giving the people too high a notion of their 
* rights and privileges, and too: warm an affection 
for them; which is an apprehenſion I am ſure 
none of your Lordfhips can entertain; and there- 
fore I hope the noble Duke will either drop his 
motion wholly, or at leaſt the firſt part of it: But 
* if he inſiſts upon the whole, it ought certainly to 
Ver, XIII. "7 bo 


ſhould agree to 


I? 
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© be ſeparated, becauſe ſome Lords may be for i de 
« ſerting the words propoſcd to be inſerted, * ta 
againſt leaving out the words propoſed to be F © nc 
out; and other Lords may perhaps be of a quit di 
© contrary opinion.” | Wot 
© be 
To this it was replied in ſubſtance as follow jel 
VIZ. a 0 
| It, 
Reply, Whatever there may be, my Lords, in thy © flu 
« diſtinction, between his Majeſty's government a in 
the adminiſtration of his miniſters, however well ©*! 
it may be underſtood in this houſe, I am afraid i 338 
js not ſo generally underſtood without doors; a *? 
« therefore I hope your Lordſhips will all agree wit the 
me in this, that it can be of no ſervice to his M on 
« jeſty or to his government, to raiſe groundlcls m of 
« falſe ſurmiſes againſt the adminiſtration of his mi. Wi 
© niſters: And as it cannot be ſaid, as there canal de 
be the leaſt pretence for ſaying, that ever an the 
election was over-awed by the regular troops, there lf 
« fore I think it is abſolutely neceſſary to inſert in lar 
« ſuch a bill as this, ſome words for preventing an the 
« ſuch ſurmiſe ; and I muſt think, that no words cal of 
be invented more proper for that purpoſe than thok cla 
that have been propoſed. There may, perhaps | 
have been one, or a very few late inſtances, when anc 
the troops did not remove from the place of che 
« tion as uſual; but if that affair were enquired ini obi 
„it would, 1 believe, appear, there were very (uf ©** 
« cient reaſons for their not removing; ſuch reaſon the 
«as, I believe, would convince every Lord of thi hot 
« houſe, that it would be of the moſt dangerous cou 
« ſequence to paſs this bill, in the ſhape ir which! out 
vas brought in. However, to avoid gay ſortbe WC 
+. diſpute in this particular, your Lordſhips may leay tho 
« the word conſtant out of the amendment that h & 
< been offered, and then, I hope, that part of tl in 
| 


amendment will be unanimouſly agreed to; for © 
| « declat 
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declare the truth, upon any occaſion, I can never 
© take to be what is properly called a compliment, 
© nor can I take ſuch a declaration to be below the 
« dignity of this houſe, eſpecially when neceſſary for 
preventing unjuſt ſurmiſes, which, it muſk, at leaſt, 
© be granted, could be of no great ſervice to his Ma- 
jeſty or his government. 

« As to the words propoſed to be left out, I take 
© it, my Lords, to be a general rule, that no ſuper- 
© fuous and unneceſſary words ought to be inſerted 
© in any bill; for the ſhorter any law is, it is cer- 
 tainly the better, providing the meaning and in- 
ꝛention of the law be fully and clearly expreſſed ; 

any ſuperfluous and unneceſſary words, inſerted ei- 

ther in the preamble or in any of its clauſes, ſerve 
only to confound the true meaning and intention 


| of the law, and to raiſe doubts and difficulties, 


when it comes afterwards to be applied to any par- 
ticular caſe that may occur, Of this nature I take 
thoſe words to be, which are now propoſed to be 
left out: I look upon them as altogether unneceſ- 
ſary and ſuperfluous ; for the end and intention of 
the bill, appears fully and clearly in every clauſe 
of it; and therefore it is very unneceſſary. to de- 
clare in the preamble, for what end it was propoſed 
or paſſed : This, my Lords, I take to be the true 
and the only reaſon, for moving to have thoſe 


ee vords left out; and the reaſon is ſo ſtrong and ſo 


Into, 
ſuff⸗ 
aſon 
f thi 
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ich! 
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obvious, that I think it impoſſible the leaving them 
out ſhould occaſion any unjuſt reflections againſt 
the adminiſtration, or againſt the honour of this 
houſe z and, as the reaſon for inſerting the other 
words, is as evident as the reaſon for leaving theſe 
out, I think there is no occaſion for ſeparatihg the 
two parts of the queſtion ; being convinced that all 
thoſe who are againſt any one part of it, will be 
againſt the whole; as, on the contrary, that all 
thoſe who are for any one part, will be for the 
hole, as it 9% Kinds ; | < 

| Cv After 
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Queſtion. After this, it being agreed to leave the word con- 
fant out of the amendment, the queſtion was put any 
upon the amendment ſo amended, which, upon a 6 
diviſion, was carried in the affirmative, by 64 to A 0 
28. 

Speakers, The motion for this amendment was made by the cul; 
Duke of Newcaſtle ; and ſupported by the Earls of _ 
Cholmondeley and Carliſle. The ſpeakers againſt i, I © 
were, the Earl of Aylesford, the Earl of Angle/«, Ml 
the Earl of Cheſterfield, the Lord Bathurſt, and the MW CA 


Lord Carteret. 1 
Reported, Next day the Lord Delawar reported from the 
committee of the whole houſe, the amendments made : 


by them to the ſaid bill; and the ſame being read by 
the clerk, the Earl of Ayles/ord moved, for recom. 
mitting the bill ; upon which the queſtion was put; 
but, upon a diviſion it was carried in the negative, 
by 61 to 33. ; 
Then the firſt amendment was read a ſccond 
time, which was to leave out the Jatter part of the 
_ . Preamble, and to ſubſtitute words inſtead thereof, 
reciting, * That it hath been the uſage and practice, 
to cauſe any number of ſoldiers, quartered in any 
N pore appointed for electing members to ſerve in 
« Parliament, to remove out of the ſame during the 
© time of election,“ as before mentioned. 
Which being objected to, after ſome new debate, 
the queſtion was put, Whether to agree with tte 
committee in the ſaid amendment? 


It was reſolved in the affirmative, Content 61, Nl 
Content 33. 


Diſſentient. 
Proteſt re- 1x, Becauſe we Conceive theſe words, (To the eni 
bill for regu- therefore, that the ſame may be ſafely tranſmitted to po- 
n. eri, and for the avoiding any inconvenience that nq 
' arife thereunto from any regiment, troop, or company, 
or any number of ſoldiers, which ſhall be quartered en 
Billetted within any city, borough, town or place, uber: , 
0 | 


an 
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any election of member or members to ſerve in Pariia- 
ment, or of the ſixteen Peers to repreſent the Peerage 
of Scotland in Parliament, or of any of them, ſhall be 
appointed to be made) extremely proper in a bill, cal- 
culated to preſerve to us and our poſterity the enjoy- 
ment of our liberties, by ſecuring the freedom of 
elections; beſides that, in our opinion, it ſeems very 
extraordinary to leave out words that ſingly intimate 
our deſire of tranſmitting to poſterity, the liberties 
we enjoy ourſelves, 


2. Becauſe we cannot conceive, that there was 


any weight in the argument urged for omitting theſe 
words, viz. That they carried an imputation, that 
ſome facts had been committed contrary to the free- 
dom of elections, which this bill was to prevent far 
the future : Whereas, in our opinion, it is ſo much 
the contrary, that we think the leaving out theſe 
words, the natural importance of which carry no 
imputation at all, may poſſibly be conſtrued, as a 
conſciouſneſs of ſome irregular uſe made of troops at 
elections, which, it might be apprehended, theſe 
words might point out, eſpecially ſince reports of 
that nature have of late been ſpread, whether well 
grounded or not, we do not take upon ourſelves to 
determine. | 


"Denbigh, Clinton, Ker, 
Chefterfield, Berkſhire, Bridgwater, 
Litchfield, Craven, Angleſey, 
Bolton, Huntington, Gower, 
Thanet, Cobham, Foley, 
Carteret, Bathurſt, Winchelſea 
Beaufort, Shafitſbury, and 
R. Lincoln, Boyle, Nottingham, 
Coventry, Monijoy,  Haverſham. 


; The three next amendments were read a ſecond 
time, and ſeverally agreed to, 
3 


Then 
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Then the fifth amendment was read a ſecond time, 
being to leave out theſe words, viz. * And every 
« ſuch regiment, troop or company, or other num. 
© berof ſoldiers as aforeſaid, ſhall, upon the receipt 
© of ſuch orders, march. 

Propoſed to agree with the committee in the ſaid 
amendments, _. 

Which being objected to, after debate, the queſtion 
was put upon the ſaid propoſition, and it was reſolv- 
ed 1n the affirmative. 

The next amendment was read a ſecond time, and 
agreed to. 

Then the next amendment was read a ſecond time, 
being to leave out the ſecond enacting clauſe, which 
was, to inflict penalties and puniſhments on officer 
and ſoldiers, who ſhould refuſe or neglect to remove 
out of places, at the time of elections, and to ſubſti- 
tute words, inflicting puniſhments on the Secretary at 
War, in caſe he neglects to iſſue orders for ſuch re. 
moval. 

And it being propoſed to agree with the commit. 
tee in that amendment. 

After fome new debate, the queſtion was put there- 
Pon. ts 

And it was reſolved in the affirmative, Content 64, 
Not Content 33. 5 


Diſſentieut. 
I. Becauſe we conceive, that the leaving out this 
clauſe, is, in reality, defeating the effect and inten- 


. — regulat- tion of the whole hill; a bill thought ſo neceſſary by 


the whole houſe, that the learned judges were unani- 
mouſly ordered to prepare and bring it in, in lieu 
of a clauſe to the ſame purpoſe, offered to be inſert 
ed in the annual a& 5 prevent mutiny and deſertion. 


2. Becauſe we think it much more neceſſary, that 
officers and ſoldiers ſhould be ſubject to be tried by 
the civil power, for an offence of this high nature, 

| againſt 
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againſt the conſtitution in general, than for quarter- 
ing a man contrary to the method preſcribed by the 
act to prevent mutiny and deſertion; for which crime 
they are, at prefent, liable to be tried and caſhiered 
by the civil magiſtrate. 


3. Becauſe we conceive, that this offence being an 
offence of the higheſt nature againft the civil govern- 
ment, is properly cognizable by the civil magi- 
ſtrate only, and moſt improperly reſerved to the de- 
termination of a court martial. Offences againſt mi- 
litary diſcipline are juſtly reſerved for the deciſion of 
a court martial, as conſiſting of perſons of the fame 
profeſſion, and conſequently the propereſt Judges ; 
and, by a parity of reaſoning, we concelve che ci- 
vil magiſtrate the fitteſt judge of civil offences. We 
cannot therefore but fear, that a court-martial may 
co: fiſt of perions who may be at leaſt ignorant, and, 
poſſibly haſty and partial judges of the merits of an 
election. 


4. Becauſe the intention of the hill being to pre- 
vent any inſults from troops during the time of elec- 
tions, we ſhould provide againſt all poſſible dangers z 
and tho* during his Majeſty's reign, we apprehend 


no ill uſe will be made of the troops; yet, in fu- 


ture time, miniſters may prevail, whoſe unpopular 
and deteſted adminittration may leave them no hopes 
of ſecurity from a free- elected Parliament, and re- 
duce them to the violent and illegal method of 


employing thoſe troops, kept up by the corruption 
of one Parliament, in the forcible election, or rather, 


nomination of another: In which caſe, no remedy 
can be hoped for againſt officers ſo offending, 
ſince, as the act now ſtands, they can only be 
tried by a court- martial, and a court- martial can 
only be appoi-ted by the crown; and, conſe- 
quently, the ſame wicked miniſter, who may here- 
after adviſe ſuch an attempt upon our conſtitution, 

i wth will 
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will not be likely to permit his guilty agents to ſuf. craz. 
fer, but the merits of their crime will carry impu- their 
nity along with it. 


A. 1 


Z 


5. Becauſe we cannot conceive that the argu- 
ments drawn from a poſſibility of a riot at an elec- 
tion, or of a rebellion or inyaſion during the time 
of election, wherein the aſſiſtance of military pow- 
er may be neceſſary, were in any degree ſufficient 
to induce the houſe to leave out this clauſe ; ſince, 
in the caſe of a riot, the civil magiſtrate is alrea- 
dy armed with a rigorous penal law, known by the 
name of the riot at; and in the caſe of a rebellion 
or invaſion, it is well known, that this and all other 
laws would be filent. But, on the other hand, 
we apprehend great inconveniences may ariſe, if 
troops have liberty to march into towns during the 4 
time of elections, at the requiſition of a partial and 
corrupted civil magiſtrate, who may call a majori- 
ty he diſlikes, a tumult, and. ſupply with force, the ( 
want of intereſt of an unknown and unqualified can- ¶ upc 
didate z by which means the voice of the people may mei 
be drowned in the noiſe of arms, Lo 


* 288 


| 6. Becauſe we apprehend, that a very injurious and effe 
dangerous conſtruction may, by, malicious people 
(too ſpecioully) be put upon the leaving out of this 


clauſe ; that although the unpopularity of rejecting MF © t 


the bill itſelf could not be withſtood, yet the elu- I * 
ding and enervating the efficacy of it had been di- Het 
rectly brought about: Which ſuppoſition, however 1 
groundleſs, may give great uneaſineſs and appre- * | 
henſion to many of his Majeſty's good ſubjects, and I *.t 
may bring very great unpopularity upon the ad- 
miniſtration, An evil! by all poſſible means to 1 
be prevented; fince hate begets hate, and an ad- * 1 
miniſtration, become unpopular, will ſoon become I} * ! 
deſperate, and may endeaygur to ſtrengthen their 


4.1735. DE BAT E 8. 137 


crazy and rotten foundation, by tearing away, for 
their own uſe, the corner ſtones of the liberty of the 


people. 
Cheſterfield, Bridgewater, Beaufort, 
Clinton; Bolton, Bathurſt, 
Ker, Craven, R. Lincoln, 
Denbigh, Thanet, Shafteſbury, 
| Coventry, Huntington, Boyle, | 
| Mont joy, Carteret, Winchelſea, 
| Litchfield, Cobham, Haverſham, 


Berkſhire, 


We differ for the above-mentioned reaſons, except 
the third, 


Angleſey, Gower, Foley, 


N Friday the 25th of April, the bill for grant- gal villread 
() ing and continuing the duties upon falt, and ird time. 
upon red and white herrings, for a term therein 
mentioned, was read a third time in the houſe of 
Lords, and a motion being made for paſſing the 


bill, the Lord Bathurſt ſtood up and ſpoke to this 
d effect, viz. 


us My Lords, tho? the arguments againſt this du- row Ba. 

g ty, and againſt this deſtructive method of raifing g 

u- money, were ſo fully ſtated and explained when againdt it, 

di- © this duty was laſt revived, that nothing now can 

rr I © be ſaid upon the ſubject *; yet as there are now 

re- © feveral Lords in this houſe who were not here at 

nd Il ©. that time, I muſt beg leave to repeat one of the 

d- * arguments then made uſe of, and which is, I think, 

to I © now ſtronger in ſeveral reſpects than it was at that 

d- © time, Figures, my Lords, are ſtubborn things, 
there is no twiſting them into any ſhape but that 


* Sex Vol. X. Page 291. 
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which is natural and right; and ſome facts are ſo 


evident and ſo notoriouſly known. that they can- 
not be denied or controverted. From theſe, my 
Lords, it muſt appear to every man who under— 


ſtands the common rules of addition, that the na- 


tion muſt, in nine years, pay near 800,000/. for 
the 500,000/. which by this bill is to be raiſed for 


the current ſervice of the preſent year: For as this 


ſum of 500,000/. is to be immediately borrowed 
at an intereſt of 4 per cent, we muſt pay the in- 
tereſt upon that. whole ſum, or very near it, for 


nine years, which is an additional ſum the nation 


muſt at laſt pay, amounting to near 180,000/, 


Then, my Lords, the expence of raiſing an col- 


lecting this tax for four years longer, mult like- 
wiſe be all paid by the nation, and this will 
amount to at leaſt 120, 00“. more; for, accord- 


ing to the loweſt computation, the cxpence of col- 


lecting this duty has always been reckore ut 
25, oo0l. per annum, for England, and 50001. er 
annum, for Scotland; this amounts to a ycarly ſum 
of 30,000/. which in four years amounts, as ! 
have laid. to the ſum of 120,000/. Thus, my 
Lords, from figures and facts it is plain, that for 
the 500,000/. now. to be borrowed, the nation 
muſt, in nine years, pay goo, ooo. for princi- 
pal, near 180,000/7. for intereſt, and 120,000/, 
for charges in collecting, being in all 890,000/7. 
We have heard it, my Lords, ſtrongly incu!- 
cated, both this ſeſſion and laſt, that upon the pre- 
ſent emergency we ought to endeavour to give fo- 
reign powers great ideas of the wealth and the 
ſtrength of this nation, and of our readineſs to en- 
gage in the war, in caſe we ſhould at any time 


hereafter find it neceſſary ſo to do. This, we have 


been told, would oblige them to fer bounds to their 
ambitious views, and give ear to thoſe reaſonable 
terms of peace which his Majeſty was to propoſl:: 
But when it is ſpread abroad, that now, in a . 

© 0 
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in this houſe, as an argument for our agreeing to 
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« of peace, in a time of profound tranquillity, we 
are borrowing money at the rate of 60 per cent. 
for the current ſervice of the year; will any power 
on earth imagine, that we have any wealth or 
power left, or that we dare engage in an expenſive 
and dangerous war? Surely, my Lords, we muſt 
admit, that there 1s ſome ſort of paralle] between 
the circumſtances of a nation, and thoſe of a pri- 
vate man; and I ſubmit to your Lordſhips, if you 
would not look upon a man in private life as a 
bankrupt, if he ſhould attempt to borrow money 
at a premium of 60 per cent. Therefore I muit 
conclude, that the powers now engaged in war will, 
from the very caſe now before us, look upon this 
nation as bankrupt, and will reckon us as unfit for 
engaging in a heavy war, as a bankrupt in private 
life would be for commencing an expenſive law- 
ſuit: And whether ſuch an opinion can contribute 
towards obliging the powers engaged in war to ſet 
bounds to any of their ambitious views, or to give 
© ear to the reaſonable terms of peace, which his Ma- 
jeſty is to propoſe, I leave to your Lordſhips to 
judge? 


To this no anſwer was made, but the queſtion cal- 
ied for, which being accordingly put, was carried in 
the affirmative without a diviſion. 


Mmediately after this bill was paſſed, the bill for Motion for 
enabling his Majeſty to apply the ſum of one mil- — 
lion out of the ſinking fund, for the ſervice of the year dill, vit che 
1735, was (according to order) read a third time, . en 
and a motion made for its being paſſed, which be- 
ing oppoſed, there enſued a long debate, in which 
the arguments againſt the bill were to this effect. 


Viz, 
© I have often, my Lords, heard it made uſe of Argument 


what 


140 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1735. 


« what was then before us, that it would ſtrengthen 
« his Majeſty's hands, and add to the credit and 
« eſteem of the nation among foreigners. This, my 
« Lords, is an argument that, when properly appli- 
« cd, will always have great weight with me; and I 
« think it never was, nor ever can be more properly 

applied, than againſt our agreeing to paſs this bill 

« Hitherto, or at leaſt, till within this year or two, 
the credit and the public faith of this nation have 
always been in great eſteem among foreigners, be- 
« cauſe they ſaw we had not only a power to pay off 
© honourably, all the debts we contracted during the 
« laſt heavy war, but that we had the wiſdom and 
the will to do ſo; and had actually ſet apart a 
conſiderable and a growing fund for that honeſt 
purpoſe : This our friends obſerved with pleaſure, 
becauſe from thence they took us to be in a flou- 
riſhing condition, and expected we would ſoon 
be free of all former debts, and conſequently, 
* would ſoon be in a condition of giving them the 
* fame powerful aſſiſtance we had given them in the 
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+ laft war, in caſe they ſhould, at any time, be un- 


« juſtly attacked: This our enemies looked on with 
< envy, with dread, and with awe, becauſe they ſaw 
« we were in a condition to revenge any inſults they 
+ ſhould offer, and to give a check to their ambi- 
© tious projects: But the bill we have juſt now pal- 
* fed, and the bill now before us, will quite change 
« the ſcene: To ſee us in the time of a profound 

peace, not only continuing, but mortgaging one 
© of the heavieſt and moſt dangerous taxes under 
« which our people groan; to ſee us laying vio- 
gent hands upon that ſacred fund which has been 
+ ſet a- part for the payment of our debts, which 


* ſtands actually mortgaged to the public creditors, 


© will make the whole world believe that the nation 
js reduced to the loweſt ebb : This will of courſe 


transfer the pleaſure from our friends to our ene- 


mies: The former may, perhaps, pity and be- 
s moan 
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* moan, but the latter will moſt heartily deſpiſe and 


© contemn us. 
My Lords, when the ſinking fund firſt began 
to be nibbled at, I was afraid of the conſequer ce, 
and I foretold what has now come to pals. I forc- 
told, that the next ſtep would be to apply the 
whole to the current ſervice of the year, and I am 
afraid, there are ſome among us, who already be- 
gin to think of making it a building inſtead of a 
« {inking fund; I am afraid, there are ſome who 
have already formed a project, of making it a 
fund for contracting new debts, inſtead of being a 
fund for paying off the old; and this I am the 
more afraid of, becauſe of the new doctrine we 
have heard advanced in this houſe, that the pub- 
« lic creditors have no manner of right in the finking 
fund, that they have no title or right, to demand 
any thing of the government, but the regular pay- 
* ment of their intereſt. This, my Lords, was to 
me a doctrine intirely new, a doctrine which gave 
me the utmoſt concern, becauſe I looked on it as a 
prelude, towards the mortgaging of that ſacred 
fund, for bringing a new debt upon this nation: 
and the application, which is to be made of that 
fund, by the bill now before us, I look on as a 
« paving of the way for that pernicious project; fo 
that what I am this day to ſay upon this ſubject, 1 
© ſhall ſay, by way of taking my leave of that ſacred 
s fund for ever, unleſs yout Lordſhips wiſdom and 
« prudence, or ſome very unexpected accident, gives 
a moſt agreeable diſappointment. 

But I hope your Lordſhips will now take this 
doctrine into your conſideration, and will this day 
© diſmiſs it with that contempt it deſerves, in order 


_ 0 


to prevent the pernicious conſequences with which 


© it is fraught. For my own part, my Lords, I 
have always looked upon bills, upon which any 
* fums of money have been borrowed, as contracts 
+ between the public and the private perſons _ 

* * 
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ent their money upon the credit of ſuch bills; and 
© when conſidered as ſuch, it is certain, all the clauſes 
and conditions of them ought to be moſt religiouſly 
© obſerved, and moſt punctually fulfilled. In this 
© light let us confider the ſinking fund: The taxes 
from which that fund aroſe, were all at firſt mort- 
< paged to the creditors of the public, every ſhil. 
ling arifing from ſuch taxes were, by the expreſs 
< words of the bills, by which thoſe taxes were firſt 
< eſtabliſhed, mortgaged for payment of the princi- 
pal and intereſt, or at leaſt the intereſt of what 
money was lent upon them; the laws by which 
© thoſe mortgages were made, are ſtill ſubſiſting, 
they ſtand as yet unrepealed, they cannot be re- 
« pealed, but by the conſent of thoſe, who 1001 
* their money upon them, or by the conſent of 
* thoſe perſons, who now ſtand in the place of the 
« firſt lenders; and while theſe laws ſtand unre- 
« pealed, while there is a ſhilling due upon any of 
the mortgages thereby eſtabliſhed, it is a breach 
of public faith, to apply any part of the pro- 
« duce of thoſe taxes to another uſe, without 
© conſent of thoſe, who have now a right to the 
mortgage. I do not know, indeed, but in this 
* caſe, the tacit conſent of the public creditors may 
be thought ſufficient ; but this is not the only con- 
« ſideration ; we ought to conſider, what is the in- 
© tereſt of the nation in general, and every man who 
< conſiders the general intereſt, muſt conclude, that 
the ſooner we pay off our public debts, the leis 
they will coſt us in the end, the leſs intereſt we ſhall 
pay for them, and the ſooner it will be in our 
power to free the people from ſome of thoſe taxes, 
© under which they now ſo heavily groan. 

© I have already ſnewed, my Lords, what a pre- 

« judice the bill now before us, may be to the credit 
© and eſteem of the nation abroad; and as I look 
upon it as ſome fort of | incroachment upon that 
national faith, which is engaged to the nn. 
« the 
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the public, by ſo many ſolemn acts of Parliament, 
| muſt think it will do a great injury to our pub- 
lic credit at home, among all men who ſeriouſly 
reflect and conſider the conſequences of things: 
Theſe are fatal conſequences, but theſe, my Lords, 
are not the moſt fatal! The diverting of this ſa- 
cred fund, and applying it to the current ſervice 
of this year, 1s, in my opinion, one of the greateſt 
injuries that can be done to his Majeſty and his fa- 
mily : To apply th's fund to current ſervices, in 
order to prevent the people's being ſenſible of any 
new expence that has been brought upon them, 
and to enable miniſters to provide for that expence, 
which their meaſures have made neceſſary, with- 
out laying any new tax upon the people, may per- 
haps be a good temporary expedient for an ad- 
miniſtration ; it may give a miniſter an opportu- 
nity to vaunt, that he has relieved the landed in- 
tereſt, that he has charged them with but one or 
two ſhillings in the pound, and by this he may 
put off the evil day for the time of his adminiſtra- 
tion: But this, my Lords, is ruining his maſter, it 
is an undermining of the government: Adminiſ- 
trations are fleeting things, miniſters are always 
changing, a mean temporary expedient may do for 
a miniſter, who has no view beyond the term of 
his own adminiſtration ; but his Majeſty's govern- 
ment is permanent, I hope it will endure in him 
and his family for ever; and to make uſe of any 
little temporary expedient, which may in the end 
greatly endanger or diſtreſs his Majeſty's govern- 
ment, or the government of any of his family, is 
a moſt imprudent ſtep ; at preſent, my Lords, I 
ſhall call it by no worſe a name. The bill now 
before us, I muſt look on as ſuch an expedient ; it 
is nothing but a temporary expedient for conceal- 
ing from the people, the expence which the nation 
is to be put to for this enſuing year: In a few 
years the people, who are now eaſed by this 


expe- 


143 


244 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 17335. 


+ expedient, will all be gone; in a ſhort time, few 
or none of them will be alive, to expreſs their gra. 
< titude for the eaſe they now meet with; and as 
© the eaſe given to the preſent generation, will fall 
* with double weight upon poſterity, they maſt 
$ neceſſarily groan heavily under the burden; they 
will have reaſon to complain, they will have rea- 
£ ſon to murmur, and moſt of them may, from that 
© only cauſe, become diſaffected to his Majeſty and 
© his family. EI 

If we have any reſpect, my Lords, if we have 
c any regard for the illuſtrious family now upon the 
s throne, this conſideration ought to make us trem- 
ble, when we hear any ſuch expedient mentioned, 
© as that now before us: But there is ſtill another 
« conſideration which ought to have great weight: 
If we have a mind ever to be free of that load of 
debt the nation at preſent labours under, particular 
care ought to be taken, to make a proper applica- 
tion of the ſinking fund during all times of peace; 
for if this nation ſhould happen to be engaged in 
< a war, we cannot ſuppoſe that the ſinking fund 
© will amount to near ſo much as it does at preſent, 
© am indeed afraid, it would upon ſuch an emer- 
< gency, almoſt intirely vaniſh z and this ought to 
be particularly taken notice of by thoſe, who may 
* now perhaps be forming projects for railing new 
« debts upon the credit of the ſinking fund. The 
true nature of this fund, is very little underſtood 
by thoſe who imagine, that it has been all 
got from the diminution of the intereſt payable 
to the creditors of the public. It is very well 
© known, that by the diminution of intereſt in the 
s years 1717 and 1727, we got in the whole but 
697, ooo J. annual income, and out of this fum we 
© ought to deduct the annual ſum of 100,0001/. 
< ſince added to the civil liſt, we ought to deduct 
the ſalt duty, which has been lately taken from the 
+ ſinking fund, and made à fund for contracting a 


© new 
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new debt, and we ought to make many other de- 
ductions I could name, all which added together, 
amount to the yearly ſum of above 690, ooo. fo 
« that properly ſpeaking, it is but a moſt inconſider- 
« able part of the preſent ſinking fund, that can be 
« ſaid to ariſe from the diminution of intereſt pay- 
able to the creditors of the public. 

© The real and the chief foundation of our pre- 
« ſent ſinking fund is to be looked for, my Lords, 
in a very different article; the greateſt part of it 
© ariſes from the increaſe of our taxes above what 
they produced in time of war, The produce of thoſe 
taxes, which were impoſed for payment of any mo- 
* ney raiſed during the war, was computed accord- 
ing to what they brought in yearly at that time; 
but now in time of peace, every one of thoſe taxes 
produces a great deal more yearly than it did at 
* that time, and it is from this increaſe, that the 
* greateſt part of our preſent ſinking fund truly 
© ariſes. This will appear evident from comparing 
the produce of our cuſtoms and exciſe now in time 
* of peace, with what they produced in time of war. 
In ten years of peace, at leaſt a fort of peace, from 
© Chriſtmas 1722, to Chriſtmas 1732, the cuſtoms 
produced, upon an annual medium, 1, 603, 8051. 
whereas in the laſt ten years of the war they pro- 
* duced, upon an annual medium, but 1,260,732 /. 
* the difference of which is 343,0737. yearly pro- 
* duce more in time of peace than it was in time o 
war; but there having been an alteration made 
* ſince the year 1712, and before the year 1722, in 
relation to the drawbacks of the old ſubſidy, and 
in relation to the duties on coffee, tea, chocolate, 
* and brandies, which, ſince the year 1712,and before 
* the year 1722, were taken from the cuſtoms and 
turned into exciſe, the produce of both theſe arti- 
cles, which we may reckon at leaſt at 200,000/. 
* annually, ought to be added to the annual produce 
* of the cuſtoms for the ten years, from Chriſtmas 
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1722 to Chriſtmaſs 1732, or it ought to be deduct- 


ed from the annual produce of the cuſtoms in the 


laſt ten years of the war; in either of which caſes, 


it will make the difference between them 343, o) 3]. 
yearly increaſe in the branch of our cuſtoms only. 
Then, my Lords, with reſpect to the exciſe, we ſhall 
find, that the exciſe on beer and low wines (without 
including that on coffee, tea, chocolate and brandies) 
for three years, from Midſummer 1729to Midſummer 
1732, at an annual medium, amounted to 1, 238, 9021. 
and the ſame exciſe in three years of the war, from 
Midſummer 1709 to Midſummer 1712, (being the 
only three years after the additional third) was, at 
an annual medium, but 897,662 J. the difference 
between which two produces, is 341,240. yearly 
produce more in time of peace than it was in time 
of war; and theſe two yearly increaſes amount to 
the ſum of 884, 3131. which comes all in yearly 
to our ſinking fund, by the increaſe of our taxes 
now in time of peace, more than they produced in 
time of war: It is true, it may be ſaid, that the 
duties upon coffee, tea, chocolate and brandies, 


have likewiſe greatly increaſed, and therefore the 


whole ſum of 200,000/7. ought not to be deducted 
from the 1,260,732. let us then deduct a pro- 
portional ſum, which is 137, 2244. the produce of 
the cuſtoms in time of war will then appear to 
have been, at a medium, 1,103,508 J. but then the 
increaſe of the duties upon coffee, tea, chocolate 
and brandies, or the difference between 200,000 /, 
and 157, 2241. which is 42,7761. mult be added to 
the produce of the cuſtoms in time of peace, in 
which caſe, the whole will amount to 1,646,581 /, 
ſo that the difference comes out to be the ſame. 
I hope your Lordſhips will excuſe me for 
making uſe of ſo many calculations; for the affair 
now before us is of ſuch importance, that it de- 
ſerves the moſt ſerious, the moſt minute conſidera- 
tion. Figures, my Lords, cannot err, m by 
them 
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« them it evidently appears, that near 900,000 J. of 
« our preſent ſinking fund ariſes annually from the 
« increaſe of our cuſtoms and exciſes : Can we ſup. 
« poſe, that ſuch an increaſe would continue, if this 
nation ſhould be involved in war? Are not we 
« rather to ſuppoſe, that both would ſuddenly de- 
« creaſe, and would in a ſhort time come to the ſame, 
« or very near the ſame ſtandard they were at during 
« the laſt war? In ſuch a caſe, could we hope to 
« diſcharge any great part of our debts yearly, by 
« means of our ſinking fund? Could we hope to 
contract new debts, or to ſupport a heavy and ex- 
« penſive war, upon the credit of ſuch a fund? Thoſe 
who are juſt ſinking and ready to periſh, may 
catch hold of any twig, may build their hopes 
« upon any chimeras z but I hope this nation is not 
« yet reduced to ſuch a condition, as to truſt to a 
« twig, which mult ſink as ſoon as we catch hold of 
dit; I hope we will never place our ſecurity in any 
thing, but what has a ſolid and a laſting founda- 
« tion; and a ſolid and laſting foundation we can 
find no where, but in the real wealth and hearty 
© affeEtions of our people: While the people are 


W | loaded with debts, they cannot be ſaid to have real 

(wealth; while they are over-burdened with taxes, 
f we cannot expect their hearty affections; and as 
6 © nothing can be ſo effectual for clearing them of 


their debts, for relieving them from their taxes, 
' and for gaining their affections, as a molt religious 
„ »pplication of the ſinking fund, to the uſes for 
' which it was originally intended, I muſt therefore 


be againſt the miſapplication propoſed by the bull 

f now before us.” 

1 To this it was anſwered, in ſubſtance, as follows, 

ir I. | 

a My Lords, it is to me really ſurpriſing to hear Anſwer. 
y : ſome noble Lords declaring the great concern they 
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© have for the credit of this nation abroad, and at 
the ſame time, with the ſame breath, doing al 
they can, to leſſen the credit and the eſteem of this 
nation among foreigners, by endeavouring to eſta. 
bliſh it as a maxim, that even the Parliament can- 
not diſpoſe of the ſinking fund to'any uſe, but that 
of paying off ſome part of our debts, contracted 
before the year 1716; for if it were ſo, it is cer. 
tain, no foreign power would have ſuch a high 
notion of the power and the ſtrength of this nation 
as they would naturally have, if they knew that 
we had a million ſterling, coming in yearly, with. 
out Jaying any one tax upon our people, which we 
might, as we thought fit, apply, either to the pay. | 
ing off ſome of our old debts, or towards raiſing 
forces for our own defence, or for aſſiſting our 
friends, or puniſhing our enemies. I muſt there. 
fore think, that every man, who has a true regard 
for the credit of this nation among foreigners, wil, 
when he conſiders the affair thoroughly, endeavour 
to eſtabliſh the contrary maxim; and I hope this 
houſe will, by paſſing the bill now before us, en- « 
deavour to convince all foreigners, that we have a t 
power, when we think it neceſſary, to apply the b 
revenue of the ſinking fund, towards their aſſiſtance MW « n 
or correction. When foreigners conſider, what r 
great expence we have been at this year, in aug 1 
menting our forces both by ſea and land; and that « a 
notwithſtanding ſuch an expence, we have laid bu v 
two ſhillings in the pound upon our land, I an « 
ſure it will give them a greater opinion of the p 
wealth and the power of this nation, and will con- « 
tribute much more towards our credit among them n 
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than the paying off a million of our debt could « it 
poſſibly have done: They will conſider, that we 0 
may continue the ſame forces as long as we have te 
a mind, without raiſing any new taxes upon tht p 
people, and that whenever we find it neceſſary we t! 
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may make very conſiderable additions, by only 
« increaſing our land tax, to what is uſually paid in 
time of war; and therefore we mult conclude, that 
© the methods taken this year for raiſing money for 
the current ſervices, are the moſt prudent that 
could have been taken, for eſtabliſhing the credit 
and eſteem of this nation abroad; and that they 
are no way inconſiſtent with any obligation we are 
© under to the creditors of the public, I ſhall endea- 
« your to demonſtrate. 

Even ſuppoſing, my Lords, the public creditors 
gad a right to inſiſt upon it, that the ſinking fund 
* ſhould never be applied to any thing, but the pay- 
ing off ſome part of the debt due to them, yet it 
© has been admitted, that their tacit conſent would 
be ſufficient for giving the Parliament a power to 
* apply it to other neceſſary purpoſes; and as no 
* objection has been made by any of the public cre- 
* ditors, to the application now propoſed ; as every 
* one of them is, I believe, glad to hear of its being 
© ſo applied; therefore, from any ſuppoſed right in 


them, no objection can be made to the bill now 


before us; ſo that at preſent, it ſeems to be an un- 
* neceſſary diſpute, whether the creditors have any 
* right in this fund or no. However, as it may, in 
my opinion, very much leſſen our credit abroad, 
* as it might ſubject this nation to very great incon- 
© veniences, to ſuppoſe, that even the Parliament 


could not diſpoſe of the ſinking fund to any other 


* purpoſe, if the creditors ſhould think fit, to object 
to that diſpoſal ; I hope your Lordſhips will give 
me leave to ſtate that matter, in the light in which 
* it appears to me. 

If the public creditors, my Lords, have any right 
© todemand, that the ſinking fund ſhall never be ap- 
© plied to any uſe but to the paying off fo much of 
their principal yearly, that right muſt ariſe either 
* from the reaſon and ſpirit, or from the expreſs 
© words of thoſe acts of Parliament, by which the 
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finking fund was firſt created. With reſpect to 
the reaſon and ſpirit of thoſe acts of Parliament, 
it muſt be deduced from that cauſe, upon which 
they were principally founded; and it is well known, 
that the project, which gave riſe to thoſe acts of 
Parliament, did not proceed from any terms offe:- 


ed by the creditors: They never ſo much as 


thought of offering to give up a part of their 
yearly intereſt, in order to eſtabliſh a fund for pay- 
ing off their principal; but the foundation of that 
beneficial project, and the true cauſe of thoſe acts of 
Parliament was this, the natural intereſt of money 
had decreaſed ſo much, and the credit of our public 
ſecurities had become ſo extenſive, that ſome gen- 
tlemen, who had the good of their country much 
at heart, thought it was proper to take advantage 
of the happy circumſtances the nation was in at 
that time, in order to leſſen the intereſt payable to 
the creditors of the public; for this purpoſe, they 
ſounded the inclinations of ſome of the leading 
men in the monied companies, and other rich men 
in the kingdom, to ſee if they would lend the go- 
vernment any large ſum of money, at an intereſt 
of 5 per Cent. and this was no ſooner propoſed, 
than it was agreed to; by which it was found, 
that the government could borrow at 5 per Cent. 
as much money as would be ſufficient to pay off 
all the debts then redeemable by Parliament, which 
bore an intercſt of 6 per Cent. or above: Thus 
the proj:& was ſoon brought to maturity; and 
when the proprietors of thoſe debts, found they 
were like to be paid off, they choſe rather to ac- 
cept of a leſs intereſt for their money, than to take 
their principal, when they did not know where 
to place it out to any advantage: They were ſo 
far from demanding any conditions, they were ſo 
far from inſiſting, that the government ſhould lay 
themſelves under any obligations, that they readily 
came 1n, and were glad of being allowed to ac- 
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« cept of the intereſt that was offered them; and 
« why the government ſhould without being aſked, 
« without any conſideration, lay themſelves under a 
«-peremptory obligation, to apply the ſavings, made 
by that reduction of intereſt, to the paying off 
« the principal, is what I cannot. comprehend, is 
what cannot, I think, be ſuppoſed. 

Nov, my Lords, with reſpect to the expreſs words 
« of thoſe acts of Parliament, by which the ſinking 
fund was eſtabliſhed, let us examine the acts them- 
« ſelves, to ſee if we can find in any one of them ſuch 
« words as can poſſibly be underſtood to mean, that 
the ſinking fund thereby eſtabliſhed ſhould, in all 
« future time, be inviolably applied to the paying 
off the public debts, without leaving it in the 
power, even of the Parliament itſelf, ever to ap- 
« ply that fund to any other purpoſe. The acts by 
* which the ſinking fund was firſt eſtabliſhed, are, 
« The att for redeeming the duties and revenues ſettled 
© for paying off the four lotteries, which is called the 
general fund aft: The aft for redeeming ſeveral 
funds of the bank of England: And the act for re- 
* deeming the yearly fund of the South-ſea company; 
* which three acts were all paſſed in the third year 
of his late Majeſty ; and in the preamble of every 
* one of them, the decreaſe of the common inte- 
© reſt for money, is expreſly aſſigned as the cauſe 
for paſſing them, without the leaſt notice taken of 
© any covenant between the public creditors and the 
government, about the future application of the 
ſinking fund then eſtabliſhed, which would cer- 
© tainly have been recited if there had been any ſuch 
* thing, or if any ſuch thing had been intended. 
The preamble of the act for redeeming the bank 
fund is very remarkable: It recites, . That 
e the governor and company of the bank of Exg- 
&« Jand, in regard that the common rate of intereſt 
&« for money, is very much leſſened under your Ma- 
jeſty's moſt auſpicious reign, are willing 

L 4 and 


152 


* on one year's notice: = 


deviſed, left to the future diſpoſition of Parlia- 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 17335. 


© and ſoon after are theſe remarkable words 
« So as they may be ſatisfied the ſaid laſt yearly 
« ſum, till Midſummer, 1718, incluſively ; and ſo 
ce as the future payments of the ſaid ſum of 88,751 , 


<« 17s. 10d. farthing, may be ſecured to them, from 
( the ſaid feaſt-day till the redemption thereof, and 


<« ſoas the ſaid yearly ſum be made redeemable up. 
Here, my Lords, is 
© the contract between the government and the bank 
fully recited, and not one word mentioned of a 
© covenant between the two contracting parties, a- 
© bout the application of the ſinking fund: And in 
© this act, when the ſurplus or exceſs, occaſioned by 


© the reduction of intereſt, comes to be diſpoſed of, 


© it is expreſly declared and enacted. < That 
„ the exceſs or ſurplus, which at any time. ſhall or 
* may be produced by the ſeveral rates, duties, re- 
<< venues, and incomes thereby appropriated, ſhall 
e attend the diſpoſition of Parliament, and be ap- 
ic plied according to act or acts of Parliament in 
„ that behalf, and not otherwiſe.” By theſe 
« words, my Lords, this exceſs or ſurplus is fo far 
from being appropriated to the paying off our 
* debts, that it is, in as ,expreſs terms as could be 


* ment. ; ; 
The preamble to the South-ſea act, my Lords, 
is much to the ſame purpoſe, the words are 
« And whereas the ſaid governor and company are 
«« contented, in regard the rate of intereſt is very 
« much leſſened, to accept, after Midſummer 1718, 
& one annuity of 500,000/7. being after the rate of 
« 51, per cent. per ann. for the ſaid ten millions.“ 
Here your Lordſhips likewiſe ſee the reaſon 
* why that company was contented to accept of 5 “. 
per cent. intereſt : It was becauſe the common rate 
© of intereſt was very much leſſened : This, my 
Lords, is the only reaſon expreſſed ; and if there 
gad been any other reaſon, it would certainly — 
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been expreſſed. In like manner, the exceſs or 
« ſurplus of the Soutb-ſea funds, are by this act ex- 
« preſly declared to attend, from time to time, the 
« diſpoſition of Parliament, and to be applied ac- 
« cording, to act or acts of Parliament in that behalf, 
© and not otherwiſe : From which words it is to me 
as evident as words can make it, that this exceſs 


- © or ſurplus was not then defigned to be diſpoſed of 


* at any one time, or to any one particular uſe, 
but was to attend the diſpoſition of Parliament 
© ——- From time to time. So that I am 
« ſure neither the bank nor the South-ſea company 
can pretend to have, from either of theſe two acts, 
an y right or property in the produce of the ſinking 
« fund. | 

The only other act by which the ſinking fund was 
« eſtabliſhed, is that I have mentioned, which is 
called, The general fund af, and in the preamble 
of this act likewiſe, my Lords, the Cauſe or Con- 
ſideration for paſſing the ſame, is expreſly men- 
* tioned to be, That the common rate of intereſt 
for money, had been very much leſſened ; after 
* which the end and intention of the act is likewiſe 
mentioned in theſe words. Now, to the 
« end a ſufficient fund may be eſtabliſhed, for pay- 
% ment of all the annuities which ſhall be payable 
« in purſuance of this act, it is enacted ,. 
* Theſe words I beg your Lordſhips would take par- 
* ticular notice of; -becauſe, if there had been any 
intention to appropriate the ſinking fund, thereby 
* eſtabliſhed, to the payment of the public debts, 
and to no other uſe whatever, there would cer- 
* tainly in this part of the act, have been added ſome 
* words to this effect, « And likewiſe, that 
« a ſufficient fund may be eſtabliſhed for pay- 
* ment of the principal ſums for which thoſe an- 
“ nuities are to be payable, it is enacted,” 


From all which T think it is evident, that none of 
the public creditors, whoſe intereſt was at that 


time 
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© time to be reduced, made any contract with the 
government, or deſired to lay the government un- 
der any obligation for applying the produce of 
the ſinking fund to the pay ment of the principal 
ſums due to them, and to no other purpoſe what- 
ever; and in that caſe we muſt ſuppoſe that the 
clauſe in this laft act, by which the ſurpluſſes in 
© the three acts I have mentioned, are directed to 
be applied to the diſcharge of the national debts in- 
«* curred before 1716, in ſuch manner and form as 
© ſhould be directed and appointed by future acts 
of Parliament, was never intended for any thing 


© elſe but as a direction for the commiſſioners of 


the treaſury, and other officers of the public reve- 
nue, how, and by what authority they were to dil- 
© poſe of the ſaid ſurpluſſes or exceſſes: It was cer- 
« tainly never intended as an implication of any 
agreement or contract with the public creditors, or 
as a law which no future Parliament could repeal, 


alter or amend, without the conſent of the public | 


* creditors, 

If then, my Lords, it cannot be ſuppoſed from 
© any thing that paſſed, or any thing that was enact- 
ed in the year 1716, that the public creditors, 
© whoſe intereſt was then reduced, ſtipulated any 
© appropriation of the ſinking fund to the payment 
of the principal money due to them, 1 am ure 
© the creditors concerned in the irredeemables, car 
much leſs be ſaid to have made any ſuch ſtipula- 
© tion; for it is certain, they were no way con- 
< cerned in the tranſactions of that year; and as for 
« the tranſactions of the year 1720, it can as 
little be ſaid, that they then ſtipulated any thing 
from the government, becauſe that whole trant- 
action was carried on between the government 
and the Sourh-ſea company; and that company 
never deſired any thing more from the govern- 
* ment, but only a liberty to increaſe their capital 
© ſtock, by redeeming, purchaſing or taking in the 
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« redeemable debts, and the irredeemable annuities, 
« providing that their capita] ſtock might be increa- 
« {ed according to the terms, and in the proportions 
in the preamble of that act mentioned; and that 
« they ſhould have ſuch an annuity upon their capi- 
© tal ſo increaſed, as is therein ſtipulated ; all which, 
your Lordſhips may ſee in the preamble of that 
act; but in no part of it, nor in any part of the 
act, is there the leaſt intimation of any covenant 
or contract between the government and the com- 
pany, that the ſurpluſſes or exceſſes to be thereby 
* created, were to be appropriated to the payment 
* of our public debts, and to no other purpoſe. * It 
is true, the Commons here declare their being de- 
* firous to have the public debts and incumbrances 
* lefſened as faſt as may be, with regard to juſtice 
© and the public faith, and I believe evey man who 
wiſhes well to his country, deſires the ſame ; but 
the company, who were then the only contracting 
© party with the Commons, are ſo far from making 
any ſtipulation for that purpoſe, that they do not ſo 
much as declare their being deſirous it ſhould be ſo: 
From all which, my Lords, I think it is evident, 
* that none of the public creditors, have either by the 


intention and ſpirit, or the expreſs words of the 


* laws by which the ſinking fund was eſtabliſned or 
* increaſed, any right to demand, that the produce 
* of the ſinking fund ſhall be applied to rhe paying 
* off their principal: On the contrary, I think it is 
* as evident as words can make it, that the applica- 
tion of that fund is entirely left to the diſpoſition 
of Parliament: That it ought to be applied to the 
* diſcharge of the national debt, contracted before 
* 1716, is what no man will doubt; but that the ge- 
* neral intereſt of the nation may require, and that the 
Parliament may order its being otherwiſe applied, 
* without the conſent, or even againſt the inclination 
and prayer of the public creditors, is what, Ibelieve, 
* will be as little doubted by any man who conſiders 
its original inſtitution, An- 
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Another argument, my Lords, has been made 
uſe of againſt this bill, which I muſt confeſs I do 
not well comprehend: It has been ſaid, that it 
may be of dangerous conſequence to his. Majeſty 
and his family : If I thought there were the leaſt 
ground for ſuch an argument, it would certainly 


be with me a moſt prevailing one: But when I 


conſider the heavy load that has for ſo many years 
been laid upon the landed intereſt of this kingdom, 
I muſt think there is nothing more uſt than to 
take all methods for giving them relief; and how 


an act of public juſtice can be of dangerous conſe- 


quence to his preſent Majeſty, or to any of his 
illuſtrious family, I cannot comprehend. There 
was no other way of raiſing the money propoſed to 
be raiſed by this bill, but by laying four ſhillings 
in the pound, inſtead of two, upon land; and in 
that caſe, I am ſure the landed gentlemen would 
have complained, and would have had reaſon to 
complain of our having loaded them with ſuch a 
heavy tax, when we had a million in our hand 
which we might have applied towards their relief 
The nation would have been very little ſenſible of 
the relief given them by paying off a million of 


our debt, but the landed intereſt would have been 


deeply ſenſible of ſo heavy a tax, by which we 
muſt of courſe have raiſed a great many enemies 
to his Majeſty's government, without procuring 


* him any friends: Whereas, when poſterity reflects 


upon the neceſſity we are now under, and the dan- 
gerous ſituation we are in, they will readily excuſe 
our not having cleared them of a million of debt 
at ſuch a critical conjuncture. 

I ſhall readily agree with the noble Lords, that 
a good part of our ſinking fund ariſes from the 
produce of moſt of our taxes having greatly in- 
creaſed ſince the laſt war; but that this increaſe is 
intirely owing to the peace we have * 
& W at 
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« what I cannot, my Lords, admit; for I am con- 
« yinced that it arifes from the increaſe of our peo- 
ple, the increaſe of our luxury, and the ſuperior 
care now taken in collecting our taxes, and pre- 
venting all manner of ſmuggling. Theſe I take 
to be the chief cauſes of that increaſe in the pro- 
duce of our taxes, which has happened ſince the 
laſt war; and in this opinion I am confirmed by 
this obſervation, that the increaſe has grown up gra- 
« dually, whereas, if it had been occaſioned by no- 
© thing but the peace we have enjoyed, it would have 
+ grown up all at once; the increaſe would have 
© beenas great, or very near as great, the firſt year 
© after the peace was eſtabliſhed, as it is at preſent ; 
« the contrary of which we know by experience: 
Now, as neither of theſe cauſes can be much af- 
© fefted by any war but a civil war, which I hope 
© this nation will never be engaged in, therefore I 
hope, and I think I have good reaſon to hope, that 
our ſinking fund will be very near as large in time 
of war as it is now in time of peace. I do not 
* know that any man ever formed a project, or has 
ſo much as once had it in his thoughts to mortgage 
the ſinking fund, or to raiſe any new debts upon 
that credit; but, my Lords, if we were actually 
engaged in a war, I ſhould think it a maxim of 
the moſt dangerous conſequence to his Majeſty 
and the royal family, to load and oppreſs the ſub- 
« jes with new and heavy taxes, rather than ap- 
* ply the ſinking fund, yearly as it ariſes, to the uſes 
of the war; inſtead of applying it to the paying off 
© the old debts of the nation; and for this reaſon 1 
cannot think it of any great ſervice to his Majeſty 
or to his family, to endeavour to eſtabliſh it as a 
* doctrine, that the public creditors have an indefea- 
* ſible right in the ſinking fund, and that the ſame 


cannot be applied by Parliament to any other uſe 
* without their conſent. 


. 
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© But, my Lords, if the public creditors had ſuch 
an indefeaſible right in this fund, it mult then be 
granted, that it could not be applied by Parliament, 
even to the reducing of thoſe taxes which are moſt 
prejudicial to the trade, moſt burdenſome on the 
manufactures, and moſt oppreſſive upon the poor 
of this nation: And yet I have lately ſeen a pam- 
phlet hawked about in the ſtreets, under the title 
of a proteſt entered by ſome noble Lords, upon this 
houſe's diſagreeing with them in a motion for our 
coming to a reſolution, that the ſinking fund ſhould 
always be applied to ſuch purpoſes, and to none 
other. How this can conſiſt with the doctrine now 
advanced, that this fund cannot be applied to any 
purpoſe, but that of paying off the debts of the 
nation, contracted before the year 1716, I muſt 
leave to other Lords to explain. However, they 
need not, I think, give themſelves any great trou- 
ble about getting over this difficulty, tor I have 
clearly ſhewn, that there is no foundation for ſuch 
a doctrine. I have ſhewn, that the ſinking fund 
was at firſt intended to be left to the diſpoſition of 
Parliament; that it was chiefly deſigned for pay- 
ing off the debts of the nation, but that the Par- 
liament may apply it to other neceſſary purpoſes 
and I think there can be no purpoſe more neceſſa- 
ry, than that of preventing our being under a ne- 
ceſſity of loading the landed intereſt with four ſhil- 
lings in the pound; therefore I muſt think the bi 
now before us a moſt reaſonable bill, and I hope 
your Lordſhips will order it to pals. 


The reply to this was in ſubſtance as follows, v2, 


My Lords, I do not know what may be the 


© way of thinking among ſome people in this nation; 


but I am ſure it is the general and the right way 
of thinking, to compute the ſtrength and power 


of a nation, from that revenue which it may apply 


1 towards 
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towards a war, without running in debt, or load- 
ing the people with heavier taxes than they will 
« patiently ſubmit to pay. A nation may, upon 
« ſome extraordinary emergency, be obliged to run 
« iſe]f ſomething in debt; but, as every mortgage 
upon a private gentleman's eſtate, is a ſtep to the 
« ruin of his family ; ſo every public debt that is con- 
« trated is a ſtep to the ruin of a nation; therefore no 
nation, unleſs they are mad, will contract any debt, as 
long as they can raiſe what is neceſſary for the yearly 
© expence, by ſuch taxes as they think the people will 
« patiently ſubmit to pay; and the people of every 
country will certainly ſubmit patiently to pay any 
© tax that can be laid upon them, if they have a 
© confidence in their governors, and an aſſurance 
© that they will demand no money, but what is ne- 
« cefſary for the common ſafety, and that the beſt 
and the moſt frugal uſe will be made of the money 
« that ſhall be ſo raiſed. This, my Lords, I am 
« ſure, is the general way of thinking among all fo. 
© reigners 3 and whoever thinks in this manner, will 
© never admit that the revenue, which ought to be 


© applied to the payment of our debts, is a revenue 


* waich contributes to our ſtrengta and power. In 
* the laſt war we made many, I believe ſome un- 
« necefſary ſteps, towards our ruin; every ſhilling of 
gold debt we pay off, is, at leaft, a ſtep from our 
ruin; and I with grief and ſorrow reflect, upon 
* our having made ſo few, during ſuch a long term 
* of peace and tranquillity : But as all, or moſt of 
our debts, bear an intereſt of 4 per cent. every 
miſapplication of the ſinking fund, is not only ne- 
glecting to make a ſtep from our ruin, but is like- 
* wiſe making a new ſtep towards our ruin, by bring- 
a new debt upon the nation, I mean the grow- 
Ing intereſt for that money which ought to have 
been paid off, By the very bill now before us, 
we bring a new debt of 40,000/7. upon the nation: 
This ſum, 'tis true, in Exgliſb money, has but a 
« {mall 
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£ ſmall ſound, but in French money it makes above 
£ $00,000 livres; and what will a Frenchman think 
© of this nation when he hears, that now, in a time | 
of peace, we have not only neglected to pay off 6 
© a large ſum of old debt, but have contracted x : 
© new debt of near a million of their money? Will 1 
© he not ſay, that we are either mad, or that the 5 
© people are already ſo loaded with taxes, or have 
ſo little confidence in their governors, that they MW * 
© will not patiently ſubmit to pay any additional MI *© 
© tax? Can this, my Lords, add to the credit or 
© eſteem of the nation among foreigners? Can it MW © 
contribute to render any of his Majeſty's meaſure, MW © 
« effeCtual ? 4 
But this, my Lords, is not the only ſtep ve 
© have this day made to our ruin, we have made 
< another moſt terrible ſtep, we have contracted an- 
© other new debt of above ten millions of French li- 
< vres, which muſt confirm every foreigner in his 
opinion, of the pitiful] circumſtances we are redu- 
* ced to. In order to fave laying another ſhilling 
© upon land, we have this day made a ſecond mort 
gage upon the only tax we had to mortgage, and 
© therefore I am ſurpriſed to hear it ſo much as in- 
* ſinuated that we have, or that foreigners will be- 
© lieve we have, a tax of 25. in the pound upon 
land, which we may lay on when we pleaſe, and 
© which we may apply towards increaſing our force: 
© in caſe of a war; for whoever conſiders what weW 
© have this day done, muſt neceſſarily conclude, that 
© we have not, at moſt, above a ſhilling in the 
© pound land tax, which we can apply towards ut 
< creaſing our forces either by ſea or land; and ho- 
* ſhort that ſum would be of the expence neceſſary 
for ſupporting a war, every foreigner, as well a 
© every one of your Lordſhips, may eaſily judge. 
* The tacit conſent of the money companies may, 
© perhaps, be ſome ſort of excuſe for what is 2 li 
poſed to be done by this bill; but it it far from 
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being an authority abſolutely ſufficient; for ſuch 


6 x 

| an authority can only be obtained from the general 
5 « courts of the reſpective companies: Such a tacit 
F © conſent as we have at preſent, may flow from the 


, « negligence, perhaps the fraud, of the managers, 
il « which the proprietors may afterwards find great 
e © reaſon to complain of; and when they begin to 
de make ſuch complaints againſt their managers, they 
y « will then certainly complain loudly againſt thoſe 
11 W © who made a handle of ſuch a tacit conſent, in or- 
or MW © der to take away what properly, and of right, be- 
t © longed to them. Nay, my Lords, as all compa- 
res MW © nies and corporations are ſomething in the caſe of 
« infants, even their expreſs conſent could not juſtify 
we the application of the ſinking fund to any other 
de © purpoſe, unleſs there were really a neceſſity for 
an. W ſuch application; and I am convinced that no ſuch 
. © necefiicy can be pleaded ar preſent; for, in my o- 
his © pinion, we had no occaſion to be at any extraor- 
qu. dinary expence, no more than any other of our 
ins MW © neighbours not engaged in the war; and if there 
on. Ml had been an apparent neceſſity for any ſuch ex- 
and © pence, our people would have agreed to raiſe it by 
- in. WM © ſome new or additional tax, rather than to have 
be. MW had that ſacred fund diverted from the uſes for 
pon * which it was originally intended. 
and © I have read, my Lords, in a pamphlet lately 
wes © hawked about, ſome ſophiſtical arguments for 
we! © proving, that the public creditors have no right or 
char intereſt in that fund, which every man allows, was 
\ the © principally intended for their payment, and with- 
ds in. out which, it is certain, they never can be paid; 
| how but T little expected ever to have heard thoſe argu- 
eflary ments repeated in this houſe : However, as they 
ell a © have been moſt minutely repeated in this day's de- 
ge. * bate, I hope your Lordſhips will excuſe me for 
may} endeavouring to ſhew, wherein their fallacy con- 
to © fiſts; and in ſo doing, I hope I ſhall be able to 
* 7 nll © convince evety Lord in this houſe, that the credi- 
bein Vor. XIII. M * tors 
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tors of the public have a right in the ſinking fund, 
not only from the reaſon and ſpirit, but from the 
expreſs words of the acts of Parliament by which 
it was eſtabliſhed ; and indeed the words are ſo ex- 
preſs, that I am aſtoniſhed to hear their right con. 
troverted, eſpecially in this houſe, where a moſl re- 
ligious regard for private property has always been 
« preſerved. 8 | 
My Lords, when a motive founded upon pri. 
vate intereſt, as well as a motive founded upon 
public intereſt, can be aſſigned for any project, 1 
am always apt to imagine, that the motive found. 
ed upon private intereſt gave the firſt riſe to the 
« project, and was the principal cauſe of its being 
« carried into execution: And, according to this 
« rule, if we examine the project for eſtabliſhing the 
« ſinking fund, we muſt believe, that the firſt riſe 
of it proceeded not from any gentleman, who had 
only the good of his country much at heart, but 
« from ſome gentleman who had the good of his 
« own family, as well as the good of his country 
much at heart. Before the year 1716, the pro- 
« prietors of the redeemables had indeed an intereſt 
of 6 per cent. ſecured to them by law; but as there 
« was no fund then ſettled for the payment of their 
« ptincipal, they could have no expectation of ever 
being paid, or at leaſt not till the terms of the ir- 
< redeemables ſhould be all expired, and in ſuch 1 
long time they did not know, but that the diftceſ- 
« ſes of the public might put a ſtop to the payment 
of their intereſt, as well as diſappoint them intirely 
« of their principal. In this dangerous ſituation, no 
man of common prudence but would conclude, 
« that it was better (at leaſt for his family) for him 
to have but 5 per cent. intereſt, and a certain fund 
« eſtabliſhed for paying off the principal in a ſhor 
term of years; and from thence the project for re- 
5 ducing the intereſt, and thereby eſtabliſhing a ſink- 
ing fund, originally and principally proceeded: 
| | ers 
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« miniſters, or perhaps ſome of their projectors, 
might have had a project in their heads for redu- 
© cing intereſt ; but till it came into the heads of 
« ſome of the chief monied men in the kingdom, it 
vas nothing but a project, a meer chimæra; and 
« for this reaſon I am convinced, that the project 
© never came to any perfection, till the managers of 
the Bank and South Sea companies offered, not 
« only to accept of an intereſt of 5 per cent. for what 
vas due to their reſpective companies, but to aſſiſt 
the government with money at the ſame intereſt, 
© for paying off the other redeemables, who ſhould 
© refuſe to accept of ſuch an intereft: However, 
* whether they made the offer, or only agreed to 
© the propoſition when made to them, is not mate- 
© rial ; but one or the other muſt have been the caſe, 
before that project could be carried into execution; 
and as we muſt ſuppoſe, that the ſecuring the re- 
payment of their principal money, was the chief 
thing they had in view, is it poſſible to ſuppoſe 
that they would make ſuch an offer, or agree to 
* ſuch a propoſition, without ſtipulating that the ſink- 
ing fund, thereby to be eſtabliſhed, ſhould be ap- 
propriated to the paying off the principal? It is 
impoſſible to make any ſuch ſuppoſition; and there- 
* fore their right to the application of this fund, ari- 
© fes in the moſt clear and evident manner, from the 
* reaſon and ſpirit of the tranſaction upon which thoſe 
* laws were founded. 

After this contract and agreement was made be- 


'* tween the government and rhe two companies, and 


* not till then, it began to be poſſible to carry the 
project into execution; and one of the firſt ſteps 
taken was, for the houfe of Commons to reſolve, 
* That all ſavings by the propoſed reduction of intereſt, 
* ſhould go towards diſcharging and reducing the na- 
tional debt, Theſe my Lords, are the'expreſs words 
of the refolution : They are: abſolute and uncondi- 
tional, and from that very moment every man 
. M 2 * who 
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who had any ſhare, or afterwards purchaſed any 
ſhare in the redeemables, muft have believed, that 
by his accepting of 5 per cent. inſtead of tak ing his 
money, he thereby acquired a right to have the 
ſavings applied to the payment of the principal; 
which right he muſt have thought as abſolute and 
unconditional, as was the reſolution of the Houſe of 
Commons upon which it was founded : And now 
to pretend, that there was no contract or agreement 
between the government and the two companies, 
or between the government and any of the pub- 
lic creditors, becauſe that contract was not fully 
and particularly ſet forth in the preambles of the 
ſeveral acts of Parliament, is ſuch a catching at 
words, as, I believe, would hardly be made uſe 
oi by a common lawyer in Weſtminſter-Hall. It 
cannot fo much as be pretended, that without the 
aſſiſtance of the two great companies, the govern- 
ment could then have borrowed, at 5 per cent. as 
much money as would have been ſufficient for pay- 
ing off all the redeemables; and as they could 


have no other motive, from private intereſt, for 
agreeing to aſſiſt the government, but only the 


right they were to acquire to the ſavings got by a 
general reduction of intereſt ; therefore, though 
it had not been expreſly ſtipulated, we muſt con- 
clude it was implied in their agreement; and if 
they had no other right but by implication, it would 


be doing them injuſtice to rob them of ſuch a 


right. 

I muſt now beg leave, my Lords, to touch a 
little upon the ſeveral acts of Parliament by which 
this right is, I think clearly eſtabliſhed, With 
regard to the preamble of the bank act, it is in- 
deed recited in this act as well as the others, That 
the common rate of intereſt for money was very 
much leſſened ; but this was not the real cauſe of 


© either of the acts; on the contrary, I believe, that 
the common rate of intereſt being leſſened, was 
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chiefly owing to the reſolution upon which theſe 
acts were founded; however it was neceſſary to 
make this a pretence, not only to induce the pro- 
prietors of the two companies to approve of what 
their mangers had done, but to induce as man 

of the other redeemables as it was poſſible, to ac- 
cept of the 5 per cent. intereſt that was to be of- 
fered them; in this preamble are likewiſe recited 
ſome ſtipulations, that related particularly to the 
bank; bur as this act relates particularly to the 
bank, the general contract, the general ſtipulation, 
by which the public creditors were to acquire a 
right, to have the ſavings appropriated to the pay- 
ment of their principal ſums, could not be recited 
neither in the preamble of this act, nor in the pre- 


amble of either of the other two, b:cauſe the bank 


was not to acquire a particular and ſeparate right 
to the ſavings that were to ariſe by the reduction 


* of their intereſt ; nor was the South-ſea company 


.. 


to acquire a particular and ſeparate right to the 
ſavings that were to ariſe by the reduction of 
their intereſt; nor were the other redeemables to 
acquire any ſuch right to the ſavings by the re- 
duction ot their intereſt, but all of them were to 
acquire a general and joint right in thoſe ſavings, 
that were to ariſe by the reduction of the intereſt 
payable to them; and therefore it would have been 
improper, it would have been abſurd to have re- 
cited this agreement in any one of the acts, or 
indeed to have recited it at all; the only proper 
way of mentioning the agreement was by perform- 
ing it, and that was done by a general clauſe in 


one of the acts, as I ſhall immediately ſhew to your 


Lordſhips. 
With reſpect to the diſpoſing clauſe in the bank 
act, as well as the diſpoſing clauſe in the South-ſea 
act, it is evident, that both of them refer to ſome 
act or acts of Parliament that were to be made, 
M 3 "EE 
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for the appropriation of thoſe ſurpluſſes or exceſſes, 
in purſuance of that agreement which the govern- 
ment had made with the bank and South-fea com- 


& 
— 


'* panies: When theſe two acts were drawn up, it 


s was not determined whether that appropriation was 
to be inade by one or more acts of Parliament, or 
whether it was to be made by a particular act for 
that purpoſe, or by a clauſe in ſome other act, 
but it is plain, the Parliament then thought jt might 
be done by one act, otherwiſe it could not have 
according to act or acts of 
Parliament“ —— ; for if that appropriation had 
not been deſigned to have been made by Parlia- 
ment, but yearly, as the ſurpluſſes or exceſſcs 
aroſe, it muſt neceſſarily have required the paſſing 
of many acts of Parliament for that purpoſe; and 
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nin ſuch caſe the words in this clauſe muſt have 


been According to acts of Parliament in 
that behalt — it would have been ridiculous 
* to have ſaid — 44 or acts in relation to 
* a thing which could not poſſibly be executed by 

one act: But the truth is, jt was at that time re- 
ſolved, to appropriate all thoſe ſurpluſſes or ex- 
ceſſes that ſhould ariſe by all or either of theſe 
three acts, to the payment of debts contracted be- 
fore that year; and it was reſolved, that this ap- 
+ propriation ſhould be made by ſome act or acts to 
be paſſed in that very ſeſſion of Parliament; but 


8 0 0 


that it ſhould be left to future Parliaments to ap- 
ply the ſurpluſſes fo appropriated, to the payment 


of ſuch of thoſe debts contraſted before the year 
* 1716, as they ſhould think pr : This was the 
the only power that was to be left to future Par- 
* liaments; and on account of this power, only 
the words From time to time — are 
6 1 in the diſpoſing clauſe of the Soul b. ſea 


* As 
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As the preamble of the general fund act, re- 
© lates only to the creditors, whoſe intereſt was by 
that act to be reduced; therefore no notice could 
be taken in the preamble of that act, of the ap- 
propriation intended, becauſe that appropriation 
vas to be general, and to comprehend all the ſur- 
pluſſes, ariſing by that, and the other two acts, 
+ paſſed in the ſame ſeſſion of Parliament; and from 
* hence, the noble Lord may find a very good rea- 
* ſon, why no ſuch words, as he was pleaſed to men- 
tion, could be inſerted in that act: But, my Lords, 
* before this act was paſſed, it was determined, that 
* the ſurpluſſes to ariſe by thoſe three acts, might be 


properly and ſufficiently enough appropriated, to 


* the uſes intended, by the agreement between the 


government and the bank, and South-ſea compa- 


* nies, by a general clauſe in this laſt act; and there- 
fore, immediately after ſuch a diſpoſing clauſe as 
is in each. of the other two, there is inſerted in 
this act a general diſpoſing clauſe, in ſuch expreſs 
* and. peremptory terms, that J muſt beg leave to 


read the whole to your Lordſhips, The clauſe is 


in theſe words. All the monies to ariſe from 
time 10 time, as well of the exceſs or ſurplus, by 
virtue of an att made this ſeſſion, for redeeming the 
funds of the bank of England, and of the exceſs or 
% ſurplus, by virtue of an att made likewiſe this ſeſſion, 
for redeeming the funds of the South-fea company, 
as alſo of the exceſs or ſurplus of the duties and re- 
* venues by this act appropriated as aforeſaid, and the 
* overplus monies of the ſaid general yearly fund, by 
* this att eſtabliſhed, ſhall be appropriated tothe diſ- 
* charging the principal and intereſt of ſuch national 
*« debts as were incurred before the 25th of Decem- 
* ber 1716, and are declared to be national. debts, 
sand not provided for by Parliament, in ſuch man- 
* ner, as ſhall be directed by any future act, and to or 
for no other uſe whatſoever.” - This clauſe, 
my Lords is ſo explicit, and ſoexpreſs and parti- 
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© cular, with reſpect to the appropriation of the ſur- 


c 
« pluſſes ariſing from theſe three acts, that I am 
really prodigiouſly aſtoniſhed, to hear it ſaid in a 
« ſerious debate in this houſe, that the proprietors of 
© the debts here mentioned, have not by this act, as 
full a right. in theſe ſurpluſſes, as can poſſibly be 
given them by act of Parliament. To pretend, 
© that this clauſe was deſigned only as a direction to 
© the.commiſſioners and officers of the treaſury, is 
really moſt extraordinary. Does not every one 
of your Lordſhips ſee, muſt not every man ſce, 
that the words muſt then have run thus — l 
* be applied in ſuch manner, as ſhall be directed by 
any future att, and to or for no other purpoſe what- 
 ſoever ? Is it not evident, that if no immediate ap- 
propriation had been intended, theſe words 
* appropriated to the diſcharging the principal and in- 
« tereſt of ſuch national debts, as were incurred before 
* the 25th of December 1716, and are declared to be 
national debts, and not provided for by Parliament, 
© ———- mult neceflarily have been left out? | 
From what I have ſaid, my Lords, it muſt 1 
think demonſtrably appear to your Lordſhips, that 
+ where-ever the project for eſtabliſhing the ſinking 
fund, by reducing the intereſt payable to the cre- 
« ditors of the public, took its riſe, it was impoſſible 
for the government to execute this project, with- 
out the aſſiſtance, as well as the agreement of the 
bank and South-Sea companies: That beſides the 


public advantage, which might perhaps be ſome 
< inducement to them, they had likewiſe their own 


private advantage; becauſe they thereby rendered 
* the payment of their principal ſecure, which would 
have otherwiſe been extremely precarious: That 
* as they had an inducement from their own private 
advantage, we muſt from the nature of, things pre- 
* ſume, that they made the ſecuring them in the en- 
joyment of this private advantage, an expreſs con- 
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« dition in their agreement, as well as in their pro- 
« miſe, to aſſiſt the government in the execution of 
© the project; and this clauſe which I have read to 
you, we mult therefore look upon, as a clauſe ex- 
preſly ſtipulated by theſe two companies, and which 
© they then looked on, as an abſolute ſecurity for the 
© enjoyment of that private advantage they had in 
view: We muſt for this reaſon confeſs, that theſe 
two companies have a right in the ſinking fund, 
not only from their previous contract, but from 
the very words of this clauſe ; and if the other re- 
* deemables had taken or called for their money, 
* theſe two companies mult have paid the whole; 
* conſequently, their right in the linking fund, would 
* then have exterded to the full value of all the re- 
« deemables, whoſe intereſt was then reduced. Muſt 
ve not then in equity conclude, that thoſe redeem- 
* ables, who did not call for their money, but ac- 
* cepted of an intereſt of 5 per cent. come in place 
* of the two companies, and have a right to enjoy 
* the benefit of their contract. This, my Lords, 1 
wonder to hear in the-leaſt controverted in this 
* houſe, where ſo great a regard has always been 
* ſhewn to equity, and to what appears to have 
been the intention of parties at the time of con- 
tracting. 
As for the tranſaction between the government 
* andthe South. Sea company, in the years 1719 and 
20, from the whole tenor of that tranſaction it 
* appears, that the company as well as the govern- 
ment, ſuppoſed all along, that the ſinking fund, 
* and increaſe thereof, ſhould remain appropriated 
to the paying off the public debts, contracted be- 
fore the year 1716, and to that uſe only; for could 
* either the company or the government ſuppoſe, 
* that any one of the proprietors of the redeemables 
* would have ſubſcribed his debt into the South-ſea 
company, if he had been thereby to give up the 
right he then had for being paid his principal m 
* 0 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1735 


of the ſinking fund? Or could either of them ſup. 
poſe, that the annuitants would have ſubſcribe! 


© their annuities at any price into the Sout h- ſea com. 


pany, if they had thought, that they were thereby 
to accept of a much ſmaller annuity, without any 
* ſecurity for their principal; and indeed withoy 
any tolerable certainty for their annuities being con. 
* tinued, fo long as they were then by law payabl: 
Such ſuppoſitions, either in the company or in the 
government, would have been ridiculous ; and that 
neither of them made any ſuch, appears almoſt 
from every clauſe in the act. From the whole 
tenour of the act, it appears, that the meaning and 
intention of both parties was, that the ſinking tund 
and the increaſe thereof, ſhould remain appropria- 
ted-to the payment of the public debts, contracted 
before the year 1716, and that it ſhould never be 
applied to any other uſe ; and upon this affurance 
it certainly was, that the redeemables, as well a 
* the irredeemables, ſubſcribed. ſo readily into the 
* South-ſea fund. This was certainly the deſign and 
the intention of all the contracting parties, both 
in the year 1716 and in the year 1720; and noy 
to pretend, that there was no ſuch contract, that 
+ the creditors have no right in the ſinking fund, 
merely becauſe this contract is not recited in the 
* preambles of theſe acts, in as full and ample 1 
* manner, as a conveyancer would perhaps have re- 
+ cited it in a deed between private parties, is a me- 
* thod of reaſoning I am ſure not to be uſed in thi 
© houſe. 
* © It is true, my Lords, after a certain proviſion 
+ was made, not only for paying the yearly interel: 
to the public creditors, but likewiſe for paying of 
their principal, in a ſmall number of years; in: 
term that was within every man's view, and in ſuch 
a ſhort term, that it was not probable this country 
* would, in that time, meet with any ſuch difaſter, 
F | | * 
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« as might interrupt the payment either of principal 
« or intereſt; it then began to be an advantage to be 
among thoſe credicors, who were the laſt to be 
paid off; and the Sub- S company, by a clauſe 
in this laſt act, wiſely 2 themſelves among the 
© laſt who were to be diſcharged: But if the doc- 
© trine now broached ſhould prevail, if two or three 
more miſapplications, ſuch as that now before us, 
« ſhould be made, this would ſoon ceaſe to be an 
advantage ; the only conteſt would be, who ſhould 
be firſt paid off, becauſe every man would begin 
to be afraid, that an intire ſtop would be put to 
« the annuity, as well as the payment of the princi- 
pal, before the laſt creditors could be paid off, 
That the landed intereſt ought not to be loaded 
with any unneceflary charge, is what every man 
« will acknowledge; but our preſent land-holders 
© are all, I hope, gentlemen of better ſenſe, than to 
« defire that their poſterity ſhould be ruined, for the 
+ ſake of giving them a ſmall preſent relief; and 
] am perſuaded, there is not a land-holder in Eng- 
land would either murmur or complain at his bein 
loaded with four ſhillings in the pound, if he faw 
that it was abſolutely neceſſary for the preſervation 


of his King and country: But this, my Lords, 


is the difference, and the true cauſe of this new 
+ doftrine, when any additional or new tax is im- 
* poſed, the people feel the weight of the anuual 
* public expence z this puts them upon inquiring in- 
to the neceſlity for that expence, and when they 
can ſee no neceſſity for it, they not only murmur, 
but thoſe murmurings become dangerous to the 
$ miniſters, who ſubje& the nation to ſuch an un- 
" neceſſary expence : Whereas no man feels what is 
taken from the ſinking fund, therefore no man 
ly of that expence, which 

* occaſions its being plundered ; and for this reaſon, 
* it will always be looked on by miniſters, as a 
fund which they may ſquander with ſafety ; but 
2 | this 
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this may, and will, probably at laſt, fall heavy 
upon ſome Prince of his Majeſty's family: At 
the ſame time that he ſees almoſt all the revenues 
in the nation mortgaged for old debts, he may 
find himſelf engaged in a war, as expenſive as wi 
that war which occaſioned thoſe debts ; and this is 
ſo melancholy a proſpect, that the meer poſſibi. 
lity of its exiſting, muſt give the moſt affecting 
ſorrow to every man, who has the ſecurity and 
honour of the preſent royal family truly at heart, 


That the greateſt part of our preſent ſinking 


fund, is owing to the yearly produce of our taxe 
being much greater now than it was in time of 
war, 1s, my Lords, what cannot be controverted; 
and that that increaſe is owing to the peace we ei- 
joy, is what can as little, I think, be controverted; 
for granting that the increaſe of the yearly pro- 


. duce of our taxes, is owing to the increaſe of our 


people, to the increaſe of our luxury, and to the 


good management and exactneſs in collecting our 


taxes, yet as theſe three depend upon the peace we 
now enjoy, therefore it muſt be granted, that the 
increaſe of the yearly produce of our taxes de- 
pends alſo upon that peace. If we were engaged 
in a foreign war, we would be obliged to lend a 
great army abroad, ſuppoſing we ſent only 20,000 
men, we. muſt allow that an army of 20,000 
effective men, would carry at leaſt 30,000 0 
our people out of the kingdom; and conſidciing 
the many taxes our people pay at preſent, we may 


reckon that'every man and woman in the king- 


dom, one with another, pays at leaſt a penny a 
day towards the public expence ; ſo that it by the 
war 30,000 of our people ſhould be carried out 
of the kingdom, by that one article, there would 
be a certain decreaſe in the produce of our taxes, 
to the amount of near 46,000 J. yearly ; to which 
muſt be added, the decreaſe that would be occa- 
ſioned by our ſending out great fleets yearly ; for 
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« tho? our ſhips of war, be generally furniſhed with 
the neceſſary proviſions at home, yet none of the 
: ſeamen on board, conſume ſo much of the provi- 
« cons of their own country, or contribute ſo much 
« to the taxes, as they would do if they were living 
at home. With reſpect to our luxury, it is a 
«© maxim which always holds true, that people are 
never ſo luxurious in time of war, as they are in 
time of peace; and as the luxury of our people 
would decreaſe, we muſt therefore expect that the 
produce of taxes would decreaſe. But, my Lords, 
the greateſt decreaſe of all, would be occaſioned 
« by its being impoſſible to collect our cuſtoms ſo 
« regularly, or to prevent ſmuggling in time of war, 
ſo much as we do in time of peace: We would 
« have our coaſts full of privateers, and thoſe pri- 
« yateers would not only make it impoſſible for our 
cuſtom-houſe ſloops, to guard our coaſts againſt 
ſmugglers, but would often become ſmugglers 
« themſelves 3 and when a great profit is to be got, 
© it would be impoſſible to prevent our people's 
dealing with them. Theſe conſiderations muſt 
© ſhew to your Lordſhips, that our ſinking fund 
would be but a very uncertain foundation, for 
© ſupporting a heavy and expenſive war. 
With reſpect to our power of altering, amend- 
{ ing or ane any law, it is not at preſent, my 
Lords, the queſtion before us; but this houſe has 
' always been extremely cautious of doing ſo, when 
{ ſuch alteration, amendment or repeal, might pro- 
* bably hurt the property of private men; and the 
* bill now before us, muſt certainly be looked on, as 
a repeal of all thoſe Jaws, by which the ſinking 
fund has been appropriated, to the paying off the 
| debts contracted before 1716 and tho? that repeal 
may not immediately much injure the property of 
the creditors of the public, yet it is laying a pre- 
| cedent, by which their property may at laſt be in- 
' tirely annihilated ; for the neceſſities of ſtate may 
* at 
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at laſt be made an argument for ſeizing, not only 
upon that fund, which ought to be applied to pay. 
ing their principal, but upon thoſe funds which 
© ought to be applied to the payment of their annyj. 
ties; and if ever that happens, they will not only 
© feel, but will complain loudly of the bill now be. 
fore us. The ſinking fund is as ſtrongly and ax 
< firmly eſtabliſhed for the payment of their princi. 


© annuities: In both caſes, I can look upon the Par. 
«* hament, only as the truſtees of the people, and 28 
© ſuch, 1 muſt, indeed doubt, whether we have n 
power to do what is propoſed by the bill. Le 
« me ſuppoſe, my Lords, a gentleman, who has a 
great mortgage upon his eſtate, has ſettled 3,000, 
a year rent-charge out of his eſtate in truſtee, 
2000/1. whereof to be applied by them yearly, to- 
wards paying the intereſt, and 1000/7, to be ap- 
© plied yearly towards paying off ſo much of the 


 @ @ 


this gentleman ſhould afterwards grow a little ex- 
* travagant, that he ſhould apply to his truſtees, and 
tell them he had occaſion for that 1000 l. a year, 
for the neceſſary uſes of his family, and that as 
the mortgagee did not want his money, they might 
let alone paying off any part of the principal for 
© that. year, in order to ſupply thoſe neceſſities which 
his extravagance' had brought upon him: Nov, 
my Lords, I ſhould. be glad to know, whether 
* the truſtees could comply with ſuch a requeſt; or 
« if they did, whether the heirs of that gentleman 
* would be bound, by a court of equity, to approve 
of what the truſtees had done; I am apt to be- 
lieve they would not; howeve, as I am no lawyer, 
* I ſhall not be poſitive, but would be glad the 
noble Lord upon the wool-ſack, would give the 
* houſe his opinion upon the caſe, | | 
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The objection, that if the public creditors had 
« a right in the ſinking fund, it could not be applicd 


| «© towards reducing any of thoſe taxes, which are 


« moſt grievous upon the poor, is an objection that 
© has already been made, and then received a full 
« anſwer, but as it is now again repeated, allow me, 
* my Lords, to repeat the anſwer. The public cre- 
« ditors have a right to have the ſinking fund ap- 
* plied yearly. to the diſcharge of ſome of thole debts 
* which were contracted before the year 1716; but 
the Parliament may apply it to the payment of 
vhich of thoſe debts it pleaſes: As our taxes are 
* all mortgaged, for the payment of ſome one or 


other of thoſe debts, no tax can be reduced, till 


the debt for which it is mortgaged, be paid off; 
the meaning of that motion therefore was, that 
* the Parliament ſhould apply the ſinking fund, to 
the payment of thoſe debts, for which our moſt 
* grievous taxes are mortgaged, in order that the 
tax might then be reduced; ſo that in that motion, 
there was nothing, my Lords, in the leaſt incon- 
* ſiſtent with that right, which the public creditors 
have in the ſinking fund; which right is, in my 
opinion, as a good a right, as the right they have in 
* thoſe funds, which are appropriated for the pay- 
* ment of their annuities; and therefore, I cannot 
but give my negative to the bill now before us. 


The queſtion for paſſing the bill being at laſt put, 
it was carried in the affirmative, without a diviſion. 


175 


The Speakers in this debate were, againſt the bill, Speaker. 


the Lord Carteret, the Lord Bathurſt, and the Earl 
of Aylesford: And for the bill, the Lord Hervey, 
the Duke of Newcaſtle, and the Earl of Lay. 


HE bill for explainin and amending an act Scotch Ha- 
paſſed in the — of Scotland, in the year 13 


1701,intitled, An aFfor preventing wrongous impriſon- 
ments, 
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ments, and againſt undue delays in trials, was, after 
a long debate for two days, at laſt, upon a diviſion, 
paſſed in the houſe of Commons the 5th of May, 
by 139 to 131; and on the gth of the fame month 
the ſaid bill was read a ſecond time in the houſe of 
Lords, when a motion was made by the Eurl of 
Strefford, for having the ſaid act paſſed in Scotland 
in the year 1701, read to the houſe ; whereupon 
the Earl of Jay ſtood up and ſpoke to this cf 
feRt, viz. 


The Ewt of * My Lords, I ſhall readily join with the noble 
ads Lord in the motion he has made for having the 


/ m . SC:2' 644. 40 


act, to which the bill refers, read to your Lord- 
ſhips: This I will rather agree to, becauſe it has 
of late been induſtriouſly reported, that the liberty 
of the ſubject in Scotland is no way ſecured : lt 
has, I know, been confidently aſſerted, that the 
ſubjects in that part of the iſland, are ſtill in a ſtate 
of abſolute ſlavery; but when your Lordſhips 
have heard that act read, you will ſee that there is 
no manner of ground for ſuch reports. Your Lord- 
ſhips will ſee that the Scots have not been idle, 
whenever they had an opportunity for ſecuring 
their liberties, or for amending, explaining or 
enforcing that part of their law, which relates to ſe- 
curing the rights and liberties of the ſubject: 
Therefore I hope your Lordſhips will give al! 
poſſible attention to the reading of this act; and 
as there are ſome law-terms and expreſſions 1n it 
which ſome of your Lordſhips may not perhaps ſo 
well underſtand, I ſhall beg leave, after it is read, 
to give ſome ſhort explanation of them, from which 
I hope I ſhall be able to make it appear, that the 
act ſtands no way in need of any amendment or 
explanation; and that the bill now before us, in- 
ſtead of ſecuring the rights and liberties of the 
«* ſubject, will render them more uncertain and pre- 
© carious than they were before. 
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The act was then read; and then his Lordſhip 
ſtood up again, and after giving a ſhort expla- 
nation of the Scorch law terms, went on to this 
effect. 


Thus your Lordſhips may ſee, that no man in 
Scotland can be taken up or impriſoned, unleſs an 
information in writing, and ſigned by the infor- 
* mer, be firſt exhibited againſt him; and when 
any perſon is to be ſent to priſon, the magiſtrate 


© who commits him is by law obliged to expreſs in 


© his warrant of committment, the crime he 1s char- 
* ged with, or the cauſe of his impriſonment z and 
* farther, the jaylor or keeper of the priſon to 
* which he is commited, is obliged to deliver to 
* the priſoner, a copy of his warrant of commit- 
ment: Then, my Lords, with reſpect to tryals, if 
© a priſoner be not brought to his tryal within a 
certain number of days in the act limited, he may 
apply to the proper court, and upon ſuch applica- 
* tion, that court is by law obliged to bring him to 
© an immediate tryal, or otherwiſe to diſcharge 
him. And laſtly, my Lords, with reſpe& to 
bail; if the crime with which any priſoner is char- 
* ged, be bailable, it is expreſly ordered by the 
© fame act, that the judge or magiſtrate before whom 
© he is brought upon any ſuch charge, ſhall admit 
* him to bail, and ſhall not require bail for any great 
© or immoderate ſum ; nay, the law goes farther, 
© it limits the magiſtrate to a certain ſum for which 
he is to take bail, according to the rank and qua- 
* lity of the perſon accuſed ; and the furs fo limit- 
* ed, are by this act ſo ſmall, that even the Parlia- 
* ment of Scotland thought fit afterwards to increaſe 
them to double the ſums firſt appointed. 
From theſe few obſervations, your Lordſhips 
may ſee that the liberty of the ſuhject in Scotland, 
is as fully ſecured by this act, as the liberty of the 
ſubject is in England by the Habeas Corpus; nay, 
Vor. XIII. N « with 
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* with reſpect to bail, the liberty of a ſubject in 
* Scotland is, in my opinion, better ſecured, becauſe 
© the ſum for which a man is to give bail, is there 
© limited and aſcertained z whereas, in England, the 
* ſum for which a man is to give bail, is left intire- 
y to the diſcretion of the judge or magiſtrate who 
© is to take the bail. It is true, in Scotland, an in- 
formation upon oath'is not required; but that pro- 
* ceeds from the whole ſpirit and tenor of their laws, 
by which an oath is deemed ſo facred, that it is 
not preſumed, that any real honeſt man will vo- 
* Juntarily ſubject himſelf to it; and whoever does 
© ſo, is called an ultroneous witneſs, which is in that 
country always deemed a good reaſon for ſuſpett- 
ing his evidence; and in all criminal matters, 
* the lawyers and judges of Scotland, have always 
© been of opinion, that no witneſs ought to be exa- 
* mined upon oath againſt any man, but in a public 
court, and in the preſence of the priſoner, when 
he and his counſel have an opportunity, and have 
always full liberty to croſs-examine the witneſs, 
* and to make him explain fully every thing he 
« ſays. ? 


His Lordſhip then ſpoke to the ſeveral clauſes of 
the bill, and endeavoured to ſhew the bad conſe- 
quences with which they would be attended, and then 
concluded with his being againſt committing of the 
bill, for che reaſons he had offered; and becauſe, 
that if there was any cauſe for altering the law of 
Scotland, he thought ſuch a great alteration as was 
propoſed by that bill, ought not to be made, but at- 
ter the moſt full and mature conſideration, which 
he thought they could not have time for, ſo near 
the end of a ſeſſion of Parliament. 


To this the Lord Carteret anſwered in ſubſtance 
as follows, viz, 


My 
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My Lords, as I cannot pretend to any know. Speech in 
« ledge in the law of Scotland, much leſs to ſuch a * four. 


« thorough knowledge of that law as the noble 
Lord who ſpoke laſt, I am at ſome loſs when 1 
«© riſe up, to ſpeak to the bill now before us. I will 
grant, my Lords, that the Scots have provided 
© as well for their rights and liberties as they could, 
© and that they have formerly endeavoured to pre- 
vent all the dangers and incroachments which could 
then be foreſeen ; but it is impoſſible, it would be 
« yain in any man, or in any ſet of men, to pretend 
© to guard againſt all the dangers that may thereafter 
©ariſe. The facts or events which gave occaſion, 
for bringing this bill into the other houſe, are not, 
* it is true, before us; but it is certain, and I have 
«even heard, that ſome things have happened lately 
ein that country, which ſhew, that all the in- 
* croachments that may be made upon the liberty of 
the ſubject, are not ſufficiently guarded againſt by 
© the act of the Scotch Parliament which has been 
© now read to you: Theſe late occurrences, we may 
© ſuppoſe, gave riſe to this bill in the other houſe ; 
*and as there are a great many gentlemen in that 
© houſe who thoroughly underſtand the law of Scoz- 
© land, we muſt ſuppoſe that they made it fully ap- 
© pear to the houſe, that ſome ſuch bill was neceſſary, 
before the bill could paſs in that houſe. 

This, my Lords, is a general reaſon, at leaſt 
for our not rejecting this bill; but from the ob- 
jections the noble Lord has been pleaſed to make 
*to it, I plainly ſee there is a neceſſity for paſſing; 
© ſome ſuch bill. It is, I think, moſt unreaſonable 
that any man ſhould be deprived of his liberty 
and ſubjected to the danger and expence of a trial, 
perhaps for his life and fortune, upon a vague and 
general information, not ſworn to, but only *; - 
ed by the informer ; which he may, perhaps, have 
* given out of malice, or in a paſſion. I ſhall always 
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think that ſome ſort of evidence is neceſſary, before 
a ſubject be impriſoned, or ſo much as proſecuted 
for any crime; and I am ſure, the leaſt evidence 
that can, in ſuch a caſe, be required, is the oath 
of one witnels. Another particular reaſon for e- 
« vincing the-neceſlity of ſome ſuch bill is, that I 
© find it is neither the law nor the cuſtom in Scot- 
land, to examine the perſon accuſed before he is 
committed to priſon ; yet this, I muſt think, ought 
always to be done, becauſe, by ſuch examination, 
the magiſtrate, who grants his warrant, may find, 
© that the information upon which he granted the 
« warrant, was falſe and malicious. This, my 
Lords, I am convinced of from experience; for 
* when I had the honour to be in a place of high 
« truſt under the crown, there was a fellow came to 
me, and gave me an information upon oath, of no 
© leſs a crime than high treaſon, againſt ſome per- 
« ſons in Wapping ; which information was ſo clear 
and diſtinct, and the facts ſo probable, that I had 


not the leaſt reaſon to doubt of it; however, as it 
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was my duty, I ordered the perſons accuſed to be | 


brought directly before me; and, upon examining 
© them, I very ſoon found that it was a falſe and a 
« villainous information, given by a fellow who had 
< rundeeply in their debt, and had taken that way 
© to get free of What he owed them; whereupon ! 
< diſmiſſed the perſons accuſed, and had the infor- 
mer immediately ſecured : Of this ſtory I acquaim- 
ed his late Majeſty, who was ſo good as to order 
the Attorney-General, to proſecute the fellow for 
« perjury, of which he was accordingly convicted, 
and for which he ſuffered ſeverely. 


| His Lordſhip then proceeded to examine the ob- 


jections made to the ſeveral clauſes of the bill, moſt of 
which he endeavoured not only to anſwer, but to ſhew, 
that from each of them aroſe a ſtrong argument for 
the neceſſity of paſſing ſome ſuch bill, Some of the 
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objections however he admitted, but ſhewed, that 
they might be very eaſily removed by amendments, 
which might and certainly would be made in the 
committee z and concluded with ſaying, That he 
hoped he had ſaid enough to perſuade: their Lord- 
ſhips that they ought to commit the bill, where they 
might make what alterations and amendments they 
thought proper; and if any of their Lordſhips ſhould 
not be pleaſed with it when ſo altered and amended, 
they might throw 1t out upon the third reading: 
but this was not complied with, as appears by the 
following proteſt, | 


Die Veneris, ꝙ Maii, 1735. 


Hodie ada vice lefa eſt billa, Intitled, An Ai for 
explaining and amending an A paſſed in the Parlia- 
ment of Scotland, and in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and one, Intitled, An Af for preventing 
wrongous impriſonment, and againſt undue delays in 
tryals. Propoſed to commit the bull, 


After debate, the queſtion' was put, Whether 
this bill ſhall be committed? | 


It was reſolved in the negative. Contents 28, Not 
Contents 68. | 


Difſentient. 70 

1, D Ecauſe we apprehend a bill of this nature, ſent 
up from the houſe of Commons, ought at 

leaſt ro have undergone the form of a commitment; 
lince whatever was unneceſſary or wrong in 1t, might 
there have been left out or amended. But ſeveral 
matters contained in the bill ſeem to us highly ex- 
pom to be paſſed into a law; for, by the law of 
cotland, as it now ſtands, any judge may, by a 
ſummary warrant, commit perſons upon informa- 
tion ſigned, without any oath made, and without 
N 3 convening 
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convening the parties before him, or hearing what 
they can alledge in their own Juſtification, and 
ſend them to a remote priſon in any corner of the 
kingdom. No expreſs words in any ftatute, do 
at preſent forbid ſuch a practice, and we have 
great reaſon to believe that ſome abuſe of this unli- 
mited power did appear before the houſe of Com- 
m_ which might probably give the firſt riſe to 
the bill. | | 


2. Becauſe, as the Habeas Corpus act is the great 
ſecurity of the liberties of this part of the united 
kingdoms, it would be, in our opinion, both un- 
ſafe and ungenerous, nct to extend the ſame liberty to 
the other. For, ſhould they, who have hitherto 
been brave aſſertors of their liberties, find themſelves 
expoſed to oppreſſion, from which the reſt of their 
fellow ſubjects are ſecured by law, neceſſity may 
prompt them to attempt, by violence, to free them- 
ſelves 3 or revenge provoke them to become the in- 
ſtruments of power, and bring us under the ſame 
dependence. And the hiſtory of the late times ſuffi- 
ciently convinces us, that in thoſe reigns, when arbi- 
trary power was deſigned and attempted in this 
kingdom, deſperate and adventurous agents were 
firſt ſent to try the experiment in Scotland. 


2. Becauſe there was a proviſion in the bill, to 
prevent an abuſe of ſeizing perſons on pretence of 
debt, and detaining them till the elections were over, 
where they had a right to vote; the protection grant- 
ed by the bill was no more than what every common 
court of juſtice actually allows to any evidence, 
whole My ripe may be neceſſary in matters of much 
icts conſequence: And, we cannot help teſtifying 
our ſurprize, that this regulation has not already been 
made over the whole united kingdoms : We hope, 
however, another ſeſſion will not paſs without taking 
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effectual care to prevent ſuch a dangerous abuſe of 
law. | 


4. Becauſe experience has ſhewn us the benefit 
which aroſe from delivering the ſubjects of that part 
of the Kingdom from their vaſſalage, and freeing 
them from a ſervile dependence on their ſuperiors ; 
and, as we conceive the purport of this bill was no 
more than a natural extenſion of the ſame meaſure, 
it would have been the moſt probable, if not the on- 
ly method to eradicate any remaining diſaffection; 
tho* we have no grounds to ſuppoſe, from any late 
tranſactions, that there is any ſuch. On the contra- 
ry, thoſe who were thought the moſt diſaffected, 
have lately appeared ſufficiently tractable. But what 
diſaffect ion the rejecting ſuch a bill may create, even 
among the beſt ſubjects, and thoſe who have al- 
ways been moſt attached to the preſent eftabliſhmenr, 
we cannot reflect upon without concern, For, as 
the union was made in ſupport of the preſent eſta- 
bliſhment, which is founded upon the revolution, 
and the revolution upon principles of liberty, they 
who have always aſſerted thoſe principles, may (as 
we apprehend) juſtly complain, that the liberty of 
the ſubject is not equally ſecured in every part of the 
uaited Kingdom. 


5. Becauſe, we are apprehenſive it will appear ve- 
ry extraordinary to the world, that a bill for the ſe- 
curity of the liberty of the ſubject, ſhould have been 
thrown out of this houſe without a commitment, 
when ſo many bills have paſſed for laying on or con- 
tinuing ſevere and heavy duties upon them. Remote 
apprehenſions, dangers barely poſſible, and ſuſpi- 
cions of diſaffection, have been arguments former] 
made uſe on the fide of the crown, for enacting 
the ſevereſt penal laws upon the ſubject; and we 
conceive it ſtill more incumbent on the legiſla- 
ture to be watchful over the liberties of the Pex 
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ple, committed to their care, ſince it is much ea- 
ſier to reſtrain liberty from running into licentiouſ- 


neſs, than power from ſwelling into tyranny and 
oppreſſion. . 


6. Becauſe liberty being the common birth- right 
of all mankind, and ſtill preſerved to this nation by 
the wiſdom and courage of our anceſtors, we think 
an infringement of that right, tho? but for an hour, 
by wrongful impriſonment, is not only an injury to 
the perſon immediately concerned, but a notorious 
invaſion of the conſtitution. We ſhould not deſerve 
thoſe liberties our ſelves, if we did not take the moſt 
effectual methods to tranſmit them in their full extent 
to lateſt poſterity, and to reſtrain, by proper laws, 
any flagitious attempts of miniſters prompted by 
ambition, or drove by deſpair, who may at any 
time hereafter endeavour to undermine or attack 
them. Humanity and generoſity particularly call 
upon us, who are diſtinguiſhed by many privileges 
and advantages peculiar to ourſelves, to ſecure to 
the people that liberty which they have an equal 
right to with us; a bleſſing ! the meaneſt ſubject of 
this kingdom ought ever to enjoy in common with 
the greateſt. 


Cheſterfield, Cobham, Coventry, 
Oxford and Mort. Stirafford, Thanet, 

Mont joy, Batbhurſt, Gower, 
Haverſbam, Litchfield, Winchelſea, 
Suffolk, Boyle, Northampton. 
Foley, | Berkſhire, 


The queſtion having been thus carried againſt 
committing this bill, it was therefore of courſe re- 


jected. * * 


ON 
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to the houſe of Peers, and the Commons be- 


ing ſent for, his Majeſty gave the royal aſſent to ſe- 
veral public and private bills. 


N Thurſday the 15th of May the King came | | 


After which his Majeſty made the following ſ Perch 
to both houſes. 


« My Lords and Gentlemen, 
AM glad the buſineſs of this ſeſſion of Parlia- See 
ment is brought to ſuch a concluſion, that I ” 

have now an opportunity of giving you ſome re- 

« ceſs, after the great pains you have taken in the 

+ ſervice of your country. On this occaſion I muſt, 

in juſtice, return you my thanks for the many in- 

+ ſtances you have given me of your duty and affec- 
tion to my perſon and government, and for the | 
I * neceſſary proviſions you have made for the public | 


D « ſecurity, as. far as the immediate circumſtances of 
0 © affairs might require. 


c 
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al © I have conſidered, with great care and attention, 
pf the preſent ſituation of Europe, and duly weighed 
th * the conſequences that may ariſe from the progreſs 


* of the war, either by means of its becoming more 
* general, or continuing only to be n on be- 
* tween the powers already en 
An accommodation of theſe — troubles, 
5 „end to be the beſt means to prevent the dan- 
gers that are to be apprehended on either ſide. 
In this view, a plan of pacification was concerted 
between me and the States-General with great im- 
* partiality, and not without reaſonable grounds to 
nſt hope for ſucceſs ; although it hath not had the de- 
re- © fired effect. 
© But all farther reſolutions, to be taken in this i 
important and critical conjuncture, will be princi- 4 
* pally determined by future events. This makes it 
N impoſſible for me, at preſent, to take the * 
advice f 
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advice and concurrence of my Parliament, in ſuch 
meaſures as may become abſolutely neceſſary to be 
entered into. But you may be aſſured, that m 

conſtant concern for the public welfare, the liber. 
ties of Europe, and, in particular, for the felicity 
and ſecurity of theſe kingdoms, will never ſuffer me 


to take any ſteps, but ſuch as the honour and in- 


tereſt of my crown and people ſhall call for and 


juſtify. And, in the purſuit of theſe great and 


deſirable ends, I do, with the beſt grounded con- 


fidence, promiſe myſelf your zealous and affecti- 
onate ſupport. | 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 

I return you my hearty thanks for the ſupplies 
you have, with ſo much chearfulneſs and diſpatch, 
granted for the ſervice of the current year; which 
have been ſo effectually raiſed, and accompanied 
with ſo ſeaſonable an. augmentation of our forces by 
ſea and land, that I ſhall be in a condition to make 
uſe of them, in the moſt advantageous manner, 
for the public ſervice, as any occaſion that may 
happen to ariſe ſhall require. 


< My Lords and Gentlemen, 
The conduct and prudence of this Parliament, 
in a time of ſq great difficulty, cannot be enough 


commended. The poſture of affairs before us, 


required all poſſible reſolution, joined with caution, 
neither to be unwarily involved in the preſent di- 
ſturbances, nor to remain unprovided againſt thoſe 
dangers, which are too obvious to ſtand in need of 
any explanation, and may either directly or re- 


motely affect us. 


As I think it neceſſary, this ſummer, to viſit 
my dominions in Germany, it is my intention to 
appoint the Queen regent here during my abſence; 
of whoſe juſt and prudent adminiſtration you have, 
on the like occaſion, had experience. Let me 

2 | « earneſtly 
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« carneſtly recommend it to you, to render the bur- 
den of this weighty truſt as eaſy to her as poſſible, 
by making it your conſtant ſtudy and endeavour, 
« asT am ſure it is your inclination, to preſerve the 
« peace of the kingdom, and to diſcountenance and 
« ſuppreſs all attempts to raiſe groundleſs diſcontents 
in the minds of my people, whoſe happineſs hath 
© always been, and ſhall continue, my daily and 
« uninterrupted care, 


And afterwards the Lord Chancellor, by his Ma- 
jeſty's command, ſaid, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T is his Majeſty's royal will and pleaſure, that 

this Parliament be prorogued to Thurſday the 
12th day of June next, to be then here held; and 
this Parliament is accordingly prorogued to Thurſday 
the 12th day of June next, | 


AMC — 


The ſecond ſeſſion of the fourth Septennial Par- 


liament. 


N Thurſday the 1 5th of Fanuary his Majeſty 
opened the ſeſſion with the following ſpeech 
from the throne, viz. : . 


* My Lords and Gentlemen, 
HE happy turn which the affairs of Europe The King's 
. b 2 have evidently taken, ſince the end of the For 
* laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, muſt, I am perſuaded, 
give you all, as it does me, the greateſt ſatisfac- 
tion. ; 
] acquainted you then, that a plan of pacifica- 
tion, concerted between me and the States-General 
* of the United Previnces, had been propoſed to the 
parties 


; — . +: 
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5. parties engaged in the war, which had not the ef. 
c fect to prevent the opening of the campaign: The 
© armies took the field, and the war was carried on 
in fome parts in ſuch a manner, as to give very 
« juſt apprehenſions, that it would unavoidably be- 
< come general, from an abſolute neceſſity of preſer- 
ving that balance of power, on which the ſafety 
and commeree of the maritime powers ſo much 
depend. | 

* This conſideration determined me to perſevere, 
< jointly with the States, in repeating our moſt ear- 


< neſt inſtances to the contending parties to agree to | 


© an armiſtice, and to enter into a negotiation for ob- 
* taining a general peace, upon the baſis of the plan 
© we had propoſed to them. 

While affairs continued in this ſtate of delibe- 
ration, the heat and fury of the war abated; and 
the Emperor and the moſt ' Chriſtian King, in 
* conſequence of their repeated profeſſions, of a ſin- 
« cere diſpoſition to put an end to the war, by an 
© honourable and ſolid peace, concerted and agreed 
upon certain preliminary articles, to anſwer that 

moſt deſirable end. An armiſtice is ſince agreed 
to by all the parties engaged in the war z and the 

contracting powers, in regard to the good offices 
employed by me and the States, have communi- 
cated to us, by their reſpective miniſters, the pre- 

Hminaries, defiring our concurrence for effectuat- 
ing a general pacification upon the terms thereby 
© ſtipulated. 

It appearing, upon due examination, that theſe 


Ga a A. a. @a 


articles do not eſſentially vary from the plan pro- 
< poſed by me and the ſtates, nor contain any thing 


« prejudicial to the equilibre of Europe, or to the 
rights and intereſts of our reſpective ſubjects ; we 
* have thought fit, in purſuance of our conſtant pur- 
© poſe, to contribute our utmoſt towards a general 
6 POE, to declare, by a joint reſolution, to 
the courts of Vienna and France, our * 
| 0 
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: 


. « of the ſaid preliminaries, and our readineſs to con- 
f « cur in a treaty to be made for bringing them to 
a perfection. 


« Theſe preliminaries have been likewiſe commu- 


. vicated to the Kings of Spain and Sardinia ; and 
, « although thoſe Princes have not as yet, in form, 
declared their final reſolutions upon them, there is 
great reaſon to believe, that the love of peace, 
! their avowed diſpoſitions for putting an end to the 
troubles of Europe, and the amicable interpoſition 
; © of common friends, will prevail upon them to a- 
4 © oree to what has been thus concerted, upon rea- 
» WW © fonable ſecurity given them for the peaceable poſ- 


1 ſeſſion and enjoy ment of the countries allotted to 
them. | | 
, In theſe circumſtances, my firſt care was, to 
© eaſe the burdens of my people, as ſoon, and as far 
as prudence, in the preſent poſture of affairs, would 
© permit. I have therefore ordered a conſiderable 
reduction to be made of my forces, both by ſea 
and land; and if the influence of the crown of 
© Great-Britain, and the reſpect due to this nation, 
have had any ſhare in compoſing the preſent trou- 
* bles in Europe, or preventing new ones, I am per- 
* ſuaded you will be of opinion, that it will be ne- 
© ceſſary to continue ſome extraordinary expence, 
until there be a more perfect reconciliation among 


© the ſeveral powers of Europe. 


— — 


— I 7 


Gentlemen of the houſe of Commons, 

© I have offered the proper officers to lay before 
you the eſtimates for the ſervice of the current 
year; and. I make no doubt, but my defire 
to make the charge of the publick as low as poſ- 
© ſible, will find in you the ſame readineſs to grant 
the neceſſary ſupplies with chearfulneſs and unani- 
© mity. 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 

© I am willing to hope, this pleaſing proſpect o 
peace abroad, will greatly contribute to peace and 
good harmony at home. Let that example of 
* temper and moderation, which has ſo happily 
« calmed the ſpirits of contending Princes, baniſh 
from among you all inteſtine diſcord and diſſention. 
© Thoſe who truly wiſh the peace and proſperity of 
their country, can never have a more favourable 
opportunity than now offers, of diftinguiſhing them. 
* ſelves, by declaring their ſatisfaction in the progreſs 
already made, towards reſtoring the public tran- 
— quility, and in promoting what 1s ſtil] neceſſary to 
bring it to perfection? 


Motion for This ſpeech was immediately taken into conſide- 


„ by the houſe of Lords, and the ſame being fu 
read to the houſe, is was moved as follows, viz, To for 
order, That an humble addreſs be preſented to his inc 

_ Majeſty, to return the thanks of this houſe for his | 
molt gracious ſpeech from the throne : To expreſs Wl inc 
the Juſt ſenſe this houſe hath of his Majeſty's great WM ff 
concern for the balance of Europe, his vigilance to Wh hi 
prevent a general war, and to maintain the ſecu- Wi by 
rity and commerce of his kingdoms: To declare Wi vr; 
their ſatisfaction in his Majeſty's perſeverance, to 
purſue theſe great ends, by endeavouring to bring me 
the contending powers to an accommodation, and | 
the well-grounded hopes which they always concciv- | « 
ed, that the good offices of his Majeſty and the WW «x 
States General, would be attended with real and be- 
neficial effects: To congratulate his Majeſty, on Ne 
the pleaſing proſpect of approaching tranquilicy ; Wl « « 
and to expreſs the great ſatisfaction of this houſe . 
upon the gracious communication made in his ſpeech, Wl « \ 
touching the preliminary articles between the Em- WW « t 


peror and France, and the joint reſolution taken 
there- 
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thereupon by his Majeſty and the States: To ac- 
knowledge, with the greateſt gratitude, his Maje- 
{y's tender care of his people, in preſerving to them 
the bleſſings of peace; and to declare, that this houſe 
kes with pleaſure, in our preſent ſituation, the hap- 
y effects of the extraordinary ſupplies of late years 
granted by Parliament: To return his Majeſty the 
thanks of this houſe, for the orders given for a re- 
duction of his forces; aſſuring him, in the ſtrongeſt 
manner, that this houſe will zealouſly and chearfully 
concur in all ſuch meaſures as ſhall be neceſſary 
o ſecure the ſafety of his Majeſty's kingdoms,” and 
o continue the juſt influence of his crown among the 
powers abroad : To promiſe his Majeſty, that this 
houſe will, to the utmoſt, promote good harmony 
and unanimity at home, and demonſtrate, by all their 
de. actions, how much they have at heart the effectual 
ng Wl vpport of his Majeſty and his government, the pre- 
Io Wl trvation of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, and the peace 
his Wi and proſperity of their country. 

his To this motion ſeveral objections were made 
«ls Wl ind in particular it was propoſed to leave out, in the 
cat Wl fifth paragraph, theſe words, viz. And to declare, that 
10 il !hishouſe ſees with pleaſure, in our preſent ſituation, the 
cU- Hl bappy effects of the extraordinary ſupplies of late years 
arc il granted by Parliaments. 


to The arguments made uſe of in ſupport of this a- 

"s mendment, were in ſubſtance as follows, viz. | 

1 | | | 

''- MM *© My Lords, by the ancient uſage of this houſe, Argument 
the no ſpeech from the throne was ever taken into ge ee 
be. Wl © conſideration the ſame day it was made. Our an- 

on ceſtors were not ſo complaiſant as to make any 

Y 3 compliments even to the throne itſelf, without 


uſe having firſt maturely weighed the ſubject upon 
* which they were to make their compliments; and 
* therefore they always appointed a day for taking 
his Majeſty's. ſpeech into conſideration ; in order 
re. | that thoſe Lords, who knew nothing of the ſpeech 
* till 
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< till they heard it from the throne, might have 
time to peruſe it, and to conſider what might pro- 
« perly be ſaid, by way of return. This, my Lords, 
« was the ancient cuſtom, and this, I muſt think, 
< was more conſiſtent with the honour and dignity 
© of this houſe, than that method we have lately 
fallen into, of taking his Majeſty's ſpeech imme- 
« diately into our conſideration, and agreeing to ſuch 


an adreſs as ſome Lords may be pleaſed to pro- 


poſe, before we can poſſibly have time to conſider, 
* whether it be proper or not. For this reaſon ! 
could wiſh we would return to our ancient cu- 
ſtom, and inſtead of agreeing or diſagreeing to 
* the motion now made, appoint a day for tak- 
ing his Majeſty's ſpeech into our conſideration, 
and order the houſe to be ſummoned for that pur. 
po. 

* As I knew nothing of the contents of his Ma. 
< jelty's ſpeech, till J heard it from the throne, it 
* cannot, my Lords, be preſumed that I can ſtate 
my objections to the addreſs now propoſed, in ſuch 
a regular manner as I might do, if a day were ap- 
pointed for our taking the ſpeech into conſiderati- 
on: I believe there are a great many other Lords 
in the ſame circumſtances with me; and although 
* we had, in a private manner, been fully informed 
of the contents of that ſpeech which was to be 
* made, yet I do not think it regular, or conſiſtent 
* with the dignity of this houſe, to proceed upon 
* any ſuch private information. As members 0: 


this houſe, we can have nothing under our conſi- 


* deration, nor ought we to form an opinion or 2 
< reſolution about any thing, till it has, in a proper 
and regular manner been laid before the houſe; 
and, in this light, I am of opinion none of your 
* Lordſhips can ſay, that you have fully and ma- 
© turely conſidered the ſpeech now before you; for 
my own part, I am ſure I cannot; but even from 


the little time I have had, to conſider the * 
an 
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and the addreſs now moved for, I am ſure I can- 
« not pretend to ſay, that my hopes have been an- 
ſwered by the peace that has been concluded, or 
« by any thing elſe that has happened; for I muſt 
« fay, I could never form any hopes from the mea- 
© ſures we have taken, or from any account of our 
© late tranſactions, that has ever been laid before this 
« houſe; and, I believe, there any many of your 
Lordſhips, who have always been of the ſame o- 
* pinion with me; therefore, if we reſolve to men- 
tion in our addreſs, any thing abou: our hopes, I 
* think we ought to ſay, that by various hidden 
© cauſes, and extraordinary incidents, Providence has 
© been pleaſed, without any merit 1n us, to bring 
about a peace, far beyond our hopes, and even con- 
© trary to our expectations. A peace, my Lords, 
© has, it is true, been brought about, but I am very 
© certain, we cannot ſay it is a good peace for this 
nation; and I am much afraid, it will not be fo 
* laſting as ſome people may perhaps imagine. 
know, my Lords it has always been faid that 
© no expreſſions in our addreſs of thanks, for his 
« Majeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne, 
can any way tye up or controul the future pro- 
* ceedings or reſolutions of this houſe, yet I hope we 
hall always take care, not to put any expreſſion or 
allegation in an addreſs of this houſe which the 


| © generality of the world knows to be falſe ; and for 


* this reaſon, I cannot-agree to put any words into 
© our addreſs, which may ſeem to inſinuate, that the 
peace was owing to any preparations made by us, 
dor to any ſupplies granted by former Parliaments. 
Can it be pretended, that there is the leaſt ground 
for any ſuch infinuation ? Can it be ſaid, that our 
* adding 6 or 7000 men to our land forces, had fo 
* frightened France, as to make them give up any 
© of thoſe pretenſions they had ſeriouſly at heart? 
Can it be alledged, that our ſquadrons made them 
give up the affair of Poland, when the whole world 

Vol. XIII. O knows, 
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© knows, we never ſent ſo much as one ſhip into 


the Baltic? Or can it be ſaid, that our ſquadrons 


ſet limits to any of their deſigns in Italy, without 
ever appearing in the Mediterranean? My Lords, | 


whatever his Majeſty's endeavours were, we ma 


„ G Sau .4 


* 


which this nation, as well as the reſt of Europe, 


may ſoon have reaſon to repent of: It is a meaſure, 
« which I am ſure his Fer api would never propoſe | 
any of his miniſters did | 


or countenance ; and i 


« ſo, I call upon them now to declare it: But, my 
Lords, I believe no one of them will dare to own 


any ſuch thing; and as this was apparently the 

motive, which induced France to facrifice all her | 
other views, as well as moſt of the views of her 
« allies, how can we ſay in our addreſs, with any 


appearance of truth, that the peace was owing to 
* our preparations, or to any of his Majeſty's en- 
© deavours? Or how can we from thence declare, 
that we ſee with pleaſure, the happy effects of the 
extraordinary ſupplics of late years granted by Par- 
« liaments? Therefore, if your Lordſhips are reſol- 
< vedtoagree immediately upon an addreſsof thanks, 


< I hope you will leave theſe words out of your | 


« addreſs; for I cannot think any of your Lord- 
«* ſhips will ſay, you ſee with pleaſure the dominions 
of France enlarged, by the acceſſion of ſuch an ex- 


« tenſive and convenient country as that of the dutchy | 


© of Lorrain. 
The anſwer was in ſubſtance as follows, viz. 


E Whatever the ancient cuſtom may have been, 
© my Lords, with relation to the appointing a day 
4 * 


judge from the event, that he could have no hand 
in the peace that has been concluded; for I am 
convinced his Majeſty never did, nor ever would 
uſe the leaſt endeavour, for annexing to the crown 
of France for ever, the whole dominions of the 
Duke of Lorrazn : Thais, my Lords, is a ceſſion, | 
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0 to take his Majeſty's ſpeech into conſiderãtion, it 
8 « is certain this cuſtom has been long laid aſide; 
for it muſt be granted, that not only for a great 
, many years, but even for a great many reigns, the : 
) Wl * cuſtom and uſage of this houſe has always been, to i} 
danke his Majeſty's ſpeech nat into our | 
0 Wl « conſideration, and to order an addreſs, by way of 
d WM * return thereto. This, I ſay, my Lords, has been 
n I © the uninterrupted cuſtom for many reigns z and | 
ic now to deviate from that cuſtom, or to reaſſume 1 
1, an old obſolete cuſtom upon the preſent occaſion, 4 
„ would certainly look, as if we diſapproved of 1 
e, © ſome of the meaſures lately taken by his Majeſty, [ 
ſe and would be in ſome manner offering a ſort of i 
id * indignity to him; which I am perſuaded no one 
Wi © of your Lordſhips has the leaſt inclination to offer; | 
n and for this reaſon I hope, neither the noble Lord 
ne who propoſed it, nor any other of your Lordſhips 
cr Wl © will inſiſt upon the queſtion, for appointing a i 
er Wl day to take his Mayelty' s ſpeech into confidera- „ 
7 tion. 4 
t * If there were any thing very dark and intficate 5 
N. in his Majeſty's ſpeech, or in the motion now 1 
©, made to you for an addreſs: If any thing in the 1 
he * addreſs could be of any great conſequence, or have * 
u any great effect upon future proceedings, there 1 
l- © might be fome reaſon for our taking ſome time to 1 
5, WF © conſider his Majeſty's ſpeech, as well as the addreſs * 
ur 1 © propoſed to be made upon the preſent occaſion ; I 
d. BM © but; in my opinion, and, I believe, in the opinion 1 
n © of moſt Lords of this houſe, there is not the leaſt 4 
* oblcurity or ambiguity in any part of his Ma- iN 
y WM © i&ty's ſpeech, or of the motion now made to us; 1 
* and as no expreſſion we can put into the addreſs, 1 
nor any compliment we may make upon ſuch an x 
* occaſion, can have the leaſt influence upon any of 1 


* our future proceedings; therefore we have the leſs 
. WW © reaſon to be ſo mighty cautious of what we ſhall 1 
ay * fay upon the preſent occaſion. . i 
0 O 2 < That 
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would have entered into the war, with a body of 
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ly at heart, which were inconſiſtent with that, they 
'* ſaw us preparing to ſupport and defend.” | 

-- -+ Althe* none of our ſquadrons appeared either in 
the Mediterranean or the Baltic, yet, my Lords, 


— 


and this, perhaps, made them give up ſome of thoſe 
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That peace is more deſirable than war, is what 
I believe, will be granted by every one of your 
Lordſhips; and it will, I believe, likewiſe be grant. 
ed, that the balance of power in Europe was late! 

in great danger of being over- turned, and that this 
nation was lately in the moſt imminent danger of 
being involved in a bloody and expenſive war. The 
reſtoring of the peace of Europe, the preſerving and 
re-eſtabliſhing the balance of power, and the pre- 
venting this nation's being involved in a war, are ef. 
fects whichall mankind muſt acknowledge to be hap- 
py, and they are effects, which have been lately ſome 
way or other brought about: For my own part, 
I am convinced they are the effects of the extra- 
ordinary ſupplies of late yeats granted by the Par- 
liament of this kingdom; and I ſhall continue to 
think ſo, till I fee it demonſtrated, that they have 
procecded from ſome other cauſe. The adding of 
6 or 7000 men to our land forces, was not in it 
ſelf, it is true, of any great conſequence to France, 


or to any other power of Europe; but the making 


of that addiction, and our contracting with the 


King of Denmark for ſome of his troops, ſhewed 


that we were in earneſt, and that we were reſolved 


to enter into the war, for ſupporting the balance 


of power in Europe, as ſoon as we ſhould obſerve, 


that either of the parties had any views, which 
were inconſiſtent with the preſervation of that ba- 


lance ; in which caſe we could, and we certainly 


70,000 men, or perhaps 170,000 in caſe of ne- 
ceſſity: This, my Lords, France very well knew, 


pretenſions, they had at firſt ſeriouſly at heart; or at 
leaſt prevented their having any pretenſions ſeriouſ- 


« ] am 
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el am firmly perſuaded, that our fitting out and 
preparing powerful ſquadrons, and our having them 
ready to fail either to the Mediterranean or the 
E ©Baltic, as we ſhould find occaſion, not only ſet 
= © limits to the deſigns of France and her allies in 
ah, but actually laid them under a neceſſity, of 
© departing from that ſcheme, relating to the par- 
„ tition of Italy, which they had formed to them- 
© © ſelves at the beginning of the war: And as to the 
affair of Poland, tho* we did not fend a ſhip into 
che Baltic, yet we know it was publicly reported, 
that our having fitted out ſuch a powerful ſqua- 
dron, prevented the French from tending their 
© Breſt ſquadron to the relief of Danizick ; ſo that if 
there was any truth in that report, it may be pro- 
perly enough ſaid, that our Bien made them 
give up the affair of Poland. 

With reſpect, my Lords, to the treaty of peace 
that has been concluded, I ſhall not pretend to 
determine, by what means, or by whole endeavours 
it has been brought about; but I cannot think it 
a peace of ſuch dangerous conſequence, as ſome 
are pleaſed to repreſent: The whole dominions of 
Lorrain are, it is true, to be annexed to the crown 
of France for ever; but it cannot be ſaid, that 
HFH ance thereby gets any addition of power, for did 
ſhe not formerly take poſſeſſion of all thoſe domi- 
ngions whenever ſhe pleaſed ; ſo that, tho' France 
dy this treaty of peace, acquires a new right or 
title, yet it cannot be ſaid, that ſhe acquires any 
*new or additional power : But as this is an affair 
quite foreign to our preſent purpoſe, I ſhall only 
add, that I am convinced, there is not a Lord in 
this houſe, who imagined four months ſince, that it 
* was poſſible for the Emperor to have made ſo good 
a peace, unleſs the maritime powers had actually 


engaged in the war, aud had thereby enabled him 


to force the French and their allies, to agree to rea- 
ſonable terms. Yet, my Lords, we find this ex- 
O 3 « traordinary 
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traordinary event, has been ſome way or other 
brought about, without engaging either of the ma- 
ritime powers in the war; and, in my opinion, 
this event, extraordinary as it is, is intirely owin 

to the wiſdom of his Majeſty's conduct, and the 
good harmony which has always ſubliſted between 
him and his Parliament; which harmony, if it be 
continued, will certainly eſtabliſh and preſer ve that 
peace, which has been brought about, and will at 


laſt, make this a happy and a flouriſhing kingdom; 
therefore, I hope your Lordſhips will agree to the 


motion that has been made you, without any a- 
mendment or alteration. 


The reply was to this effect, viZ. 


My Lords, tho? the cuſtom of appointing a day 
for taking his Majeſty's ſpeech into conſideration, 
had been laid aſide far a much longer time than it 
really has, yet as it Was a good and a decent cuſ. 
tom, it ought to be reaſſumed; and our reaſſuming 
an ancient uſage, which all the world muſt allow 
to be a good one, can never look like a diſappro- 
bation of any of his Majeſty's meaſures, much lels 
can it be looked on as offering any indignity to 
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ment made uſe of, when we hear it ſaid, that our 
reaſſuming the ancient dignity of this houſe, will 
be offering a fort of indignity to his Majeſty, it 
ought to make uz cautious of ever neglecting or 
ſulpending any of thoſe forms or cuſtoms, which 
have been eſtabliſned by our anceſtors, for regula- 
ting the proceedings of this houſe z and this ] 
hope your Lordſhips will take particular notice of 
upun ſome future occaſion; for if we be every 
leſBon, or every Parliament, giving up and rever 
reaſſuming, we ſhall at laſt have neither decency 
nor ſolemnity left in any of our proceedings. 

As J have had no time to conſider either the 


, | york or motion, I cannot pretend to determine 


9 * whether 
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* whether or no there be any thing dark or intri- 
* cate in either; but the eaſieſt and the moſt plain 
ſpeech that was ever compoſed, to a man who has 
got conſidered it, muſt be the ſame, as if it were 
dark and intricate ; neither the one nor the other 
ena be underſtood, and no man who regards his 
character will give an anſwer, or agree to what he 
does not underſtand. If there be nothing dark or 
E* intricate, either in the ſpeech or motion, the leſs 
time will be neceſſary to conſider them; bur let 
both be as clear and intelligible as poſſible, it is 
reaſonable that thoſe Lords who heard nothing of 
the ſpeech, till they heard it in this houſe, ſhould 
have ſome time to conſider it, before they be de- 
ſired to give their conſent to any anſwer that can 
be made to it. | | | 
With reſpect to the conſequences of what we 
may happen to inſert in our addreſs, or the effect 
it may have upon our future proceedings, conſider- 
ing how precipitately we are like to agree upon 
an addreſs, I could almoſt wiſh it were a thing of 
as little importance, as it has been repreſented ; 
but, my Lords, while this houſe preſerves its ho- 
nour and dignity, while this nation preſerves its 
freedom, the addreſs of this houſe will always be 
of great conſequence, and will have a great effect, 
not only upon our own future proceedings, but 
upon all the affairs of the nation; nay, upon all 
the affairs of Europe in general. We are not in- 
cgeed, under any abſolute neceſſity of conforming 
in our future proceedings to every thing contained 
n our addreſs of thanks, for his Majeſty's moſt 
* gracious ſpeech from the throne 3 bur ſtill it muſt 
be granted, that what we ſay in our addreſs, has 
an effect upon our future proceedings, and has 
been often made uſe of, as an argument againſt 
our agreeing to propoſitions afterwards made, be- 
* cauſe of their being repugnant to what we had 
aid in our addreſs. | 
94 We 
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We all know, my Lords, that the compliments 
made to his Majeſty upon any ſuch occaſion, are 
generally underſtood to be compliments made to 
his miniſters; and if in this ſeſſion, we ſhould en- 
ter upon an inquiry into the conduct of his. Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters, and ſhould from thence diſcover 
that they had ſhewn no concern for the balance of 
power, that their negligence or their blunders had 
been the occaſion of the late war, and that both 
the ſecurity and the commerce of theſe kingdoms, 
had been thereby brought into the utmoſt danger; 
I muſt beg of your Lordſhips to conſider, how in- 
conſiſtent it would look for this houſe, to come to 
any ſuch reſolutions, after having at the beginnin 
of the ſeſſion agreed to the ſecond paragraph of 
the motion now before you : And upon ſuch an oc- 
caſion, would not this apparent inconſiſtency, be 
made uſe of as an argument, would it not be a 
eee argument againſt your coming to any 
ſuch reſolution? 

But this is not all; the addreſs of this houſe, as 
long as we preſerve any character or reſpect in the 
nation, will always have a great effect upon the 
minds of the le, and will, in ſome meaſure, 
influence the proceedings of the other houſe : Nay, 
my Lords, it will have an effect upon the conduct 
of all the Princes of Europe, and may induce them 
to come into ſuch meaſures, as may be highly pre- 
judicial to the intereſt of this nation, and ſuch as 
cannot be recalled or remedied, by any future re- 
ſolution of this houſe. With reſpect to our con- 
duct in the interval of Parliament, foreign powers 
may perhaps look upon it, as the conduct of our 
miniſters, and not of the nation; and for that rea- 
ſon, they may ſuſpend entering into any meaſures, 
or coming to any reſolutions to our prejudice, till 
the meeting of the next ſeſſion of Parliament; but 
if they then ſee the two houſes of Parliament com- 
« plimenting his Majeſty's miniſters, and approving 
1 * 
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© of all they have done, they will then begin to look 


© ypon our paſt conduct, as the conduct of the na- 
tion, and will immediately take rheir meaſures or 
their reſolutions accordingly. We have it, it is 
true, in our power to depart from our addreſs by a 
future reſolutions ; but aſter the reſolutions of fo- 
C reign States are taken, after they have concerted 
their meaſures, we cannot make them depart from 
ſuch meaſures or reſolutions, by any future reſolu- 
tion of ours; and thus, by an ilktimed compli- 
ment to his Majeſty, or rather to his miniſters, we 
may involve our country in great difficulties, and 
bring it to the utmoſt diſtreſs. 
Peace, my Lords, is certainly a moſt deſirable 
thing, but it is not always more deſirable than war: 
If at the end of King William's reign we had 
thought a peace at any rate more deſirable than 
war, not only this nation, but perhaps the great- 
Feſt part of Europe, would long before now have 
been ſlaves to France: We ought not therefore to 
be ſo extremely buſy with our congratulations upon 
the pleaſing proſpect of approaching tranquillity : 
We ought firſt to examine what ſort of a tran- 
quillity we are like to have, and what the conſe- 
ES quences of it may be: I ſhall readily agree with 
the noble Lord, that the balance of power was 
lately in great danger, I ſhall likewiſe agree that 
this nation was lately in great danger of being in- 
volved in a bloody and expenſive war; but I can- 
not agree with his Lordſhip in thinking, that in 
either caſe the danger is quite over. On the con- 
trary, I think the balance of power is brought 
into more danger by the peace, than it was by the 


dur power to have recovered it from that danger, 
* whenever we had a mind; but it will not be in 
our power whenever we have a mind, to take 
Lorrain from France, or to get the Emperor, Po- 
land, and Muſcovy to join with us in that under- 
taking; 


war; becauſe if the war had continued, it was in 
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taking; and as France was before an over-match 
for any power in Europe, the addition of any 
thing, even the ſmalleſt village, to that crown, is 
a ſtep towards overturning the balance of power; 
but the addition of ſuch a populous and fertile pro. 
vince as the dukedom of Lorrain, is certainly a 
moſt wonderful ſtride. 
I am ſurpriſed to hear it ſaid, that France ac. 
quires no new or additional ſtrength by the ſur- 
render of Lorrain. It is true, ſhe generally took 
poſſeſſion of it at the beginning of a war; but as 
that country was generally rendered deſolate by the 
war, ſhe could reap little benefit by it during the 
continuance of the war; and upon a peace ſhe was 
always obliged to reſtore it: Then again, while 
that Dutchy continued in the poſſeſſion of its own 
Princes, and was a part of the Empire, it was a 
barrier for all that part of the Empire, ſituate be- 
tween it and the Rhine; becauſe the ſeizing of any 
place in Lorrain by France, was always looked on 
as a declaration of war, by which the Princes of 
the Empire were alarmed, and had ſome time to 
put themſelves upon their guard: But Lorrain be- 
ing now given up to France, its towns will imme- 
diately be ſtrongly fortified, and numerous garri- 
ſons kept in them, by which France will be ena- 
bled to ſurpriſe and take poſſeſſion, whenever ſne 
wes; of all that part of the Empire between 
orrain and the Rhine; ſo that all that part of the 
Empire, will from henceforth be in the fame con- 
dition that Lorrain formerly was; and if Lorrain 
was before to be looked on as a part of the king- 
dom of France, becauſe it was in her power to 


take poſſeſſion of it whenever ſhe pleaſed, we mult 


for the ſame reaſon conclude, that from henceforth 
the county of Deux Ponts, a great part of the Elec- 
torate of Treves, of the Electorate of the Prince 
Palatine of the Rhine, of the Biſhopric of piers, 

«0 
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of the Biſhoprick of Worms, and ſevera} other 
| « eſtates of the Empire, are to be looked on as 
part of the kingdom of France; and therefore may 
+ hereafter be without any jealouſy abſolutely ſurren- 
| + dered to her, if ever the doctrine ſhould prevail, 
© that there is no difference between a violent poſſeſ- 
* fion, and a rightful undiſturbed poſſeſſion. Bur 
| © even with reſpect to Lorrain itſelf, the rightful un- 
- © diſturbed poſſeſſion of it will add vaſtly to the pow- 
ver of France; for even during the continuance of 
war, tho* France had poſſeſſion of the country, ſhe 
- * poſſeſſed none of the revenues; theſe having al- 
+ moſt always been poſſeſſed by the Dukes of Lor- 
rain; whereas the revenues will be now much im- 
proved by its being no longer the ſeat of war, and 
vill belong to, and be levied by France, both in 
time of war and in time of peace; from whence 
we may, with a great deal of probability conclude, 
that a yearly ſum of at leaſt 500,000 J. ſterling, 
© © will be added to the revenue of France by the ac- 
ceſſion of Lorraiz ; and as by the ſituation of Lor- 
rain, the frontiers of France will be contracted, 
rather than enlarged, which will pervent her being 
E * obliged to Keep up any greater land force than for- 
merly, we may preſume, that this whole ſum will 
be employed yearly towards increaſing and keep- 
ing up her naval armaments; and how a peace, 
which may ſo probably increaſe the naval power 
ol our greateſt and moſt dangerous rival, can be 
called a pleaſing proſpect to Great-Britain, I can- 
not ſo readily comprehend. From theſe conſide- 
nations, my Lords, I muſt leave it to your Lord- 
© * ſhips, wherether we ought to burſt out in ſuch rap- 
{ tures of joy on the pleaſing proſpect of approach- 
ing tranquillity. | | | 
Now, my Lords, let us ſee how we ſtand with 
reſpect to our own ſecurity and commerce: A 
peace is concluded, it is true, between the Empe- 
tor and France, but are we included in that peace? 
mae Kg © There 
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There were before ſeveral bones of contention be- 
tween us and France, as well as Spain, and I am 
afraid, they are no way diminiſhed by our late 
conduct. If by our powerful ſquadrons we ſet li- 
mits to the deſigns of France and her allies in Ta- 
ly, or made France give up the affair of Poland; 
if by our preparations we prevented the King of 
France from eſtabliſhing his father-in-law upon the 
throne of Poland, or the King of Spain from eſta- 
bliſhing his ſon in the Dukedoms of Tuſcany, Par. 
ma, and Placentia ;, can we expect that theſe dif. 
appointments will be eaſily forgiven or forgot? 
And in caſe theſe powers ſhould make up the little 
differences at preſent ſubſiſting between them, and 
ſhould join together in order to revenge themſelves 


upon us, are we ſure of the Emperor for an al- 


ly? Have we, by our late conduct, laid him un- 
der any obligations of honour or conſcience to fly 
to our aſſiſtance z or upon what elſe does our ſecu- 
rity depend? When to theſe queſtions, my Lords, 
I have received a ſatisfactory anſwer, I ſhall be 
ready to acknowledge, with the greateſt gratitude, 
the tender care of his Majeſty's miniſters for his 
Majeſty's people, in preſerving to them the bleſ- 
ſings of peace; and to declare, that I ſee with 
pleaſure, in our preſent ſituation, the happy effects 
of the extraordinary ſupplies of late years granted 
by Parliament. 
I have, my Lords, as great an opinion of his 
Majeſty's wiſdom and conduct, as any Lord in 
this houſe ; but for the wiſdom and conduct of his 
miniſters, I have not perhaps, the ſame eſteem that 
ſome others may have; and ſince his Majeſty's 
wiſdom and conduct can never be brought in que- 
ſtion here, ſince it is the wiſdom and conduct of 
his miniſters only, that can come under our conſi- 
deration, I have treated the ſubject the more free- 
ly.. I ſhall always be fond of ſeeeing a juſt and 
true 
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tue harmony between his Majeſty and his people, 
« as well as his Parliament; for unleſs the harmo- 
«ny between the King and Parliament be found- 
ed upon a harmony between King and People, 

ve can neither expect to meet with truſt, or confi- 
dence from our Allies, nor can we expect to ſpread 

| terror and dread among our enemies. Thus, my 
Lords, I have taken notice of what I take to be 
EF amiſs in the motion now before you; I ſhall not 
inſiſt, either upon delaying the conſideration of this 
matter, or upon any particular amendment; be- 
cauſe, from what I have ſaid, the committee, who 
© ſhall be appointed to draw up the addreſs, will be 
able to rectify the motion; and I hope they will 
take care to do it in ſuch a manner, as that the ad- 
E* dreſs may be unanimouſly agreed to. | 


The queſtion was then put, whether an addreſs 
could be made to his Majeſty upon the foregoing 
motion? And it being reſolved in the affirmative, 
without any diviſion, and ordered accordingly ; a 
eommittee was appointed to draw it up; who re- 
red immediately into the Prince's chamber, and 
Elaving drawn up an addreſs, it was reported and a- 
geed to the ſame evening, and was as follows, Cc. 


Die Jovis, 15 Januarii, 173 5. 


E Moſt gracious Sovereign, | 
E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
4 ſubjects, the Lords ſpiritual and tempo- 
ral in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return 
your Majeſty our ſincere, and moſt humble thanks 
for your moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne. 
The experience we have had of your Majeſty's 
juſt apprehenſions of the conſequences of the war, 
and of your vigilance to prevent its becoming ge- 
*neral, filled out minds with the ſtrongeſt aſſu- 
# rances, that the preſervation of the balance of pow- 
| * lf, 
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er, and of the ſafety and commerce of your king. 
* doms, were the governing motives of your Maje. 
* ſty's conduct. 


* Theſe principles, truly worthy of a King of. 


© Great-Britain, we have ſeen exerted with x 
< perſeverance ſuperior to all difficulties, by your 
* uninterrupted endeavours to bring the contending 
* powers to an accommodation, in order to the ob- 
* taining a genera] peace : And when we conſidered 
* your Majeſty's firmneſs, and the weight which 
© this nation ought to have in the affairs of Europe, 
* we always conceived well-grounded hopes, that 
your royal wiſdom, and the good offices employed 
* by your Majeſty, in conjunction with the State- 
© General, would be attended with real and benefi- 
* cial effects. 

* Permit us, Sir, on this occaſion, to congratu- 
late your Majeſty upon the agreeable proſpect of 
approaching tranquillity, which you have had tlic 
* goodneſs to lay before us; and to profeſs the great 
* ſatisfaction we feel, on your having communicated 
to us, that the preliminary articles agreed upon 
between the Emperor and the moft Chriſtian 
King, appeared, upon a due examination to 
* be ſuch, as induced your Majeſty, and the 
States, by a joint reſolution, to declare your 
* approbation thereof, and your readineſs to concur 
in a treaty to be made for bringing this work to 
perfection. 


The union and harmony, which hath ſo hap- | 


* pily ſubſiſted between your Majeſty and that Re- 
public, will, we truſt; be productive of ſuch far 
ther good conſequences, as may effeCtuate a gene- 
ral pacification : And the glorious example, which 
your Majeſty hath held forth to other Princes, of 
« preferring the love of ſolid and honourable peace 
to the views of reſtleſs ambition, together with the 
« amicable interpoſition of common friends, will, = 

| doubt 
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« doubt not, prevail intirely, to put an end to the 
« preſent troubles, 

« Your Majeſty's tender care of your people, in 
« preſerving to them the bleſſings of peace, while 
other countries have been harraſſed with war, calls 
« for our moſt thankful acknowledgements, which 
© we beg leave to lay at your royal feet. 

The extraordinary ſupplies of late years neceſſa- 
© rily raiſed by your Parliament, however unwil- 
ling to burden their fellow ſubjects, have been the 
© reſult of their juſt confidence, that all powers re- 
poſed in your Majeſty, would be made uſe of only 
for the honour of your crown, and the welfare of 
* your people. 


It is with the greateſt pleaſure, - we now ſee the 


* happy effects of theſe meaſures, in our preſent ſi- 
tuation; nor could we entertain the leaſt doubt, 
but that your Majeſty would improve the firſt op- 
* portunity to leſſen this expence, as far as prudence 
* and the poſture of affairs would permit. In this 
* view, we beg leave to return our unfeigned 
* thanks for the Orders, which your Majeſty hath 
* graciouſly been pleaſed to give for making a con- 
ſiderable reduction of your forces, both by ſea and 
land; and we cannot accompany thoſe thanks with 
da a more becoming proof of our gratitude, than b 
* aſſuring your Majeſty, as we moſt ſincerely do, 
that we will zealouſly and chearfully concur in all 
* ſuch meaſures, as ſhall be neceſſary to maintain 
the ſecurity of your kingdoms, and to continue 
the juſt influence of your crown among the pow- 
* ers abroad. | 

* We are deeply ſenſible of your Majeſty's un- 
* wearied labours to make us a happy people. No- 
* thing ſhall be wanting, on our part, to render thoſe 
* paternal labours effectual, by promoting good 
* harmony and unanimity at home, and by de- 
* monſtrating, in all our act ions, how ſteadfaſtly we 
have at heart, the zealous and vigorous ſupport 
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* of your Majeſty and your government, the pre. 
« ſervation of the proteſtant ſucceſſion in your royal 
* houſe, and the peace and proſperity of our coun- 
NO | 


Which addreſs was next day preſented to his Ma- 
jeſty by the houſe in a body, and his Majeſty return. 
ed the following moſt gracious anſwer. 


My Lords, 

— ax pls 1 Return you my thanks for this dutiſul and af ctio- 
J nate addreſs. Nothing can give me ſo ſenſible a 
Pleaſure, as the ſatisfattion you ſhew in my endeavours 
for the repoſe of Europe, and the care I have taken 
of the peace and welfare of my kingdoms, As I re- 
ly, with the greateſt confidence, on your ſupport in the 
purſuit of theſe great ends; ſo you may always depend 
on my jleady perſeverance in ſuch meaſures, as may 
moſt eſfectually promote and ſecure the eaſe, commerce, 


and proſperity of my people. 


Speakers. The principal Speakers in the above debate for the 
amendment to the motion were, the Earl of $!raf- 
ford, the Lord Carteret, the Earl of Cheſterf+!d, 
and the Lord Bathruft ; and the principal Spealcers 
againſt it were, the Duke of Newcaſtle, the Lord 
Hervey, &c. | 


—_—_ I S Majeſty's ſpeech having been read by Mr. 
the houſe of Speaker in the houſe of Commons, Stephen Fox 
Commons. Eſqʒ; ſtood up, and after a ſhort ſpeech in praiſe of his 
Majeſty's conduct, and his great concern for the caſe 

and happineſs of his people, in preventing their being 

engaged in the Jate war, he made the following mo- 

tion, viz, * To reſolve: That an humble addreſs 

© ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty, to return his 

« Majeſty the thanks of that houſe for his moſt gra- 

* cious ſpeech from the throne. To expreſs their 

* moſt grateful ſenſe of his Majeſty's — la- 

; « QuTr 
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bour and endeavours to reſtore the public tranquil- 
« lity, and his particular care therein, to avoid in- 
volving this nation unneceſſarily in the endleſs and 
fatal conſequences of a general war: To congra- 
« tulate with his Majeſty, upon the happy turn 
which the affairs of Europe had taken, by their 
Imperial and moſt Chriſtian Majeſties having a- 
* greed to preliminary articles for a general pacifi- 
cation; and upon the great probability there ap- 
peared to be, of their being accepted and agreed 
© to by all the powers engaged in the war: And to 
declare, (from the aſſurances which his Majeſty had 
been graciouſly pleaſed to give them, that thoſe 
preliminaries did not eſſentially vary from the plan 
aof pacification concerted and propoſed by his Majeſty 
and the States General; from a juſt confidence in his 
Majeſty's goodneſs, and the experience they had of 
* his conſtant and paternal care of the true intereſts 
* of his people, through the whole courſe of this 
great and intricate work; and from his Majeſty's 
having declared, in conjunction with the States, 
his approbation of the faid preliminaries, as pro- 
* per conditions of a general pacification;) that 
they could make no doubt, but they were ſuch as 
* would give a general ſatisfaction : To return his 
* Majeſty their moſt dutiful thanks for his early care 
in eaſing the burdens of his people, and reducing a 
* conſiderable number of his forces both by ſea and 
land; and to aſſure his Majeſty that they would, 
wich great chearfulneſs, raiſe the neceſſary ſupplies: 
* And, to teſtify the gratitude with which their 
hearts were filled, from a juſt ſenſe of the bleſ- 
ſings they then enjoyed, and from the proſpect of 
* future happineſs, that they would ſupport his Ma- 
jeſty in ſuch meaſures, as ſhould be found reaſona- 
ble and neceſſary to render that great and deſirable 
* work perfect and laſting? 

This motion was ſeconded by Charles Hanbury 
Williams, Eſq; who likewiſe made a ſhort ſpeech in 

Vor. XIII. F praiſe 
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praiſe of his Majeſty's conduct, and the pleaſing 


proſpect they then had of the future happineſs of this 


Speeches for 
reducing re- 


giments, 
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nation, The Lord Tyrconnel likewiſe ſpoke in favour 
of the motion, and made many encomiums upon the 
peace that had been obtained, as being a more ſafe, a 
more honourable, and a more glorious peace, than it 
was poſſible to expect. 

There was, in this houſe, no objection made to 
the motion, nor any amendment propoſed ; only 
William Shippen, Eſq; and Walter Plummer, Eſq, 
took notice of that part of it relating to the reduc. 
tion of his Majeſty's forces, and ſaid, They hoped 
ſome whole regiments would be reduced, and not 

a number of private men only, as had been for. 
merly practiſed upon the like occaſions ; for that 
the reducing of a whole regiment would always be 
a much greater ſaving to. the nation, than the re- 
ducing of an equa] number of private men; andin 
our preſent melancholy circumſtances, every me- 


„j„„ß„( c 2a a6. 0 ©. 3 


money might be ſaved, in order to apply as much 
as poſſible, yearly, to the payment + our public 
debts. | 
© That the advantage of making the intended re- 
duction, by reducing whole regiments, was appa- 
rent to every gentleman who would be pleaſed to 
make the calculation; for, by the eſtabliſhment of 
laſt year, a marching regiment, which conſiſted 
of 815 men, coſt the public about 15,217 /. year- 
ly; fo that if a whole regiment ſhould be reduced, 
there would be a ſaving 13, 2171. a year to the 
public; whereas, if an equal number of private 
men only ſhould be reduced from that and other 
regiments, there would be a ſaving to the public 
of the pay of ſo many private men only, which in 
a year amounted to but 7427 J. from whence it 
was evident, that if a reduction of 8000 men 
ſhould be made, by the reducing of whole reg!- 
ments, the public would fave 149, 369 J. yearly; 
| s whereas 
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© whereas, when a reduction of 8000 men is made 
© by the reducing of private men only, the public 
© faves but 73,000/. yearly ; ſo that the difference 
© to the public was a ſaving of 76, 369 J. yearly, 
more in the one caſe than in the other; which was 
« a very conſiderable ſum, a ſaving which ought not 
© to be neglected, conſidering the melancholy ſitua- 


« tion of our affairs ; and though, for the firſt year - 


© or two, we would be obliged to iſſue near one half 
g of this ſum yearly, for halt-pay to the reduced of- 
* ficers, yet, in a very few years, they would either 
die or be incorporated in the ſtanding corps; fo 
that we would ſoon come to ſave this whole ſum 
© yearly. 5 

That it was not poſſible for them to find a mi- 
| litary reaſon why we ought to keep up, and in 
whole pay too, a greater proportion of officers in 
© time of peace, than we did in time of war; and 
| as there was no military reaſon for ſo doing, peo- 
© ple would be apt to ſuppoſe it was done for a 
civil reaſon ; which was a ſuppoſition that ought 
not to be encouraged, becauſe it was a ſuppoſition 
* injurious to his Majeſty, or at leaſt to his mini- 
© {try 3 and for that reaſon they would, in a parti- 
© cular manner, recommend it to an honourable 
© gentleman on the floor, to endeavour, as much as 
© he could, to have the intended reduction made 
© by the reducing of whole corps, inſtead of follow- 
ing the former practice of reducing private men 
\ only.” 
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As no amendment was offered to the motion for voor re- 


an addreſs, the reſolution was agreed to without any 
debate or diviſion; and a committee was ordered to 
draw up an addreſs upon the ſaid reſolution. Next 
day the ſaid committee reported the addreſs they 
had drawn up, and the ſame being again read at 
the table, the reſolution was deſired to be likewiſe 


tead, which was done accordingly 3 whereupon ſee 
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veral members objected to the addreſs, and ſaid, it 
was not in the ſame terms with the reſolution, for 
which reaſon they thought it ought to be recom- 
mitted; but this objection was given up, and 
the addreſs reported by the committee was agreed 


to without any amendment, and was as follows, 
VIZ, be 


212 
The Com- a 
mons addreſce 6 ; 
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Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
ſubjects, the Commons of Great-Britain, 


in Parliament aſſembled, return your Majeſty our 


unfeigned thanks for your moſt gracious ſpeech 
from the throne. 


We are truly ſenſible of your Majeſty's early 


endeavours to put an end to the war; and can ne- 


ver enough admire the ſteady application with 
which you purſued that.great work, by the joint 


interpoſition of the good offices of your Majeſty, | 


and the States General. 

And it is with the warmeſt gratitude, we ac- 
knowledge your Majeſty's particular care and cir- 
cumſpection in all your proceedings, not to involve 
this nation unneceſſarily in the war; when, at the 
ſame time, your Majeſty ſnewed, you were no: 
inſenſible of the imminent danger that threatned 
the liberties of Europe, from a longer continuance 
of it upon ſo unequal foot. A conduct wherein 
your Majeſty plainly proved, you equally conſult- 
ed the immediate intereſts of your people, and 
that balance of power in Europe, upon which the 
ſafety and commerce of this nation ſo much de- 
pend. At once ſaving this nation from all the 
preſent calamities of war, and trying to avert the 


future neceſſity, of its being at lait obliged to take 
its ſhare and hazard in them. 


We cannot but be ſenſible of your Majeſty's 
+ wiſdom and impartiality, in forming the plan of 
< pacification propoſed by your'Majeſty and the 


States 


> 
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it States General, to the powers ingaged in the war; 
pr vhich, although, not immediately accepted by the 
N- « contending parties, nor anſwering the deſired ef- 
d fect, by preventing the opening of the campaign, 
an has been ſo far adopted, that the moſt material, 
55 and eſſential parts of it have been agreed to, by 


the Princes originally and principally concerned in 
this rupture, and recommended by them to their 
* allies, as preliminary articles to a general pacifica- 


al « tion, 

n, Upon this happy turn the affairs of Europe have 

ur * taken, we moſt heartily congratulate with your 

ch Majeſty; and when we conſtder the aſſurances 
your Majeſty has been graciouſly pleaſed to give 

ly dus, that theſe preliminaries do not eſſentially vary 

e- from the plan of pacification, concerted by your 


ich Majeſty, and the States General; and the ready 
int approbation your Majeſty and the States General 


y, have given of them; a juſt confidence in your 
= © wiſdom, and the experience we have of your con- 
AC» * ſtant and paternal care of the true intereſt of your 
ir- people, through the whole courſe of this great and 
lve © intricate work, leave us not the leaſt room to en- 
the * tertain a doubt, but that the preliminary conditi- 
nor © ons of this pacification, ſo founded, and ſo appro- 
ied ved, will give general ſatisfaction ; in which per- 
ce ſuaſion we are farther confirmed, by the great pro- 


ein © bability there appears to be, of their being accept- 
alt- * edand agreed to by all the powers engaged in the 


ind © war, 


the * The early regard your Majeſty has been graci- 
de- * ouſly pleaſed to ſhew to the welfare of your peo- 
the * ple, in taking the firſt opportunity, on this great 
the and fortunate event, to lighten the burden of their 
ike © expences, by making a reduction of your forces, 


both by ſea and land; is ſuch a mark of your care 
* in conſulting their intereſt, and of your tender 
of concern for their caſe, that we ſhould be as unjuſt 
the P 3 ta 
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to our own 3 as to your Majeſty's good- 
fall 


neſs, if we failed to teſtify the one and acknow- 
ledge the other, in the ſtrongeſt and moſt dutiſul 
manner; and as we look upon this, added to all 
the other meaſures of your glorious and happy 
reign, as a proof that the eſtimates for the preſent 


year will be proportioned to the ſituation of af. 


fairs, and the purpoſes to which they ſhall be 
found neceſſary ; ſo we beg leave to aſſure your 
Majeſty, that we will chearfully and effectually 
raiſe ſuch ſupplies, as the poſture of our preſent 
happy circumſtances ſhall require, and ſufficient to 
ſupport the dignity of the crown, and the honour 
and intereſt of your Majeſty's ſubjects and domi. 
nions. x | 

And if ſuch motives could want any additional 
circumſtance, to excite us to fulfil our duty to your 
Majeſty and our country, the reflection on the good 
effects the extraordinary ſupplies, granted the Jaſt 


year to your Majeſty, muſt have had, in contri- |} 


buting to bring this long-laboured work to fo 
happy an iſſue, joined to the conſciouſneſs of the 
influence your Majeſty's counſels muſt ever have in 
the affairs of Europe, while a loyal Parliament 
ſhews itſelf determined to ſupport the reſolutions 
of a wiſe and cautious Prince, cannot fail to operate 
with their due weight, in making us perſevere in 
our endeavours, to give a luſtre to your Majeſty's 
reign abroad, equal, if poſſible, to the happineſs 
we enjoy from it at home.? 


This addreſs was preſented by the houſe in a bo- 
dy, on Saturday the 17th of January, to which his 
Majeſty was pleaſed to give the following anſwer, 


WS, 


Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, 
I Return you my thanks for this dutiful and loyal ad- The King's 
dreſs. I am very well pleaſed, that my endeavours er. 

to reſtore the public tranquillity have met with your 
approbation. And you may be aſſured, my future 

care ſhall be employed, to the utmoſt of my power, to 

render the peace of Europe perfect and laſting, and 

to make you a flouriſhing and happy people. 


A Mong the ſeveral petitions complaining of undue Yertfireze- 
elections and returns, which were preſented on g 

the 16th of January, was that of Sir Kowland Wynn, 

Bart. complaining of an undue election and return 

for the county of r, which was ordered to be heard 

at the bar of the houſe on Tueſday the 24th day of 
February then next; and it was ordered, that the 

liſt of voters to be objected to by either party, 

ſhould be delivered to the other by that day three 

weeks. 


N Monday the 19th, a petition of the gentle- Nrfolipeti- 
men, clergy, and other freeholders of the fte. 
county of Norfolk, whoſe names were thereunto ſub- 
ſcribed, in behalf of themſclves, and a great nwm- 
ber more of the treeholders of the ſaid county, com- 
plaining of an undue election and return for the ſaid 
county, was preſented to the houſe and read ; and 
a motion being made for hearing the matter of the 
faid petition at the bar of the houſe, on Thurſday 
the 26th day of February then next, Sir Jobn 
Hynd Cotton ſtood up and ſpoke to this effect, 


VIZ, 


Sir, I am ſurpriſed to hear ſuch a motion made, Sir 948 
* conſidering the houſe, but on Friday laſt, appoint- Hd Ge- 
ed the Yorkſhire petition to be heard at the bar of azaint hears 
this houſe, on Tueſday the 24th day of next month, fps it 
* which is but two days before the day now moved 
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for hearing the Norfolk petition. This looks at if 
the hon. gentleman imagined, that we could go 
through the Yorkſhire petition in two days, where- 
as, in my opinion, if we examine into it as we 
ought, and as I hope we will, it will take us up 
two years, or at leaſt the uſual time of two ſeſſi- 
ons. I confeſs, Sir, I have not the honour to be 
let into the ſecrets of any of the Torkſhire petition- 
ers; but, I believe, the hon. gentleman who made 
the motion, is thoroughly acquainted with their 
real and moſt hidden deſigns ; and therefore, from 
his making ſuch a motion as he has been juſt now 
pleaſed to make you, I muſt conclude, that the 
Yorkſhire petitioners are reſolved to drop their pe- 
tition, in caſe they ſhould find themſclves unable 
to carry ſome very remarkable queſtion, the firſt 
or ſecond day, If this be really the caſe, the hon. 
gentleman was much in the right to make you 
ſuch a motion as he was done, with regard to the 
Norfolk election; but while we are members of 
this houſe, I think we ought, upon no occaſion, 
to be directed in our way of voting, by the private 
opinion or ſecret knowledge of any other man; 
and therefore, if the hon. gentleman knows of any 
ſuch ſecret, with regard to the Yorſhire petition, 
I hope he will ſtand up again, and acquaint the 
* houſe with it, that we may have the ſame reaſon 
for agreeing to his motion, which he had for mak- 
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„ing it.“ 


After him Milliam Pulteney, Eſq; ſpoke in ſub- 
ftance as follows, viz. 


] am very ſorry, Sir, to find ſo many petitions 
s complaining of undue elections, and returns for 
counties; for the expence of controverting ſuch e- 
« I:Etions is ſo great, that it is impoſſible any gentle- 
F man Can bear to pay the whole out of his private 
+ fortune. As the caſe ſtands at preſent, — 
N ; G 
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| the election for a county comes to be controvert- 
| « ed, the expence muſt neceſſarily be raiſed by a 
| general contribution, among all the freeholders of 
5 « the county; and it will not ſignify much to eaſe 
« the Janded gentlemen of a ſhilling in the pound 
. land tax, if by the controverting of elections they 
e © ſhall be obliged, once in every Parliament, to tax 
. « themſelves perhaps in ten times that ſum, for ſup- 
: « porting the rights of their county. 

r « Injuſtice may, 'tis true, be ſometimes done by 
1 the returning officers for counties, as well as by 
V © the returning officers for boroughs; but as there 
© © are ſuch a great numbers of voters for every county 


© as almoſt every freeholder's right of voting muſt 


e be examined into, before the injuſtice of the re- 
[i turning officer can be detected; and as the nam- 
. ing of that returning officer, depends intirely upon 
1 the miniſters of the crown, the election for all the 
c counties in England is certainly very precarious : 
f And when any injuſtice is done, the diſcovering 
„ * of it is ſo troubleſome and expenſive, that no pri- 
e vate man can well undertake it: In ſuch circum- 
3 * ſtances it will always be eaſy for the miniſters of 
y * the crown, to appoint who al be the Knights of 
N, any ſhire, whenever they have a mind; for if the 
* returning officer makes an undue return, accord- 
Mn ing to their orders, it is almoſt impoſſible to diſ- 
K cover the injuſtice done by him, ſo as to ſubject 


him to the puniſhment inflicted by law ; and it the 
returning officer ſhould happen to diſobey their 

b- orders, it is but making their candidates petition, 
by which the gentlemen rightfully choſen and du- 

ly returned, will be put to ſuch an expence in de- 

ns * fending their right, that no man will thereafter 
chuſe to ſtand for any county, in oppoſition to the 
© court intereſt, This injuſtice in the returning offi- 
* cers, as well as this expence to the gentlemen cho- 
* ſen or petitioning, might, in my opinion, be ea- 
7er * fily prevented, by a few ſmall amendments to = 
« laws 
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laws now in being for regulating elections; for if 
the oath to be taken by freeholders, on occaſion 
of their coming to vote at any election, were made 
a little more full and explicit, no man would dare 
to take it falſly ; becauſe it would be eaſy to con- 
vict him of perjury z and-thoſe againſt whom he 
voted, would always be ready to be at the trouble 
and expence of the proſecution z in which caſe, the 
taking of the oath might be made final and con- 
cluſive, as to the perſon's right of voting; ſo that 
the right of any freeholder to his vote at an elec- 
tion, would never come to be controverted at the 
bar of this houſe ; and then it would be eaſy to de- 
tect the returning officers, in caſe they committed 


any fraud or injuſtice, and the controverting of a 


county election would not be near ſo tedious, trou- 
bleſome or expenſive, as it is at preſent. 

As the caſe now ſtands, Sir, the expence of 
controverting any county election is moſt grievous 
and moſt terrible ; and as the county of Norfolk is 
one of the largeſt and moſt populous counties in 
England, the expence of controverting the election 
for that county, muſt be much greater than moſt 
others ; but if you appoint the petition from that 
county to be heard in fo few days after the day on 
which you have appointed the 7orkfhire petition to 
be heard, you will greatly enhance even that grea- 


ter expence; becauſe both the ſitting member, and 


the petitioners for Nerfo/k, muſt have their law- 


yers, agents, witneſſes, and all the other imple- 


ments of a controverted election, attending in 
town, and living at their expence during the whole 
time of the controverſy about the Yorkſhire petition. 
This, I ſay, Sir, muſt be the caſe, at leaſt of the 
ſitting member, becauſe, I am pretty well con- 
vinced, he is not in any concert, nor knows any 
of the ſecrets of the petitioners for Jorſbire; and 
the laying him under ſuch an extraordinary ex- 
pence, or indeed under any expence, is the more 
| | © un» 
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unneceſſary, becauſe the only gentleman, whoſe 
right ſeems to be controverted, 1s now dead ; b 

which means the petitioners and their friends 
might, if they pleaſed, have an opportunity of 
trying their intereſt in the county, by a new 
election, without putting themſelves to the trou- 
ble or charge of controverting the former; but 
it ſeems the petitioners know, that the expence of 
controverting the former election, great as it muſt 
be, will be leſs to them than the expence of a 
new election; which, by the by, Sir, ſeems. to 
me to be a demonſtration, that their natural in- 
tereſt in the county is not much to be depended 
on. g 

But to this, Sir, I muſt add, that J have been 
informed, and really believe, that the petitioners 
could not make near ſo good a ſhew upon a new 
election, as they did upon the former ; for every 
one knows, that on ſuch occaſions, many promiſes 


-are made by thoſe, who do not depend upon their 


natural intereſt, but upon theunnatural and acquired 
intereſt they may have, by means of the many 
poſts and preferments they have at their diſpoſal 
and I have heard, that many promiſes were made 
upon the laſt election for the county of Norfolk, 
which have not been performed; from whence it 
is to be preſumed, that the perſons to whom thoſe 
promiſes were made, and who were thereby indu- 
ced to vote contrary to their inclinations, will upon 


a new election vote according to conſcience. This, 


Sir, I am afraid is the true reaſon, for renewing 
the petitions from that county, notwithſtanding its 
being certain, that the hearing of theſe petitions, 
will coſt them more than a new election can natu- 
rally coſt them ; notwithſtanding its being certain 
that a new election, would bring their candidates 
ſooner to their having ſeats in this houſe, than = 
can be by the hearing of the petition ; and I mu 
ſay, that the motion now made to us, ſeems cal- 
| « culated 
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culated for nothing, but that of laying the ſitting 
member and his friends under a neceſſity of yield- 
ing to the petitioners, rather than be at the £xpence 
of trying the merits of the laſt election at the bar 


899 6 a 4 


of this houſe. 
To this it was anſwered in ſubſtance, thus, 


That it was impoſlible to foretel how long the 
hearing of the Yorkſhire petition would laſt ; but 
they could not imagine it would laſt near ſo long, 
as the honourable gentleman ſeemed to intimate it 
would; for as the controverted votes on both ſides 
« would be very much reduced, and fully aſcertain- 


„ 


* 


ed by the liſts that were to be mutually delivered, 


they could not think that diſpute would take up 

That they would readily join in any meaſures 
for preventing the frauds or the injuſtice of return- 
ing officers, as well as for making the controvert- 
ing of county elections ſhort, and eaſy 3 but the 
controverted elections then depending, could not 
be regulated by any ſuch meaſures ; and as many 
of the freeholders of the county of Norfo/k had 
complained of injuſtice done them at the laſt elec- 
tion, it was a duty incumbent on them, as mem- 
bers of that houſe, to hear thoſe complaints, and 
to give the complainants ſuch redreſs, as they ſhould 
find them intitled to: This they were obliged to 
do with all poſſible diſpatch; and if the hearing 
of the York/hrre petition. ſhould laſt but two or 
* three days, which might probably be the caſe, it 
* would be doing injuſtice to the people of Norfolk, 
© to put off the hearing of their complaints for two 
or three weeks. 

* That they knew no more of the ſecrets of the 
« petitioners for Jorꝶſbire, than any other gentleman 
of that houſe, ſo that their moving for having the 
* Norfolk petition heard ſo ſoon after the day ap- 


. 


* 


pointed 
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pointed for hearing the Zorkfbire petition, could 
proceed from nothing, but their great deſire to do 
« juſtice to the Norfolk petitioners, and the fitting 
member, with all poſſible diſpatch ; and if the pe- 
« titioners, their lawyers, agents, and witneſſes ſhould 
be obliged to attend for a few days before their 
« affair could be brought on, it was an inconvenience 
« which could not be avoided; it was an incovenience 
« which people had always been, and muſt always 
be ſubject to, in all courts, and in all ſorts of cauſes; 
for unleſs people were ſubject to ſuch an incon- 
« yenience, every court of judicature in the king- 


dom, would often be put to a full ſtop, which 


« would make it impoſſible to adminiſter juſtice to 
all thoſe, who might be obliged to ſue to ſuch 
« courts for juſtice ; but whatever inconvenience 
there was, in this reſpect, it lay heavier in the pre- 
« ſent caſe upon the petitioners, than it could do 
upon the ſitting member; becauſe the petitioners 
* would be obliged to attend in town, from the day 
appointed for hearing their petition, which they 
© were not otherwiſe obliged to do; whereas the 
* ſitting member was otherwiſe obliged to be in 
© town, in order to attend the ſervice of the houſe. 

© That they knew of no promiſes that had been 
made upon the former election, nor any diſappoint- 
* ments people had ſince met with; but believed 
that ſuch reports were, like a great many others, 
* without any manner of foundation : That a new 
election might perhaps be leſs expenſive, than to 
try the merits of the laſt election; and likewiſe 
* gentlemen might perhaps come ſooner to their ſeats 
in that houſe, by a new election, than by having 
their right upon the former election determined; 
but if any gentleman had a right to a ſeat in that 
© houſe upon the former election, it was not reaſon- 
* able to expect, that he ſhould give up that right, 
* which he muſt do,by ſubmitting to a new election 
© and beſides, if injuſtice was done to him, as well 


as 
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© as the county upon the former election, it was à 
© duty he owed both to himſelf and his country, to 
proſecute the authors of that injuſtice, in ſuch 
manner as the laws of his country direct; and as 
that could not be done, but by bringing the mer- 
rits of the former election, to be tried at the bar 


© of that houſe, they thought the petitioners were 


Cc 

= 

= 

c 

© not only very much in the right, but in duty bound 
to infiſt upon it: That this was certainly the duty 
© of the petitioners ; and it was their duty, as mem- 
© bers of that houſe, to hear and determine the affair 
© as ſoon as poſſible ; for which reaſon, it was their 
< duty, as members of that houſe, to agree to the 
© motion that had been made.? 


The queſtion being then put,the motion was agreed 
© to, without a diviſion, and the liſts of controverted 
© voters were ordered to be mutually delivered by 
< that day month. | 


The ſame day, Walter Plummer, Eſq; preſented 
to the houſe, the petition of Jobn Neal, Eiq; com- 
plaining of an undue election, and return for the city 
of Coventry; and after the ſame was read, Mr. 
Plummer ſtood up again, and ſaid, That tho? by 
© the forms of proceeding in that houſe, it was ne- 
© ceſlary for the petitioner to preſent a petition that 
< ſeſſion, in the very ſame words with the petition, 


« preſented by him upon the ſame ſubject the pre- 


* ceding ſeſſion ; yet he had now given him orders 
to acquaint the houſe, That in order to ſave trou- 


ble to the houſe, and not to take up their time any 


longer than was abſolutely neceſſary, he was will- 
ing to paſs from every complaint in his petition 
mentioned, except in ſo far as related to the quali- 
© fication of Fohn Bird, Eſq; one of the fitting 
members for the ſaid city; which was the only 
complaint he intended to inſiſt on, at the hearing 
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« of the petition; and as the determining of that 
« point could not take up above half an hour of their 
« time, he would therefore move, that the petition 
might be heard at the bar of the houſe :? But up- 
on the queſtion's being put, it paſſed in the negative, 
and the petition was of courſe referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections. 


On that day ſ@nnight, viz. Monday the 26th 
of January, Mr. Plummer ſtood up, and faid, 
That altho' he had before acquainted the houſe, 
that John Neale, Eſq; petitioner for Coventry, was 
willing to paſs from every complaint mentioned 
© in his petition, except in fo far, as related to the 
qualification of John Bird, Eſq; one of the fitting 
* members; yet that ſomething to that purpoſe 
* might appear upon their votes, and to inſure the 
© fitting member, that no other complaint would be 
* inſiſted on againſt him, he would move, That ſince 
Jobn Neale, Eſq; who had exhibited a petition to 
that houſe, complaining of an undue election and 
* return for the city of Coventry, defired to with- 
draw the complaint in the ſaid petition, except as 
to what related to the qualification of John Bird, 
Eſq; one of the ſitting members for the ſaid city, 
therefore it might be ordered, That the ſaid peti- 
tion ſhould be diſmiſſed except as aforeſaid.* which 
was accordingly agreed to. Then Mr. Plummer ſaid, 
That as the examining the matter of that petition, 
das it then ſtood, could not require any long prepa- 
ration, or the bringing up of many witneſſes ; and 
* as It could not take up ſo much as one evening to 
* determine that complaint in the committee, there- 
fore he would move for an inſtruction to the com- 
* mittee, to hear it on that day three. weeks:“ To 
this it was objected, as it had been to the former mo- 
tion in this affair, That it was contrary to the 
* common courſe, and that there was nothing in that 
* atfair ſo extraordinary, as to induce them to hear 
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© it out of its due courſe: For this reaſon, upon 


the queſtion's being put, it paſſed likewiſe in the 


negative. | 


N the 2 1ſt of Jenuary, the petition of Anthony 
Chute, of the Vine in the county of Southomp. 

ton, Eſq; complaining of an undue election and re. 
turn for the ſaid county, was preſented to the houſe 
and read; and it was ordered, that the matter of the 
{aid petition, ſhould be heard at the bar of the houſe, 
on Tueſday the gth day of March then next; after 
which it was moved, to order, That the liſts, with 
reſpect to the controverted election for the county of 
Southampton, then depending before the houſe, ſhould 
be delivered by that day five weeks; whereupon, 
Edward Liſie, Eſq; one of the ſitting members for 
that county, ſtood up, and ſpoke to this effect, viz, 


That he would willingly ſubmit to any order the 

* houſe ſhould be pleaſed to make upon that occa- 
« ſion, and would be ready to deliver his lifts by any 
day the houſe ſhould be pleaſed to prefix; but as 
the deſign of delivering ſuch liſts, was to ſhorten 
the diſpute, and to prevent taking up their time 
with inquiries into objections againſt voters, which 
were either falſe or frivolous, the longer the time 
was which was to be prefixed for delivering ſuch 
liſts, both the petitioner and he would be the more 
enabled to abridge their lifts; and therefore, in 
order to give the houſe as little trouble as poſſiole, 
which he was very much inclined to, he hoped tix 
houſe would give him and the petitioner, as much 
time as poſſible, for making up and delivering 
their liſts, That with reſpect to the objections a- 
gainſt the voters of either ſide, they were obliged 
to depend upon the information of others; and in 
order to prevent their being excluded from object. 
ing againſt any perſon, who was really a bad votet 
on the other ſide of the queſtion, they were obli- 
| « ped 
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« ged to put every man's name in their liſts, againſt 
whom they could hear of any ſort of objection ; 
but that if he had time, he would by himſelf and 
« his agents, inquire particularly into every objec- 
tion; and would put no man's name in his liſt, if 
upon ſuch inquiry he ſhould find, that the objection 
vas not ſufficiently ſupported by reaſon and evi- 

© dence, by which means he might probably ggery 
much abridge the liſt he was to > deliver ; and he 
did not doubt of the petitioner's doing the ſame. 
That as there were already three county peti- 
tions“ appointed to be heard, before the day ap- 
pointed for hearing of the petition againſt him, it 
could not be preſumed, that the hearing of the pe- 
* tition againſt him would come on upon the very 
day the houſe had appointed for hearing it; and 
© therefore, he thought it would be better for the 
* houſe to ſuſpend making any order for delivering 
liſts of bad voters for the county of Southampton, 
* till after the determination of the Zor#faire election 
* at leaſt; for as the petition for the county of Nor- 
* folk, and that for the county of int, were both 
to be heard thereafter, and before the petition for 
Southampton could come on, there could be no in- 
convenience in delaying to make any order for de- 
{ ivering liſts with reſpect to the laſt; becauſe after 
the determination of the Yore/hire election, the 
* houſe might order the liſts for the county of South- 
ampion to be delivered by that day ſc'nnight; and 

it was impolſible the Nerfo/k and {int elections 
* could both be determined in a week's time. For 
* this reaſon, he hoped, the honourable gentleman 
© would, for the convenience of the petitioner, as 
well as for his convenience, and alſo for the ſake 
* of ſaving the time of that houſe, wave the motion 
* he had made, and that the houſe would ſuſpend 


* Yorkſhire, Nerfolk, and Flintſhire, 
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A.1 
© making any order for delivering the liſts for the - 
county of Southampton, till after the determination Gas 
of the Yorkſhire election.“ | = 

Several other gentlemen ſpoke to the ſame effect; . 
to all which it was anſwered, That the uſual me. 1 Fi 


© thod was for the houſe to appoint a day for deli. 
vering liſts for all county elections, at the fame + 
time that they appointed a day for hearing the pet. diſti 
* tion: That the three other county elections might 

* tor ſome reaſon or other be put off, or perhaps in- „ro. 
* tirely dropt, for which reaſon it was neceſſary, for P 

* thoſe concerned in the Southampton election, to be 
fully prepared and ready for the hearing, againlt WW bou 
the day the houſe had appointed, which they coull 3 
not be, unleſs the liſts were delivered againſt tl: Wl of: 
day then moved for; and that, as the fitting mem. 

© ber, as well as the petitioner, had already had near 
a whole year to inquire into the qualifications of one 
* another's voters, and the object ions that could be 
made againſt any of them, it was to be preſumed, 
that the liſts were then as much abridged, as they 
could poſſibly be. 

At laft, the queſtion was put for delivering the 
liſts by that day five weeks, and carried in the affir- 
mative without a diviſion, | 


N Thurſday the 22d of January, the houſe ha- 
ving, upon the report of the Committce of 
ſupply, reſolved, nemine contradicente, that a ſup- 
ply ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, they ordered, 
among others, the following eſtimates, ſtate, and 
accounts to be laid before the houſe, viz. 


1. An eſtimate of the ordinary of the navy {or 


the year 1736, with the half-pay of the officers 0! 
the navy and marines. 


2, An 
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2. An eſtimate of the charge for guards, garri- 
ſons, and land forces for the year 1736. 

3. An eſtimate of the charge of ordnance for 
land ſervice for the year 1736. 

4. A ſtate of the debt of his Majeſty's navy, as 
it ſtood at Chriſtmaſs then laſt, 

5. An account ſhewing how the money. given for 


the ſervice of the year 1735, had been diſpoſed of, 


diſtioguiſhed under the ſeveral heads. 
6. An account of the ſervices incurred and not 
provided for by Parliament, 


Of which the firſt and fourth were laid before the 
houſe next day; rhe ſecond, third, and ſixth, on 
Monday thereafter ; and the fifth on Tueſday the 3d 
of March, 
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An Alftra8 of the Ordinary ESTIMATE of th 
Navy for the Year 1736. 


To the Right Hon. the Lords Commiſſioners for exe. 
cuting the Office of Lord High Admiral of Great- 


Britain, 


Secretaries, Officers, Clerks, Inſtru- 
ments and Contingencies relating there- 
unto. 3 
Superannuated Sea- Offic. 5 109 12 7 
Penſions and Allowance 3557 15 © 
Chatham, 7 98897 72 
Deptford, x 3082 1 
Wookwich, E — 2521 


1 
8 
. Portſmouth, — 4304. 4 
4 
5 


1. Commiſſioners of the Navy, with oy 


Sw 


. Sheerneſs, — 1813 

. Plymouth, * —— 2506 

- Muſter-maſters and other Officers 

the Out-Ports — — 8 

11. Wages to Ships and Veſſels in Ordin. 

12. Victuals to the Officers and Men? 
ſerving therein — — 5 

13. Charge of the Harbour Moorings — 


8 O O 


Ships in Harbour, and of the Docks, 
Wharfs, Buildings, &c. — — 
15. Ordinary Charge of fick and hurt 
Seamen _— — — 


15. Half. pay to Sea-Officers — —— 


14. Ordinary Repairs of his "Docks © 


Total of the Ordinary Eſtimate of the 
Navy for the Year 1736. 


Carried over — 


| 217,269 


N 


Brought 
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J. 1 
Brought over, 217,269 4 10 


To which may be added, 


For defray ing the Expence in maintain- 
ing in the Royal Hoſpital of Green— 
awich, an additional number of diſabled 
Seamen, taken, and to be taken into 
it, who are worn out, and become de- 
crepid in the ſervice of their Country, g 
there being now goo poor Seamen 

maintained in the ſaid Hoſpital ; as al- 
ſo for a ſufficient Number of Nurſes, 
being the Widows of Officers and poor 
Seamen, and for carrying on the Build- 
ings and other Incidents of the faid Hoſ- 
pita], for the Year 1736. 10, 00 J. 


10,000 © oo 


——_———. 


— 4 


| 227,269 & $0 


a 


And then the Total of the Ordinary Eſtimate of the Navy 
for the Year 1736, amounts to Two hundred twenty-ſeven 


thouſand two hundred ſixty-nine Pounds four Shillings and ten 
Pence. 


Richard Haddock, 
James Ackworth, 
Thomas Pearſe, 
George Purvis, 


FJ. Fauler. 


Q 3 An 
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Au ESTIMATE. of the Charge of the Guard, 
Garriſons, and other his Majeſty's Land Forces in 
Great-Britain, for the year 1736. | 


Y 
1 
FI 
2 87 
8 Z 1 2 
VI 
T 2 8. 
2 un - . 
ES 
-” 09, 
Horic. | | 4. 6. 4. 
iſt Troop of Guards, 181 16,592 00 © 
24 ditto, 181 16,592 00 o 
3d ditto, 181 16,592 00 © 
4th ditto, 181 16,592 00 o 
1ſt Troop of Gren. Guar.}176 10,772 12 © 
2d ditto, 177 10,900 14 O 
Royal Regiment of Guar.|337 26,949 16 0 
Lord Pembreke's Regim. [319 26,126 06 © 
Lieutenant Gen. Evans, z 14 17,744 18 © 
Lieutenant Gen. Vade's, [214 17,744 18 © 
2161 | 176,607 40 
Dragoons. 
Royal Regiment, 369 17,461 o5 © 
Brigadier Campel/'s, 369 17,461 o5 © 
Lieut. Gen. Honyw2d"s, 1369 17,461 og O 
Lord Cadogan's, 369 461 05 900 
Major General Kerr's, [369 17,461 o5 © 
Sir Robert Rich's, 369 461 0; O 
Major Gen. Churchidl's, [369 17,401 og 0 
Lord Mark Kerr's, 369 17,461 05 0 
bs |  J2952 139, 690 o 0 
Carried forward 5113 316,297 4 © 


Brought 
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| oF 
— 
N 2 
X — 
1 2 I 
S408 J 
g ; 2 
N | 
| Brought forward. | F J. 7. J. 
316,297 4 © 
Foot. 
iſt Reg. of Guards, [2005 51,291 17 © 
2d ditto, 11288 33,299 18 © 
za ditto, 1288 33,354 18 © 
L. Gen. Tatton's Reg.] 705 13.917 03 © 
Major Gen. BarrePs,| 705 13,917 03 o 
Brigadier Montague s, 705 13,917 03 0 
Lieut. G. Whetham's,| 705 13,917 03 © 
Brigadier Middleton's,| 705 13,917 03 © 
Brigadier Harriſon's, ] 705 13,917 03 © 
Brigad. Handafde's,| 705 13,917 03 © 
Lieut, Gen. Sabine's,| 705 13,917 03 o | 
18 10,221 229,283 15 0 
Invalids. | | 
brig. Fielding's Reg.] 515 9,933 17 © 
:;Indep. Companies.|1 300 22,046 og © 
1815 32,580 02 © 
Independent Compa- 
nies. 
b Independ. Com- : 
panies in N. Brit. 555 9,146 17 © 
Staff Officers, &c. 
k Staff Officers — 10,967 09 7} 
a Car. Fire and Candle, 36.060 14 44 
Conting. upon Acc“. 15,000 OO © 
(5 — 61,968 04 o 
17,704 * 1 
10 649,276 02 © 
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A.1730. 


Navy Office, th 
Jan. 1735. 


Heads of the Nawal 
Eſtimates, 


—— 


DEBAT S 


An Estimate of the Debt of his Ma- 
Jeſty*'s Navy, on the Heads here- 
after mentioned, as it ſtood on the 
31/8 of December, 1735. 


Particulars. 


Total. 


Wear and Tear, ordi- 
nary and extraor- 
dinary Repairs. 

Due to pay off and 
diſcharge all the 
Bills regiſter'd on 
the Courſe of the 
Navy for Stores, 
Sc. ſupplied for 
the ſervice thereof. 


Jo pay off and 
diſcharge all the 
bills regiſtered on 
the ſaid courſe, 
for Premiums al- 
lowed by Act of 
Parliament on na- 
val ſtores. 


— For Freight of 
Tenders, and for 
Stores delivered in- 
to his Majeſty's ſe. 
veral Yards, &c. 
for which no Bills 
were made out on 
the aforeſaid 31 
of Dec. 1735, as 
alſo to ſeveral bills 
of Exchange. 


| 


145,876 oo oo 


11,460 00 oo 


25,017 OO oo 


182,353 00 00 


<33 


1736. 


232 


PARLIAMENTARY A 


—. my 1 
* 
+ 4 gg 
+ 9 SzLE 
6 f o94L*6L 
© O OO 
O Oo ocoz 
o © ooo 
o Oo ooo 
o © ooo 91 
oo oo oof 
000 OO oo 
oo oo 0009 
000 00 OOO“ 
6 £ og 
90 71 295 
60 Lo 29646 
go Lo Ssg'8 
7 7 7 7 9 7 


— — *Spun;/[ planmas7J 1 / *44] aug 7 
— — *5$20ppq4vg OT, *(,03345) '025) *Fuotſmay ugo 
SF 424d pt pazep Frauncy ur a9p3O s. KEN sru Aq aua; $2203g pur s20urupio 
*uawrrjaeq Aq apeut uaaq yiem οο¾⸗:ho ou yorym 203 up 


— — — — — Ded 8 o u paxpuny aug 
puri 1009 Jo puννινẽẽ!I 21} ul snjſning 140] Ye Sone pur qm MaU 2UY1 uo Jul Auro Spar. 
jet Oye 2 qimouſ1ioq ye suonrονν,)αt,t 2y3 Suraedas pur Jurpping spremo.,, 
i/au13229g ye Suoneyn4og aq Suraedat pur Zulplinqat spice. 


— — *p19u23v) JT 
— — agnod ou 7801018 Jo Sur{jddnj pur *593noy-2103G 30 
— — *10qv317 8 Jur neden *uone2yN40g 2y3 uo Jurkiied SpiemoT, 
— — Din, 8 

S AINVNIdAOVNALXA 


— suopnpodxꝗ jeio ae uo pur 
*mwgg *5429pur;q ut Alena Jo SURAT, 213 ur [ſam PRAlay oa, qe i n 30 Aude 
1οπσπẽ,j -q4140\7 pus οπůνjůã e  Sndouy puh, u,jAuũſſ we Juawyriqey's 
— $9842 zusphbur 42430 pur S2rrejeg suν, SUOJTIZES) TO 821019 
sr ©moze]q eee en- 1018 Jo sneday Juyrudwod f21g0 on J0 Aueurpag 


 YJYOIANYSUCNYVT 


9 427 297 40] auwupd0) Jo anffſ0 291 fo zun 007 fo T L VINT LIST 1 


A.1730. DE BAT ES. 233 


An Eſtimate of the Debt of his Ma- 

Navy Office, 2 32 jeſty's Navy, on the Heads here- 

Jan. 1735. after mentioned, as it ſtood on the 
31%, of December, 1735. 


Heads of the Naval | 


Eſtimates, Particulars. 


— 


re 


Var and Tear, ordi- J. 1 J. 
nary and extraor- 
dinary Repairs. 

Due to pay off and 
diſcharge all the 
Bills regiſter'd on 
the Courſe of the 
Navy for Stores, 
Sc. ſupplied for 
the ſervice thereof. 145 „876 oo oo 


——To pay off and 
diſcharge all the 
bills regiſtered on 
the ſaid courſe, 
for Premiums al- 
lowed by Act of 
Parliament on na- 


val ſtores. 11,460 oo oo 


— For Freight of 
Tenders, and for 
Stores delivered in- 
to his Majeſty's ſe. 
veral Yards, &c. 
for which no Bills 
were made out on 
the aforeſaid 31ſt 
of Dec. 1735, as 
alſo to ſeveral bills 


of Exchange, 25,017 oo oo 


| 182,353 00 00 


234 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1736. 


Heads of the Naval 
Eflimates. 


Particulars. 


Brought over 
— To his Maje- 
ſty's Yards and 
Rope-yards, and 


the ordinary and ex 


traordinary thereof. 

—F or Half-pay to 
Sea Officers, accord- 
ing to an Eſtabliſh- 
ment made by his 
late Majeſty in 
Council on that 
behalf. 


Seamen's Wages. 


Due to pay the Men, 
&c. unpaid on the 
Books of Ships 
paid off. 

Jo Ships in Sea- 
Pay on the above- 
ſaid 31ſt of Dec. 
1735. 

— To diſcharge 
and pay off all the 
Bills entered in 
courſe for Pilotage, 
Surgeon's 
ſaries, Bounties to 
Widows and Or- 
phans of Men ſlain 
at Sea, &c. on 
the Head of Sea- 
men's Wages. 


Necel\- | 


* 6. 
182, 353 00 


169,480 00 


17,926 11 


37,406 04 


525,461 00 


1 16,913 oo 


o NX 


0 


Total. 


———ů— 


J. 5 | 


309,759 11 3 


$79,780 04 2 


9494539 15 57 


- 
, 2” 


Vichualling 


. 
+ 
1 
7 


A. 1736. 


Heads of the Nawal 
Eflimates. 


3 


Brought over | 


Victualling debt, as 
per eſtimate receiv- | 
ed from thoſe com- 


miſſioners, VIZ. 


Due for ſhort allow- 
ance to the compa- 
nies of his Majeſty's 
ſhips in pay, and 
which have been 
paid off. 

— For paying off 
all the bills entered 
on their courſe. 

— For neceſlary 
money, extra neceſ- 
lary money, bills 
of exchange, and 
contingencies, 

— To the officers, 
workmen and la- 
bourers employed 
at the ſeveral ports. 


Sick and hurt, the 
debt of that office as 
per eflimate receiv- 
ed from thoſe com- 
miſſioners. 


Due for the quarters 

and cure of fick 
and hart ſeamen, 
ſent aſhore from 
his Majeſty's fleet, 
and contingencies 
relating to the ſaid 
fer vice. 


Particulars. 
J. «i 
25,583 13 0 


79,504 17 6: 


2,850 14 4x 


10, 503 4 8 


DEBATES 


| 


\ 


4 


| 


, 


235 
Total. 


& «4 
949,539 15 57 


118,542 9 7 


129 13 $ 


1,085, 501 18 5+ 


The | 


236 PARLIAMENTARY A.1736, 


Heads of the Nawal 
Eſtimates. Particulars. Total. 
| Brought over 1,085,501 18 ;3 


—_ 


'The total amounts to 
the ſum of one 
million eighty- five 
thouſand five hun- | 
dred one pounds, 
eighteen ſhillings 
and five pence| 
three farthings. 1,085,501 18 5; 

From whence de- 
ducting the money 
in the treaſurer's 
hands, as on the | 
other ſide. 88,257 9 23 

And alſo the money 
that has ſince been 
received, and what 
remains to be iſſued] .-.. 5 
as on the other ſide. 505, 882 19 7 140 8 91 

The net debt will ES . bo 
then be 491,361 9 8 


Memorandum, 


Memorandum, There Wwas remaining in the late and preſent Treaſurers of the nawvy*s hands, on the 21/ft of Dec. 128. in 
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A. 1736. 


E 
= 


1, 


0 uM a re bt _ 


PARLIAMENTARY A,172%6, 


Ar account, ſhewing how the monies given for the ſervice of the 
year 1735, have been diſpoſed of, diſtinguiſbed under the 
ſeveral heads, until the 3d of February, 1735, and the 
parts thereof remaining unſatisfied, with the deficiency there. 
upon. 


GRANTS. 
Navy. 


For the victuals, wages, wear and tear of the navy, and the 
victualling thereof for 30,000 men for 13 months. 

For the ordinary of the navy, and for half-pay. 

Towards the ſupport of Greenwich hoſpital. 


Ordnance. 


For ordnance ſea ſervices. 
For ditto land ſervice. 


For extraordinary expences, not provided for by Parliament 


Forces. 


In defray ing the charges of 25,744 men for guards, garriſons, 
Sc. Anno 1735. 

For maintaining his Majeſty's forces and garriſons in the plan. 

. tations, Minorca and Gibraltar, Anno 1735. 

Upon account of out-penſioners of Chelſea hoſpital. 

For defraying ſeveral extraordinary expences and ſervices incurred, 
and not provided for by Parliament. 


Upon account of half pay to reduced officers of his Majelty's | 


land forces and marines, Anno 1735. 


For penſions to officers widows, who were married before Cyril. 
mas, 1716, for the year 1735. 


To compleat 81, 5681. 5s. 114. for ſervices incurred by 


augmenting his Majeſty's forces, and concerting ſuch 
other meaſures, as the exigency of his Majeſty's affairs have 


required, | 
For a ſubſidy to the King of Denmark. 


| 


Deficiencies. 


A. 


1,4 


cies. 


A. 1736. 


1,482,000 © © 
198,914 9 7 


DEBATES. 


239 
| Remains to Be 
Sums paid. faid. 
[ 3. 4 [ &-& 


. -— 1,680,914 9 7 [1,453,303 0 9 


78,000 © o 


79,760 39 
24,693 1 6 


7945529 


215,710 
18,850 


© oO ++» 
N wn 
— 


10,273 


— 
IJ 
+#- 


49,834 13 4 
3,780 o © 


10,363 5 11 
56.250 © 0 


14 


10,000 © o 10,000 © 0 


182,453 5 3 | 150, ooo O 0 


| 


| 


— 1,159,621 1 1} 1,150,297 5 8:1 9,323 5 5 


227,611 8 19 


32,453 $ 3 


; 
4 


1 
, 
if 
q 
| 
| 
: 
1 
it 
v 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1736. 


/ 


Deficiencies. 


To make good the deficiency of the malt duty, Ao 1733, at 
Lady Day, 1735. 

To make good the deficiency of the land-tax, Anno, 1733, at 
Michaelmas, 1735. 

To make good the deficiency of the general fund at Mzchaelna;, 


1734. 


To make good the deficiency of the grants, Anno 1734, wiz. 


To the navy — — 26,247 12 10; 
To the ordnance —— 2 5} 


— — — _— 


Towards the maintenance of the Br:iz;- forts and ſettlements, 
belonging to the royal African company on the coalt of 
Africa. 

Towards ſettling and ſecuring the colony of Georgia in 
America. 

Towards the repairs of the collegiate church of St. Peter's 
Weſtminſter. 

For the repair of the tower and roof of the pariſh church of 
St. Margaret Weſtminſter. 


The ways and means towards ſupplying the ſaid ſerwices. 


750,000 © o By the malt duty, Anno 1735. 
t, oo, ooo o o By the ſinking fund. 
500, ooo o By the ſalt duty. 
1,000,000 o By the land tax, Anno 1735. 
9,165 by o By arrears of the malt duty, Auno 1733. 


"42000607 13 © 


21,0906 9 8 Deficiencies of ways and means, 1735. 


2,280,262 2 8 


} 


10 


7 
— 


Un 


DEBATES: 


A. 1736. 2241 
Sums paid. * be 
F 7 E 3 
107,509 18 © 
22,300 o © | 
379557 13 4 
ELSE 203,773 6 84] 203,773 6 8Y 
— — 10,000 00 | 10,000 0 0 
— - 26,000 o o 26,000 © o 
eee 4,000 © © 4,000 © © 
— — 3%,00 0 0 3,500 © © 
i Ss 3,280,262 2 8 3,010,873 13 2/269,388 9 6 
Refidue of ways and means, Anno 1735. 
Undiſpoſed of on the ſalt duty — 248,291 19 10 


Deficiencies of ways and means, Arno 1735 — 21,096 9 8 


Vol. XIII. 


wes. A... AMES. 45 J TTT 


* —_ 7 RY 1 

S 120. 

MN 

15 9 £1 4811 . — 

<< o © oct — w pause ed 4ryavou pur 5ourzeJeiu Areufpoenxg 
£ 6 gov — _— SEL1 e *a2uemur 
z F 618/01 ———— w parunyo fyuuour ff Arp gz 8 *$y3u0]y + Bur 

> ep uo 20 

5 | Zur Molo; n, q yiÞ ant oz SELL *unquazgay 30 yer ang won uamidrd ay, 

© Ol © 082168 — — — — —— — — aaynur *SEL1 

* *aqueazhng J wb 13 ee denne ay} Jo mamanuaymon ay -E un, 

8 Jo ypÞ 2y3 woy eee 5p e eee tbyg V romogy, oz ape szusuι,ꝗ 

- 14 $ gob'Sg ——— —— S£L1 *aaquurnag Mr 01 sanddny 30 19.7, 

4 IE £1 6944 — — 

— © 6 ooo 2 — — S£L1 ou) *NATRj 11 10 po 

— IE £1 694% — ——— pooB apeur i cuny uννν 

er o © , ooo - — | VEZL away) *aIlagny Sy 103 JUaWErarq ut po 

< | Pp 5 7 a ̃ 

. *+ 211 gig wm — ern i aguendeg dig pep tbyy Yaαν οννν] m ape 


2ITAaj STY3 10% Yrizued May 2y3 03 2jqrandde pur 44019e13u0) 2Je7 242 jo SPueWap 
2y2 Isen 03 2ualatynz Sem um azour pig, Jo uod qi Sufflenhta 10) 
*$E£L1 ©42qu7g 3o n o muautemzeq Aq pajoa ganddng aun Jo 1puremwoy , 


„„ 
*Juamv114v g 40 popiabd jou *5541 ouuy puuιZů: $9110 40g 


243 


% (fe 52 Sum pur ©122yraionm Op/any;, aq; uo amoy 212 220329 pre SYM 21N0902L prey Iy1 ba ew 
l | A1 prey 2y1 ut pazaynut zen pur um q 212m 1aquinu zu funny indury 
 -Ip your yea yo wnrpaur e vodn *SEL1 u 3o ye ay on FELL ©vaguwarag jo yit | 
an woy *{aru rA mum 30 921ATay aq ut paſojdiua uur jo d qunu amin Jo uno ur fajnow = pajyyys nam” 
1243 2403aq Ae pjnory 42210 43doad ay3 a p242pio j, jo pt ⁊ a depreg ug -wvrg fo aaquny 


R 2 


„ ho = — — — Þ£L1 fe *5punjy7ifg 3491 y3nory $Pros Mau 
713 aredas ur gude pur Jurfaany 20g , M νiwꝛ t N pred ung o , poos eu o. 

_ — — | SEL1 *Kewwnigay Jo 19H : pur FELL tunigay 

5 £6 Jo 14.1 amn u32M3agq zurn pur spenuod on auenjamd oi uaundas aq Jo Ard aq won 

— 998 do ©5a2m 424 ueur 424 aduad-xy qm 2a0qu pur 1940 4$2a2q-117; Yam v2onzgy 30 pueht afiur 
Q s, a3 Burkjddnz pur Bunyriuing 10% 104929uod *wPwy!2 pred um o, in po ayew of, 

— — — — SELL ©42qmarrq 3o yrbz q FELL *uaquaaq jo yiSeE ay1 woy 

o 0 gdlg 4 's/ep SgE 10g ©unry4qre ne Buthinz mou 3nq prr;a4y i nuauryſtquya n uvodn 1003 30 .f 
$,2470y ph 103 Suauny;1qzya #47 pur gg ai use Ard go aouarayip ay3 pooi aNJew ©, 


_ 148 1008 —— — —— — — zugurereꝗ Aq 103 popfiaoid ↄq 01 sureui aN 
#L 5 90869 —— a sarjddny aao0qu a2 npodꝗ 
X £ Fi 40, — g-S$SE£L1 Cionuvf, jo yt aq oz guawded peu pur len 3o fe 


p *F 7 'D *F 7 a 


PARLIAMENTARY A, 176, 


Navy-office, 27th Jan. 1735, 

An account of the number of ſeamen employed in the 
ſervice of the royal navy, from the 31ſt December, 
1734, to 31ſt December, 1735, upon a medium 
of each month, diſtinguiſhing what number were 
borne, and what muſter'd in the ſaid ſervice, pre. 
pared purſuant to an order of the honourable houj: 


of Commons, dated 23d inſtant. 


Months. 
ebruary — 

March — — 
May — — 
June — — 
July — — 
Auguſt — — — 
September — 
October — —— 
November — 


Ii 


Number of Men. 
* gi Muſter 
27,497] 22,277 
27,414 | 22,987 
27,594 23,581 
27,748 24,541 
27,144 | 24,846 
28,967 | 26,840 
29,629 | 27,491 
30,161 | 27,362 
30,194 | 28,017 
30,089 | 28,294 
29,814 | 26,426 
20,582 | 23,852 
345833 | 306,514 
28,819 | 25,542 


Richard Haddock, 
F. Ackworth, 
Tho. Pearſe, 
G. Purvis, 


. Fowler, 
nh Nene, 


A. 1736. DEBATES. 


An account of all the public debts, at the receipt of 
his Majeſty's Exchequer, due or ſtanding out at 
Chriſtmas, 1735, with the annual intereſt or 
ſums paid for the ſame. 


Excheguer. 


Annuities for long 
terms, being the re- 
mainder of the ori- 


ginal ſum contribu- 


ted and unſubſcrib- 
ed to the South- Sea 
company, after de- 
ducting what has 
fallen in by deaths. 

Annuities for lives 
with benefit of ſur- 
vivorſhip, being the 
original fum con- 
tributed. 

Annuities payable 
upon two and three 
lives, being the ſum 
remaining after de- 
ducting what has 
fallen by deaths. 

Annuities at 9 per 
cent, per annum, 
being the remain- 
der of the original 
ſum unſubſeribed to 
the South-Sea com- 
pany. 

Ditto on lottery 
1710, being the re- 
mainder, 8 2. 

Annuities on the 
plate- act, 6 Geo. 
prim. Reg. 


Principal. 
J. 1. 


1,836,275 17 


108,100 © 


127, 8 


161,108 6 


109,290 o 


312,000 o 


d. 


10% | 


OF 


| 2,654,973 12 
R 3 


Annual Intereſt, or 
Sums paid. 


= 4&4 


131,255 10 11 


7,567 8 © 


14,997 18 f 


14,499 15 © 


9,836 2 © 


12,480 0 0 


—— — . — — — 


190,636 6 4 
Annuities 


245 


PARLIAMENTARY 


. 5. 
Brought over 2,654,673 12 
S 


Een ny nagapnpey—g—_— —_—_—_— 


Principal. | 
1 d. 


1 
71 


A. 1730. 


Annual Intereſt, o- 
Sums paid. 
8 


5. 4 
190, 636 6 4 


d. 


Annuities on the Ne- 
vis and Sz. Chriſ- 
topber's debentures, | 
at 3 ger cent. per 
— | 
E æchegquer bills on the 

victualling act, an- 


8 


70. 1726, at 3 per 
cent. per ann. 
Ditto made out ſor 
the intereſt on old 
bills exchanged. 
Arnuities at 3/. 10s. 
per cent, per ann. 
for the year 1731. 
Duties on ſalt conti- 

nued Anno 1734, 
at 4 J. per cent. per 
ann. 

Ditto, anna 17 35, for 
500,000 J. at 4 /. 

per cent. per ann. 
but no part of this 
ſum has been bor; 
rowed during the 
time of this ac- 
count. 

Note, The land taxes 
and duties on malt 
being annual grants 
are not charged in 
this account. 

Nor the 1,000,000 ' 
charged on the de- | 
ductions of 64. per | 
pound. 


W 10 _—" — 


— 


— 


1,14 12 9 


14,442 © 6 


14,000 0 o 


38,400 ,0 0 


— — ͤ —́ un; 


4536,94 17 82 


| 258,612 19 & 


Eaſt 


A.1730. 


DEBATES. 


Principal. | Annual Intereſt, or 
| Sums paid. 
. 1 . J. +a 
Brought _—_ 4,536,094 17 3; 258,612 19 1 
= -IndiaCompany. & 


By two acts of Par- 
liament Wil. 
Tert. and two o- 
ther acts 6 and 10 
Anne Reg. but the 
annuity granted by 
the ſaid acts, was 


Secund. Regis, re- 
duced from 5; J. per 
cent. to 41. par 


cent. per ann, 
Bank of England. 


On their original 
fund at 61. per cent. 
per ann. 

For cancelling Ex- 
cheguer bills, 3 Geo. 
prim. Regis at 41. 
per cent, per ann. 

Purchaſed of the 
South Sea company 
at ditto. 

Annuities charged on 
the duties on coals 
ſince Lady Day 
1719, at 47. per 
cent, per ann. 

Ditto charged on the 
ſurplus of the funds 
for lottery, 1712, 
at 41. per cent. per 


guy. 


E aft 


by an act 3 Geo. | 


3,200,000 


1,600,000 


1,500,000 


4,000,000 


1,750,000 


— ——C—C———— —— 


| 17,836,094 17 8; 


R 4 


| 1,250,000 0 0 


128,000 


160,000 
0 &@ 


70,000 


$0,000 © © 


— — 


922,612 19 1 


| 
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Brought ght over 


17,836,094 17 8; 


Principal. | 
J. 3. d. 


Annual Intereſt, er 


Sums paid. 
* 6. d. 
822,612 19 1 


Annuities for the lot- 
tery 1731, at 3/. 
cent. per ann. 
transferable at the 
Bank. 


800,000 © o 


6 


To them more for charges of) 


management of their — 4000 


debt. 


For a proportional charge of ma- 
nagement of 4, ooo, ooo pur- 


pany: 


South-Sea company. 


On their capital 
ſtock and annuities, 


per act ꝙ Geo. prim. 


Regis at 47. per 
cent. per ann. 


* * 


- 


To them more for 
management. 


chaſed of the South-Sea = ** 


3 


24,000 o o 
d. 


per ann 


3 51 per am, 


5898 


29,302,203 5 6x 


479383298 3 34 


3 
WA 
wo 1 — 


1,172,088 2 3 


2,018,701 14 


charges "+ hace 19 10x fer ann, 
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N Monday the 26th of January, the petition Sauer 


of Richard Sheppard, Eſq; complaining of an 
undue election and return for the borough of South- 
wark in the county of Surry, was preſented to the 
houſe by Charles Eversfield, Eſq; member for Hor- 
ſham in Suſſex, which was accordingly read; and a 
motion was made, that the matter of the faid peti- 
tion ſhould be heard at the bar of the Houſe ; where- 
upon Thomas Winnington, Eſq; ſtood up and ſpoke 
to this effect, viz. 
* That altho? the honourable gentleman who pre- 
« ſented the petition, had moved to have it heard at 
the bar of the houſe, and altho* that motion had 
been ſeconded, and very much preſſed by the ho- 
« nourable 33 who was one of the ſitting 
members for Sou:hwark, and againſt whom the pe- 
© tition ſeemed to be chiefly aimed; yet he hoped 
« gentlemen would have ſome regard, to the honou- 
© rable gentleman in the chair, to whom every elec. 
tion heard at the bar, was a very great fatigue. 
That beſides, they ought to conſider their own 
* time, and how much of it would be taken up, in 
© hearing the petitions already appointed to be heard 
© at the bar, inſomuch, that he was afraid, it would 
be impoſſible for them to go through the public 
* buſineſs, which muſt neceſſarily come before them, 
and which could not be put off till another ſeſſion, 
© without doing a very great prejudice to the nation 
© in general. That as there was a vaſt number of 
voters in the borough of Southwark, there would 
* of courſe be a very great number of witneſſes to 
© be examined ; and conſequently, a- great many 
points of law would probably ariſe, which muſt 
be argued by counſel, and many of them might 
perhaps afterwards be argued for a long time 
in the houſe; ſo that upon the whole, he did 
* not believe the houſe could go through that 
election in two or three weeks, even though 


they ſhould adjourn all other buſineſs, and fit 
WS upon 


petition - 
ſented, ww” 


Mr, Vi- 
nington's 


ſpeech. 
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upon it de die in diem. For this reaſon he hoped, 
that not only out of regard to their ſpeaker, but 
out of regard to the public, and to the buſineſs of 
the nation in general, they would allow that elec- 
tion to go to their committee, where it might be 
© heard, without interrupting the public buſineſs, 
* without fatiguing their ſpeaker, and without doing 
any prejudice either to their petitioner, or to the 
« ſitting member.” 


Sir Jobn Hynd Cotton then ſtood up, and ſpoke in 


ſubſtance thus, viz. 


Sir Jobn 
Had Cos- 
ton s ſpeech, 


< Upon the preſent occaſion, Sir, I cannot omit 
taking notice of what happened, when the Torf. 
* ſhire petition was preſented. In the county of 
« York there are certainly five or ſix times as mary 
voters as there are in the borough of Southwars; 
© and therefore, if the honourable gentleman be 0 
opinion, that the election of the borough of 
Southwark will take up two or three weeks of 
our time, he muſt. have been of opinion, that the 
election for Yorꝶſpire would take up at leaſt three 
or four months; yet when that petition was pre. 
* ſented, I remember. the ſame honourable gen- 
< tleman appeared very fond of having it heard a 
© the bar of this houſe; and I ſhould be glad to 
* know, from whence proceeds that tender regard, 
* which he is pleaſed to teſtify in the preſent calc, 
© for the honourable gentleman in the chair, ſ:nc: 
he did not ſeem to ſhew the leaſt regard for him 
in the former? C 


After him, Mr. Alderman Heathcote ſpoke to this 
effect, viz. . | 


Mr.”Alder- Sir, by an agreement between me and the ho- 


man Heatb- 


bote Aperch. nourable gentleman who preſented the petition, he 


* promiſed to move for its being heard at the bar of 
the houſe: He has accordingly done ſo, and | 
have ſeconded that motion; after which 1 am not 


A. 1736. 


« a little ſurpriſed to hear any gentleman attempt to 


0 


Lay - Lg * 
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have it ſent to the committee; for when the ſitting 
member, as well as the petitioner, inſiſts upon 
having the petition heard at bar, I believe there is 
no example of ſuch a petition's being referred to 
the committee. I have as great a regard for the 
honourable gentleman in the chair, as any mem- 
ber of this houſe can pretend to; but I know he 
will grudge no trouble or fatigue, in doing ſervice 
to the public, or in doing juſtice to any member 
who thinks himſelf injured ; and, in the preſent 
caſe, I inſiſt with the more freedom upon having 
the petition heard at bar, becauſe I know the con- 
teſted votes are but very few; ſo that the hearin 
can laſt but a very few days; and I have ſame 
reaſon to expect, that the petition will be given 
up, even before thoſe votes which are conteſted 
are all examined into. 

But, Sir, I have another reaſon for inſiſting 
upon its being heard at the bar of this houſe ; The 
petition which has been publicly read here, con- 
tains ſeveral grievous and heinous allegations a- 
gainſt me, therefore I think I have a ſort of right 
to have the truth of theſe allegations examined in- 
to in the ſame place in which they have been pub- 
liſhed; and I inſiſt upon it, becauſe, when the 
truth of them comes to be examined into, I think 
] have good reaſon to believe, that the petition 
will appear to be as vexatious, as any that was ever 
1 to this houſe. This, I ſay, I have rea- 
on to believe, and my reaſon for believing ſo, is 
founded not only upon a conſciouſneſs of my own 
innocence, but upon the candour and ſincerity of the 
petitioner's own ſcrutineers; for, during the whole 
time of the election, the returning officer for that 
borough acted ſo equally and fairly, that, after the 
ſcrutiny was over, even the ſcrutineers for the peti- 
tioner returned him thanks for his juſtice and im- 
partiality. 5 FO © 


For 
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For theſe reaſons, J hope, Sir, the houſe will 
* not only order this petition to be heard at the 
bar, but will appoint a ſhort day for that pur. 
* pole; conſidering the place is juſt in our neigh- 
* bourhood, fo that no pretence can be made, that 
any of the parties or witneſſes are at any great di- 


© ſtance.” 


Mr, Plum 
cer ſpeech, 
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Then Valter Plummer, Eſq; ſtood up, and ſpoke 
in ſubſtance as follows, viz. 


Sir, as the elections which are appointed to be 
© heard at bar, are generally ſooner determined than 
thoſe which are referred to the committee; and as 
it is always very much the intereſt of the petitioner, 
to have the matter of his petition ſoon heard, if he 
has any confidence in it ; therefore I have never 
oblcrved the hearing of any petition at bar refuſed, 
when it was deſired and inſiſted on by the fitting 
member : But there is ſomething very extraordi- 
nary in the prefent cafe; for not only the ſitting 
member deſires and inſiſts upon the petition's be- 
ing appcinted to be heard at bar, but there ſeems 
to be a deſign in the petitioner, not to have his pe- 
tition heard at all, or at leaſt not this ſeſſion ; for 
otherwiſe he would certainly have preſented it 
among the firſt, as he might and vught to have 
done, whereas he has delayed preſenting it almoſt 
as long as he could; which, to me, is really a 


petition's being ſuch as the fitting member has 
repreſented it to be; and if it be ſo, there can be 
no ſtronger reaſon aſſigned, not only for its being 
heard at bar, but for its being heard as ſoon as 
« poſlible.” | | 


The queſtion was then Put, for hearing the peti- 

tion at the bar of the houſe 3 which, upon a diviſion 

was carried in the affirmative, by 145 to 142. _ 
whic 


ſtrong preſumption, that he is ſenſible of his 
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which the queſtion was put, for hearing it at bar on 
the 10th of the enſuing month; which was carried 
in the affirmative, without a ide 


HE ſame day, the whole houſe reſolved ſelf Supplycor;. 
into a committee of the whole houſe, to con- == 


fider of the ſupply granted to his Majeſty ; and Sir 
Charles Turner having taken the chair, Sir Charles 
Wager ſtood up, and moved the houſe to reſolve, 
That 15,000 men ſhould be employed for the ſea 
* ſervice for the year 17 36, beginning from the firſt 


day of January, 1735. 


After ſome pauſe, Walter 8 Eſq; ſtood 
up, and ſpoke to this effect, viz. 


« I do not riſe up, Sir, to oppoſe the motion now MP 
made to you, becauſe, as we have the happineſs to speech. 


live in an iſland, I have always been of opinion, 
that we ought chiefly to depend upon our naval 
force; and for this reaſon, I ſhall never be againſt 
our keeping up a pretty large number of ſeamen, 
even in times of the moſt profound peace and tran- 
* quillity. We have, *tis true, for ſome years paſt, 
{ followed a quite contrary maxim; we have always 
kept up ſach a great number of land forces, that it 
has not been in our power to keep up ſuch a num- 
ber of ſeamen, in time of peace, as we ought to 
have done; but what has been the conſequence of 
this maxim? It has forced a great number of our 
© native and gallant ſeamen into the ſervice of fo- 
' reign powers; and from thence aroſe the difficul- 
' ty we found ourſelves in upon a late ſudden emer- 
gency, with reſpe& to the fitting out ſpeedily 
' a powerful ſquadron: This difficulty the whole 
nation was lately ſenſible of; and to this difficul- 
't we ſhall always be expoſed, unleſs we disband 
a great — of our lard ſoldiers, and _ 
t 
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that money upon keeping up a large body of ſca. 
* men, | 

But, Sir, I rife up to put you in mind, that 
you ought to proportion all your expences, for the 
current ſervice of the year, not only to the happy 
ſituation of your affairs abroad, but to the unhappy 
ſituation of your affairs at home. Whoever conh. 
ders this, will never give his conſent to the loud. 
ing the preſent generation, or their poſterity, with 
new taxes, and much leſs to the laying of violent 
hands on the ſinking fund, when both may be pre- 
vented, by our inſiſting upon the payment of 
thoſe ſums to which we are juſtly intitled from fo. 
reign powers; and therefore, Sir, when we go 
into the committee of ways and means, in crder 
to provide for the 15,000 ſeamen now to be 
votecl, I hope you will take under your conſide- 
ration, what I ſhall now preſume to mention to 

Ou. | | 
e As the keeping up of a great number of land 
forces in this iſland is quite unneceſſary, and even 
inconſiſtent with the nature of our happy conſtitu- 
tion, and the freedom of our government; there- 
fore when any war is like to break out, in which 
we may probably have a concern, we are always 
obliged to take foreign troops into our pay: Whe- 
ther we have always been in the right when we 
did ſo, is what I ſhall not now controvert; but l 
have always obſerved, that no foreign Prince 
would lend us any of his troops, without our en- 
gaging not only to pay them, but to grant him a 
ſubſidy perhaps greater than the pay of thoſe troops, 
upon their own footing, would have amounted 
to; and that even in caſes where the Prince ſtood 


. © obliged, perhaps by former treaties, to aſſiſt us 


R OG a a fa a a a „„ A A a „ A „„ „ 


with troops at his own expence; and often, in 
< caſes where his own preſervation was more im- 


* mediately concerned in the event of the war than 
+ ours, 
* 
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« *Tis true, Sir, we are always obliged, upon ſuch 
« occaſions, to have recourſe to the Princes of the 
North, who, by reaſon of their poverty, plead an 
« inability te ſend us, or to have ready to be ſent, 
the ſtipulated ſuccours, unleſs we, by a new con- 


tract, agree to pay them a ſubſidy z which has 


* ſome ſhew of reaſon, or at leaſt of neceſſity, when 
they raiſe any new troops for our ſervice ; but I 
never could comprehend. either the reaſon or the 
* neceſſity for ſuch a pretence, when they make no 
* real addirion to the land army they before kept 


up, nor put themſelves to one farthing of an ad- 


© ditional expence, on account of their ſubſidy from 
dus; Which I Know has ſometimes been the caſe for 
years together; during all which time we have 
been ſo generous to pay their ſubſidy regularly. 
for enabling them to defray an expence they never 
vere at: At leaſt, in the public accounts delivered 
to this houſe, thoſe ſubſidies have been yearly ſtat- 

ed as fully and regularly paid, in purſuance of 
the treaties we had before approved of; though in- 

* deed, an accident happened nor long ago, which 
gave room to think, that all thoſe ſubſidies had not 
been fully and regularly paid to the Princes fo in- 
* titled to them. | 

Now, Sir, if we narrowly conſider our circum- 

* ſtances, I believe we will find, that we are as 
poor, and in as great difficulties, as the pooreſt 
Prince in the North; and as we have lately ſent a 
very powerful ſquadron to the aſſiſtance of a very 

rich Prince, I make no doubt but that our wiſe 
and frugal miniſters let that Prince know, before 
they ſent out the ſquadron, that, with reſpe& to 
him, we are a northern power, and as needy as 
* any power he could apply to; and that theretore 
they have obliged him to pay us a very large ſub- 

* fidy, for the powerful ſquadron we ſent to his al- 
\ ſiſtance. : 
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I am very ſure our miniſters had much more 

* reaſon to inſiſt upon ſuch a ſubſidy, than the mi. 
© niſters of any northern power ever had to inſiſt 
upon a ſubſidy from us; for, with reſpect to the 
breach between Portugal and Spain, it was, in my 
+ opinion, at leaſt as great a queſtion, which of them 
* were acting upon the offenſive, as it was with re- 
< ſpect to the late breach between Spain and the Em- 
< peror ; therefore we were not, by any former 
« treaty, obliged to ſend him any aſſiſtance : Then 
© as to the expence, it is certain we have put our. 
© ſelves to a very conſiderable additional expence, 
© on account of the aſſiſtance we have ſent to him; 
© and as to the benefit he has reaped from that aſſiſt. 
« ance, it appears plain to me, that the tranquillity 
© he has enjoyed, and does ſtill enjoy, has been, and 
is ſtill owing to nothing but the powerful ſquadron 
ve have ſent to his aſſiſtance; which, I am poſi 
tive, is much more than can be ſaid of any aſſiſ. 
© ance we have ever got, from any of thoſe to whom 
* we have paid ſuch large and ſuch generous ſubſ. 
dies: To this I muſt add, that it cannot be ſaid 
that the preſervation of this nation was immediate. 
ly concerned in the event of the war between Por. 
* tugal and Spain; which has generally been the calc, 
* with reſpect to thoſe northern Princes to whom ue 
© have hitherto diſtributed our ſubſidies. 

+ From theſe reaſons I am induced, Sir, to think, 
that our miniſters have certainly ſtipulated a large 
* ſubhdy from Portugal; and I have taken notice 
of it upon this occaſion, only to put gentlemen n 
© mind to call for an account of this ſubſidy, at 1 
< proper opportunity; and to appropriate it to thi 
maintaining the 15,000 ſeamen now to be voted; 
© in order to prevent our being obliged to load the 
* preſent or the future generation with additional 
taxes, or to lay violent hands upon that fund, 
* which ought always to be held ſacred to the pay- 
* ment of our public debts ; by which only we A 
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free our poor labourers and manufacturers, from 
© thoſe taxes which, at preſent, render the neceſſa- 
« ries of life ſo much dearer in this country than they 
© are in any other.“ 


As neither this gentleman, nor any other, oppo- 
ſed the motion, there was no anſwer made to this 
ſpeech; and therefore the motion was agreed to with- 
out any debate or diviſion: After which the follow- 
ing reſolution was moved and agreed to of courſe, 
viz. 


KReſolv ed, | 
* Thata ſum, not exceeding four pounds per mari 
per month, be allowed for maintaining the faid 
© 15,000 men, for thirteen months, including the 
* ordnance for fea ſervice. 


N Wedieſday the 28th of Fanuaty, a motion 
was made, That the ordinary eſtimate of the 


© that ſeſſion of Parliament, ſhould be referred to 
© the conſideration of a fele&t committee; and that 
they ſhould examine the matters thereof, and 


report the ſame, with their opinion thereupon, to 
the houſe.” | 


in, Upon this there enſued a debate, in which the ar- 


* navy for the year 1736, preſented to the houſe 


257 


Motion for 


aſele&t com- 


mittee, 


large guments for the motion were in ſubſtance as fol- 


otice lows, viz. 
en i 


at Fir, among the many ancient cuſtoms and me-; 
0 the © thods of proceeding in Parliament, which have 
* been dropt by the complaiſance of latter times, I 
do not think there is one more worthy or neceſſary 


oted; 
d the 
tional 
fund, 
pay - © ſtimates thar are laid before us, for ſupporting and 
e Cal © enforcing thoſe demands which are made by the 
„ fre Vor. XIII. 8 crown. 


to be reaſſumed, than that of appointing com- 


* mittees to inſpect and examine the accounts and e- 


Argumer:* 
or it. 
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crown. It appears from the ancient journals of 
this houſe, that in former times, when a demand 
of money was made upon the people, for anſwer. 
ing the expence of any meaſure that was found ne- 
ceſſary to be taken for the honour and intereſt of 
the nation, an eſtimate of the expence was laid be- 
fore this houſe, and the houſe always appointed a 
committee to examine that eſtimate, in order to 
ſee whether every article was juſtly and fairly ſta- 
ted, and neceſſary for the purpoſe intended : Our 
Parliaments in thoſe days were not ſo complaiſant 
as to take any ſuch eſtimate upon the credit of our 
miniſters, or upon the credit of thoſe under clerks 


who were employed to draw it up; they thought 


it incumbent upon them to ſee with their own eyes 
the neceſſity of every article xpence pro- 
poſed, before they would open the public purſe 
with which they were intruſted: How this cuſtom 
came to be laid aſide, I do not know; but I am 
ſure it ought to be, and I think it is now become 


neceſſary it ſhould be reaſſumed; for which rea- 
ſon I hope gentlemen will make no difficulty in a- 


- greeing to the motion I am to make. 


This method of proceeding is, in my opinion, 
proper upon all occaſions, but at preſent, with re- 
ſpect to the expence of our navy, it is become ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for us to look narrowly into the 
eſtimates yearly brought betore us, relating to that 
article of the public expence both becauſe the year- 
ly expence of our navy now vaſtly exceeds what 
it was in former times; and becauſe I obſerve, 
that there is almoſt every year ſome new article 
brought into that eſtimate which was never before 
heard of: I do not deny, Sir, but that it may be 


now neceſſary for us to keep up a much larger 


fleet, and to keep a much greater number of ſca 


men in our pay chan we formerly uſed to do; but 


c 
LY 


the'greater our expence is, the larger our ſums 4 
that 
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that muſt be laid out in that way, the more room 
there is for defrauding or impoſing upon the pub- 
lic; and therefore, inſtead of being leſs watchful, 
we ought to be at more than ordinary pains to pre- 
vent its being in the power of any perſon to load 
the public with any unneceſſary article of expence, 
or to charge any article with a greater ſum than 
what is abſolutely neceſſary: Theſe eſtimates, it 
is true, are laid yearly upon our table for peruſal ; 
but I believe no gentleman, even of thoſe who are 
beſt acquainted with the affairs of our navy, will 
pretend to ſay, that he can, from a bare peruſal at 
our table, determine, whether the articles of ex- 
pence mentioned in ſuch eſtimates are all neceſſary, 
or that no one of them has been overcharged? 
And I do not fee how any gentleman can anſwer 
to his conſtituents, the loading of them with an ex- 
pence, a great part of which, for what he knows, 
may be altogether unneceſſary. 
As we ought to take particular care that the na- 
tion may not be burdened with any unneceſſary 
expence, even upon account of the navy, fo we 
ought, Sir, to take ſpecial care, that as much 
money may be granted yearly, as ſhall be deemed 
neceſſary for anſwering our yearly expence ; for by 
ſhort eſtimates, and grants of money which are at- 
terwards found to be deficient, eſpecially with re- 
ſpect to the navy, we deceive our conſtituents ; we 
do injuſtice to the particular men employed in the 
navy, who are generally obliged to ſell their 
claims at a diſcount 3 we enhance the price of all 
materials neceſſary for the ſupport of the navy ; 
and we diſcourage our ſeamen from entering into 
the ſervice of their country: This we have the 
more reaſon to take notice of at prefent, becauſe of 
the great debt that has been lately contracted on 
account of our navy; a moſt extraordinary debr, 
conſidering the ſhort time in which it has been 
contracted, and conſidering that the whole was con- 
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the ſame error, by any ſhort eſtimates that may 
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tracted in a time of profound peace and tranquil. 
lity ; and the method which we were laſt year ob- 
liged to take for paying off a part of it, ought to 
make us extremely cautious of being again led into 
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be laid before us; for we may remember, that du- 
ring the time we were running ourſelves inſenſibly 
into that conſiderable debt, there were eſtimate; 
yearly laid before Parliament, which, as was pre. 
© tended, contained an eſtimate of the whole ex. 
* pence that would be. neceſſary for the ſervice of 
that year. The nation may, it is true, be acci- 
* dentally drawn into an additional expence which 
could not be foreſeen ; but that additional expence 
* ought always to be laid before the very next (cl. 
ſion of Parliament, and ought certainly to be pro- 
* vided for within the very next ſucceeding year, 
for as poor tradeſmen and ſeamen cannot lie long 
cout of their money, they ought not to be redu- 
« ced to the hard neceſſity of thruwing themſelves in. 
to the hands of uſurers and extortioners, who, upon 
all occaſions ſqueeze exorbitant advantages from 
the neceſſities of the poor. 

Another conſideration, Sir, which ought to make 
us look the more narrowly into all public accounts, 
is, the great load of debt the nation groans under 
at preſent: A gentleman of an opulent and free 
fortune, may perhaps, pals ſlighty over his ſtew- 
ard's accounts; he may even allow his ſervants to 
* heap up expences upon him, and to charge him 
* with new and extraordinary articles, without in- 
quiring whether or no there was any neceſſity for 
* them; but a gentleman whoſe eſtate is deeply 
* mortgaged, a gentleman who cannot even ſupport 
the yearly expence of his family, without laying 
hands upon that part of his eſtate which ſtands ap- 
< propriated for paying off old mortgages, ought to 
© enquire ſtrictly into the management of his ſtew- 
* ards and ſervants, and ought never to paſs any ac- 
count 
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count, or admit of any article of expence, before 
he is thoroughly convinced of the juſtneſs of the 
one, and the neceſſity of the other. This, Sir, is 
our melancholy caſe at preſent; we cannot pro- 
vide even for the current ſervice of the year, without 
* laying hands upon that revenue which was long 
« ſince appropriated to the payment of old debts; 
and therefore we ought to paſs no account, nor ap- 
prove of any eſtimate, till we have, in the ſtricteſt 
* manner, examined, and are thoroughly convinced 
of the juſtice or neceſſity of every article; and 
this can be done only by referring them to ſelect 
committees. 

Whether any unneceſſary articles of expence have 
been lately brought upon the nation, is what I ſhall 
not at preſent pretend-to determine; but that ſeve- 
© ral new and extraordinary articles have been of late 
years brought into almoſt every eſtimate uſually 
laid before us, is what muſt be known to moſt 
* gentlemen in this houſe; and no one of them has 
* ever yet been inquired into, in that manner which 
is proper and neceſſary upon ſuch occaſions : It is 
© likewiſe well known, that we have had of late 
years ſeveral new offices erected, new poſts eſta- 
* bliſhed, and new ſalaries granted; all of which 
* are a charge upon the public revenue; and what- 
* ever may be the cafe as to theſe new offices, poſts, 
* or-falaries, I believe, upon a proper inquiry, it 
* would be found that we have many old offices or 
* officers that might be ſpared, and many falaries and 
* perquiſites which might be altogether ſuppreſſed, 
* or very much diminiſhed : If the nation were en- 
* gaged in war, or if we were in any danger of be- 
ing engaged in war, it would not, perhaps, be pro- 
per to enter upon ſuch inquiries; but by the great 
promotion that has been lately made of general of- 
* ficers, I am convinced the peace of Europe is now 
fully re-eſtabliſhed ; for I am perſuaded, his Ma- 
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jeſty would not have made ſo many brave gentle. 
men uſeleſs, as colonels, by promoting them to be 
generals, if there had been the leaſt ground to 
ſuſpect that we ſhould ſoon be engaged in a war 
It is true, few of thoſe gentlemen lately promoted 


will, I believe, be brought upon the eſtabliſnment 


as generals, and therefore it is to be hoped, that 
promotion will not increaſe the public expence; 
but it is, as I have ſaid, a convincing argument 
that we are at preſent in a ſtate of perfect ſecurity, 
as well as tranquillity; and therefore it is the moſt 
proper time for us to begin to inquire into all out 
public accounts, in order to reduce the public cu. 
pence as low as poſſible: and as our navy ought 
always to be the firſt and principal concern of the 


Parliaments of Great-Britain, I ſhall beg leave, Sir, 


to move that, c.“ (as before- mentioned. ) 
To this it was anſwered in ſubſtance thus, viz. 


+ Sir, I ſhall. not nom take up your time with 
diſpute about the ancient uſage or method of pro- 
ceeding in Parliament, but it there ever was any 
ſuch method of proceeding as that mentioned by 
the, honourable gentleman who has made you this 
motion, it is certain, that no ſuch method has 
been followed for many years; and as no cuſtom 
or uſage once eſtabliſhed, is ever laid aſide, with- 


out ſome good reaſons for ſo doing, if there ever 


was any, ſuch method eſtabliſhed, we are to pre- 
fume that it was found to be inconvenient or un- 
neceſſar 57 otherwiſe i it had never been difcontinu- 
ed for ſo many years, This, Sir, of itſelf, is a 
ſufficient realon for our not reaſſuming that cuſtom, 
unleſs it could, be ſhewn that the public has ſuffered 
by its being laid aſide; but there is this farther 
reaſon, that our reviving ſuch an old cuſtom upon 
the. preſent occaſion, or coming into any method 
that may ſeem extraordinary, would give the alarm 
ta 
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to the whole nation, and would make people 
ſuſpect that ſome very great frauds have been late- 
ly committed in the management of the public 
« treaſure ; and I cannot think it proper, or con- 
« ſiſtent with that duty and reſpect we owe to his 
«* Majeſty, to give the people any ſuch alarm, when 


there is nor, I believe, the leaſt foundation for any 


« ſuch ſuſpicion, 

Perhaps there may have been ſome new articles 
lately brought into ſome of our eſtimates, but I do 
not remember any that are very conſiderable ; and, 
ſo far as I remember, there never was one new ar- 
* ticle brought in, but what appeared at firſt view, 
* and without any particular inquiry, to be abſolute- 
© ly neceſſary for the public ſervice. The honoura- 
ble gentleman ſeems to think it impoſſible to deter- 
* mine, from a bare peruſal of the eſtimates at our 
table, that the articles of expence mentioned in 
them are all neceſſary, and that no one article has 
© been over-charged ; but I cannot be of his opinion; 
© for I never could obſerve any myſtery either in the 
* eſtimate of the navy, or in any of the other eſti- 
© mates laid before Parliament: The articles are all 
well known, and the charge upon each is likewiſe 
+ known, becaule it never exceeds what it was in the 
preceding year, without ſome public and manifeſt 
* reaſon for the additional charge upon that article; 
therefore, in my opinion, any gentleman may ſuf- 
ficiently ſatisfy himſelf about every article by a bare 
* perufal at the table; but if, upon ſuch peruſal 
© any doubt ſhould ariſe, or if he ſhould want a little 
© farther information, there are always in the com- 
* mittee of ſupply a great many gentlemen who 
* are able and willing to explain all his doubts, and 
to give him as much information as he can with 
any reaſon deſire; ſo that there never can be a ne- 
* ceflity for our referring any eſtimate to a {elect 
committee. 8 
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FTyhe eſtimates yearly laid before Parliament, have 
always contained the whole charge neceſſary for the 
* ſervice of the enſumg year, ſo far as could be 
« foreſcen and determined, when thoſe eſtimates were 
« drawn up; but as it is impoſſible to foreſee all the 
« accidents that may happen in the courſe of a year, 
therefore the government rnay ſometimes be necel- 
ſarily obliged to increaſe the public charge, beyond 
what was contained intheeſtimatelaid before the pre- 
ceding ſeſſion of Parliament: This is an inconvenience 
proceeding from the weakneſs of human foreſight, 
and this inconvenience cannot, I. am ſure, be re- 
moved by referring any eſtimate to a ſelect com- 
mittee of Parliament; for it is impoſſible to ſup- 
poſe, that any committee can foreſee every thing 
that may happen in the courſe of a year; nay, 
it is not to be preſumed, that they can foreſce 
things as fully and clearly as thoſe who are imme- 
« diately concerned in the adminiſtration, under 
« whole direction the eſtimates are generally drawn 
up; and if, by future accidents, it ſhould be found 
neceſſary to increale the public charge beyond what 
Vas at firſt propoſed, an account of the additio- 
nal charge certainly ought to be, and I believe, has 
always hitherto been laid before Parliament, as ſoon 
as any ſuch account could be regularly made up. 
This was the caſe with reſpect to the navy debt 
lately contracted, ſo that its remaining ſo long un- 
« fatished, could not be owing to the eſtimates or 
accounts not being referred to a ſelect committee, 
but to the inability the nation was under of provi- 
0 ding for it out of the grants of any ſucceeding, year. 

I ſhall grant, Sir, that the load of debts this 
nation labours under at preſent, is very great, but 

* we ought to bear it with the more chearfulneſs, 
* when we conſider, that the whole was contracted 
in defence of our religion, in defence of the liber- 
* ties of this nation, and in defence of the liberties of 
Europe; and ſurely no man will grudge contribu- 

ting 
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« ting a ſmall part of his yearly revenue towards pay- 
ing the principal and intereſt, when he conſiders, 
that if it had not been for that debt, he would have 
had no certain property, nor any certain revenue 
now coming in. But this debt, great as it is, was 
all contracted in purſuance of eſtimates yearly deli- 
vered into Parliament, no one of which was ever 
referred to a ſelect committee; and yet it cannot 
be alledged, that the ſmalleſt part of this debt was 
unneceſſarily contracted, or that the public was 
in the leaſt defrauded by any of thoſe eſtimates. I 
ſhall likewiſe grant, that we ought to look nar- 
rowly into all accounts and eſtimates that are laid 
before us, but when thoſe accounts and eſtimates 
are plain and eaſy, this may be done without ſend- 
ing any of them to a ſelect committee; and let a 
private gentleman's eſtate be never ſo much mort- 
gaged, I ſhould have no opinion of his ability or 
prudence, if he called all his friends to his aſſiſt- 
ance, and ſat half a year poring over an account, 
which a ſchool- boy might fully examine and tho- 
roughly underſtand in half an hour. 

As for new offices, officers, or ſalaries, I have 
not heard of any lately erected, and if any of them 
ſhould ever appear in the eſtimates delivered into 
this houſe, it will then be time enough to inquire 
particularly into them; but as for the late promo- 
tion of general officers, I hope no gentleman will 
find the leaſt fault with it; both becauſe there was 
no additional expence thereby brought upon the 
nation; and becauſe it was abſolutely neceſſary to 
give our officers that rank, which their brave and 
long ſervices have intitled them to, in order that 
they may be upon an equal footing with their co- 
temporaries, in the ſervice of thoſe foreign powers 
with whom we are in alliance; otherwile, in caſe 
we ſhould find it neceſſary, to join our forces with 
any foreign power, an officer in the Britiſh ſer- 
vice, by not being promoted ſoon enough to = 
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rank he deſerved, might find himſelf under a ne- 
ceſſity of ſubmitting to be commanded by a foreign 
officer of not near ſo long ſtanding in the army 
for every one Knows, that in detachments from 
confederate armies, the officers generally roll, firſt 
according to their reſpective ranks in the army, and 
next according to the dates of their reſpective 
* commiitions. 

Jo conclude, Sir, if there were any very new 
and extraordinary articles or charges in the eſti- 
mate of the navy now under conſideration, if gen- 
* tlemen could ſhew any myſterious or doubtful ar. 
© ticles in it, which could not be immediately ex- 
* Plajned and fer in a clear light, or could ſtart any 
* objeftions which could not be immediately an{wer- 
ed, there might be ſome reaſon for agreeing to the 
motion now made to us; but as there is no ar- 
* ticle, nor any charge in it, but what is uſual ; 
* no gentleman has pretended to ſhew, that there 1 

any thing doubtful or myſterious in either of the 
articles, or to raiſe ſo much as one objection 
© againſt any of them; I therefore cannot think there 
© is any occaſion for our coming into ſuch an ex- 
* traordinary method, as that of referring it to a ſelect 
committee; and for this reaſon I muſt give my 
8 NegAUVO to the motion.” 
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The reply was to this effect, VIZ, 


© The. honourable gentlemen are much in the 
right, Sir, not to give, themſelves or the houſe the 
trouble of diſputing, whether or no there was 


ever ſuch a cuſtom as that mentioned by the ho- 


* nourable gentleman who made you the motion, for 
* ſuch a queſtton could not bear a diſpute, becauſe it 
* would be immediately determined by referring to 
the journals of the houſe ; it muſt therefore ſtand 
admitted, that there was once ſuch an uſage or 


* method of proceeding eſtabliſhed ; but how it 
came 
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came to be laid afide, is a queſtion of a very diffe- 


rent nature. I ſhall agree, that a cuſtom once e- 
{tabliſhed, is never laid aſide without ſome reaſon ; 
but that reaſon is often very far from being a good 
reaſon : In the preſent caſe, it is to be preſumed, 
that this cuſtom of referring public accounts and 
eſtimates to ſelect committees, was found to be a 
cuſtom very troubleſome and inconvenient for mi- 
niſters ; and this was, I am convinced, the true and 
the only reaſon for its being laid aſide; but this was 
ſo far trom being a good reaſon for laying it aſide, 
that it ought to have been a moſt prevailing reaſon 
for continuing it to this day, and will always be a 
{trong reaſon for re- aſſuming that ancient and lau- 
dable cuſtom. * 

We are told, Sir, that the reviving this ancient 
cuſtom will alarm the nation, and make people 
ſuipect, that ſome very great frauds have been late- 
ly committed in the management of the public 
treaſure : But I am of opinion, that the nation will be 
much more alarmed, at leaſt, I am ſure they will 
have much greater reaſon to be alarmed, it they 
ſee their repreſentatives in Parliament every year 
receiving eſtimates for moſt prodigious ſums of 
money, and granting all the ſums deſired by ſuch 
eſtimatzs, without ever making the leaſt inquiry 
into any one of them ; for in private life it is moſt 
natural to ſuppoſe that a man will be cheated and 
defrauded by his ſtewards and ſervants, 1f he ſhould 
always paſs ſuch accounts as they are pleaſed ta 
bring in, without ever examining into any one z 
and it is not to be ſuppoſed, that the ſervants of the 
public are honeſter, or leſs inclined to pilfer, than 
the ſervants of private men: On the contrary, I 
am apt to believe, that the ſervants of the pub- 
lic are, in all countries, pretty much in that way 
of thinking, which they ſay is eſtabliſhed in China, 
where it is reckoned neither a {in nor a ſhame for 
any man to cheat his neighbour, if that 13 
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bour be ſo weak a man, as to allow himſelf to be 
© cheated. | 

* The duty and reſpect we owe to his Majcſty 
© ought never, Sir, to be brought into any debate in 
* this houſe ; but it was never more improperly 
brought in, than it is now by the gentlemen upon 
the other ſide of the queſtion in this debate; for as 
this houſe is the grand inqueſt of the nation, we 
* ought to inquire for the King, as well as for the peo- 
ple: We are in ſome manner his Majeſty's truſ- 
tees, and ought to take care, that neither he, nor 
© his people be cheated by the ſervants or officers he 
* employs ; and therefore it is inconſiſtent with that 
duty and reſpe& we owe to his Majeſty, to pal; 
© any accounts, or agree to any eſtimates preſented to 
us by his officers or ſervants, till we have ſtrictly 
examined, and are fully ſatisfied of the juſtice and 
truth of every article. 

© The new articles lately introduced into ſome of 
© our eftimates, may not, perhaps, of themſelves be 
© very conſiderable, but the charge upon thoſe arti- 
cles, and the great additional charge upon all the 
« old articles, amount yearly to a very conſiderable 


< fum; and I confeſs, 1 never was fo clear- ſighted as 


© to fee at firſt view, and without any particular in- 
« quiry, that all theſe new charges and additional 
charges, were abſolutely neceſſary for the public 
© ſeryice : The gentlemen ſay, that the ſeveral arti- 
cles in our eſtimates, are all well known, and that 
© the charge upon each is likewiſe known, becauſe 
© it never exceeds what it was in the preceding year, 
* without ſome public and manifeſt reaſon : This, 
Sir, might be ſome ſatisfaction, if any ſtrict in 
quiry had lately been made into any of our eſti- 
mates; but as no inquiry has been made for many 
* years, we do not know but frauds may have been 
introduced ſeveral years ſince, and continued from 
year to year to this very day; therefore it can be 
| nao 
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no ſatisfaction to men, or indeed to any man, who 
has never examined any of thoſe articles, to find 
that they do not exceed the charge upon the ſame 
articles for ſeveral years paſt. But farther, Sir, I 
will take upon me to affirm, that moſt of the arti- 
cles in all our eſtimates, eſpecially that of the na- 
vy, are of ſuch a nature, that it is impoſſible to 
ſay whether they are overcharged or not, without 
examining into them every year: This every man 
muſt be convinced of, who will but look into the 
ſeveral articles of the eſtimate of the navy now 
upon our table : Can any gentleman pretend to de- 
termine how much will be neceſſary for maintain- 
ing ſuperannuated ſea officers, or for paying pen- 
ſions and other allowances, without inquiring year- 
ly into the number and quality of ſuch officers or 
penſions? Can any gentleman pretend to deter- 
mine, how much will be neceſſary for half-pay to 
ſea officers, without inquiring every year into the 
number and rank of ſuch officers ? * It is impoſſi- 


ble; becauſe, by the very nature of the ſervice, 


it muſt vary every year; and moſt of the other 
articles, of the ordinary eſtimate of the navy, will 
be found to be of the ſame nature; therefore I am 
ſurpriſed to hear it ſaid, that the charge upon any 
of theſe articles can be well known to any member 
of this houſe, or that its not exceeding the charge 
upon the ſame article in former years, can be an 
argument for the juſtneſs of the charge in any time 
to come. , | x 

© I have, Sir, many doubts, in which I think I 
ought to be ſatisfied ; I have many queſtions to 
ask, which I think neceſſary for my information, 
in relation to every article of this eſtimate ; but I 
know it would be ridiculous to expect the proper 
ſatisfaction or information, from any gentleman in 


= - 
this houſe, were he never ſo well acquainted with 
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the affairs of the navy, were he never ſo well pre. 
pared for ſatisfying my doubts and anſwering my 
queſtions ; becauſe every article of the eſtimate re. 
fers to a long particular account; every article of 
which ought, in my opinion, to be examined, 
before I, or any other gentleman, can have that 
ſatisfaction, which we ought to have as truſtees, 
both for the King and the People. I could like. 
wife mention ſeveral things, which appear to me 
in a very extraordinary light; but it is impoſſible 
for gentlemen to diſcover the fraud of any article 
in an eſtimate, or to ſtate their objections in any 
nds tr and regular method, without examining 
perſons, papers, and records; which cannot be 
done any other way, but by referring the eſtimate 
to a ſelect committee, with proper powers for that 
purpoſe. If this be done, I ſhall think it worth 
my while to propoſe my doubts and my objecti- 


ons, and to ask ſuch queſtions, as I may think ne- 


ceſſary for my information; and I ſhall be ex- 
tremely glad to find, that the ſuſpicions, I may at 
preſent entertain are without any foundation. This, 
I ſay, would be a great ſatisfaction to me; and] 
am ſure it would be ſo far from giving an alarm, 
that it would give great ſatisfaction to the whole 
nation. 

What was contained in the eſtimates, which have 
of late been yearly laid before us, or whether they 
contained an account of all the annua! charge that 
could be foreſeen, I cannot pretend to determine; 
for there is ſo little ſatisfaction to be got from pe- 
ruſing accounts at our table, that I never give my- 
ſelf the trouble; but this, I can fay, that if they 
contained an account of all the charge rhat was 
then neceſſary, it is ſomething very extraordinary, 
that our foreſight was fo ſhort, as to run above 
100,000/, in debt yearly, upon the article of the 


navy only: This I cannot well believe; and there- 


fore Jam afraid, that theſe eſtimates were made 
« deficient 
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deficient on purpoſe to conceal, for ſome time, from 
the nation, the expence which our meaſures had 
made neceſſary z becauſe, as our navy is a favour- 
able article, it was expected that the Parliament 
would readily agree, without any inquiry, to make 
that deficiency good, whenever it ſhould be thought 
neceſſary to make any application for that purpole. 
Jam likewiſe at a loſs to determine, whether there 
was every year laid before Parliament, an account 
of the deficiency of the grants for the former year, 
with reſpect to our navy; but if ſuch an account 
was regularly laid every year before Parliament, it 
is with me a very ſtrong argument, for referring 
every account and every eſtimate to ſele&t commit- 
tees; for the diſadvantages attending our running 
into a long arrear, are ſo many, and fo evident, 
that I am ſure this houſe would not have allowed 
that arrear to remain ſo long unſatisfied, or to run 
up ſo high, if proper notice had been taken of the 
accounts of that arrear, which, 'tis ſaid, were yearly 
laid upon our table : This ſhews, that moit of the 


gentlemen of this houſe are in the fame caſe with 


me; they expect no manner of ſatisfaction from a 
peruſal of any account at our table, and therefore 
they never give themſelves the trouble to look over 
any of thein, which ſhews the neceſſity of refering 
all ſuch accounts to be examined and conſidered by 
ſelect committees. 
I ſhall not now inquire into the reaſons for con- 
tracting that large debt, under which the nation 
groans at preſent ; but I am convinced, that if the 
ancient method of inquiring into all accounts and 
eſtimates, by ſele& committees, had been conſtant- 
ly obſerved, that debt would never have ariſcn to 
ſo large a ſum, nor would we have found ſo ſmall 
a part of it paid off, in a tract of above twenty 
years profound peace and tranquillity z and the 
great haſte we made in contracting it, and the 
ſlow ſteps we have hitherto made in paying it off, 
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is, I think, another very ſtrong argument for our 
beginning, now ar laſt, to look a little more nar. 
rowly into our affairs, which can be done only by 
reviving that ancient method of proceeding the 
honourable gentleman has now moved for, with 
reſpect to the eſtimate ot the navy for this enſuing 


year. 


What the honourable gentlemen may underſtand 
by myſteries in accounts, I do not know; but to 
me every article in the eſtimate now before us, 
ſeems to be a myſtery, and muſt be a real myſtery 
to every gentleman, who hasnever ſeen the particular 
account to which each article refers. Can any gen- 
tleman pretend to underſtand the very firſt article; 
which is an article of upwards of 28, 000 J. per ann.“ 
without having ever looked into the particular ac- 
count of what is paid for ſalaries and other charges, 
to the Lords commiſſioners of the admiralty, the 
commiſſioners of the navy, the ſecretaries, officers, 
clerks, inſtruments and contingencies relating there- 
ro? Or can any gentleman pretend to ſay, that this 
whole ſum is abſolutely neceſſary, without having 
examined into the buſineſs of that office, in order 
to ſee whether ſuch commiſſioners, ſecretaries, ot- 
ficers, and clerks, are all neceſſary for ſupporting 
the buſineſs of that office, and that ſuch ſalaries are 
neceſſary for ſupporting ſuch officers? Let us look 
into every other article of the eſtimate, and we 
ſhall find the ſame myſtery and the fame doubt in 
every one of them. Therefore, inſtead of our 
not being able to ſhew any article that is myſteri- 
ous and doubtful, I muſt deſire the gentlemen oi 
the other fide of the queſtion, to ſhew me any 
one article that is not myſterious and doubttul ; 
ſpecially conſidering that no inquiry has been made 


into either of the articles, I believe I may lay, 
within the memory of any gentleman now in this 


See Page 228. 
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© I hope, Sir, a negative will not be put upon 
« this queſtion; for if there ſhould, I ſhall be ſorry 
it was ever propoſed. The putting a negative up- 
« on ſuch a queſtion, will certainly give a real and 
« reaſonable alarm to the people of this nation; they 
« will, of courſe, imagine, that there muſt be er- 
© rors, and even frauꝗs, in the eſtimates and accounts 
« delivered into Parliament, . when the very gentle- 
« men who deliver them, or at leaſt thoſe who are 
« principally concerned in the making them up, 
« take care to prevent any inquiry or examination 
into the truth and juſtice of thoſe eſtimates and 
accounts they deliver: Therefore, if gentlemen 
are reſolved to diſagree with the motion, 1 hope, 
for their own ſakes, and for the honour of Parlia- 
ment, they will take the method much practiſed 
« of late, and put the previous queſtion, inſtead of 
putting a negative, upon the queſtion now before 
$ Us. | 


The queſtion being at laſt put upon the motion, 
it was, upon a diviſion, carried in the negative, by 
256 to 135. 

The chief ſpeakers for the motion, were, William 
Pulteney, Eſq, Walter Plummer, Eſq; Samuel San- 
dys, Eſq; Sir John Barnard, and Philip Gyò bon, 
Eſq; and the chief ſpeakers againſt it, were, Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, Horatio Walpole, Eſq; Thomas Win- 


Diviſion, 


Speakers, 


nington, Eſq; Sir William Yonge, and Sir Charles. 


V. ager. 


Immediately after this debate was over, the houſe 
(according to order) reſolved itſelf into a commit- 
tee ef the whole houſe, to conſider farther of the ſup- 
ply granted to his Majeſty, and came to the follow- 
ing reſolutions, without any debate or diviſion; onl 
William S$hippen, Eſq; made a ſhort ſpeech again 
keeping up ſuch a numerous ſtanding army in time 


of peace. 
Vox. XIII. T The 


Reſolutions 


with reſpect 


to the axmy. 


1 
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The reſolutions were as follow, viz. 

I. That the number of effective men, to be pro. 
vided for guards and garriſons in Great Britain, and 
for Guernſey and Jerſey, for the year 1736, ſhould 
be (including 1815 invalids, and 555 men, which 
the ſix independent companies conſiſt of, for the ſer- 
vice of the Highlands) 17,704 men, commiſſion and 
non-commiſſion officers included. 

2. That a ſum, not exceeding 649, 270 l. 25. ſhoull 
be granted to his Majeſty, for detray ing the charge 


of the ſaid 17,704 men for guards and garriſons, and 
other his Majeſty's land forces in Great Britain, Guern. 


ſey and Fer/ey, for the year 1736. 


3. That a ſum, not exceeding 216, 228 J. 105. and 


11 d. ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, for maintain. 


ing his Majeſty's forces and garriſons in the planta- 


tions, Minorca and Gibraltar, for the year 1736. 


Motion for 
a reduction. 


4. That a ſum, not exceeding 71441. 15. 114. 
farthing, ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, for de- 
traying ſeveral extraordinary expences and ſervices, 
incurred anno 1735, and not provided for by Par- 
lament. 

Theſe reſolutions were agreed to by the houſe the 
next day; and, as ſoon as they were agreed to, 
motion was made, * That an humble addreſs ſhould 
be preſented to his Majeſty, to acquaint him with 
© the readineſs, wherewith his faithſul Commons had 
agreed to the continuance of the extraordinary ex. 
« pence, which he had thought neceſſary in the pre- 
ſent juncture; in which reſolution they had con- 
« curred with the greater chearfulneſs and willingneſs, 
as a ſuitable and grateful return to his royal goot- 
neſs, in ordering ſo conſiderable a reduction of his 


© forces, both by ſea and land, as ſoon as the pre- 


« ſent poſture of affairs would permit; and in full 
confidence that it was his royal intention, as ſoon 
as there ſhould be a more perfect reconciliation 
among the ſeveral powers of Europe, to make ſuch 
* farther reduction of his forces, as might * 
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« ſiſtent with the ſecurity and dignity of his Majeſty's 
royal perſon and government, and with our pre- 
« ſent happy conſtitution ; not doubting, but that 
from his fatherly compaſſion to his people, he | 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to direct, that what- q 
ever land forces ſhould thereafter be thought neceſ- i 
« ſary, ſhould be eſtabliſhed in ſuch a manner, as | 
« ſhould make the ſaving more ſenſible, and the fu- 
ture burden leſs grievous to the nation.” 

This motion occaſioned another long debate, in 
which, beſides the gentlemen who ſpoke for the laſt 
mentioned motion, Fohn Pitt, Eſq; and the Lord 
Polwarth ſpoke for this motion; and, beſides the 
gentlemen who ſpoke againſt the laſt mentioned mo- 
tion, Colonel Bladen, John Conduit, Eſq; and ſome 
others, ſpoke againſt this: And the queſtion being 
at laſt put, it was carried in the negative, without a 
diviſion. 


HE ſame day, viz. on Thurſday the 29th of Genie 
January, was preſented to the houſe the fol- boſpital re- 
lowing report of the proceedings of the commiſſio- che 
ners of the royal hoſpital for ſeamen at Greenwich, 
purſuant to an act of Parliament of the eighth year 
of his preſent Majeſty, intitled, An act for the 
* application of the rents and profits of the eſtates 


* Derwentwater, and Charles Radcliffe, viz. 


* To the honourable the Commons of Great Britain, in 
Parliament aſſembled, 


IN obedience to the directions of an act paſſed 
JI in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, intitled, An 
« aft for the application of the rents and profits of the 
« eftates forfeited by the attainders of James late Earl 
© of Derwentwater, and Charles Radcliffe ; requir- 
© ing the commiſſioners or governors of the royal 
* hoſpital for ſeamen at Greenwich, to contract and 
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agree with able and ſufficient tradeſmen, artificers, 
or other perſons, for finiſhing and completing the 
ſaid royal hoſpital, in a workman-like and ſub- 
ſtantial manner, on the eaſieſt and moſt reaſonable 
terms, according to the plan laid before the houſe 
of Commons in the ſaid ſeſſion of Parliament; and 


to lay their proceedings therein, with their annua] 


accounts, before his Majeſty and both houſcs ot 
Parliament reſpectively. 


The commiſſioners and governors of the {aid 


hoſpital do humbly report, as follows. 

© There has been received from the Exchequer the 
ſum of 5182 J. 13 5. being the arrears remainin 
there of the rents of the eſtate; which ſum has been 
inveſted in bank annuities, at 3 /. per cent. until 
there ſhall be occaſion to diſpoſe of the ſame, pur- 
ſuant to the purpoſes of the act of Parliament. 
There has been likewiſe received, out of the rents 
of the eſtate, the ſum of 2178 J. 13 5. 1 4. 4 
As to their proceedings in carrying on the 
building, the foundations of Queen Mary's court 
are in a great meaſure laid, and the walls of the 
chapel and kitchen are carried up to the top of the 
plinth, which 1s, to the cells of the windows of the 
baſe ſtory, the expence of which has amounted to 
1089 J. 155. 44. 


By order of the commiſſioners, 


« Tho. Corbet. 


\ S the /inking fund is now a frequent topic of 


converſation; and as every man in the nation 
ho has any property, or pays any taxes, or pur- 


chaſes any ſtrang beer, ſmall beer, brandy, or any 
other neceſſaries of life, upon which taxes are paid, 
is very much intereſted in the regular and faithful 
application of that fund, to the uſes for which it was 
deſigned, we ſhall here inſert the accounts of that 


fund, 


c wh oe. iuiboccoco wwithin.ghs fol wear ended at Lady- 
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fund, which were delivered into Parliament on Sa- 
turday the 31ſt of January laſt, biz. 


The excels or ſurplus of the ſeveral duties, revenues, 
and incomes, commonly called the aggregate fund, 
eftabliſhed by ſeveral afts of Parliament of the gd, 
th, and 6th years of his late Majeſty's reign, for 
anſwering the payments therein expreſſed, VIZ. 


year ended at Lady- 


rein enumerated, viz. 


Exchequer within-the half 


I735, on the particular branches he 


day, 
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DEBTOR. 


' Houſe money, firſt granted 
7th of Will. R. — 
Two 3ds tonnage and poundage 
Arrears of the duties on cof- 
fee, tea, and chocolate, before 
the 24th of June, 1724, and the 
duties on nutmegs, cinnamon, 
cloves, mace, pictures, and muſ- 
lins — 
Arrears of the increaſed du- 
ties on coffee, tea, and choco- 
late, before the 24th of Juue, 17 24, 
and the duties on nutmegs, cin- 
namon, cloves, mace, and pic- 
tures * 0 
A moiety of the inland duty 
of 25, per lb. on coffee ſince 
24th June, 1724 
Ditto — of 45s. per Ib. on 
tea ſince ditto ä 
The inland duty of 1s. 64. 
per Ib. on chocolate fince ditto 
Farther rates on white cali- 
coes, China wares and drugs 
Half ſubſidy of tonnage and 
poundage ——— 
Surplus of the other moiety 
above 80,0001, per annum for 
annuities 


T 3 


. 8 


52,386 13 4 
42,140 5 O 


505 11 3 


2,317 14 6 


11,820 16 10 
25,595 9 of 
$3770 19 52 
2,689 19 1 
15,655 16 9 


158,859 5 37 
Addi- 
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DEBTOR. 


Additional duties on French 
wines and merchandizes 
Plantation duties 
Duties on hops 
Duties on brandy 
Surplus of gd. exciſe grant - 
ed for 99 years — 
Ditto, of the 5ths of 94. 
exciſe 
Ditto, of aha 3700 l. per 
"Di exciſe 


* 


Ditto, of the revenues in 
annuity acts, 4th, 5th, and 6th 
Anne 

Ditto, of the fund for the 
lottery, 1710 

Public monies brought into 
the Exchequer after Michael- 
mas, 1715, appropriated by an 
act of 1ſt George I. Page 301, 
vin. — 


P, Duty on foreign ſail- cloth 


To the duty of 3d. per barrel exciſe, 
and the additional duty on pepper and 
al. ariſen Michaelmas, 17 34, and reſt- 


ſu 


81,000/. per annum, granted anno 1710, 
computed to that tine — 


. 


5,266 4 8 
693 13 10 
1,917 13 9. 
$721 13 8 


22,442 © 9 


8,228 14 


ho 


13,307 17 4: 


| * Lady-Day, 1735, over and above 
cient to ſatisfy the annuities of 


67,700 8 8; 
21 
136 6 1 
26,399 7 11 
336,539 7 6. 
The 
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The exceſs or ſurplus of the ſeveral duties, revenues, 
and incomes commonly called the aggregate fund, 
et abliſhed by ſrveral acts of Parliament of the 3d, 
5th, and 6th years of his late Majeſty's reign, for 
anſwering the payments therein expreſſed, v1z. 


CREDITOR. 


By payments charged on the. aggre- 
gate fund, by acts of Parliament, viz. 

By the Bank of England, on their an- 
nuity of 60,000/, (being the remainder 
of So, oc. per annum, for cancelling 
two millions of Exchequer bills) for the 
half year ended at Lady- Day, 17 35, pur- 
ſuant to the act of 11 George I. Page 
213, and 2d George II. Page 81... — 

By the South-Seza company to diſcharge 
annuities at 4 per cent, on the principal 
ſum of 393,645“. 8s. to which the ſum 
of 481,700/. ſubſcribed into their capital, 
is reduced, by abating from the ſame 
48,05 4l. 12s. for a proportional part 
of 4,500,000/, repaid to the ſaid com- 
pany, for redeeming ſo much of their 
capital, and the annuities attending the 
ſame, being the remainder of 500, oool. 
contributed on the firſt lottery, 1719, 
for the half year ended at Lady- Day, 
1735 ; 

Towards the expence of his Majeſty's 
civil government, for the half year end- 
ed at Lady- Day, 1735, by the act 1ft 
George II. Page 8 

By the South-Sea company to diſ- 
charge annuities at 4 per cent. on the 
principal ſum of 751,911/. 16s. 14. to 
which the ſum of 843,702/. 1s. 8d. 
ſubſcribed into their capital, is reduced, 
by abating from the ſame 91,790/. 55s. 
7d. for a proportional part of 4,500,000/. 
repaid to the ſaid company, for redeem- 
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ing ſo much of their whole capital, and 
the annuities attending the ſame, being 
the remainder of 1, 9, oco l. contribu- 
ted for annuities anno 1715, for the half 
year ended at Lady-day, 1735 15,038 4 8: Ss: 
By the officers of the Excheguer- bill | 
office, on their ſalaries, for the half year 
ended at Lady-day, 17 35 —— = 325 © © 
By the uſher of the Exchequer for ne- 
ceſſaries — — 58 16 2; 
By the South-Sza company, and the 
governor and company of the Bank of 
England, claiming under them, for the 
half year ended at Lady-day, 1735, on 
527 l. 115. 9d. half-penny per annum, 
being ſuch part of 10,516/. 15, 7 d. per 
annum, reſidue of 12,000 J. per annum, 
allowed them for charges of management 
on fubſcriptions by the act 6th of Geo. I. 
as is chargeable on this fund 
By the united company of merchants * 
of England, trading to the Ea/t- Indies, 
on their reduced annuity of 128,000 /. | 7 
payable to them from Michaelmas, 17 30, 
being after the rate of 4 /. ber cent. per 
annum on the ſaid company's capital of 
. 3,200,000 J. for the half year ended at 
Lady- day, 17 35, purſuant to the act 3d 
of * II. Page 452 — 


nr 


1 


The money ariſen at the 


263 15 101 


64,000 o © 


— — — — 


177558 14 11 


By the exceſs or ſurplus which at or 
before Lady-day, 17.35, did ariſe by the 
duties compoling the aggregate fund 
per cuntru (over and above all the monies 
then due, or payable to diſcharge the ſe- 
veral annuities and other allowances and 
payments directed by acts of parliament 
to be ſatisfied out of the fame) which ex- 

| ceſs or furplus is carried to the ſinking 
| you — — A 12 7. 
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The exceſs or ſurplus of ſuch duties or revenues, (part of the 
South-Sea fund) as were eſtabliſhed by att of Parliament 
of the third and fifth year of his late Majeſty's reign, for 


anſwering payments to the South-Sea company and others; 


which exceſs or ſurplus is here ſlated at Lady-day, 1735. 


VIZ. 


DEBTOR. * 
25 For impoſt on wines and vi- a 
2 2 © | negar 60,164 1 2 
5 - | Impoſt on tobacco 36,008 13 12 
EY & | Impoſt on Eaft-India goods 47,594 1 3 
EZ) Additional impoſitions 15,798 0 10 
way Additional whale-hns —— 2,152 15 01 
8 8 2 Duty on candles ſince the Iſt 
Ee | of May, 1715 — 38,913 14 51 
2 83 Apprent. duty ſince ditto — 2,054 © 5 
Re — 0 — 


202,685 6 4 


n * 


The exceſs or ſurplus of ſuch duties or revenues, (part of the 
South-Sea fund) as were eſtabliſhed by act « Parliament 
of the third and fifth years of his late Majeſty's reign, for 
anſwering payments to the South-Sea company and others, 

which exceſs or ſurplus is here ſtated at Lady-day, 1735, 


VIZ, 


CREDITOR. 1 
By the South Sen company, to diſ- 


charge annuities at 41. per cent. on the 
principal ſum of 8,912,0531. 8 s. 8 d. 
half-penny, to which their original ca- 
pital of 10,000,000 /. is reduced, by 
abating from the ſame 1,087,946/. 11s. 
and 3d. half-penny, for a proportional 
part of 4,500,000 J. repaid to the ſaid 
company, for redeeming ſo much of 
their whole capital, and the annuities at- 
tending the ſame, and is from the half 
year ended at Lady-day, 1735 — 178,241 1 4% 
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CREDIT OR. . 


By ditto company on 71291. 125. 

11 d. per annum, for charges of manage- 

ment, to which their allowance of 8000 /. 
per annum was reduced, on re-payment 

to the ſaid company of 4, 500, ooo J. as 

aforeſaid, and is for the half year ended 
at Lady-Day, 1735 


J. 


— 3,564 16 51 


By the exceſs or ſurplus which at, or 
before Lady-Day 1735, did ariſe by the + 
rates, duties, impoſitions and revenues, per 
contra, over and above ſufficient to ſatisfy 
all payments chargeable thereupon ; which 


exceſs or ſurplus is carried to the ſinking 
fund — 


— 


181,805 17 10 


- 20,879 8 6 


— — <0 ——— — 


202,085 6 4 


— — 


The * at the Exchequer of the duties and revenues 


which by an a of 3d George I. p. 303, were charged 


towards making good a general yearly fund of 724,849], 
6s. 10d. f. with the deficiency thereof, and the overy(u, 
of the ſame general fund, ſtated at Lady-Day 17 35. whic) 
overplus ariſeth over and above all the monies, which thai 
or before became due or payable, according to ſubſequent atiz, 


_ out of the ſaid duties, revenues, or general fund. 


DEBTOR. I. . d. 


242 ALS * 3 on 

3 goods export- 

2 * 8 4 16,862 10 21 

2538278 = Two ſhil- ; 

38. e lings per chal- 

8288 5 3 | ron on coals 27,912 15 3; 
_ S2 . dditi ] 

8dr Additiona | 

SY EN An | duty on can- 

— dles —— 38,915 14 6 


83,091 


To 


d. 


13. 


1 


$64 _ a ww eo 


within the half year ended at Lady-Day, 1735. in part 


IT, monev ariſen at the Exchequer, 1 


36. 


d. 


[Q 


91 


o 


A. 1736. DEU E. 


per lb. on tea 25,565 9g 017 
Hereditary exciſe, payable out of 
37001. per week bankers annuit. 19,927 17 9 


325,106. 3 84 


DEBTOR. 4d „ 4 
: Hackney- 
: coaches and 
© | « | chairs 3,589 3 11+ 
- |>| Newſtamp 
" | & / duties 6,001 6 
d |S y 7001. per : 79,758 16 10 
week lottery- 
Je money 17,500 © o 
: Duty on 
? | « Chidesandskins 52,668 8 44 
558 Duty on | 
5.15) ſoap — ,170 
1 3 du- E - 67,019 10 © 
2203 ties on paper 7,849 o 8 
"oy 97 Additional | 
£7| [duty on hides 30,182 4 2 
FR Duty on wire 
eis [and ſtarch 5,459 18 75 
Policies of 
4s inſurance — 1,680 10 
; 1 r 5 \74708 19 1! 
5 J ſof the duty of | 
* [D |25s. per lb. on 
E coffee 11,820 16 10 
a | Ditto 4s. | 
: 
© 


To the complement for completing 
the general fund of 724, 849 J. 6s. 10d. 
half-penny per annum, for the half year 
ended at Lady-day, 1735, to be made 
zood by Parliament — — 35,318 9 87 


362,424 13 5 


The 


by 
0 
; 
8. 


— — UKw9œQyœ.＋ —x—ꝛ—ꝛ—ꝛ — 


= 
— Va 
rr 


r.. 277272 OPT Ont nr nn Dt 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 17; 


The produce at the Exchequer of the duties, and reven, 
which, by an act of the 3d of George I. page 303, wy, 
charged towards making good a general yearly fund of 
724, 849 J. 6s. 10d. 4 with the deficiency thereof, an 
the overplus of the ſame general fund, flated at Lady-day, 
1735 ; which overplus ariſeth over and above all the n. 
nies, which then, or before, became due or payable, ac. 
cording to ſubſequent acts, out of the ſaid duties, revenu 


or general fund. | 
CREDITOR. 


By payments charged on the general fund 


buy acts of Parliament, vx. 

By the South-Sea comp ny to diſcharge 
annuities at 4/. per cent. on the princi- 
pal ſum of 7, 423, 108 J. 45. 10d. half- 
penny, to which the ſum of 8, 329, 2910. 
25. 14. ſubſcribed into their capital, is 
reduced, by abating from the ſame 
906, 1821. 7 s. 2d. half- penny, for a pro- 
portional part of the ſum of 4,500,000 /. 
repaid to the ſaid company, for redeem- 
ing ſo much of their whole capital, and 
the annuities attending the ſame, being 
the remainder of , 5 34, 357. 13s. 11d. 
three farthings, to which the proprietors 
of certain orders in the four lotteries, 
1711 and 1712, and the debt due to cer- 
tain bankers and others, were entitled 
for the half year ended Lady day, 1735 

By ditto company to diſcharge annui— 
ties at 4/. per cent. on the principal 
ſum of 667, 1171. 15s. 7d. to which 
the ſum of 748,555 J. 195. 5 d. ſub- 
ſcribed into their capital, is reduced, by 
abating from the ſame 81, 430 J. 175. 


10d. for a proportional part of the ſum 


of 4,500,000/. repaid to the ſaid com- 
pany for redeeming ſo much of their 
whole capital, and the annuities attend- 
ing the ſame (being the remainder of 


947,514 J. 75. 8d.) to which the pro- 
prietors of certain tallies of ſol. were 


intitled 


148,462 3 6 


A. J 


intith 


A. 1736. DEBATES, 
6, CREDITOR. L 


intitled, that were ſtruck at the Fxche- 
quer, to make good ſundry deficiences, 
anno 1716, for the half year ended Lady- 
Ind day, 1735 : 
By ditto company to diſcharge annui- 
ties at 4 J. per cent, on the principal 
ſum of 1,079,0041. 185. 3d. balf-pen- 
ny, to which the ſum of 1,210,792 7. 
135. 8d. ſubſcribed into their capital ; 
iz reduced, by abating from the ſame : 
4 131,727. 158. 4d. half-penny, for a pro- 
; portional part of the ſum of 4,500,000. | 
repaid to the ſaid company for redeeming, 4 
ſo much of their whole capital, and the 
annuities attending the ſame, being the 
remainder of 1,603,987 J. 8 s. 14. half- 
penny, to which the proprietors of cer- 
tain army debentures made forth to the 
21ſt of March, 1719, were intitled for 
the half year ended Lady-day, 1735 — 21,581 5 11; 
By ditto company to diſcharge annui- 
ties of 41, per cent, on the principal 
ſum of 96,0741. 9s. 94. half-penny, to 
which the ſum of 107, 8021. 175. 4d. 
ſubſcribed into their capital is reduced, 
by abating from the ſame 11,7 281 75. 6d. 
half-penny, for a proportional part of 
the ſum of 4,500,000. repaid to the 
ſaid company for receeming ſo much of 
their whole capital, and the annuities 
6 attending the fame, being the remainder 
| of 110, 3121. 75s. 4d. to which the pro- 
prietors of certain tallies of Sol. were 
ntitled, that were ſtruck for the ſervice 
of the navy, and the victualling there- 
of, for the half year ended at Lady-day, 
1735 1,9219 9: 
By ditto company, and the governor 
and company of the bank of England | — 
claiming under them, for the half year 


ended at Lady-day, 1735, on 4267 J. 


13,342 6 10 


45. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1736, A 


CREDITOR. 


4s. 8d. half-penny per ann. being ſuch 
part of 10, 5 16“. 1s. 7d. per ann. re- 
ſidue of 12,000/, per annum, allowed 
them for charges of management on ſut - 
ſcription by the act 6 Geo. I. as is 
chargeable on this fund — 

By the ſufferers of Nevis and St. Chriſ- 
topher's, for annuities at the rate of 
31. per cent, and upon the principal 
ſum of 37, 821“. 5s. 1d. farthing, reſi- 
due of 141, 93“. 155. 1d. farthing, con- 
tained in orders of debentures made forth 
by the commiſſioners for affairs of trade 
and plantations for the half year ended 


at Lady-Day, 1735 


— — 


J. 3 


2,133 12 4 


567 ob 4 


Balance is the overplus, which at, or 
before Lady-Day, 17 35, did ariſe by the 
ſaid general fund in this half year, 
(when the ſum of 37,318/. gs. 84. 
three farthings per contra, ſhall be made 
good by Parliament) over and above ſuf- 
ficient to ſatisfy all annuities and other 
ſums due or payable out of the ſame, 
which exceſs or ſurplus is carried to the 
ſinking fund — — 


—— — ñ —3: u— 


188,008 04 9: 


174,416 08 7; 
362,424 13 5 


Thi 


_ 
— 
TY 


4 
—— 


Thi 


The Exchequer to the ſinking fund. 


DEBTOR. 


To ſurplus money unapplied at Mi- 
chaelmas, 1734, a8 per account, for the 
half year then ended e 

To ſurplus money ariſen in the half 
year ended at Lady-Day, 1735, viz. 
Surplus of the aggregate K-44 
fund, as per account — 158,980 12 72 
Nos of the South-ſea "_ 1 
company's fund, as per 
account — 20,879 08 6 
Surplus of the general | 
fund, when the ſum of 
37,3181. 95. 8d. three 
farthings, being the com- 
plement to 362,424/.1 35, 

54, all be made good, 
as per account 


174,416 08 7+ 


A.1730. DEBATES. 


37557 13 4 


354.276 09 94 


391,834 03 14 


The 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1734. 


The Exchequer to the Sinking-fund. per contra, 
CREDITOR. U 


J. 


By caſh taken in full of the ſum of 
1, 200, ooo. for, or towards the ſupply 
granted to his Majeſty for the ſervice of 


the year 17 34, purſuant to the act 7th 
Geo. II. Page 264 


By remains at Lady-day, viz. 


Surplus of the aggre- 

gate fung — 134,716 11 114 
Surplus of the South- 

Sea company's fund — 4,073 18 101 
Surplus of the general = 


fund, when the ſum of 
37,3181. 98. 8d. three 
farthings, the deficiency 
thereof in this half year, 
ſhall be made good by 
Parliament? — 133,643 19 33 


273,034 10 


a. 


—— 118,799 12 11! 


2 


- 


391,834 03 


——5———— — — 


This being the five and twentieth half yearly account 
made up, purſuant to the act of gth Ges. I. Page 367, is 
humbly preſented the 31ſt day of Tanuary, 1735, by me 


T* 


The 


„„ coat r 7 the 


— 


A. 1736. DE BAT E S. 


6, ; 
The excels or ſurplus of the ſeveral duties, revenues, 4 
and incomes, commonly called the aggregate fund, 
eſtabliſhed by ſeveral acts of Parliament of the gd, 
5th, and 6th years of his late Majeſty's reign, for 
anſwering the payments therein expreſſed, viz. | 
Rr ra - | 
! 2 ouſe money, firſt granted | ö 
- (1th of Will. R. 49,276 10 4 ; 
8 Two 3ds tonnage and poundage 60,250 17 3 
8 Arrears of the duties on coffee, E 
f tea, and chocolate, before the 24th _ ; 
"| of Fune, 1724, and the duties on : 1 
8 nutmegs, cinnamon, cloves, mace, 
S pictures, and muſlins ä 815 7 9 
N Arrears of the increaſed duties on | 
S coffee, tea, and chocolate, before 
5.8 | the 24th of June, 1724, and the 
* duties on nutmegs, cinnamon, - 
3 cloves, mace, and pictures 10,454 18 6 
; 5 5 | A moiety of the inland duty 
*. a 8 of 25, per Ib. on coffee ſince | 
4 9. |the 24th June, 1724 13,629 1 10 
5 — 5 Ditto —- of 45s. per lb. on 
2 5 tea ſince ditto — 35,471 18 8 
8 28 The inland duty of 15. 64. 
15 22 | - 1 
i ber 1b. on chocolate ſince ditto 9990 8 71 
ö 2 Farther rates on white cali- 
Z 5 | coes, china wares, and drugs 1,582 0 3 
8 d Half ſubſidy of tonnage and 
N 


poundage — — 58,018 10 8 
Surplus of the other moiety above 
80,0001. per annum, for annuities 12,716 19 5 
Additional duties on French 
wines and merchandizes —— 11,328 7 3x 
Plantation duties 240 19 8 
Duties on hops — 35,412 10 41 
4 
6 


* jos 


particular branches 
[I 


Duties on brandy 11,870 2 
Surplus of the 9d. exciſe grant- 

ed for 99 years — 33.261 16 
Ditto, of the 3ths d. exciſe 11,408 14 2 
Ditto, of the *ths 9d. exciſe. 18,061 10 8 
Ditto, of the 3700 l. per week 


exciſe — — 20 707 1 42 
vel If. Jute 


The money ariſen at the Zxc/:g 
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within the half ; 


he particular 


at Mic haelmas, 17 35, on t 


ed 


year end 


The money ariſen at che Exchequer 
branches herein enumerated, viz. 


PARLIAMENTARY 
DEBTOR. 


nuity acts, 4th, 5th, and 6th 


ne 

Ditto, of the fund for the 

lottery, 1710 — 
Public monies brought into 

the Exchequer after Michael- 

mas, 1715, appropriated by an 

act of 1ſt George I. Page 301, 


. 


| anno 1729 
Ditto, of the 12th, 25. aid, 


vix. 
Duty on foreign ſail-cloth 
Arrears of the 10th, 25. aid, 

anno 1726 
Ditto, of the 1oth, 3s. aid, 

anno 1728 
Ditto, of the 11th, 3s. aid, 


— — — 
— — — 


— 


anno 1731 


— 


— — — 


Ditto, of the 1ſt, 15. aid, 
ann 1732 


A. 1736, 


GB d. 


Surplus of the revenues in an- 


127,385 15 10 
32,296 17 9; 


262 12 10 
1,854 18 10! 


141 410 


1,058 18 11 


6,544 1 8; 
9,599 5 7; 


To the duty of 34. per barrel exciſe, 


and the additional duty on pepper, E& al. 


6 


$68,172 4 6; 


ariſen ſince Lach- day, 17 34, and reſting 
at Michaelmas — 1735, over and 
y 


above ſufficient to ſat 
81,000). per annum, granted anno 17 10, 
computed to that time = 


— 


\ 
31 


the annuities of 


27,163.12 1 


5954335 16 8 


b. 41736: DEBATES. 


The exceſs or ſurplus of the ſeveral duties, revenues, 
and incomes commonly called the aggregate fund, 


eſtabliſbed by ſeveral atis of Parliament of the 24; 
0 5th, and 6th years of bis late Majeſty's reign, for 
anſwering the payments therein expreſſed, viz. 


CREDITOR. „ 4 


By payments charged on the aggre- | 
« gate fund, by acts of Parliament, viz, [ 
By the Bank of England, on their an- i 
nuity of G0, oool. (being the remainder ; 
of So, oool. per annum, for cancelling 
two millions of Excheguer bills) for tbe 
half year ended at Michaelmas, 17 35, pur- 
ſuant to the act of 2d George I. Page | 
213, and 2d George II. Page 81... 30,000 00 o 
By the South-Sea company to diſ- 
charge annuities at 4 per cent, on the 
81 principal ſum of 393,645. 8s. to which 
: the ſum of 441, 700 l. ſubſcribed into 
their capital is reduced, by abating 
from the ſame 48,054/. 125. for a pro- 
G1 portional part of 4,500,000/. repaid to 
the ſaid company, for redeeming ſo much 
of their whole capital, and the annuities 
attending the ſame, being the remainder 
of 500,0001. contributed on the firſt lot- 
tery, 1719, for the half year ended Mi- 
chaelmas, 1735 — 
Towards the expence of his Majeſty's 
civil government, for the half year end- 
ed at Michaelmas, 17 35, by the act iſt 
George II. Page 8 ——— — 60,000 00 © 
By the South-Sza company to diſ- 
charge annuities at 4 per cent. on the 
principal ſum of 751,911/. 16s, 1d. to 
which the ſum of 843,702/. 1s. 8d. 
ſubſcribed into their capital, is reduced, 
The by abating from the ſame 91,790l. 55. 
| 74. tor a proportional part of 4,500, oool. 
repaid to the ſaid company, for redeem- 
ing ſo much of their whole capital, and 
the annnities attending the fame, being 
U 2 the 


— 
— — =, wes MI. 2 
„ 8 


7,872 18 1; 


— 
SS — 


11 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1736. 


CREDIT OR. 


the remainder of 1, 09, ooo l. contribu- 
ted for annuities anno 1715, for the half 
year ended at Michaelmas, 1735 

By the officers of the Excheguer-bill 
office, on their ſalaries, for the halt year 
ended at Michaelmas 1735 — 


By the uſher of the Exchequer for ne- 
ceſſaries 


By the ſheriffs of England and Wales | 


on 4oool. per annum, by the act 3d 
George I. for the year ended Michaelmas, 


1735 —— 
755 the South- Sea company, and the 
grunge and company of the bank of 

ngland, claiming under them, | for the 
half year ended at Michaelmas 17 35, on 
5271. 115. 9d. half-penny per annum, 
being ſuch part of 10, 516 J. 15. 7 d. per 
annum, reſidue of 12, ooo J. per annum, 
allowed them ſor charges of management 
on ſubſcriptions by the act 6th of Geo. I. 
as is chargeable on this fund 

By the united company of merchants 
of England, trading to the Eaft-Indies, 
on their reduced annuity of 128,000 /. 
payable to them from Michaelmas, 17 30, 
being after the rate of 4 J. per cent. per 
annum on the ſaid company's capital of 
„200, ooo J. for the half year ended at 

ichaelmas, 1735, purſuant to the act 


By ſo much of the ſum of 9237 J. 
18s, 3d. half-penny, being a medium of 
the annual income of the duty on rough 
and undreſſed flax, taken off by the act 
4th George Il. as was made good to the 
ſeveral public creditors at Midſummer, 
1735 (the remaining ſum of 30141, 75. 
4d. half-penny, being applicable to the 
funds compoſing this aggregate 
before the duties on rough and N 


J. "We 


15,038 4 8: 


„ 


30 15 8 


4000 © 0 


263 15 10; 


64,000 o o 


36. A. 736. D E BAT E S. 
a.  CEEDITORE | 14 


flax were repealed, is therefore not | 
8 charged thereupon?̃ — . 4,223 10 21 
T 


— 


185,754 7 
By the exceſs or ſurplus which at or ey +3 


95 before Michaelmas 17 35, did ariſe by the 
8 duties compoſing the aggregate fund, 


per contra (over and above all the monies 
then due or payable, to diſcharge the ſe- 
veral annuities, and other allowances and 
payments directed by acts of Parliament 
0 to be ſatisfied out of the ſame) which ex- 
ceſs or ſurplus is carried to the /inking 


— 409,;8 11 44 
595,335 16 8 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1736. 


The exceſs or ſurplus of ſuch duties or revenues, (part 
the South-Sea company's fund) as were eſtabliſhed 
atis of Parliament of the third and fifth years of his late 
Majeſty's reign, for anſwermg payments to the South-Sea 

company, and others; which exceſs or ſurplus is here ſlated 


cor 
at Michaelmas, 1735, Viz. at 
DEBTOR. Au . 

For impoſt on wines and vi- B 
negar 112,952 9 5 chat 
Impoſt on tobacco 27,930 18 8: prin 
Impoſt on Eaft-India goods — 41,329 19 8: hall 
Additional impoſitions —— 24,164 7 10; pit 
Additional whale-fins —— 2,673 7 98 aba 


Duty on candles ſince the 1ſt 
of May, 1715 — 32,850 14 111 
Apprent. duty ſince ditto — 3,554 5 5 


2 6 10! 
To fo much of the ſum of ä 


72371. 18s. 3d. half- penny, be- 
ing a medium of the annual in- 
come of the duty on rough and 
undreſſed flax, taken off by the 
act of 4th George II. as would 
have been applied to this fund, 
had not theſe duties been repeal- 
ed, and is thereſore made good to 
the ſame out of the ſum of 4223]. 
10 5. 11 d. charged on the ag- 
| gregate fund, as per preceding 
(account 


at Michaelmas, 1735. 


- 


The money ariſen at the Exchequer in the balf year ended 


2,097 15 8} 
247,553 19. 7 


2 


A. 1736. DEBATES. 


The exceſs or ſurplus of ſuch duties or revenues, ( part of. 


the South-Sea company's fund) as were 


eſtabliſhed by af 


of Parliament of the third and fifth years of his late Ma- 


jeſhꝰs reign, for anſwering payments 


to the South-Sea 


company and others, which exceſs or ſurplus is here ſlated 


at Michaelmas, 1735, viz. 


CREDITOR. 


By the South-Sea company, to dit. 
charge annuities at 40. per cent, on the 


l. 15 


principal ſum of 8, 912, of 3 J. 8 s. 8 4. 


half- penny, to which their original ca- 
pital of 10,000,000 /. is reduced, by 
abating from the ſame 1,087, 9461. 11s. 


and 3d. half-penny, for a proportional 


part of 4,500,000 J. repaid to the faid 


company, for redeeming ſo much of 


their whole capital, and the annuities at- 
tending the ſame, and is from the half 


year ended at Michaelmas, 1735. — 178,241 1 41 
By ditto company on 7, 129% 123. 


IId. per annum, for charges of ma- 
nagement, to which their allowance of 
80001]. per annum was reduced, on 
re-payment to the ſaid company of 
4,500,000. as aforeſaid, and is for the 
half year ended at Michaelmas, 1735 


By the exceſs or ſurplus which at, or 
before Michaelmas, 1735, did ariſe by 
the rates, duties, impoſitions and revenues, 
fer contra, over and above ſufficient to 
ſatisfy all payments chargeable thereupon, 
which exceſs or ſurplus is carried to the 
hnking fund 


181,805 '17 10 


65,748 1 9 


©” 4 RG Ir — — 
o . 


247,553 9 7 


The 


| 
| 
j 
q 
4 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1736. 


The produce at the Exchequer, of the duties and revenues, 


' which by an adi of the 3d of George I. Page 303, wer, 


charged towards making good a general yearly fund of 


| n 6s. 10d, + with the deficiency thereof, and 


ithin the half year ended at Michaelmat, 173 5, viz. 


To money ariſen at the Exchequer, w 


overplus of the ſame general fund, flated at Mi- 
chaelmas, 1735, which overplus ariſeth over and above 
all the monies, which then, or before, became due, or pay 


able, according to ſubſequent afts, out the ſaid duties, 
revenues, or general fund. 


DEBTOR” 4 4 


Subſidy on 
bi mo export- 
le 1 12 
5 I Two ſhil - 52499 3 
ings per chal- woo 
3 dron on coals 45,102 4 2} 93,409 15 11 
y + Additional | 
Va 4 on can- Nen 
32,867 8 55 
kney- 
* and 
= chairs —— 4,127 10 © 
= , New ſtamp | 
> / duties 367 0 1 
Js E 17 5 91,097 13 55 
8 week 2 | 
u 10,g00 0 o 
8 Duty on 
I wma skins 58,703 3 01 
i hs Duty on 
2,71 10 I 
I 1 * 7 5 ) oe 8 Oz 
2 ties on paper 8 17 11 
Hip Additional 7 | 
| & duty on hides 33,979 16 64 
| > Duty on wire 
8 \ and ſtarch — 6,156 8 3 
V Policies of 
E . — 1,559 19 7 


— 


er within the Half 


yu 


at the Exche : 
© 2:4 a+ Mfiochackhmas. x92 C,. VID. 


To money ariſen 


wo jo 


A. 1736. DEBATES. 297 
| DEBTOR. I. J. d. l. s. d. 


A moiety | 
of the duty of | 
25. per Ib. on 
coffee 
Ditto of 45. 
per pound on 
tea —— 35,471 18 8+] 90,799 4 113 
Hereditary exciſe, payable out | 
of 3700 l. per week bankers an- 


nuities —— 19,927 17 9 


13,029 1 10} 


Claſs ditto, 1712, 


{ 


nnn... 


| 376,798 9 2; 
Deduct to make good the de- 
ficiency of this fund in the 
han year ended at Lady - Day, 


1735 FI OM 


year ended at Micbaelmas, 1735, vis. 


To money ariſen at the Excheguer within the half 


37,318 9 81 
339,79 19 5 


And then the complement for complet- 
ing the general fund of 724, 849 J. 6s. 
10d, one 5th per annum, for the year 
ended at Michaelmas, 1735, to be made 
good by Parliament, is — 2,044 14 o 


362,424 13 5 


The produce at the Exchequer of the duties and revenues, 
which by an a of the 3d . George I. p. 303, were 
charged towards making good a general yearly fund of 
724,8491. 6s. 10d. 3. with the deficiency thereof, and 
the overplus of the ſame general fund, "ſtated at Mi- 
chaelmas, 1735, which overplus ariſeth over and above 
all the monies, which then, or before, became due, or pay- 
able, according to ſubſequent atts, out of the ſaid duties, 
revenues, or general find. | 

CREDITOR. . 4. 

By payments charged on the general 

fund by acts of Parliament, wiz. 

By the South - Sea company to diſcharge 

annuities at 41. per cent. on the princi- 

pal ſum of 7, 423, 108 J. 4s. 10d. half- 

penny, to which the ſum of 8, 329, 29 1. 

25, 14. ſubſcribed into their capital, is 

reduced, 
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reduced, by abating from the fame 
906, 1821. 75. 2d. half-penny, for a pro- 


3 "4 RE 4 


portional part of the ſum of 4,500,000/. _. 


repaid to the ſaid company, for-redeem- 


ing fo much of their whole capital, and 
the annuities attending the -fame, being 
the remainder of 9,5 34,3577. 13s. 114, 
three farthings, to which the proprietors 
of certain orders in the four lotteries, 
1711 and 1712, and the debt due to cer- 
tain bankers and others, were entitled 


for the half year ended Michaelmas, 17 35 148,462 3 6 


By ditto company to diſcharge annui- 
tics at 41. per cent. on the principal ſum 
of 667,117. 15. 74. to which the 


* 


ſum of 748,555 J. 19s. 5 d. ſubſcribed 


into their capital, is reduced, by abating 
from the ſame 81, 438 J. 175. 104. for 


a proportional part of the ſum of 


4, 500, ooo l. repaid to the ſaid company 
ſor redeeming ſo much of their whole ca- 


pital, and the annuities attending the ſame 


(being the remainder of 947, 5141. 75. 8d.) 
to which the proprietors of certain 
tallies of Sol. were intitled that were 
truck at the Exchequer, to make good 
ſundry deficiences,. anno 1716, for the 
half year ended Michaelmas, 17 35 - 


By ditto company to diſcharge annui- 


ties at 4 J. per cent. on the principal 


13,342 © 10 


ſum of 1,079, 064“. 185. 3d. half-pen- : 


ny, to which the ſum of 1, 210,921. 
13s. 8 d. ſubſcribed into their capital 
is reduced, by abating from the fine 
131,7271. 153. 4d. half. penny, for a pro- 


portional part of the ſum of 4,500,0007. 


repaid to the ſaid company for redeeming 
ſo much of their whole-capital, and the 


annuities attending the ſame, being the 


remaincer of 1, 603,987 J. 8 s. 1 d. half- 
penny, to which the proprietors of cer- 
Fo tain 


CREDITOR. 


tain army debentures made forth to the 
21ſt of March, 1719, were intitled, for 
the half year ended Michaelmas, 17 35 
By ditto company to diſcharge annui- 
ties of 41. per cent, on the principal 
ſum of 96,0741. 95s. 9d. half-penny, to 
which the ſum of 107, 802. 175. 4d. 
ſubſcribed into their capital is reduced, 
by abating from the ſame 11,7280. 75. 6d. 
half-penny, for a proportional part of 
the ſum of 4,500,000 J. repaid to the 
ſaid company for receeming ſo much of 
their whole capital, and the annuities 
attending the ſame, being the remainder 
of 110, 3121. 17s. 4d. to which the 
proprietors of certain tallies of Sol. were 
intitled, that were ſtruck for the . 


of the navy, and the victualling there 


of, for the half year ended at Michael- 


mas, 1735 — ——— 


By ditto company, and the governor 
and company of the Bank of England 
claiming under them, for the half year 


21,581 5 111 


1921 9 91 


ended at Michaelmas, 1735, on 4267 J. | 


45. 8d. half-penny per ann. being ſuch 
part of 10, 5 16“. 1s. 7d, per ann. re- 


lidue of 12,0001, per ann. allowed them 


tor charges of management on fubſcrip- 
tions by the act Gto Ges. I. as is 
chargeable on this fund — 

By the ſufferers of Newis and St. 
Chriſtophers, for annuities at the rate of 
3/. per cent. and upon the principal ſum 
of 37,821 J. 55, 1 d. farthing, reſidue 


of 141, 093 J. 15s. 1 d. farthing, con- 


tained in orders of debentures made 
forth by the commiſſioners for affairs of 
trade and plantations for the half year 
ended at Michaelmas, 17 35 — 


Balance 


23133 12 4 


567 06 44 
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CREDITOR. 23S * 


Balance is the overplus, which at, 
or before Michaelmas, 17 35, did-ariſe by 
the ſaid general fund in this half year, 
(when the ſum of 22,944/. 146. per 
contra, ſhall be made good by Parlia- 
ment) over and above ſufficient to fatis- 
fy all annuities and other fums due, or 
payable out of the ſame, which exceſs 


J. 


d. 


or ſurplus is carried to the ſinking fund 174,416 o8 7 


— — 


362,424 1 


The Exchequer 0. the Sinking-fund. 


DEBTOR. 1 


4 ſurplus money unapplied at Lady- 

day, 17 34, 1 account, for the half 
year then end 

To ſurplus money F in the half 
year ended at Michaelmas, 17 35, viz. 


Surplus of the aggregate | 
fund, as per account — 409,581 11 4: 

Surplus of the South ſea n | 
company's fund, as per | 
account 65,748 19 


Surplus of the general 
fund, when the ſum of 
22,9440 145. bein 

complement to 72 „ 
Ge. 109. one 5th ſhall be 
made good as per ac- 


—— 273,034 10 2 


count no 8 71 649,746 1 9 


922,780 11 1: 


The 
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— * 
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The Exchequer to the Sinking-fund, per contra, 
CREDITOR. 1 


By caſh paid for intereſt on the mil- 
lion lent on the credit of the ſalt duties, 
for the ſupplies of the year 17 34, pur- ; 
ſuant to the act 7th George II. Pages 

, 104, and 105, which ſum is to be re- 
i placed to the /inking fund, out of the 
firſt aids to be granted in Parliament, as 
per clauſe in the ſaid act 7th George II. 
Page 105, in that behalf 

By caſh taken in part of the ſum of 
1,000,000 l. for or towards the ſupply 
granted to his Majeſty for the ſervice of 
the year 1735, purſuant to the act 8th 
George II. Pages 191, and 192, in that 
behalf 


. ee 


245570 2 7 


875,265 15 4 


890,8 35 17 11 
g By remains at Michaelmas, 1735, | 
being the deficiency of the general fund, 


anno 1735, to be made good by Parlia- 
ment — — — 22,944 14 0 


BE : 


922,780 11 11 
This being the ſix and twentieth half yearly account 


made up, purſuant to the act of gth Geo. I. Page 367, is 
humbly preſented this 31ſt day of January, 1735, by me 


J. S. 


On 
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Account of N Monday the 2d of February, it was ordered 

— that the proper officer ſhould lay before the 
houſe, an account of all the public debts, at the re- 
ceipt of his Majeſty's Exchequer, due or ſtanding out 
Chriſtmas, 1735, with the annual intereſt or ſums 
paid for the ſame ; and the ſaid account was accord. 
1ngly preſented on the 16th of the fame month, and 
ordered to lie on the table to be peruſed by the mem- 
bers of the houſe. By comparing this with the an- 
nual produce of the ſinking fund, we may ſee hoy 
long a time muſt intervene before all our debts arc 
paid off, even tho' the whole annual produce of the 
ſinking fund ſhould be in the moſt ſacred and reli. 
gious manner applied to the paying off our old debts, 
and to no other ule ; but as it ſeems of late to have 
been impoſſible for us to raiſe within the year the 
ſupplies neceſſary for the ſervice of the year ; and as 
it is not to be preſumed, but that this nation, like 
every other nation, will every now and then be en- 
gaged in ſome extraordinary expence, by the means 
of the broils, or perhaps, open wars we may have 
with ſome of our neighbours, it is moſt juſtly to be 
apprehended that we ſhall not get our ſelves quite 
free of all public debts, perhaps for ages to come. 


Motion for For this reaſon, among others, a motion was 

— made on the ſaid 2d day of February, by Samuel 

the year, Sundys, Eſq; and ſeconded by Sir John Barnard, for 
the houſe to reſolve, That they would raiſe the 
© ſupplies neceſſary for the ſervice of the enſuing 
year, within the year.” Which motion brought on 
a debate, in which the arguments for the motion 
were in ſubſtance as follows, viz. 


Arguments Sir, every man is now, I believe, convinced, 
2 mo- < that the great load of debt we groan under, is a 


- moſt heavy clog upon all our public meaſures, and 
will certainly, while it continues, prevent its be- 
OS ing 
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ing in our power to act, upon any occaſion, with 
that vigour we ought, either in vindication of the 
© honour,and intereſt of this nation, or in defence of 
« our allies : This, of itſelf is a moſt terrible miſ- 
fortune; but what ſtill adds to the misfortune, is, 
that theſe our unlucky circumſtances are well known 
« to all our neighbours, which is, I believe, the prin- 
« cipal cauſe of our having fo little influence upon 
the councils of other nations, as we appear to have 
had for ſome years paſt ; and while this load con- 
© tinues upon us, we may expect not only to have 
no influence upon the councils of foreign nations, 
but to be inſulted and plundered by them, as often 
* as they can find the leaſt pretence for ſo doing: 
In fuch circumſtances, therefore, it is one of the 
© moſt pernicious things we can do, to run the na- 
tion any farther in debt by creating new funds, or 
to pervert that fund which was long ſince appro- 
« priated, and ought to be moſt religiouſly applied 
to the extinguiſhing yearly a part of that debt, 
« which was contracted before the year 1716 ; for 
if we ſhould do ſo in time of peace, it will con- 
vince every one of our neighbours, that it would 
be impoſſible for us to ſupport an expenſive war, 
* which will, of courſe, render us contemptible in 
* the eyes of all foreign nations. 

Thus, Sir, with reſpect to our foreign affairs, 
the running the nation into any new debt, or per- 
* verting that fund which is appropriated to the clear- 
ing off our old mortgages, muſt be of very bad 
* conſequence; and, with reſpect to our domeſtic 
affairs, the conſequences of purſuing any ſuch mea- 
* {ures, are fully as pernicious ; for every new.mort- 
gage we make, becomes a fort of prop or buttreſs, 
for ſupporting and keeping up the intereſt payable 
upon the former; whereas we ought to uſe all po!- 


* ble means to reduce that intereft, not only for the 


* encouragement of trade and commerce among us, 
but in order to increaſe the ſinking fund, err 
* wou 


303 


c 


| 
| 
| 
| 


304 


TT p 


f , WY BY v7 WH is ß Ws UE TT IS. 


ny 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1736, 


would, of courſe, enable us to pay off all our old 
debts much ſooner than it will otherwiſe be poſ. 
ſible for us to do: Nay, I am almoſt certain, that 
if no new debts had been contracted ſince the year 
1716, nor any part of the ſinking fund converted 
to other uſes than it was originally deſigned for, the 
intereſt upon all our funds would have been long 
ſince reduced to 3 per cent. and a much greater 
part of our old debt would have been paid off, 
by which we would have been enabled to have 
taken off ſome of thoſe heavy taxes, under which 
the poor labourers and manufacturers have groaned 
for ſo many years. 

* The loading of poſterity with new debts, in or- 
der to give a little eaſe to the preſent generation, 
may perhaps, Sir, be a good temporary expedient 
for a miniſter, and may prevent the people's being 
ſenſible of, or making too particular an inquiry 
into that expence which his meaſures have brought 
upon them, but it is a moſt pernicious expe- 
dient, both for the royal family and for the na- 
tion in general; for when any ſum of money is 
raiſed for the ſervice of the enſuing year, by con- 
tracting a new debt, and creating a new fund for 
the payment of that debt, it is ſubjecting the na- 
tion to pay at leaſt double that ſum at laſt ; be- 
cauſe, in every ſuch caſe, the nation is obliged to 
pay intereſt for the money raiſed, and the expences 
of collecting and management, for many years, 
beſides paying the principal at laſt : This ſhews the 
loſs the nation ſuſtains by the contracting of any 
debt for the current ſervice ; and by a long conti- 
nuation of ſuch meaſures, the people may come to 
be ſo loaded with taxes, and all thoſe taxes ſo much 
engaged, for the payment of former mortgages, that 
it may become impoſſible for his Majeſty, or ſome 


.of his ſucceſſors, to vindicate the rights of the 


nation, or protect the people from being inſulted 


by their neighbours, without loading them with 


« heavier 
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© heavier taxes than that they are able to bear; which 
may, very probably, raiſe a general diſaffection 
* againſt our preſent happy eſtabliſnment; and may 
« be of the moſt dangerous conſequence even to the 
public creditors themſelves ; for if ever we ſhould 
be reduced to ſuch unlucky circumſtances, as that 
« either the nation mult be ruined, or the public cre- 
« ditors left unpaid, it is eaſy to ſee which ſide of 
« the dilemma would be choſen. 

I have always, Sir, been of opinion, that the 
* proper method to prevent our running in debt, is, 
to diminiſh our yearly expence; but as the num- 
« ber of our forces, both by ſea and land, for the 
« ſervice of the enſuing year, has already been agreed 


to by this houſe, I cannot now propoſe any dimi- 


nution of our expence for this enſuing year; we 
have already granted a great part of the ſupplies 
* deemed neceſſary. for the ſervice of the enſuing 
year; and we-are, according to order, to go this 
day into a committee of ways and means, for raiſ- 
ing thoſe ſupplies: What methods may then be 
* propoſed for that purpoſe I do not know ; but as 
Jam of opinion, that no conſideration ought to 
© prevail with us to contract any new debt, or to 
© pervert that fund, which ſtands appropriated for 
© the payment of the old, I ſhall take che liberty 
to make you a motion, which I hope the houſe 
will agree to; for if it ſhould appear that our 
© uſual funds cannot anſwer the ſervices we have al- 
© ready agreed to, I think it will be better to lay 
© ſome new taxes upon the luxuries of life, than to 
create new funds; becauſe by creating new funds, 
© inſtead of laying taxes upon luxury, it may be juſt- 
© ly ſaid, that we run the hazard of reducing our 
© poſterity to the want even of the neceſſaries of life, 
in order that we ourſelves may have an opportu- 
© nity of living in affluence, luxury, and wanton- 
© neſs ; for this reaſon, Sir, before we go into the 
* committee of ways and _ I ſhall take the li- 
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© berty to make you this motion, Sc.“ (as aboye. 
mentioned.) | 

The anſwer was to this effect, viz, 


Sir, if the queſtion now before us depend 


© ſolely upon the influence this nation has at preſem MW 


in the councils of all the powers of Europe, or 
upon the regard our neighbours have ſhewn to this 
nation, in all their meaſures for ſeveral years paſt, 
a very few words would be ſufficient to ſhew, that 
« we ought not to come to any ſuch reſolution, as 
the honourable gentleman has been pleaſed to pro- 
© poſe; for it is certain, that we never had a greater 
© influence, than we have at preſent in every cour 
© of Europe, and that influence is founded upon the 
« ſtrongeſt reaſon ; becauſe our neighbours all know 
very well, that we have now two funds, which 
vill be ſufficient for ſupporting any war we may 
© be engaged in, and which we can upon any {uch 
© occaſion make uſe of, without over-loading the 
© ſubject, or raiſing any diſaffection or diſcontent in 
© the nation: The funds I mean, are the land- tax 
* and the ſinking fund; for tho? our landed gentle- 
* men would perhaps think it hard to be obliged to 
pay four ſhillings in the pound land-tax, during a 
time of peace and tranquillity, yet they would not 
certainly grudge that tax, if they. ſaw the nation 
© neceſſarily involved in a war; and tho? the ſinking 
fund, which now brings in a great ſum of money 
« yearly, is to be applied in the moſt religious man- 
ner, to the payment of our old debts; yet, in caſe 
of a war, I believe no gentleman will ſay, but that 
it would be proper to ſuſpend any ſuch payments 
during the war, eſpecially as none of the public 
«. creditors are deſirous of having their money, and 
to apply that fund towards ſupporting the war; 
« ſo that it may be ſaid, and our neighbours know 
extremely well, that we have a revenue of above 
| 2 « two 
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two millions, beſides our uſual ſupplies, which we 
© may raiſe and convert towards ſupporting a war, 
and that without laying any new or extraordinary 
tax upon our people. | | 

I ſhall admit, Sir, that the ſinking fund would 
« be a gainer, by the reduction of the intereſt pay- 


able upon the old funds, and I ſhall likewiſe ad- 


« mit, that it would be an advantage to the nation, 
« to have the ſinking fund increaſed z but I very 
much queſtion, if it would be poſſible to reduce 
the intereſt payable upon our old funds, lower than 
© it is at preſent, even tho? we ſhould never at any 
time hereafter contract one ſhilling of new debt: 
© I have indeed heard of a great many projects for 
that purpoſe ; and ſome of thoſe projects have ap- 
« peared pretty well in theory, but when they came 
to be ſtrictly examined, it has always been found, 
that they would not do in practice, and therefore 
« they have been laid aſide: Beſides, Sir, I am of 
« opinion, that it would be an experiment of the 
* moſt dangerous conſequence, to endeavour to re- 
« duce the intereſt payable upon our old funds, lower 
© than it is at preſent z becauſe it would probably in- 
* duce all foreigners, to draw their money all at once 
out of our public funds, which would of courſe 
bring our public credit into great diſtreſs, and would 
drain us of all the ready ſpecie now circulating in 


the nation; and if the public credit of the nation 


* ſhould be once brought into any great diſtreſs, 
© even molt of our own people would certainly take 
the alarm, which would run it ſo low, that the 
* reſtoring of it would become impracticable. 
Another conſideration, Sir, of great weight with 
eme, is, That we cannot well reduce the intereſt 
upon our public funds any lower than it is at pre- 
ſent, without reducing at the ſame time the intereſt 
* of money in general ; and I am perſuaded the re- 
* ducing the intereſt of money in genera! to a lower 


rate than what it is at preſent, would bring great 
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difficulties upon all ranks of men in the kingdom, 
With reſpect to the public creditors, the difficulties 
they would be reduced to, are apparent; for the 
third part of their yearly income has already been 
taken from them, by the reduCtions already made; 
and if a farther reduction of one per cent. ſhould 
be made, they would then have but one half of 
that revenue, which they ſuppoſed they were to 
have when they firſt lent their money to the public; 
ſo that they would be obliged to reduce themſclycs 
to live upon one half of what they at firſt propol. 
ed, and every one knows how difficult it is to dy 
« ſo, eſpecially conſidering, that all ſorts of provi- 
« ſions are dearer than they formerly were. 
Then with reſpect to the landed gentlemen, th: 
© reducing of intereſt ſo low, would certainly be a 
great hardſhip upon them, for they would be obli- 
« ged to give each of their younger children, at 
© leaſt 5 or 6000/7. whereas when intereſt is at 5 or 
© 6 per cent. one half of that ſum will enable them 
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to live in a handſome and genteel manner; fo that 


the reducing of intereſt ſo low, would lay all ou 
landed gentlemen under a neceſſity of ruining 
© their eſtates, or at leaſt of mortgaging them very 
deeply, in order to provide for their younger 
children. 
And laſtly, Sir, with reſpect to the trading part 
of the nation; it is very well known, that every 


ſtocked, that it is almoſt impoſſible for one half 
of our tradeſmen to live by their buſineſs; anda 
* farther reduction of intereſt would drive ſo many 
men into trade, that no man could propoſe to 

live by any trade he could engage in. 
© Even our borrowers of money, Sir, or gentle- 
men who owe any money at intereſt, would be 
reduced to great difficulties; for the profit to be got 
by lending money, or by leaving money in any 
© mar/s hand at intereſt, would be fo ſmall, that no 
2 © man 
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© man would think of employing, or leaving his 
© money employed, in that way ; this would of courſe 
© bring a general demand upon all thoſe in the king- 
dom, who owe any money at intereſt, and at the 
« ſame time, would render it impoſſible for them to 
* find any money tor anſwering that demand, From 
© all which, I think it plainly appears, to be incon- 


| © ſiſtent with the public good of the nation, and 


© with the private good of every particular man in 
© the nation, to reduce the intereſt payable upon our 
public funds, lower than it is at preſent. 

* Whatever may be the conſequence with reſpect 
to miniſters, I am very certain, Sir, it would be 
* an expedient of very bad conſequence, with reſ- 
* pect to his preſent Majeſty, to load his people 
© with taxes which they may think unneceſſary ; for 
the people will always pay voluntarily and freely 
* ſuch taxes, as they think are abſolutely neceſſary 
for the ſupport of the nation; but it will always 
© raiſe diſaffection to the King upon the throne, to 
* load the people with taxes, which they think un- 
© neceflary at the time they are laid on. It is for 
* this reaſon, that in time of war, a government 
may venture to ſubject the people to taxes, which 
would raiſe terrible complaints and murmurings, if 
© they ſhould be raiſed in time of peace; and for 
the ſame reaſon, I am of opinion, that we ought 
* rather to convert a part of the ſinking fund to the 
current fervice of the year, than to increaſe any 
* of our old taxes, or load the people with any new; 
* for as there is at preſent no demand for paying off 
* any of our old debts, as none of the public credi- 
© tors deſire to have their money, I am convinced, 
* the generality of the people would think it very 
* unneceſſary, to load them with any new or addi- 
* tional tax, when they know we have ſuch a fund, 
to which we may have recourſe for what may be 
* wanted, for making good the current ſervice of 
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the year; and therefore, we may preſume, that the 
loading of them at preſent, with any new or ad- 

ditional tax, would raiſe a general diſaffection to 
his preſent Majeſty's perſon and government, and 
would conſequently be a molt pernicious expedient 
for his Majetty and his illuſtrious family. 

It has been ſaid, that by contracting a new debt, 

and creating a new fund for the current ſervice of 


the year, the nation comes at laſt to be loaded 


with double the ſum fo raiſed, by means of the in- 
tereſt and expences of management, which they are 
obliged to pay yearly till the principal be paid off; 

but I cannot admit of the juſtneſs of this calcula- 
tion; for, with reſpect to the expences of manage- 
ment, it is well known, that no new debt we have 
lately contracted, or can hereaſter contract, has oc- 
caſioned, or can occaſion any great new expence; 
becauſe the fund for paying off that debt has al- 

ways been committed tothe offices already erected, 
ſo that it has occaſioned no additional expence to 
the nation, but that of adding perhaps two or three 


under-clerks, to ſome of the offices before eſla- 


bliſhed : And as to the intereſt paid yearly by the 


nation, does not every private man fave that inte- 


reſt yearly, or make as much by the ſhare, which 


he muſt have contributed to that principal ſum, in 
caſe it had been raiſed within the year: It every 
man in the nation ſhould be obliged this year to 
contribute ten ſhillings towards the current ſervice 
of the year, does not he loſe the intereſt of tha: 
ten ſhillings for all years to come; and if by bor- 
rowing a tum of money upon the public credit at 
3 or 4 per cent. that ten ſhillings ſhould be it 
in every private man's pocket; may he not make 
every year 5 per cent. of that money ſo left in his 
ket? From whence it muſt be granted, that 
the contracting of a new debt at a low intereſt, 
inſtead of raiſing the money within the year, is 
| „ 
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an advantage rather than a loſs to the nation in 
general. 

As the forces neceſſary for the ſervice of the 
© enſuing year both by ſea and land, have been al- 
ready agreed to, thoſe forces muſt now be provi- 
* ded for ſome way or other; and if the uſual taxes 
* ſhall be found not ſufficient for that purpoſe, every 
one knows we have but three ways to make good 
that deficiency : We mult make it good either by 
© increaſing ſome of our old taxes, or by laying on 
* ſome new taxes, or otherwiſe by taking ſo much 
* from the ſinking fund, as will make good that 
* deficiency, or as will make a fund for raiſing a ſum 
* ſufficient to make good that deficiency : As for 
the firſt method, I am of opinion, that none of our 
* old taxes will admit of any increaſe, except the 
* land-tax ; and, conſidering the heavy load that has 
for ſo many years lain upon the landed gentlemen 
* of this kingdom, I muſt ſay, I am really ſurpriz- 
ed, that they have fo long allowed themſelves to be 
* fo loaded and oppreſſed by the trading intereſt ; 
therefore for the ſake of prudence, as well as juſ- 
* tice, we ought not to think of increaſing the land- 
tax; and I hope, in all our future meaſures, we 
* will take care to impoſe ſuch taxes, as may fall 
with an equal weight upon all ſubjects, in propor- 
tion to their yearly revenues or profits, whether 
* thoſe yearly revenues or profits proceed from land, 
trade, or money. 

With reſpect to the ſecond method, Sir, I muſt 
* ſay, that I wiſh with all my heart, that ſeveral of 
the luxuries which have been lately introduced, or 
very much increaſed, were taxed, or much more 
* heavily taxed than they are at preſent; but I am 
* opinion, that it is a dangerous experiment to 
* lay on any new tax, ina time of profound peace, 
* even upon the luxuries of life; eſpecially as it is 
generally known, that we have another fund to 
* which we may have recourſe, without injuring in 
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© the leaſt, the public credit of the nation, or laying 


any additional load upon any rank or degree of 
our people: And if we ſhould venture upon any 
ſuch meaſure, I am of opinion, it would not be 


proper to make uſe of any ſuch tax, for the cur- 


rent ſervice of the year; becauſe it is impoſſible 
to gueſs, how much the produce of a new tax 
will amount to, and I cannot think it would be 
right, to appropriate an uncertain produce for the 
payment of a certain ſum; for it is well known, 
that a great part of the debts we are now loaded 
with, and of which ſome gentlemen take all occa- 
ſions to complain in the moſt grievous manner, 
were occaſioned by that very method of lay ing on 
a new tax, the produce of which muſt always be 
uncertain, and appropriating, that uncertain produce 
towards the payment of a certain ſum ; therefore, 
if gentlemen have a mind to lay any new taxes 
upon the luxuries of life, I ſhall not be againſt it; 


but J hope they will order the whole produce to 


remain in the Exchequer, in order to attend the ſu- 
ture diſpoſition of Parliament; for before next 
ſeſſion, the amount of the produce of ſuch new 
tax will be known, or may be nearly gueſſed at, 
and then it may ſafely be appropriated to the cur- 
rent ſervice of the then enſuing year; or may be 
made a fund for anſwering the current ſervice of 
that year. | 

Whether the uſual taxes will be ſufficient to an- 
{wer the ſervices already voted, and the other {cr- 
vices that may be thought neceſſary for the enſuing 
year, I ſhall not pretend to determine ; but if they 
are not, I think it is plain, that we muſt have re- 
courſe to the ſinking fund, as the moſt proper 
method of providing for any deficiency : How- 
ever, we are not at preſent to determine this quel- 
tion abſolutely ; when gentlemen begin to conſider 
of ways and means, for raiſing the ſums neceſſary 
for the ſervice of the enſuing year, they ought, and 
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* they certainly will, agree to raiſe them in that 
manner, which ſhall appear to be the leaſt burden- 
* ſome to the people; and therefore I think, it would 
be very wrong in us, to reſtrain ourſelves in the 
manner propoſed by the motion now before us; 
but that we may be left altogether free to do in 
this reſpect what we may think proper, when we 
go into the committee of ways and means, I ſhall 
« propoſe that the previous queſtion may be put, 
* with regard to the queſtion now before us.” 


313 


To this it was replied in ſubſtance as follows, | 
VIZ, | 


It has been often obſerved, Sir, That new mea- Reply. ; 
« ſures muſt always be ſupported by new doctrines, | 
and it may as juſtly be obſerved, that wrong mea- | 
* {ures muſt be fupported by wrong or falſe doctrines. | 
This is the caſe, with reſpect to the queſtion now 
before us. The doctrines that have been advan- | 
« ced in favour of that meaſure, againſt which the | 


« preſent queſtion is intended, are all ſo falſe and de- 
« ceitful, that the neceſſity of having recourſe to 
« ſuch doctrines, is a plain proof, that the meaſure 
* muſt be wrong. What influence our miniſters 
may think they have in the councils of foreign | 
powers, I ſhall not pretend to determine; but I 
am ſure it does not appear, that we have any great f 
influence, either from the advantages that have 
been lately obtained in favour of this nation, or 
from the late behaviour of ſome of our neighbours 
towards our allies. I hope it will not be faid, that 
* the courts of Vienna and Madrid had any great re- ö 
gard for us, when they concluded that treaty of 
Vienna, which produced the treaty of Hanover, 
and made ſuch a buſtle in Europe; and I am ſure 
it cannot be ſaid, that the courts of Paris, Madrid, 
and Turin, ſhewed any great regard to us, when 
* they made. that private alliance, by which they 
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« parcelled out among them, our ally, the Empe- 
ror's dominions in 1/sly ; nor can it, I think, be 
ſaid, that the Emperor placed any great confi- 
dence 1 in our aſſiſtance, when, in order to obtain a 
peace, he agreed to yield up to France the whole 
dutchy of Lorrain. 

I have not the honour, Sir, to be in the ſecret 
of affairs, therefore, I muſt judge from public ap- 
pearances, and from them it is to me evident, that 
our influence has of late greatly decayed, and will 
Jam afraid, decay more and more: Foreigners, 
Sir, know our circumſtances better than we ſcem 
to do ourſelves: They know that now, after 4 
term of twenty years peace, our public debts are 
very near as great, and our circumſtances as bad, 
as they were at the end of the laſt war: They 
know, that by a land tax of two ſhillings in the 
pound, we cannot provide for the yearly ſupplies 
we think neceſſary, even in time of peace, with- 
out running ourſelves into ſome new debt, to the 


amount of 5 or 600,000/7. yearly, or taking ſo 


much from the ſinking fund ; and they know that 


as the ſinking fund we now have, ariſes wholly 


from our conſumptions being much greater in 
time of peace, than in time of war, the greateſt 
part of it would be annihilated, in caſe we ſhould 
engage in a war; from all which, every foreigner 
muſt conclude, and I ſhould think every Engliſh. 
man too, that, with four ſhillings in the pound 


land-tax, we could not raiſe 500,000 7, a year, 
-more than has been found neceſſary for ſupporting 
our government in time of peace; and that there- 


fore we could not ſupport a war without loading 
the people with a great many new and unheard of 
taxes, or greatly increaling thoſe we now have ; 
neither of which, I am afraid our people would 
patiently ſubmit to. 


* Now, 
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Now, Sir, give me leave to conſider a little 
« thoſe extraordinary doctrines I have heard advan- 
« ced, for the ſupport of that meaſure, which the 
« oppoling of this queſtion ſeems to point at; and 
© indeed, to me they ſeem to be of the moſt extra- 
« ordinary kind: In the firſt place, we are told, that 
© it would not be poſſible for us, to reduce the inte- 
© reſt payable upon our old debts, even tho? we ſhould 
never contract any new debt: This, Sir, is con- 
trary to one of the molt eſtabliſhed maxims, which 
is, That the natural intereſt of money muſt always 
depend upon the proportion there is in any parti- 
cular country, between the demand for borrowing 
money at intereſt, and the demand for lending 
money at intereſt; for as we have a ſinking fund 
capable of paying off a very large ſum yearly, 
© if we never perverted any part of that fund 
©. which is always the ſame with contracting a new 
* debt, we ſhould be every year diminiſhing the 
demand for borrowing, and increaſing the demand 
* for lending ; fo that the natural intereſt of money, 
© would naturally and neceſſarily of itſelf decreaſe, 
* without any projects for that purpoſe. 

* This I ſay, Sir, would of courſe happen in a 
few years; but even at preſent, and as things now 


| © ſtand, if no new debt were to be contracted, I do 


© not know but methods might be found for redu- 
* cing immediately the intereſt payable upon all our 
funds, to three and a half, perhaps to 3 per cent. 
© what theſe methods may be, I ſhall not take upon 
* me to mention, becauſe ſome gentlemen ſeem re- 


t ſolved, that no propoſition ſhall be received, ex- 


* cept thoſe offered by themſelves, or ſome of their 
* friends. And to frighten us from any ſuch pro- 
* jets, we are told, that foreigners would, in ſuch 
* cale draw the money out all at once, and drain 
* us of all the current ſpecie in the kingdom; but 
to thoſe who underſtand the circumſtances of Eu- 
* rope, and are appriſed of the lowneſs of intereft 
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in ſome countries, and the precariouſneſs of the 


ſecurity in others, this muſt appear to be a meer 


bugbear. 


Beſides, Sir, the thing would either be in itſelf 


impoſſible, or it is an event we have no occaſion to 
be afraid of; for if foreigners ſhould all at once 
reſolve to {ell out, it would either run the price of 
all our funds, a great deal below par, or it would 
not; if it did, they would be obliged to ſuſpend 
their reſolution, and take 3 per cent. rather than 
ſell out 100. ſtock for 80 or gol. in ready money; 
and if their ſelling out did not run the price of 
our ſtocks below par, we can have no occaſion to 
be afraid of any ſuch reſolution; becauſe their «||. 
ing out could not ruin our public credit, and the 
ready ſpecie they could carry out, would ſoon be 
replaced by. the general balance of. our trade, it 
we had no intereſt to pay yearly to them; tor it 
has been for many years, and while it continues, 
it muſt always be a terrible drawback upon our 
general balance of trade, to have a ſum of 4 or 
500,000 J. ſent yearly out of the nation, in order 
to pay the intereſt due to them, every farthing of 
which, is intirely loſt to this nation; becauſe the 
whole 1s ſpent by them in their own countries, or 
converted into principal here, in order to increaſe 
their future yearly demand. 

Another doctrine, or rather paradox, advanced 
againſt the queſtion now before us, is, That the 
reducing the intereſt of money in general, would 
bring great difficulties upon all ranks of men in 
the kingdom. This, Sir, is evidently contrary to 
another eſtabliſhed maxim, which is, That the 
lower the intereſt of money is in any country, the 
more rich and flouriſhing it muſt be in its trade 
and commerce: I ſhall grant, that it would dimi- 
niſh the revenue of our public creditors, as well as 
of all other money lenders, but it would not dimi- 
niſh their capital, and thoſe that could not = 
F 6 1 y 
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« idly upon the intereſt of their money, would be 
« obliged to betake themſelves to trade, or to ſome 
other induſtrious employment, which might be an 
advantage to themſelves, and would be a certain 
advantage to their country.“ 
As to the landed gentlemen, I am ſupri- 
« zed, Sir, to hear it ſaid, that the reducing of 
© jntereſt would be a hardſhip upon them, conſi- 
« dering how many, I am afraid too many, of 
them are, like their country, involved in debts 
and mortgages. On the contrary, it would be 
© a great advantage to every landed gentleman 
© in the kingdom, becauſe, beſides reducing the 
* intereſt he is to pay for the debt he owes, if he 
has any, it would greatly increaſe the value of his 
lands, as well as of all the lands in the kingdom; 
and as for his younger children, he would be un- 
der no neceſſity to give them any greater fortunes 
than before; but if he were, a charge, or a mort- 
gage of 6000 J. at 3 per cent. is no greater burden 
© upon an eſtate, than a charge or mortgage of half 
© that ſum at 6 per cent. intereſt ; and if any part of 
© the eſtate were to be fold, for the raiſing of that 
* money, as the price of lands will always riſe in 
proportion as the intereſt of money falls, when mo- 
© ney comes to be at 3 per cent. intereſt, the ſame 
© parcel of land to be ſold, will then fetch 6000 J. 
* which would have ſold but for 3000. when money 
© was at 6 per cent, intereſt, I do not know what the 
© honourable gentleman means, by enabling younger 
children to live in a handſome and genteel manner; 
© I ſuppoſe, he means in an idle and extravagant 
manner; and the ſewer there are of ſuch perſons 
© in any country, I am ſure it is the better for the 
country; Which would be the conſequence in the 
* preſent caſe; for as few gentlemen could propoſe, 
that their younger children ſhould live upon the 
© intereſt of the fortunes they could give them, they 
* would breed them all up to ſome trade or — 
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nels ; fo that, inſtead of a great number of idle, 
and extravagant gentlemen, we ſhould have 4 
great number of induſtrious and frugal tradef. 
men, or merchants; and which would be of 
moſt advantage to the country, is very eaſy to 
determine. | | 
It is, Sir, a very great miſtake, to imagine the: 
there can be, in any country, too great a nurnber 


of merchants and tradeſmen, or that any ſort of 


trade, which deſerves the name; can be over-ſtock- 
ed: The trade of ſhop-keeping, or any other ſort 


of buſineſs, which tends to ſupport the luxury or 


the vanity of a people, may, *tis true, be over- 
ſtocked; and it is always a diſadvantage to the 
people, to have too great a number of ſuch among 
them; but as for merchants, manufacturers, and 
mechanics, there can never be too great a number 
of them in any country; becauſe the more there 
are of them, the more foreign trade the nation will 
have, the greater its exports will be, and the more 
eaſy will it be for every particular man, if he be 
induſtrious and frugal, to provide a ſupport for 
himſelf and family: This is juſtified, by experi- 
ence, in all countries, and in all times; and there- 
fore, among the many other misfortunes attending 
our public funds, this may be reckoned as one, 
that a great number of our people are thereby en- 
abled to live idly upon the intereſt of their mo- 
ney, which muſt neceſſarily diminiſh the num- 
ber of our merchants, manufactures, and me- 


chanics. 


To imagine, Sir, that the reducing of intereſt 
to 3 per cent. would bring any diſtreſs upon thoſe 
who have occaſion for money at intereſt, is ſome- 
thing very new; for the more trade there is in a 
country, the more money there will always be to 
be lent at intereſt; and thoſe who have more mo- 
ney by them than they can make uſe of in their 
trade, will always lend it upon good ſecurity, even 
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« at 1 per cent. rather than run the riſque of keeping 
© it in their own coffers: But, upon this occaſion, I 
cannot omit taking notice, that in this reſpect too, 
our public funds are of great detriment to the trade 
and private credit of the nation, becauſe the mo- 
© nied men of the kingdom have ſo ready a way of 
getting an intereſt for their money, by means of 
* theſe funds, that they never think of lending their 
* money to private men, but at an extravagant in- 
* tereſt or premium; by which means our private 
© credit, between man and man, is very much leſ- 
ſened, and great ſums of money drawn out of 
© trade, which, of conſequence, muſt diminiſh the 
trade of the nation, and is therefore a very ſtrong 
* argument in favour of the queſtion now before 
* Us. 

The, people, Sir, never grudge the contributing 
« what is neceſſary for the ſupport of their govern- 
ment, in time of peace, no more than they grudge 
what is neceſſary for the ſupport of their govern- 
ment, and the defence of their country, in time of 
© war: The only thing they grudge, is, to find the 
nation loaded with an expence that is not neceſſa- 
* ry, or the money they contribute improperly ap- 
plied; and though the perverting of the ſinking 
fund, or running the nation in debt, may prevent 
the people of the preſent generation from being 


ſenſible of an unneceſſary expence, and conſequent- 


ly may prevent their inquiring too ſtrictly into that 
* expence, or into the diſpoſal of the public money; 
* yet ſuch a meaſure will make the preſent expence 
fall with double weight upon their poſterity z and 
* when they find themſelves obliged to ſubmit to 
heavy new taxes, becauſe all the old ſtand engaged 
© for the payment of old debts, which will certainly 
be the caſe, as ſoon as the nation comes to be en- 
* gaged in any war, they will then with reaſon com- 
* plain, that an inſupportable load has been thrown 
* upon them for the ſake of a ſmall temporary eaſe 
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given to their anceſtors. This may very probahly 
raiſe a general diſaffection to the preſent eſtabliſh. 


ment; and it will be the more dangerous, becauſe 


it will happen at a time, when our enemies will cer- 
tainly be in earneſt about playing the Pretender 
upon us. This conſideration muſt, in my opini- 
on, have great weight with every gentleman, who 
has a ſincere regard for the illuſtrious family now 
upon the throne, and eſpecially for that royal 
Prince, who, tis to be hoped, will one day ſway 
the ſcepter of this kingdom ; for by thus pervert. 
ing the ſinking fund, or running the nation into 
new incumbrances, even in time of peace, he may 
be left in ſuch diftreſs, as not to have it any way 
in his power to ſupport the government with any 
luſtre, or to vindicate the rights of the nation with 
any vigour, 

That no great and new office or officer has late- 
ly been created, may be true ; but, Sir, we know 
that a very great and a very grievous office, and a 
great number of officers, were lately revived, in 
purſuance of the ſame ſort of meaſures which ſeem 


now to be pointed at; and we likewiſe know, 


that the collecting of our taxes, and the managing 
of our funds, coſt the nation a moſt prodigious 
ſum of money yearly, a much greater ſum, I be- 
lieve, than is neceſſary for that purpoſe; tor if a 


narrow ſcrutiny were made into that affair, I an 


convinced it would be found, that the buſine's of 
two or three offices might be managed by one, 
without employing a greater number of officers and 
clerks in that one, than is now employed in any 
one of the three; ſo that ſeveral offices, and a great 
number of officers and clerks might be laid afide, 
by which a very large ſum of money might be {a- 
ved yearly to the public. This-would contribute 
greatly towards preventing our being oblige to 
load the people with new or additional taxes, or 
to run the nation in debt, by creating new funds, 
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© or perverting the old; and this the people would 
certainly inſiſt on, if they were every year made 
« ſenſible of the ſums neceſſary for the public ſervice; 
« but this, it may be preſumed, will always be 
« avoided as much as poſſible, by thoſe who have the 
« diſpoſal of ſuch lucrative poſts and employments ; 
and therefore they will always endeavour to prevent 
the people's being made ſenſible of the great ſums 
« yearly granted for the public ſervice. 

Another doctrine has been hinted at, on occa- 
« fon of this debate, which is {till more extraor- 
« dinary than any of che former. It has been inſinu- 
© ated, as if it were an advantage to the people to 
run the, nation in debt yearly, rather than raiſe the 
ſums neceſſary for the ſervice of each year within 
© the ycar; becauſe, ſay they, the money is thereby 
ſaved in every private man's pocket, of which he 
© may, as long as he keeps it in his own poſſeſſion, 
make an interc{t or a profit of it of 5 per cent. 
perhaps more; whereas the public may borrow at 
© 3 per cent, or 4 at moſt; and from the ſame way 
© of reaſoning, I ſay, it may be argued, that it will 
be an advantage to the people to run the nation 
every year into ſome new debt, and never pay off 
* one ſhilling of the old: But do not we know, Sir, 
that in chis country, and in all countries, people 
look upon the public taxes as a part of their year- 
{ ly expence; when thoſe taxes are high, every man 
muſt contract his yearly expence in other articles: 
and when the public taxes are low, every man may, 
aad generally does, la anch out a little into expen- 


ces upon other articles, which he would otherwiſe 
have ſaved; fo that if, by berrowing a ſum of 
money upon the public credit, for the ſervice of 


* this year, we ſhould prevent our being under a ne- 
* cellity of impoſing a tax of ten ſhillings upon every 
man in the kingdom, that ten ſhillings would not 
be ſaved, and laid out at intereſt by any man in 
the kingdom, at leaſt not by any man, I believe, 

Vo. XIII. Y with 
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©; with a view to anſwer his ſhare of the principal 
and intereſt of that ſum that had been borrowed 
by the public: No, Sir, every man would live in 
© his uſual way, as if no ſuch ten ſhillings had been, 
or were ever to be paid; no man would contract 
« his uſux] annual expence, on account of his ſhare 
of that ſum borrowed by the public; ſo that the 
ſum ſo borrowed by the public, and the intereſt 
thereof, would remain a charge upon every man's 
© poſterity, without their having any thing left them 
by their anceſtor for anſwering that charge: Even 
©, the. poſterity of the moſt ſrugal man in the king. 
dom, would not be one ſhilling the richer, on ac- 
count of that ten ſhillings which was ſaved in the 
pocket of their anceſtor; becauſe the moſt frugal 
man in the kingdom might have ſaved ten fhil. 
© lings of his yearly expence in any one year, and 
« would certainly have ſaved it, if he had found 
* himſelf under a neceſſity of paying a tax of ten 
„ ſhillings to the public. et td 
Sir, we have ſcen, of late years, ſeveral at. 
©tempts made to throw a diviſion, and to breed a 
diſſention between the landed intereſt and the tra- 
ding intereſt of this nation; but ſuch attempts will, 
I hope, always prove fruitleſs and vain; for their 
© intereſts. are inſeparable, and will always be thought 
* ſo by every man who has a reſpect for either: 
There is not a. landed gentleman of any ſenſe in 
the kingdom but knows, how greatly the rents of 
his eftate would be diminiſhed, if our trade ſhould 
be undone; and therefore he will never conſent to 
the throwing any unneceſſary burden upon it: 
© There is not @ trading man in the kingdom, of 
Hany conſequence, but has a view to ſettle himſelf 
or his poſterity in a land eſtate, and therefore he 
«. wilt never agree to the throwing any unneceſſary 
«. burdens upon land: But, Sir, there has been late- 
ly a third intereſt reared up. in this. Kingdom, which 
* I will ſay, is not only ſeparable from, but incon- 
| | N ſiſtent 
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© ſiſtent with both: I mean, Sir, the intereſt of 
* thoſe concerned in our public funds: This is an 
© intereſt, for the ſupport of which both our landed 
© intereſt and our trading intereſt, are now greatly 
« diſtreſſed z and it is an intereſt, which ſome gen- 
© tlemen ſeem to have a much greater regard for, 
© than they have for either of the other two : Such 
+ gentlemen will, I believe, always be for creating 
* new funds, as long as we have any thing left un- 
* mortgaged, or any thing upon which a new or ad- 
« ditional tax can be laid; becauſe the creating of 
new funds, will always increaſe that intereſt which 
they ſeem to have ſo much at heart; and will pre- 
© vent its being ever in our power to diminith thoſe 


+ annuities, which we are obliged to pay them; but 
* ſuch gentlemen ought to conſider, that the number 


* of men, concerned in our landed and trading inte- 
© reſt, muſt always be much greater than the num- 
© ber of thoſe concerned in our funds; ſo that if the 
people ſhould ever come to find, that either our 
landed intereſt and our trading intereſt muſt be 
* deſtroyed, or our public fund intereſt annihilated, 
it is eaſy to ſee upon whom the ruin muſt fall; 
and therefore, if thoſe gentlemen conſider right, 
they mult conclude, that it is againft the intereſt 
« of the proprietors of our funds, to make any ad- 
© ditions to them, or to divert that money which is 
* appropriated and ought to be applied yearly to the 
* diminiſhing of them. | 
Whether or no it may be neceſſary to impoſe 
* any new taxes, I ſhall not now pretend to deter» 
mine; I hope not; but if it ſhould be found ne- 
ceſſary, the produce of a new tax may be appro- 
priated to the current ſervice, as well as the pro- 
* duce of an old; becauſe if any deficiency ſhould 
happen, it may be made good out of the grants 
of the ſucceeding yeat : It not only may, but ought 
to be made good in the very next ſucceeding year; 
© for our pretent debts did not proceed from appro- 
11 * proving 
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« priating the produce of any new tax, but from not 
© taking care to make good, in every ſucceeding 
year, the deficiencies which had happened in the 
grants for the ſervice of the former. We all 
* know, Sir, how dangerous it is to have money 
lying in the Exchequer unappropriated; we know 
what a temptation it is for ſome gentlemen to form 
extravagant projects, and to put the nation to x 
© needleſs zxpence: Nay, we know how apt ſome 
« gentlemen are to break through the moſt ſtrict and 
© the moſt neceſſary appropriations, in caſes where 
there is not an immediate abſolute neceſlity to ap- 
« ply the ſums ſo appropriated to the uſes for which 
they were originally deſigned ; and our experience 
in this particular, is one of the chief reaſons, and 
one of the ſtrongeſt arguments for the queſtion now 
before us; therefore, if we agree to the laying on 
of any new tax, I hope it will be immediately ap- 
« propriated to the ſervice of the enſuing year. 
The very queſtion now before us, is, whether 
we ought to lay a reſtraint upon ourſelves, with 
reſpect to the contracting of any new debt, or di- 
verting the ſinking fund from that uſe for which 
it was originally deſigned, and to which it ſtands 
appropriated by the expreſs words of thoſe acts of 
Parliament by which it was eſtabliſhed ? The re- 
ſtraint now propoſed is only for this ſeſſion; but 
J wiſh the reſtraint were for all ſeſſions to come; 
and I am ſure, if we have any regard for our po- 
ſterity, if we have any regard for the preſent il. 
luſtrious family, if we have any regard for the fu- 
ture happineſs, I may ſay preſervation, of the na- 
tion, we will, at leaſt for this ſeſſion, act as if we 
were under ſuch à reſtraint; therefore there can be 
no harm in laying ourſelves under any ſuch ; and 
there is the more occaſion for it, becauſe of the 
frequent deviations we have lately made from this 
* neceſſary rule, and becauſe of the bad uſe that 
may be made of ſome late precedents; for if a 
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4 


check be not ſpeedily put to ſuch meaſures, as all 


adminiſtrations are but fleeting things, we may ex- 


pect that every adminiſtration will endeavour to 
make themſelves eaſy, and to put off the evil day 
as long as they can, by contracting ſome new debt 
every year, and mor:gaging ſome part of the ſink- 
ing fund, as long as there is a ſhilling of it left: 
As we have at preſcut a pretty conſiderable ſinking 
fund, this meaſure may perhaps ſupport the pre- 
ſent adminiſtration, as long as it can well be ſup- 
poſed to Jaſt, eſpecially if no war happens in the 
mean time; but fad and melancholy will the rec- 
koning certainly come to be at laſt, when we find 
ourſelves engaged in a dangerous and expenſive 
war, our people loaded with as heavy taxes as they 
can poſſibly bear, and all thoſe taxes mortgaged 
for the payment of debrs, except juſt as much as 
may be ſufficient for the ſupport of our civil go- 


vernment. This proſpect, Sir, gives me a moſt 


terrible alarm; and therefore, I am moſt heartily 
for the queliion now before us.” 


was put, viz. That that queſtion be now put, which 
was Carried in the neguive without any diviſion. 


Sendys, Eſq; Sir Fohn Barnard, and Mr. Alderman | 
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The debate being ended, the previous queſtion Qeſtion. 


The chief ſpeakers for the queſtion were Samuel Speakers, 


Willimot; and the chief ſpeakers againſt it were Sir 
William Yonge, Thomas Winnington, Eſq; Sir Robert 
Walpole, and Mr. Alderman Heathcote, 


The ſame day, the houſe according to order, re- Male tax 
ſolved itſelf into a Committee, to conſider of ways 
and means to raiſe the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, 
and reſolved, © That towards the raiſing the ſaid 
* ſupply, the duties on malt, mum, cyder and perry, 
© which by an act of Parliament of the 8th year of 
© his Majeſty's reign, had continuance to the 24th 


1 * day 


laid on, 


Grants for 
the ſupply. 


Account of 
euties ia the 
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day of June, 1736, ſhould be farther continued 
© and charged upon-all malt, .which ſhould be made, 
and all mum which ſhould be made or imported, 


and all cyder and perry which ſhould be made for 


© fale, within the kingdom of Great-Britain, from 
the 25th day of June, 1736, to the 24th of June, 
* 1737 3? which reſolution was next day agreed to 
by the houſe, and a bill ordered to be brought in, 


which was accordingly afterwards brought in and 
paſſed as uſual. | 


N Wedneſday the 4th of February, the houſe 
: # according to order, reſolved itſelf again into 


a Committee, to conſider of the ſupply granted to 
his Majeſty, and reſolved, © That a ſum not exceed- 
ing 79,760 J. 35. 9d, ſhould be granted to his 
* Majeſty for the charge of the office of ordnance 
for land- ſervice for the year 1736, and that a ſum 
not exceeding 4590 J. 13 5. 8 d. ſnould be granted 
to his Majeſty, for defraying the extraordinary 
expence of the office of ordnance for land- ſervice, 
not provided for by Parliament.” 


0 {| 1B 


CNN the 6th, the houſe reſolved, That an 
* humble addreſs ſhould be preſented to his 
« Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to 


give directions, to the proper officer or officers, to 
© lay before the houſe, the following account,“ 


which was accordingly laid before the houſe on the 


23th of the ſame month, and was as follows, viz. 


AQ 
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An acconnt of what duties or impoſitions are now pay- 

able by any att or acts of aſſembly, in any of * 
Britiſh Plantations ia America, on the importation 
and exportation of negroes, wines, or other kind of f 
liquors, or on any goods, wares, or merchandize, 6 
and ſhipping, diſtinguiſhing each duly or impoſition, | 
and each colony and plantation. 


BARBADOES. 


By an act paſſed in 1663, 
An impoſt of 4+ per cent. is laid on all dead 
commodities of the growta of this iſland, ſhipped 
off tlie ſame, payable in ſpecie for ever. 


By an a& paſſed in 1697. 
A duty of one pound of gunpowder per ton, is 
laid on all ſhips entering there. 
| | Perpetual, 


| By an act paſſe in 1705, 
A duty of 55, a head is laid upon every negre 


or other ſlave imported. 


An act paſſed in 1715. 
Lays a tax of 201. upon every horſe or ais ex- 
ported, | 


By an at paſſed in 1715. | 

The following duties are impoſed on goods im- 

ported, that are not of the growth of the Britiſb co- 
lonies. | 


On every ct. of Muſcovado ſugar 
—— imported ſugar 
Gallon of molaſſes 
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On every pipe of wine — — 4 10 0 - 
— ton of mum — 2 15 0 a 
ton of beer, ale, cyder, or perry — x 5 -0 B 
—— gallon of brandy or other ſpirits = 0 1 0 
12 quart bottles of any wine —— o 2 © 
—— of beer, ale, cyder, or perry —— o 1 0 
of mum | — — 19 


ted to the plantation- office. 
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4 . d. 
Pound of cotton —— 0 0 6 By a 
D awe: . wo & oa. 6 
Ct. of ſcraped ginger -— —— 1 0 0 1 
— ſcalded ditto — — o 10 0 


It appears by an account received from Mr. Doi tin, 
preſident of the council, and commander in chief of 
this iſland, that in 1733, there was by virtue of an 
act of the iſland, the following duties paid upon the 
importation of liquors not of the growth of Europe, 
imported in Briiiſb ſhipping, 


But the act for this purpoſe has not been tranſmit- 


St. CHRISTOPHERS. 


By an act paſſed in 1727. 
An impoſt of 45 per cent. is laid upon all commo- 


dities of the growth of the iſland, ſhipped off the 
fame, and payable in ſpecie for ever. 


By an act paſſed in 1732. 
Every ſhip entering there, ſhall pay half a pound 
of gunpowder, and one ſhilling current money per 


And a fuzil or 3os. current money for every 100 
tons, and 44. current money for every ton under or 


over every hundred tons, | beſides the powder ay 
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4 
On every pipe of Madeira wine imported 20 © 
—— pipe of the Peſtern Iſlands or 
gr wh l — F300 
ton of French, Rheniſh, or Spaniſh 5 © © 
ton of beer 20 0 
— do en bottles of wine — o 1 6 
| —— gallonof run — — 0 2 6 
— of brandy — — O 1 0 
of mum | — o 6 
Beer, ale, and cyder, every 12 bottles — 0 1 6 
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By = act paſſed in 1722 3 and by another act paſſed 
in 1732. 
The following impoſts on liquors are collected. 


Current money. 


ANTIGUA. 


By an act paſſed in 1668, 
An impoſt of 4 per cent. is laid in ſpecies on com- 
modities of the growth of the iſland exported. 
Perpetual. 
By an act paſſed in 1676. 
Every veſſel entering there, is to pay one pound 
of gunpowder per ton. 


By an act paſſed in 1697. 
An impoſt is Jaid on all liquors imported. 


. . 

Madeira wine per pipe! — 2 
Of the Weſtern lands, or mixt there- 

with, per pipe 5 4 

French, Rheniſh, or Spaniſh, per ton — 8 

—— and if bottled, per dozen -—— © 

Beer, ale, and cyder, per tan — 2 

— if bottled, per dozen — 0 


wm Ot © © O 
Sooco © © &% 
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4 
Every gallon of mum — ew 0 0 4 
— of brandy — — 0 2 6 1 
— of rum — — 0 2 0 Fre: 
Half the duty to be drawn hs on re- exportation. ¶ tem 
er 
By an act paſſed in 1721. g 
| Goods of the produce of the French iſlands im. 
ported to Antigua, pay as follows. Eve 
„ Eve 
Every pound of refined ſugar- —— © ©o 9 iow 
A cxt. of ſtrained or Muſcovado ſugar o 5 © 
of lump or powdered ſugar —— o 0 4; 
Molaſſes. per gallon — — o 0 6 
n per pound — 0 6 
Ginger per cwt. — 6 0 
| WM On 


By an act paſſed in 1726 7. ak 
An additional duty of 205. 80 pipe is laid on all On 
* wine. 


NEVIS. 


By an aft paſſed in 1675. 
An impoſt of 41 per cent. is lid in ſpecie on al! 
« commodities of the growth of the iſland ex- 


ported. 


„„ 


' Perpetual 
11 fl att paſſed in 1699. 
A duty of one pound of piſtol powder per ton, is 
laid on every veſſel entering and ſtaying 48 hours. 
And one fuzil for every 100 tons. 


By another act paſſed in 1699. 
A duty or impoſt is laid 


on every gallon of rum imported 2 2 
0 — O 


Li 
2 


18 
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The following commodities of the produce of the 
French Mands, imported into Nevis, or re-ſhipped or 


removed from one ſhip to another in the harbours 
there, ſhall pay 


By an act paſſed in 1717. 


4. 
Every cwt. of white ſugar — O 10 ©O 
— brown, ditto 3 — 0 6 0 
Every gallon of rum — 0 6 o 
—— of molaſſes — — 0 I 0 
By an act paſſed in 1725. 
| An impoſt is laid 
| . 
On every pipe of Madeira wine imported 2 0 0 
of the e therewith 4 © © 
On every ton of French, Rheniſh, Spaniſh, 
on Italian, and Canary — ; ere 
—— if bottled, per dozen — 0 2 0 
—— of beer, ale, and cyder in caſk 2 9 0 
if bottled, per dozen quarts 0 1 0 
of rum — — 0 3 0 


This act was to expire in 1728, but is ſuppoſed to 
have been ſince continued by ſubſequent 12 be- 
cauſe it appears by the treaſurer's account in 1735, 
that ſuch duties were then collected; but the act for 
continuing the ſame, has not been tranſmitted to 
the board of trade. | | 


MONTSERRAT, 


; | * „ act paſſed in a * 

n impoſt of 41 per cent. is laid in ſpeeie on 

commodities of the growth of this land exported. 
[Vir 


” 
1 


2 
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By an act paſſed in 1734. 


Kite 
Upon every pipe of wine imported —— 2 © 9» 
— ton of beer. —— — 2 O 0 
— 12 bottles of beer —— — -— 0 1 6 
—— barrel of cyder— — 0 2 6 

FAMAIC A. 
By an act paſſed in 1728. 
Perpetual, 


The following duties or impoſts are laid; 


HHP 
On every ton of Spaniſh, or Madeira wine 6 © 
of the Weſtern iſlands or Azores, 33 
or mixt therewith — $ 
— French, Rheniſh, or Portugal — 5 © 
—— gallon of brandy, arrack or other? „ „ 
ſpirits - ; 
—— ton of beer, ale, or cyder — 2 © 
of mum or metheglin — 3 0 
cwt. of ginger — O 15 
of Muſcovado or Panneel ſugar — 0 3 
— pound of refined ſugar — 0 0 
of tobacco — 0 
of indico — O o 
of cotton — — — Oo 0 
A cxt. of cocoa in veſſels belonging | 
to the iſland 5 75 
— in any other veſſel — 8 


All veſſels entering inwards from any place to the 


O © > 


cn OO 


SS 0 wow .aAaso.0.0:0 


northward of the tropic of Cancer, one pound ct 


gunpowder per ton each voyage. 


All veſſels trading only to the fouthward of the 
tropic of Cancer, one pound of gunpowder per ton 


per annum. 


. 


By 
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f By temporary acts paſſed in 1734, and 1735. 
An impoſt is laid on every ſlave imported, of 1 J. 
payable by the Purchaſer. 
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B A HAMAS. 


By an act paſſed in 1734. 
The tollowing duties are ing 


eee 3. 


Every negro imported _—_ benz 
* 
if imported from any colony in 
America, having reſided . 3 
6 months and upwards 
i not reſided there 6 months, N 
F then but — * 
Pipe of wine of the Madeira ord 
weſtern iſlands —— . 
Beer and cyder, per barrel ww — 0 x 6 
All ſhips and veſſels not built in thoſe 


6 9 
ll. L 


+ 
O 


© 


l ſands, that ſhall arrive there, or depart A 
from thence, and ſhall put on ſhore, or > 1 6 
„or uke on board goods, ſhall pay per 3 
ton each voyage — — p — 
0 . 
0 ; | 
6 Duties on. goods exported, 
6 On every buſhel of ſalt — — 0 0 1 
4 do Foot of one inch plank — © 1 6 
; All plank thicker or thinner, to 
3 | pay in proportion. 
nico feet of timber —— — 0 6' 0 
© i -—— Tortoiſe ———— — O 00 9 
; | | 
BERMUDA. 
. By an act paſſed in 1690, or 1691, 
5 And two additional acts to it paſſed in 1703, and 
= - —- a x ” 
ton 8 | 


Every 
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Every veſſel belonging to the iſland un- 0 
3 


For a hogſhead of rum, or ſpirits not ex- "HI 
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* #, 
der 40 tons, ſhall pay each 


—— If above 40 tons — — — 0 4 


Veſſels belonging to ſtrangers to pay 2 3 
each voyage per ton = 8 


By an act paſſed in 1698. 


gers, not inhabitants there, viz. 
„ 


ceeding 80 gallons 


And all other caſks in proportion. 
For every ſort of wine, cyder, beer, ale, and 


d. 
0 


0 


0 


An impoſt is laid on all liquors, imported by ſtran- 


d, 
0 


mum, imported by a ſtranger, not inhabitant, viz, 


x | . 
Every pipe of wine —— — 3 0 
Other caſk or bottles in proportion. 
Beer, ale, cyder, and mum per hogſhead o 6 
Other cask or bottles in proportion. 


d. 
0 


0 


N. B. The following-lift of duties is computed in Ca- 
rolina mozey, which is about 700 per cent. 


worſe than ſterling. 


SOUTHCAROLINA. 
By an act paſſed in 1922-3. 


And continued by ariother, paſſed in 17 1 


The following duties of impoſt are raiſed; 


| A 

On every pipe of Madeira wine —— 6 © 
Wille. —- —w— — 10 o 

On every gallon of vinegar — — o o 
— Rum | | — — © © 


9 
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1 
On every barrel of beef —— — 0 10 0 
— — Of cyder from northern colonies — © 10 © 
— Gallon of molaſſes — — o 0 
— Of lime-juice — — 0 0 8 
—— Quart bottle of brandy, or roſa ſolis o o 6 
— Gallon ditto, in caſk —4 o 2 © 
— Cwt, of brown-ſugar — o 2 6 
— Wbite ſugar —— = <Q 
—— Pound of refined ſugar— 0 0 3 
Ct. of cocoa ' — 915 0 
Pound of chocolate— — © 1 0 
| . Cwt. of tobacco . — 0 15 a 
Cut. of butter — 010 © 
— Candles 8 — 10 0 
— Tall? — 7 0 
— Salt-fiſh — — 2 5 Q 
——— Barrel of herrings, mackrel, or o- I 0 
ther pickled finn ber 
— Train Oil | — — O 7 6 
- ubber — 0 34 0 
— Pork — — 110 0 
— Cranberries — — 010 0 
— Cur. of beef — o 10 0 
—— Of . brown biſket — 3 
— Of white ditto —— — 0 2 6 
— Middling biſket — 0 2 0 
— Half barrel of flower n—w—_— 2 > 
Curt. of hams and bacen, —— 1 0 Q 
— Soap os i © 0 
On timber, plank, boards, ſtaves, ſhingles, or 
any other * from other plantations, 20 l. 
per cent. N «405 3 „ 
All other wooden ware, 5 J. per cent. 7 "Tl 4 
u .. * ff : ba © To , 
On every 1000 of bricks from other p Wc 
_ Plantations — — 


On 
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On every horſe and mare, under 15 
hands high 
On all negro ſlaves directly from 
Africa or any other place, except Spaniſb C10 o o 
negroes, if above 10 years of age 
All negroes under 10 years of age 7 
(Sucklings excepted) 5 
On all Indians importd — 50 
Deer ſkins, per ſkin — 
On every barrel of pitch and tar — 
—Cwrt. of ſcraped ginger — 
—— Of A ginger — 
am— kegg of pickled ſturgeon — 
— Of dite ſalmon w_ 
Pound of preſerves, ſweetmeats 
| and ſuckads | — ; 
—— Of ſperma-ceti — 
——— Gallon of ditto oil!!k 
xt. of bees- way 
———— Buſhel of peas, and Indian corn 5 
of Michaelmas, 1723. 
——— Pound of indiſoo — 
—harrel of onionss — 
Of apples or pears 
Pound wt. of whalebone— 
— Of beaver — — 
— — Dozen of otter, fox, cat, or ra- 
coon ſkins e——_ q 
— rut. of piemento — 
— Ton of log wood — 


00 860 


eee 0 


* © 


O wm 9 O — 


00.0 00000 0 00 0-0 000 o - © 
A oO eh © © 


10 0 
All European goods one per cent. on their prime 
coſt from Europe, rating the difference of exchange 
at 400 per cent. in the current money of Carolina. 

Goods ſold or moved from one ſhip to another in 
the province, to pay the ſame duties as if landed, 
and be intitled to the ſame drawbacks, 


Duties 


C 


O S O 0A ww S O O A Q 


G 


O 
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Duties te be paid on goods exported. 
1 

On every pound of tanned leatger— 0 o 2 
— tanned calf or deer {kin 1 0 
— raw hide 9 5 © 
On every Indian dreſt deer ſkin, a 136 

pound and upwards — 
— under a pound — oO 3 
— raw deer ſckian - o 6 

Goods imported, F 

On every negro above ten years ol 

from America — _—_ $50 WO 


— under ten years old — 5 0 0 
Except new negroes who had not been 
fix months on ſhore in America. 
On every Spaniſh negro, Indian, Mu- 
ſtee, or Mullatto per head —— $150 2 


All goods re- exported in ſix months after import- 
ed, ſhall be allowed a drawback of three fourth * 
of the duty paid on importation, 


By an act paſſed in 1734. 
The farther additional duties are raiſed in the na- 
ture of port duties for fortifying Charles-Town, 


1 
On every pipe of Madeira wine 0 © 
—— gallon of rum — {F_ 5 
— of molaſſes — — 0 00 8 
— barrel of flower — 0 
—— cwt. of Muſcovado ſugar — © 2 6 
—— Clayed ſugar — 93 © 
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tion- office, laying duties of importation or exporta- 
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A. 


GEORGH 


There has hitherto been no act paſſed for laying 
duties of importation or exportation in this province, 


NORTH-CAROLIN A. 
There are no laws of this province in the Planta. 


tion, 


EL 4 4:44 1. 4 1-8 


VIRGINTI A. 


By an act paſſed in 1680. 

Lays an impoſt on all tobacco exported. | 
| Perpetual. 

Sterling, 
| &- 36 
On every hogſhead — (— 9 2 0 
The ſame for every 500 lb. wt. exported in bulk, 
and proportionable tor a greater or leſſer quantity. 
Lays alſo a tonnage duty. 
. Sterling, 
> 1 
Of 1 half 1b. of gunpowder, and 3 1b. 5 
ſhot per ton, or i * 

And 6 d. per poll for every perſon 7 
ported, except mariner — - 


3 
o 6 


By an act paſſed in 1705. 
An impoſt is laid on the following goods, expor:- 
ed for the uſe of the college erected in that colony, 
VIZ, | 


Sterling, 
1 
On every raw hide exportd — o 0 3 
3 tanned ditto — — 0 6 
— ert buck skin — 0 5 4 ; 
n 


6. 


* ww a.Qy 


4. 
4 
1 
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1 
On every undreſt ditto 0:2 
— dreſt doe sk in — © O 12 
—— undreſt ditto — — 0 0 o 
—— pound of beaver w— o 0 3 
—— otter skin — — 0 0 2 
—— wild Cat skin — — 0 0 13 
— ä — minx skin — — 0 0 1 
e — — 0 O 14 
— 12 racoon skins — — 0 0 3 
— 12 musk rat — — 0 0 2 
| —— every elk skin 0 45 


An act paſſed in 1726. 
Lays a duty on liquors imported, part expired; 
but by that part of it ſtill in force, | 
Sterling. 
4. 
Eyery gallon of rum, brandy, and 
other diſtilled ſpirits imported, and : 
every gallon of wine, pay until the * 


year 1737 


— — 


By an act paſſed in 1732. 
Every gallon of rum, brandy, and 
other diſtilled ſpirits, and every 6100 6 3 
lon of wine ſhall pay — 
Except ſuch liquors as are imported directly from 
Great-Britain. 


MARYLAND. 


By an act paſſed in 1704. | 
A duty of 25. per hogſhead is laid on all tobac- 
co exported, half to the proprietor, and half to the 
governor, 


By another act paſſed in 1704. 
All perſons not being inhabitants in the province, 
and exporting beet, my or bacon, ſhall pay a 
2 or 
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| | KC £ 
For dried beef and bacon, per wt. — 0 1 
undried pork and beef, per barrel o 1 


© © ite 


By an act paſſed in 1704. 

A duty of 34. per ton is laid upon the tonnage 
of all ſhips entering that province, except ſuch as, 
bona fide, were built in, or belong to the people of 
that province, 


By an act paſſed in 1715. 
A duty is laid on the following goods imported, 
VIZ, 


5 Sterling, 
On every gallon of rum, ſpirits, wine 


and brandy, imported by land — EI 
by water — 6 0 4 
every 1riſh ſervant imported —— o 1 0 
— negro —— — o' 1 0 


The government of this province is in a proprie- 
tor, who is not obliged, by his charter, to tranſmit 
to the crown ſuch laws as are paſſed there for appro- 
bation or diſallowance; but the proprietor being a 
Roman Catholic in 1689, King William and Queen 
Mary took the province under their protection, and 
appointed a governor, and Queen Anne did the 
ſame z and during that time, the laws of the pro- 
vince were tranſmitted for approbation, among 


which the foregoing are found. 
FENSZ LF ANITA. 
It is a proprietary government, and there are no 
acts of this province tranſmitted to the Plantation- 
ce, laying duties of importation gr exportation. 


NEW 
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NEW JE RSE Z. 


By an act paſſed in 1725. 
A duty is laid on the following goods exported. 


Y: „ | 
5 On 9 ſhel of wheat or wheat- bo f 
ol nbolted 
— . 3 of 35 inches long, [ 

or under ——— 39 wv | 

i — if wg 35, and under 46 tlie Zr 0 | 
ong | 

— above 45, and under 56 — 1 10 o | 

— 56 inches long and upwards — 2 © 0 | 

—— 1000 of heading, of any fort — 1 10 © | 

q bolt that ſtaves or heading can be 
þ made of 30 DP 
f By an act paſſed i in 1730. ö 
, Lays a duty on the 1mportation of 0 
every perſon „ of mur- : 5 0 ® 5 
e- i 
5 der, felony, Ec. a 
0- | 
| 


By an act paſſed in 17 33. 
A duty of forty ſhillings per ton is laid on all 
* copper exported to any other plantation. 


" NEW YORK. 
'S By an act paſſed in 1732. 
A duty is laid on the r 
On every ſlave four years old and up- X 
_ wards, directly from Africa — 
5 — from all other places 4 
— pipe of wine — 2 
—— gallon of rum, brandy, or 7 
17 diſtilled liquor, or ſhrub —— 30 


L 3 
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1 © 
On every gallon of rum or ſpirits Iy ors 
& 23 


led in the province, wholly or So 
in part from molaſſes 
— 1001. value of European or Brit 


goods, imported from the Bri- >5 


o © 
7i/þ iſlands in the Weſt- Indies 
=——— CWt. of cocoa — 0 
By an act paſſed in 1732. 
A duty is laid on every piece of IN? +10 
ſold at Oſwego y 
On every gallon of rum — 1 0 


By an act paſſed in 1734. 

A duty of 35. current money per ton, is laid on 

all veſſels entering in, or clearing out, except veſſels 

built 1n the colony, or wholly owned by the inhabi- 

tants thereof, or the inhabitants of Great-Britain and 

coaſting veſſels between cape Henlopen and New 
Hampſhire incluſive, and whaling veſſels, 


By another act paſſed in 1734. 
A duty is laid on empty cask imported. 
J. 


. 
On every empty hogſhead ww © 1 6 
- light tevice — — O 1 0 
—— barrel or ſmaller cask — Oo 0 9 
flower or bread barrel — 0 1 O 

— flower or bread half barre! — 0 0 7; 

By an act paſſed in 1734. 
| "37 
A duty is laid on every barrel of cyder 9 
imported $0 

— on every barrel of pork — 0 3 © 
on every barrel of beef — o 2 o 

with an exemption in favour of cyder, pork and beef 


trom New Ferſey. 3 
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MASSACHUSET'S. 


By an act paſſed in 1734. 
The following duties were Jaid on goods and 
merchandize imported, and on the tonnage of ſhip- 
ping, vig. 
| LE At 
On every pipe of wine from the "ey 
ern iſlands — — 
— the Canaries —— — 2 
Madeira — 1 
U and all other ſorts — I 
— hogſhead of rum — 1 
—— ſugar — — 0 2 
n — molaſſes — — o 
ls —— tobacco — — 
| — 0 


| —— ton of logwood 


— oo — x — 


15 
3 


0 On all other goods 3 d. on every 205. value. 
All goods imported from Great-Britain excepted, 
All molaſſes and rum belonging to foreigners, 
ſhall pay 


© 
00000000 © 


* 
For every hogſhead of molaſſes — o 5 0 
— of rum — — 6 0 O 


All ſuch liquors or goods, imported from any other 
place than of their growth, ſhall pay double. 

Every veſſel coming to trade in this province (ex- 
cept ſhips all owned in the province, or belonging 
to Great-Britain, or to Penſylvania, New Ferſey, 
| New York, Connecticut, Rhode-1ſland, or New Hamp- 
| ſhire) ſhall pay each voyage five ſhillings per ton, 

or one pound of good new piſtol powder for every 
) ton burden, ſaving for that part owned in Great-Bri- 
tain or this province, or the aforeſaid governments, 
ef which are exempted. | 


2 2 4 NEW 
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NEW HAMPIHIRE. 


By an act paſſed in 1702. 
A duty is laid on the tonnage of all ſhipping, 
vix. 
One pound of good new gunpowder in ſpecie for 
each ton ſuch veſſel contains. 


TF 


A new government not ſufficiently ſettled to eſta. 
bliſh an aſſembly, and therefore cannot make laws 
or raiſe taxes. 


VE M FO UND EAN P. 


Not allowed to make laws, nor ſeveral other pri- 
vileges enjoyed by other plantations. 


N the 11th of February, the houſe, according 
to order, reſolved itſelf again into a commit- 


tee, to conſider of the ſupply granted to his Maje- 


ſty, and came to the following reſolutions, viz. 


1. That a ſum not exceeding 217, 269 J. 4 5. 10d. 
ſhould be granted to his Majzſty for the ordinary of 


the navy, (including half. pay to ſea-olicers) for the 


year 1736. 


2. That a ſum not exceeding 10,000 J. Thould be 
pres to his Majeſty upon account, towards the 

upport of the royal hoſpital of Greenwich, for the 
better maintenance of the ſeamen of the ſaid hoſpi- 
tal, worn out and become decrepid in the ſervice of 
their country, 


3. That a ſum not exceeding 24,518 J. 105. 


ſhould: be granted to his Majeſty upon account, for 


Out- 


2 "ii. 1 n PI a FAY * << © — 
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out-penſioners of Chelſea hoſpital, for the year 1736. 
which reſolutions were next day agreed to by the 


houſe. 
g, The houſe having on the 10th began to hear the 2 thecark 
matter of the petition of Richard Sheppard, Eſq; 1 
or complaining of an undue election and return for the 


borough of Southwark, in the county of Surry, in 
purſuance of their order mentioned in our laſt, ' and 
having proceeded in the ſaid hearing on the Thurſday 
following, the petitioner, afrer he had examined all 
. bis witneſſes in ſupport of his petition, was adviſed 
ye to give up the affair; whereupon Mr. Heathcote, the 
firing member, was prevailed on not to give the 
houſe the trouble of examining any witneſſes in ſup- 
port of his right, or to puſh the affair any farther, 
ſo that upon the T ueſday afrer, being the 17th, the 
. houſe reſolved, nemine contradicents, that George 
leathcote, Eſq; was duly clected a burgeſs to ſerve 
in this preſent Parliament for the borough of South- 
wark 1n the county of Surry. 


- N Friday the 2oth of Felruary, a petition of Petition - 
his Majeſty's juſtices of the peace for the coun - San firi- 
ty of Middleſex, in their general quarter- ſeſſions aſ- quors. 
. ſembled, was preſented to the houſe, and read, ſet- 
f ting forth, That the drinking of geneva and other 
* diſtilled ſpirituous liquors, had, for ſome years laſt 
* paſt, greatly increaſed, eſpecially among the peo- 
ple of inferior rank; and that the conſtant and ex- 
* ceſſive uſe thereof, had already deſtroyed thou- 
* ſands of his Majeſty's ſubjects, and rendered great 
numbers of others unfit for uſeful labour and ſer- 
vice, debauching at the ſame time their morals, 
* and driving them into all manner of vice and 
* wickedneſs; and that that pernicious liquor was then 
* ſold, not only by diſtillers and geneva ſhops, but 
by many other perſons of inferior trades; by which 
r means journeymen, apprentices, and ſervants were 
a drawn 


—  vW WW 
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< drawn in to taſte, and by degrees to like, approve, 
and immoderately to drink thereof; and that the 
< petitioners apprehend the public welfare and 
« ſafety, as well as the trade of the nation, would be 
greatly affected by it, as that practice was dange- 
* rous and miſchievous to the health, ſtrength, 
peace, and morals, and tended greatly to diminiſh 
the labour and induſtry of his Majeſty's ſubjects , 
and therefore praying, that the houſe would take 
the premiſes into their ſerious conſideration, and 


apply ſuch remedy as the houſe ſhould judge moſt 
proper. 


Which petition was ordered to be referred to a 
committee of the whole houſe z and it was reſolved, 
that the houſe would upon the Monday following, 
reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole houle 
to conſider of the ſaid petition. 


R 4 K ® 


Reſolution Accordingly, on Monday the 23d, the houſe re- 

again pi- ſolved itſelf into the ſaid committee, and (Sir Charl:s 

ders. Turner being in the chair) the Maſter of the Rolls 
moved the following reſolutions, 472. 


© 1, That the low price of ſpirituous liquors was 
the principal inducement to the exceſſive and per- 
© nicious ule thereof, 


* 2. That in order to prevent the exceſſive and 
« pernicious uſe of ſpirituous liquors, a diſcourage- 
ment ſhould be given thereto by a duty to be laid 
on all ſuch liquors by retail. 


That the vending, bartering, or uttering the 
* ſaid liquors ſhould be reſtrained to perſons keep- 
ing public brandy ſhops, victualling houſes, cot- 
© fee houſes, ale houſes and innholders, and to ſuch 
apothecaries and ſurgeons, as ſhould make uſe of 
the ſame by way of medicine only. 


4. 
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« 4, That no perſon keeping a public brandy 
« ſhop, a public victualling houſe, coffee houſe, or 
« ale houſe, or being an innholder, ſhould be per- 
© mitted to vend, barter, or utter the ſaid liquors, 
but by a licence, with a duty payable thereupon. 


Which reſolutions were all agreed to, without any 
debate in the committee; and being next day re- 
ported to the houſe, they were there likewiſe agreed 
to without any debate; and as from theſe reſolu- 
tions it appeared, that it would be neceſſary to lay 
on ſome new duties, and that it might perhaps be 
neceſſary to make ſome alterations in the old, there- 
fore it was ordered, that the ſaid report ſhould be re- 
ferred to the committee of the whole houſe, to whom 
it was referred to conſider farther of ways and means 
for raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty. 


347 


Accordingly, the ſaid committee of ways and Farther re- 


| means, took this affair into their conſideration on 


Monday the 8th day of March, when the following 
reſolutions were moved for, viz, / 


© 1. That for all ſpirituous liquors, which any re- 
* tailer thereof ſhould, from and after the 24th day 
* of June, 1736, be poſſeſſed of, there ſhould be 


* granted to his Majeſty a duty of twenty ſhillings 
per gallon. 


© 2, That from and after the 24th day of June 
* 1736, the ſum of 50/. yearly ſhould be paid to 
his Majeſty, for a licence to be taken out yearly, 
by every perſon keeping a public brandy ſhop, a 
public victualling-houſe, coffee-houſe, or ale-houſe, 
* or being an inn-holder, who ſhould vend, bar- 
© ter, or utter, any ſuch ſpirituous liquors.” And on 
the 17th of March, the following reſolutions were 
moved for, 


ſolutions a- 
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© 1, That the duty and revenue, which ſhcyld 
ariſe by licences for vending brandy or ſpirits, a; 
alſo the preſent duties on low wines, ſtrong vn. 
ters, brandy, rum, arrack, and all other ipirits, 
whether foreign or Britiſh; and ſuch duti:s 33 
ſhould ariſe by retailing the ſame, ſhow! e 
united to, and made part of the general 


gregate fund eſtabliſhed by the act of the lung ef 

King George I. and ſhould be iflued and app/i:4 

to the uſes to which the ſaid fund is, or ſhoul be 
made applicable. 


a > @ & © © 


2. That all the ſeveral annuities, payments, and 
appropriations, which were then charged upon and 
payable out of the ſaid ſeveral dutics on ſtrorg 


ſhould be charged upon, and made payable out 
of the ſaid aggregate fund. 


Upon the motion for the firſt of theſe reſoluticns, 
ſeveral gentlemen teſtified their diſlike to the laying 
on ſo high a duty at once upon all fpirituous l- 


quors; becauſe it was really in ſome manner laying 


Mr. Pulte- 
ney's ſpeech, 


a prohibition upon the retailer of any ſuch ; and 
particularly William Pulteney, Eſq; ſtood up, and 
ſpoke to the following effect, viz, 


Sir, I believe it will be admitted by every gen- 
© tleman, that the conſtant and exceſſive uſe of ſpi- 
« rituous liquors among the inferior rank of our 
© people, is a practice which has of late years 
© grown to a monſtrous height, and it will be as 
« generally and as readily admitted, that this prac- 
* tice is dangerous and miſchievous to the health, 
© ſtrength, peace, and morals of the people, and that 
it tends greatly to diminiſh the labour and induſtry 
© of his Majeſty's ſubjects, therefore I believe we 
* ſhall agree in this, that ſome method ought ws 


waters, brandy, rum, arrack, or any other ſpirit, } 
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0 « be. taken for putting a ſtop to this practice; but 
« whether it be neceſſary for this end to lay a total 
« prohibition upon the retail of ſuch liquors, is a 
« queſtion that will, in my opinion, admit of ſome 
« doubt, and deſerves our moſt ſerious conſidera- 
tion, becauſe of the many bad conſequences with 
which ſuch a prohibition muſt certainly be at- 
W « tended. 

« Let us conſider, Sir, that the diſtilling trade is 
© a buſineſs which has been carried on by royal au- 
« thority for about a hundred years, and that it has 
© been not only highly approved, but very much | 
1 W © cncouraged by ſeveral acts of Parliament paſſed 
0 © fince the revolution. Under ſuch public, ſuch 
great, and ſuch ſolemn ſanctions, what perſon in 
the kingdom could imagine, that the trade was in 
© itſelf pernicious, or that it was inconſiſtent with 
© the health and welfare of the people? No Man 
could: And accordingly, great numbers of his Ma- 
« jeſty*s ſubjects, eſpecially within theſe laſt forty 
© years, have betaken themſelves to this buſineſs, and 
F © have employed all the money they were maſters of 
ein providing materials proper for the buſineſs, 
b And farther, Sir, as the diſtilling of ſuch ſpirits, 
d © has met with great encouragement from the legiſ- 
; { ature for many years paſt; ſo likewiſe the retail 
© of them has been ſo much encouraged, or at leaſt 
* connived at, that there is not now an inn, an ale- 
. * houſe, or a coffee-houſe in the kingdom, but what 
" * owes a great part of its profits to the retail of ſuch 
* Iiquors : By which means, there are now ſuch mul- 
* tirudes of familics in the kingdom who owe their 


— — m_ 


ah... 


„chief, if not their only ſupport to the diſtilling, 
h * or to the retail of ſuch liquors, that they very well 
10 deſerve the care, and the conſideration of a Britiſh 
| * houſe of Commons. 

2 1 The only complaint now before us, Sir, is a- 
to gainſt the conſtant and exceſſive uſe of ſpirituous 
bs liquors among pertons of inferior rank: There is 


© no 
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no complaint againſt the liquors themſelves, nor 
was it ever ſaid that a moderate uſe of any ſort of 
* ſuch liquors was hurtful ; nay, it will be granted, 
I believe, that the moderate uſe of them is, upon 
many occaſions, convenient, if not neceſſary; ſo 
© that by a total prohibition of ſuch liquors by retail, 
ve ſeem to be carrying the remedy much farther 
© than the diſeaſe, even with reſpect to our home 
made ſpirits. But with reſpect to rum, I am ſure 
© there was never any complaint againſt the conſtant 
© and exceſſive uſe of that liquor among perſons of 
inferior rank, therefore I can ſee no reaſon for put- 
© ting a ſtop to the retail of that liquor; and when 
we conſider the preſent low, and diſtreſſed con- 
dition of our ſugar colonies, and that they are 
© now chiefly ſupported by the ſale of their rum, ] 
think we ought not to put almoſt an intire ſtop to 
the conſumption of that liquor, without ſome very 

< ſtrong and very urgent reaſons for ſo doing. 
From what I have ſaid, Sir, 1 hope no gentle- 
man will ſuppoſe or imagine, that I am arguing 
againſt our taking ſome method for putting a ſtop 
to the conſtant and exceſſive uſe of ſuch liquors a- 
mong perſons of inferior rank. No, Sir, I ſhall 
readily and willingly agree to any proper method 
for that purpoſe z but I muſt declare, that my con- 
cern is ſo great for the multitudes of families, both 
in this iſland and in the Weſt-Indies, who now owe 
their chief ſupport to the making and vending ot 
ſuch liquors, that I cannot give my conſent to any 
regulation which will turn them intirely, and at 
once out of that buſineſs to which they at preſent 
owe their chief ſupport; eſpecially, as I am con- 
vinced the diſeaſe we have now under our conſide- 
ration, does not any way ſtand in need of ſuch a 
deſperate cure: And J have likewiſe ſo great a re- 
« gard for his Majeſty and his illuſtrious family, and 
© for the peace and quiet of this kingdom, that 1 
cannot 
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cannot give my conſent to a regulation, which I 
forſee will raiſe great diſſatisfaction to the preſent 
government, and may produce ſuch riots and tu- 
mults, as may endanger our preſent eſtabliſhment, 
or at Rraſt ſuch as cannot be quelled without 
ſpilling the blood of many of his Majeſty's once 
faithful ſubjects, and putting an end to the liber- 
ties of the people. It is a dangerous, it is, Sir, a 
terrible thing, to reduce many thouſands of fami- 
lies at once to a ſtate of deſpair, which will be the 
certain conſequence of laying ſo high duties upon 
the retail of ſpirituous liquors as will amount to a 
total prohibition. 

« Tae conſtant and exceſſive uſe of ſpirituous li- 
quors among the inferior rank of our people is the 
only complaint now properly before us; and as it 
is evi lent that this grievance proceeds entirely from 
the low price of our home made ſpirituous liquors, 
it is certain, that a duty upon all ſuch, perhaps, 
leſs than that which was impoſed” by the late act 
againſt Geneva, would prevent the conſtant and 
exceſſive uſe of ſuch liquors among the inferior 
rank of our people: This, Sir, I think, is evident 
from the eitect of thoſe duties which are laid upon 
brandy and rum; for it is certain, that brandy and 
rum are more coveted by the vulgar, and may ca- 


ſily be made more palatable than any ſort of home 


made ſpirit; yet we nave never heard of great 
complaints made againſt the conſtant and exceſſive 
uſe of brandy or rum among perſons of inferior 
rank; the reaſon of which certainly is, becauſe the 
duties upon theſe liquors have raiſed the price fo 
high, that the lower ſort of people cannot afford to 
make a conſtant and exceſſive uſe of them; and 
therefore it is plain, that if the. price of all home 
made ſpirits were, by a duty to be laid upon them, 
made as high as the price of rum is at preſent, it 
would prevent the conſtant and exceſſive uſe of them 
among rhe vulgar, 
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© It cannot be ſaid, Sir, that nothing but a total 
prohibition can be an effectual remedy againſt the 
evil complained of, becauſe we all know that the 
late act againſt geneva was effectual ſo far as it 
went: It was made, we know, to extend only to 
compound ſpirits, and with reſpect to them it was 
an effectual remedy, for it put an intire ſtop to the 
conſtant and exceſſive uſe of ſuch ſpirits among 
thoſe of inferior rank; but ſome of the diſtiller; 
immediately began to make a fort of plain ſpirit, 
which, I believe, in deriſion of the act, they called 
Parliament brandy, and this the common people 
made as conſtant and as exceſſive an uſe of, as they 
had before done of compound ſpirits : This was 
the caſe of that act, and if it had been amended, 
and made to extend to all home-made ſpirits, in- 
ſtead of being repealed, there would never have 
been occaſion tor any ſuch complaint as that we 
have now before us: How it came to be repealed 
I ſhall not so. take upon me to explain; but 
upon recollecting what was the effect of that act, 
I think we need not give ourſelves any great trou- 
ble, in ſearching after a remedy for the diſcaſe 
now complained of: Let us but revive that act, 
extend it to all home-made ſpirits, and add ſome 
clauſes for preventing any perſon's ſelling ſpirituous 
liquors without a licence, and I am convinced the 
remedy will be found to be effectual. 

But admitting that nothing but a total prohibi- 
tion will do, yet for God's ſake, Sir, let us have 
ſome regard to the many poor families that are 
now ſupported, by the diſtilling and vending ot 


ſpirituous liquors : Do not let us, for God's ſake, 


turn them all at once out of their livelihood : Let 
us conſider how difficult it is for a man, who has 
been bred up to, and has long exerciſed one ſort of 
buſineſs, to turn himſelf all at once to another, by 
which he may ſupport his family : Let us conſider 
what a loſs he muſt ſuſtain by the ſale of thoſe u- 
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« renſils, he had occaſion for in his former way of 
« buſineſs : the difficulty muſt upon all occaſions be 
great, the loſs muſt be conſiderable ; but by turn- 
ing ſuch multitudes adrift at once, we ſhall make 
the difficulty inſurmountable, and the loſs irrepa- 
rable; for there will be ſuch numbers brought at 
« once to look out for new employ ments, that it will 
make it impoffible for any one of them to ſucceed; 
« and there will be ſuch a large quantity of a certain 
« fort of materials brought at once to the market, 
that none of them will bear any price. In ſhorr, 
Sir, the difficulties and diſtreſſes, which many poor 
families muſt be drove to, raiſe in me the moſt 
« melancholy reflections, and they muſt raiſe in the 
© breaſt of every man that hears me, the moſt com- 
« paſſionate concern; therefore, if it be thought ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to lay on ſuch duties as will 
amount to a prohibition, I hope they will not be 


* laid on all at once: We may now lay on a {mall 


duty upon all forts of ſpirits ſold by retail, and a 
* ſmall duty upon licences for ſclling by retail; we 
may increaſe thoſe duties the next ſeſſion, and we 
may go on increaſing yearly, till they be at laft 
brought up ſo high, as to amount to a prohibition : 
* By this method, people will have time to look 
* about them, and will get out of the trade by de- 


| © orees 3 Which will make it the leſs hurtful to eve- 


© ry particular man, and the more eaſy for him to 
* fix himſelf in ſome new way of buſineſs, by which 
he may be able to ſupport his family. 

© I have often heard, Sir, of ſumptuary laws, by 
* which certain ſorts of apparel, or rather decora- 
* tions, have been forbid ro be worn by perſons of 
inferior rank; but I never yet heard of a ſumptu- 
* ary law, by which any fort of victuals or drink, 
* were forbid to be inade uſe of by perſons of a low 
degree; yet this is, as it appears to me, what ſeems 
to be now intended: We are abfolutely to forbid 
the uſe of ſpirituous liquors, to all thoſe who are 
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© not able to purchaſe a certain number of gallons 
© at a time: A poor journeyman or labourer ſhall 
© not have a dram, ſhall not have a glaſs of punch, 
* unleſs he can ſpare to lay out eight or ten ſhillings 


at a time, which I am ſure two thirds of our peo. 


© ple cannot well ſpare to do: Whereas, if a man 
is rich enough to lay out eight or ten ſhillings at a 
time, or profligate enough to pawn his coat, in 
© order to raiſe the money, he may drink as much, 
© he may commit as many debauches in that liquor 
© as he pleaſes, the Jaw contrived by the wiſdom of 
the Britiſh legiſlature, againſt the exceſſive drinking 
of ſpirits, ſhall put no reſtraint upon any ſuch man: 
If ſpirituous liquors, even when taken in the moſt 
© moderate way, are of ſuch a pernicious nature, that 
they ought never to be taſted without the advice and 
« preſcription of a phyſician, we ought to take care 
© of the rich as well as of the poor, by putting it out 
of the power of the former as well as of the latter, 
© to taſte the bewitching cup without ſuch advice 
and preſcription 3 but if the moderate uſe of ſuch 
* liquors be no way hurtful, I can ſee no reaſon for 
our making any invidious diſtinction between the 
poor and the rich; let us leave the moderate ule 
* of ſuch liquors to all, and take all proper methods 
for preventing their being immoderately uſed by 
* any. This I think, Sir, may be done by a much 
lower duty than that now propoſed, and therefore, 
© tho? I have as great a regard for the health and the 
* morals of the people, as any gentleman in this houſe, 
© yet I cannot but be againſt the motion now made 


© to you, becauſe of the terrible conſequences with 
* which it mult neceſſarily be attended. 


To this it was anſwered in general, 


That no ſort of diſtilled ſpirituous liquor was 
© ablolutely neceſſary for the ſupport of nature, that 
* ſuch liquors were at firſt uſed only by phyſicians, 
TE ſurgeons, 


ns, 


" = wm = FF FR TR: wm We 


A. 17365. DEBATES. 


« ſurgeons, and apothecaries, in ſome dangerous diſ- 
« tempers, and were never diſpenſed by them but in 
« ſmall quantities; but when ſuch liquors were to be 
met with at every corner, and people left at liber- 
ty to take as much of them as they pleaſed, few 
perſons could keep themſelves within any bounds, 
becauſe a ſmall quantity deprived them of their 
reaſon, and the companions they uſually met with 
at ſuch places, encouraged and tempted them to 
drink to exceſs : That it was impoſſible to prevent 
this exceſs, without greatly diminiſhing the num- 
ber of retailers of ſuch liquors, and raiſing the price 
ſo high, as to put them out of the reach of all per- 
ſons of inferior rank, who were the only ſort of 
people, that were generally apt to make a cuſtom 
of getting drunk with ſuch liquors; for that very 
few of the better ſort of people, had ever been 
found to commit frequent debauches in ſuch liquors; 
and even with reſpect to them, by putting it out 
of their power to meet with ſuch liquors, at a cheap 
rate, in any place of public reſort, the tempta- 
tions which may ariſe from promiſcuous company, 
or from companions and triends meeting together, 
would be entirely taken away; and very few per- 
ſons were ſo ridiculouſly abandoned, as to get 
drunk by themſelves, without any company or 
converſation, 1 

That they were very ſenſible of the difficulties, 
to which great numbers of his Majeſty's ſubjects 
would be reduced, by the duties to be laid upon the 
retail of ſuch liquors; but the intereſt of every par- 
ticular man, mult give way to the general intereſt; 
and where the preſervation of the ſociety was ſo 
viſibly and ſo eſſentially concerned, the prejudice 
that ſome few particular perſons might ſuffer, was 
not to be regarded, However, that all poſſible 
care would be taken of thoſe, that might any way 
* ſuffer by the duties to be laid upon the retail of 
* ſpirituous liquors, in order that they might be ena- 
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© bled to fall upon ſome other way of ſupporting 


© their families; and as every one would be con. 6 
« vinced, that their being turned out of their preſent my 
* way of ſupporting their families, was become ne. rl 
ceſſary, for the public good of their country, and 6 
for the preſervation of the people in general, it 6; 
vas to be preſumed, that every man would wil. Y 
« -lingly ſubmit to ſuch a regulation, ſo that it could = 
not raiſe any diſaffection to his Majeſty's perſon or M 
government, nor could it produce any riots or : 
+ tumults. LI 
That with reſpect to rum and brandy, it wis 

0 


very certain, that they likewiſe had been often 
« drank to a very great exceſs, notwithſtanding the 
high duties laid upon them, and were as pernicious 
both to the health and the morals of the people, V 
as any home made ſpirit : That it would be ridi- 
culous to lay a higher duty upon home made ſpi- 
rits, which were the manufacture of the ſubjects 
of this iſland, than upon rum or brandy, eſpecially 
the latter; and that if our ſugar iſlands ſhould 
ſuffer a little, by our leſſening the conſumption of 
rum, they could not complain, when they conſider- 
ed that it was for the ſake of preſerving their mo- 
ther country, the general intereſt of which was 
always to be preferred, to the particular intereſt of 
any colony ; for if any ſort of ſpirit ſhould be 
exempted frorn the duties then to be impoſed, the 
retailers would fell all ſorts of ſpirits under that 
denomination, and the diſtillers, would compound 
them in ſuch a manner, that it would be impoſſi- 
© ble to diſcover the fallacy, 
© That they would willingly agree to the method 
« propoſed by the honourable gentleman, of laying 
on but a ſmall duty at once, and raiſing that duty 
by degrees; but they were very ſure, the laying 
© on a ſmall duty would not be an effectual remedy 
for the evil ſo loudly complained of; and - the 
« ſpirit 
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| ſolutions were at laſt agreed to by the houſe ; and 
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« ſpirit which was then in the nation againſt all ſorts 1 
« of diſtilled ſpirituous liquors ſhould be allowed to i 
« ſubſide, they were afraid they would never be able 
« to get any new act paſſed for raiſing that duty, 


| 
| © becauſe of the multitudes of people that would al- D 


© ways be engaged by their own private intereſt to 
« oppoſe the paſſing of any ſuch law; therefore they 
thought it was abſolutely neceſſary, to take advan- 
© tage of the preſent conjuncture, in order to put an 


© and fo juſtly complained of; and for that reaſon, 
«© they were for agreeing with the motion.” 


The queſtion being then put upon the motion, it Queſtion. | 
was agreed to without any farther debate, and with- 
out any diviſion, as was the other reſolution of the 
sch of March above-mentioned : The other two fe- 0 
ſolutions which were propoſed on the 17th, occa- 1 
ſioned a much longer debate, but they likewiſe were 
agreed to without a diviſion, | 


N the 19th the ſaid reſolutions of the Com- 27: ; N 
mittee were reported to the houſe, when thoſe | 
of the 17th were again debated ; but all the four re- 


then a motion was made, that the reſolutions report- [ 
ed from the Committee of the whole houſe, who bt 
were appointed to conſider of the petition of his * 
Majeſty's juſtices of the peace for the county of Mid- i} 
dleſex, in their general quarter ſeſſions aſſembled, and 
5 to by the houſe upon Tueſday the 24th day | 
of February laſt, might be read; and the ſame being 1 
read accordingly, it was ordered, That à hill i 


| * ſhould be brought in upon the reſolutions then laſt | 4 
| *read, and alſo upon the reſolutions that day.report- 1 


* ed, from the Committee of the whole houſe, to 1 
* whom it was referred, to conſider farther of ways | y 
"and means for raifing the ſupply granted to his : 
* Majeſty, and agreed to by the houſe ; and that the # 
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© Maſter of the Rolls, Sir Charles Turner, Mr. 


Chancellor of the, Exchequer, Mr. Doddington, Sit 
* George Oxendon, and Mr. Winnington, ſhould pre- 


* pare and bring in the ſame.” 


N Monday the 22d of March, a motion was 


made, That the commiſſioners of the exciſe 
© ſhould lay before the houſe an account of the net 
produce of the hereditary. and temporary exciſe, 
from Midſummer 1716, to Midſummer 1726, di- 
* ſtinguiſhing each year, and the produce of the ſe- 
« veral duties belonging to the ſaid exciſe.” 


tue better to apprehend the reaſons for this mo- 
mo 


tion, it may. be proper to take notice, that the firſt 
two of the four reſolutions, agreed to in the Com- 
mittee of ways and means as above-mentioned, were 
moved for by the Maſter of the Rolls, and agreed 
to on the 8th; and were, as was imagined by many, 
all that was neceſſary for the foundation of a bill; 
but when they were going to direct their chairman, 
to report theſe two reſolutions. to the houſe, an ho- 
nourable gentleman who had been for theſe two re- 
ſolutions, ſtood up and moved, That they might 
« fit again before they directed any report, becauſe 
© as the duties propoſed to be laid upon ſpirituous 
* liquors, would certainly very much diminiſh the 
* conſumption of ſuch ſpirits, it was not to be ex- 
s pected that the duties upon ſuch ſpirits would pro- 


© duce ſo much yearly, as they had formerly done; 


* and as the former produce ſtood appropriated for 
* anſwering certain annuities and payments, particu- 
* larly to the civil liſt, it would be neceſſary to con- 
* ſider of ways and means, to make good the defi- 
+ ciencies that might happen by the two reſolutions 
they had then agreed to: Whereupon the Commit- 
tee agreed to ſit again upon that affair before making 
any report; and accordingly on the 17th, the houſe 


re- 
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reſolved itſelf again into the ſaid Committee, when 
the ſame gentleman acquainted theghouſe, * That the 
« ſhare the civil liſt only, had in the duties on ſpi- 
« rituous liquors, had for ſevera] years laſt paſt a- 
mounted to at leaſt 70,000 J. yearly, one year with 
« another 3 and as a great part of this annuity would 
be loſt to the crown, it was neceſſary to make it 
good from ſome other fund; therefore he propoſed 
« appropriating all the duties on ſpirituous liquors 
« to the aggregate fund, which makes a part of the 
« ſinking fund, and charging that ſund with all the 
© annuities and payments formerly payable out of 
« theſe duties 3* in purſuance of which, he moved 
for the two reſolutions agreed to on the 17th as 
above-mentioned. This propoſition brought on a 
debate, in which it was ſtrongly inſiſted, That the 
civil lift, inſtead of being a loſer, would be a 
© gainer by leſſening the conſumption of ſpirits, be- 
© cauſe the conſumption of beer and ale, and of 


wine, and the produce of the duties on wine li- 


cences, Sc. would be thereby greatly increaſed ; 
ſo that the loſs the crown might ſuſtain, by leſſen- 
© ing the produce of the duties upon ſpirituous li- 
* quors, would be much more than made good, by 
© the increaſe of almoſt all the other revenues appro- 
* priated to the civil liſt; particularly that .upon 
beer and ale.” a 

Upon the other ſide it was granted, © That there 
might probably be an increaſe in the exciſe upon 
beer and ale; but, as what the amount of that in- 
creaſe might be, was uncertain z and as the amount 
of the loſs the crown was to ſuſtain was certain, 
therefore that loſs ought then to be made good out 
of ſome certain produce; and if there did really 
happen any increaſe in the exciſe upon beer and 
ale, they might call for an account of it in two or 
three years after, in order that the ſame might be 
appropriated to the aggregate fund, for making 
2 Aaa4 good 
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© good what was propoſed to be taken from that 
« fund.” | 

Dividon. This debate gave occaſion to the calling for the 

ſaid account, of the net produce of the hereditary 
and temporary exciſe, &c. in order that it might 
afterwards from thence appear, what increaſe had 
ariſen in the exciſe upon beer and ale, by the pre- 
venting or leſſening the conſumption of ſpirituous 
liquors ; and in order that that increaſe might be ap- 
propriated to the aggregate fund, by the bill which 
was then to be brought in: But upon putting the 
queſtion, after a Jong debate, it was carried in the 
negative, by 182 to 122. 


Bill brought N Merday the 29th day of March, the maſter 
N of the rolls preſented to the houſe, according to 
order, the ſaid bill, which was intitled, A bill for lay. 
ing a duty upon the retailers of ſpirituous liquors, and 
for licenſing the retailers thereof; and the ſame be- 
ing received, Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtood 
up, and, by his Majeſty's command, acquainted the 
houſe, * That as the alterations propoſed to be made 
* by that bill, in the duties charged upon all ſpiritu- 
* ous liquors, might, in a great degree, affect ſome 
parts of his Majeſty's civil liſt revenues ariſing from 
* the ſame, his Majeſty, for the ſake of remedying 
* ſo great an evil, as was intended by that bill to be 
* preyented, conſented to accept any other revenue 
* of equal value, to be ſettled and appropriated in 

lieu of his intereſt in the ſaid duties.“ | 
Motion for The bill was then read the firſt time, and order- 
pPriomng't. ed to be read à ſecond time: After which a motion 
was made, That the ſaid bill ſhoyld be printed, 
which occaſioned ſame debate; but, upon the que- 

ſtion's being put, it was carried in the negative. 


Merchants On Wedneſday, March 31ſt, the ſaid bill was, 
and the accarding ta order, read a ſecond time, and com- 
bill, . mitted to a committee of the whole houſe ; and 
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on the 6th of April, a petition of the merchants and 
planters trading to and intereſted in the Brit iſb ſugar 
colonies in America, was preſented to the houſe, and 
read; ſetting forth, That the reſolutions which the 
houſe had come to, for granting to his Majeſty a 
duty of 20 5. per gallon tor all ſpirituous liquors fold 
by retail, and for the payment of the ſum of 507. 
yearly to his Majeſty, by every perſon retailing the 
ſame, would bring, as the petitioners apprehended, 
unavoidable ruin on the ſugar colonies ; though the 
evil complained of did not ariſe from the conſump- 
tion of the commoditics imported from the ſaid co- 
lonies; and repreſenting to the houſe a ſtate of their 
caſe, with regard to the conſumption of ſugar, mo- 
laſſes and rum, as it would be affected by the bill 
brought in upon the ſaid reſolutions ; in full aſſu- 
rance that the wiſdom of the Legiſlature would find 
means effectually to ſuppreſs the evils, occaſioned by 
the exceſſive uſe of ſpirituous liquors, without de- 
ſtroy ing the ſugar trade, upon which the ſubſiſtence 


of ſo many thouſands of his Majeſty's ſubjects de- 


pended ; and therefore praying, that the petitioners 
might be heard by themſelves or their counſel, 
againſt ſo much of the ſaid bill as they conceived 
might extend to their prejudice, or affect the Britiſh 
lugar trade. | | 


After the reading of this petition, a motion Was Motion for 
referring this 


made, That the ſaid petition ſhould be referred to 
the conſideration of the committee of the whole 
houſe, to whom the ſaid bill was committed; and 
that the petitioners, if they thought fit, ſhould be 
heard by themſelves or their counſel before the ſaid 
committee, according to the prayer of their petition z 
but this motion being objected to, and it being al- 
ledged, that it was contrary to the method of pro- 
ceeding in that houſe, to hear counſel or parties, up- 
on any petition againſt a money bill, the gentlemen 
who had made and ſeconded the motion, deſired the 
following journals might be read, viz. 15 
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1. The journal of the houſe of the roth day of 
June, inthe 10th year of the reign of King William, 
in relation to the ſeveral petitions of the bailiffs, 
wardens, and commonalty, of the occupation, art, 
and myſtery of weavers, within the city of London, 
and of the wardens and aſſiſtants of the company of 
worſted weavers in the city of Norwich, in the coun- 
ty of Norfolk, and to the ſeveral orders of the houſe 
thereupon ; and to the order of the houſe, for refer- 
ring the conſideration of the petition of the Eaſt-In- 
dia company to the committee of the whole houſe, 
to whom the bill for raiſing a ſum, not exceeding 
two millions, for ſettling a perpetual fund for pay- 
ment of certain annuities, after the rate of eight 
pounds per cent. per annum tor every hundred pound, 
and for farther advantage therein mentioned, re- 
deemable by Parliament, was committed, and for 
hearing the ſaid company by their counſel upon the 
ſaid bill before the ſaid committee. 


2. The journal of the houſe of the 15th of April, 
in the eleventh year of the reign of King Will:am, 
in relation to the report of the committee of the 
whole houſe, who were appointed to conſider of 
the bill for taking off the remaining duties on glaſs 

wares. 


3. The journal of the houſe of the 5th day of 
May, in the 13th year of the reign of King William, 
in relation to the petition of ſeveral perſons, in be- 
half of themſelves and many others, who did ad- 
vance and pay into the receipt of his Majeſty's Ex- 
chequer, the ſum of 563,700 J. ata time of extraor- 
dinary neceſſity, on the faith and credit of an act of 
Parliament, made in the ſixth and ſeventh years of 
his Majeſty's reign ; and to the order of the houſe, 
for hearing the petitioners by counſel at the bar of 
the houſe. | 
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4. The journal of the houſe of the 3d day of A.- 
pril, in the eighth year of the reign of King Wil- 
liam, in relation to the petition of the maſter and 
keepers, or wardens and commonalty of the myſtery 
and art of brewers of the city of London, and to the 


order of the houſe thereupon, 


5. The journal of the houſe of the 7th day of A- 
pril following, in relation to the petition of Richard, 
George and Anne Daſhwood, younger children of 
George Daſhwood, Eſq; deceaſed ; and to the peti- 
tion of the moſt noble Barbara, Dutcheſs of Cleve- 
land, and to the ſeveral orders of the houſe there- 


upon. 


6. The committee book of the committee of the 
whole houſe, in relation to the proceedings upon the 
9th day of April, 1696, of the committee of the 


whole houſe, to whom the bill concerning low wines 
was committed. 


7. The journal of the houſe of the gth day of 
May, in the 1 3th year of the reign of King William, 
in relation to the hearing of counſel at the bar, upon 
the petition of the perſons, who advanced and paid 
into his Majeſty's Exchequer the ſum of 564,700 J. 
upon the credit of the act for laying duties upon coals 
and culm. | 


8. The journal of the houſe of the 2oth day of 
March, in the firſt year of the reign of Queen Anne, 
in relation to the order of the houſe, for referring the 
conſideration of the petition of the agents, planters, 
and merchants, concerned in and trading to the 
iſland of Barbadoes, to the committee of the whole 
houſe, to whom the bill for the better ſupport of her 
Majeſty's houſhold, and of the honour and dignity 
of the crown, was committed. 5s 
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All which journals were accordingly read; and 


then the gentlemen who were for the motion, pro- 
ceeded to this effect, viz. 


© That with reſpect to thoſe money bills, which 
were brought in for anſwering the current ſervice 
of the enſuing year, - there was ſome reaſon for not 
admitting petitioners to be heard againſt them; 
becauſe ſuch ſervices required an immediate ſup. 
ply, they could not be carried on without money, 
and they generally could nor admit of any delay; 
therefore the public ſatety made it often neceſſary 
to paſs ſuch bills with the utmoſt diſpatch ; and 
for that reaſon the houſe had laid it down as a 
rule, not to admit petitioners to be heard againſt 
them; but even in ſuch caſes the rule was not 
without exception, as appeared from the journal; 
that had been read to them, eſpecially the firſt, 
where petitioners were admitted to be heard againſt 
that bill, notwithſtanding the great ſum that was 
thereby to be raiſed, and notwithſtanding the great- 
eſt part of that ſum was deſigned, and was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for the ſupport of our civil govern- 
ment, and of our land and ſea-ſervices, as appear- 
ed by the clauſe of appropriation contained in that 
act; and conſidering the precarious ſituation the 
affairs of Europe were then in, it could not be de- 


nied, but that the demands for thoſe ſervices were 


then as preſſing, and required as much difpatch as 
could almoſt at any one time be ſuppoſed. 


But that, with reſpect to the bill then before 


4 
4 


them, it could not properly be called a money 
bill: There were, twas true, ſome taxes to be 
impoſed by the bill, but thoſe taxes were not de- 
ſigned as ſupplies for anſwering the current ſervice 
of the year: They were deſigned only for putting 
an end to an abuſe which had lately crept in a- 


mong our people; and therefore the rule, for not 


admit. 
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« admitting petitioners to be heard againft a money 
bill, could in no manner of way be applied to the 
« bill then before them. 

To this it was added, * That with reſpect to any 
trade, in which the ſubjects of this nation had no 
rival, the legiſlature might pretty freely make ſuch 
regulations as they had a mind; but with reſpect to 
« any trade, in which our ſubjects were rivalled by 
foreign powers, we ought to be extremely cautious 
in making any new regulation ; becauſe in ſuch a 
« caſe the ſmalleſt diſcouragement might give fo- 
* reigners ſuch an advantage over us, as might en- 
able them to turn us intirely out of the trade; 
* which might very probably be the caſe, with re- 
* ſpect to the ſugar trade; for in that trade it was 
well known, we had a moſt powerful and a moſt 
dangerous rival; and for us to make a new re- 
gulation which might affect that trade, without ſo 
much as hearing what our own ſubjects who were 


engaged in the trade, had to fay againſt ſuch regu- 


lation, was ſhewing ſuch a diſregard to the ſubjects, 


and to the trade and commerce of Great-Britain,as 


* they hoped would never in any caſe be ſhewn by 
that houſe,” 


To this it was anſwered in general That e- Aue 


* very bill, by which any tax was levied upon the 
* ſubje&t, was a money bill, and had always been 
* underſtood as ſuch by that houſe z and therefore 
© the bill then before them was as much a money 
© bill as any other, That, with reſpect to the rule 
* of not hearing petitioners againſt ſuch bills, it muſt 
be ſuppoſed to have had a beginning, as all ſuch 
rules have; and therefore before that rule came to 
be fully eſtabliſhed, as a rule for directing the future 
proceedings of that houſe, many precedents might 
be quoted againſt the obſerving of that rule, becauſe 
it was from thoſe very precedents that the rule took 
* ty riſe: It has been obſerved, that as ſoon as pc 
bi 
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bill was brought in for laying a tax or duty upon 
any ſort of goods, the dealers in ſuch goods always 
< petitioned, and defired to be heard by themſclve, 
or their counſel againſt the bill, and always under 
< a pretence, that the paſſing of ſuch a bill would in. 
jure the trade of the nation; yet upon hearing what 
© they had to ſay, it was generally found, that all 
< their argumrnts proceeded from private prejudices 
< or ſelviſh views, or that they had nothing to offer 
< but what had been before under the conſideration 
of the houſe; ſo that it almoſt always appeared 
< that the hearing of ſuch petitioners by themſelve; 
or their counſel, was taking up a great deal of the 
time of the houſe to no purpoſe : For this reaſon, 
< the houſe came at laſt to eſtabliſh it as a rule not to 
< be departed from, not to admit petitioners to be 
heard by themſelves, or their counſel againſt any 
< ſach bill, which rule had then been inviolably ob- 
« ſerved for many years, and the reaſon for obſerving 
< jt was as ſtrong, with reſpect to the bill then be- 
fore them, as with reſpect to any other. 
© That they ought, without doubt, to be extreme. 
ly cautious in making any regulation which might 
« diſcourage our ſugar trade, or our ſugar colonies, 
< but neither that trade, nor any of thoſe colonies 
© could be of any weight, when put in the balance 
« againſt the health and the happineſs of the people 
of Great-Britain ; and if for the preſervation of 


© the health and the morals of the people of Great- | 


* Britain, they found themſelves under a neceiſity of 
making a regulation, which might leſſen the con- 
* ſumption of ſugar among the people of this 
« iſland, they muſt fall upon ſome way of giving an 
© encouragement to that trade, with reſpect to foreign 
markets, which would be a greater advantage to 
© the nation, and would prevent the ruin of our own 
people. But that for this purpoſe, they had no oc 
< caſion for hearing the petitioners by themſelves or 


6 their 
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their counſel ; becauſe, as every one of them had 
« a repreſentative in that houſe, they might commu- 
« nicate their thoughts upon that ſubject to their ſe- 
veral repreſentatives, by which means the houſe 
« would be as fully informed of what they had to 
« ſay, as if they were to be heard by themſelves or 
their counſel at the bar; and therefore, as the 
granting them any ſuch hearing, would be taking 
« up the time of the houſe to no purpoſe, they could 
not but be againſt it. | 


The queſtion was then put upon the motion, and Weftion. 
carried in the negative, without a diviſion : Where- 
upon the petition was ordered to lie upon the table. 


Immediately after, a petition of the maſter, war- Bi peu- 
dens, aſſiſtants, and commonalty of the ſociety of en. 
merchants, adventurers within the city of Briſtol, 


under the common ſeal, was preſented to the houſe, 


and read; ſetting forth, That the bill then depend- 
ing before the houſe, to lay a duty of 205. a gal- 
* lon on all ſpirituous liquors ſold by retail, and a 
* ſum of 50/7. yearly, to be paid by every retailer 
* of the ſame, would, if enacted, be deſtructive to 
* the petitioners, and many thouſands more of his 
* Majeſty's ſubjects, as well in the ſugar colonies, as 
in the adjacent parts of the ſaid city; and there- 
fore, imploring the houſe to conſider the great loſs, 
* which muſt immediately and thereafter enſue to 
the revenue, navigation, traders, and others con- 
* cerned in ſugar and rum, and what advantage 
* foreigners might make thereof; and to afford ſuch 
relief therein, as to the houſe ſhould ſeem meet; 
* for that, in their humble opinion, a proper re- 
lief might be granted to them, without preventing 
* the evil complained of in the bill from being et- 
fectually ſuppreſſed. N 


Gr"; petition was likewiſe ordered to lie upon the 
table. ; 
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On Wedneſday the 7th of April, the order of 
the houſe to reſolve itfelf into a committee of the 
whole houſe upon the ſaid bill being read, a greit 
number of accounts relating to this affair, were cr. 
dered to be referred to the faid committee; and then 
the houſe having reſolved itſelf into the faid com. 
mittee, they made fome progreſs in the bill, with. 
out any great debate or diviſion ; after which they 


put off the farther conſideration of the bill to Frido) 


Liverpool 
petition a- 


Ninſt it, 
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then next. 


On Thurſday the 8th, a petition of the merchants, 
and owners of ſhips, trading from the port of Li. 
verpool, in the county palatine of Lancaſter, to and 
from the Britiſh ſugar colonies in America, was pre- 
fented to the houſe, and read; fetting forth, © That 
© the greateſt and principal branch of their trade 
conſiſted in the exportation of manufactures, the 
produce of Great- Britain, to our colonies in Ame. 
rica, and bringing Muſcovado ſugars in return 
for the ſame; three fourth parts of which fugars, 
could not be conſumed without being firft refined, 
and two fifth parts, when refined, were drawn in- 
to molaſſes, whereof near two thirds were diſtilled 
into ſpirits; and that, if the bill brought in upon 
ſeveral reſolutions of the houſe, in order to lay a 
duty of 20 9. a gallon upon all kinds of {pirituous 
liquors retailed within this kingdom, rum from 
his Majefty's plantations not excepted, ſhould pals 
into a law. the greateft conſumption of refined ſu- 
gars would be intirely loſt; and rum, which 15 
near a fourth part in value of the produce of out 


ſugar colonies, would alſo be rendered of little or 
no value, and two thirds of the molaſſes produced 
from refined ſugars, muſt become alelelt to the 
© inevitable ruin of our fugar plantations, and de- 
< ſtruction of the two moft valuable branches of our 
< foreign trade, to the Britiſh colonies and the * 
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« of Africa; and therefore expreſſing their hope, 
that the legiſlature would not hazard ſo beneficial 
« 4 trade, to Cure an evil, that never would have 
© happened from rum, or any cther liquor of that 
value, but would be able to find means effectually 
to ſuppreſs the ſame, without extending ſuch means 
« to any of the liquors that were diſtilled from the 
« produce of our own plantations; and praying, that 
the houſe would be pleaſed to take their caſe into 
« conſideration, and give ſuch relief therein, as the 


« houſe ſhould find moſt meet. 


This petition was likewiſe ordered to lie upon the 
table, 


Next day the order of the houſe being read, for 
the houſe to reſolve itſelf into a committee of the 
whole houſe, to conſider farther of the ſaid bill, it 
was ordered, That it ſhould be an inſtruction to 
the ſaid committee, that they ſhould have power 
© to receive a clauſe, for enabling ſuch perſons as 
© had exerciſed the buſineſs of diſtillation for a time 
© to be limited, or had ſerved, or were then 
bound as apprentices to ſuch buſineſs, to exerciſe 
* and follow any other trade or buſineſs in any city, 
© town or place, in that part of Great Britain called 
England. 8 


After which the houſe reſolved itſelf into the ſaid 
committee, and proceeded without any great debate 
or diviſion, until they came to that clauſe in the bill, 
by hich it was enacted, That the duties and re- 
* venues which ſhould ariſe by licences for vending 
* brandy or ſpirits; as alſo, the preſent duties on 
* low wines, ſtrong waters, brandy, rum, arrack, 
* and all other ſpirits, whether foreign or Britiſh, 
and ſuch duties as ſhould ariſe by retailing the ſame, 


* ſhould from and alter the 29th of September, 1736, 
be 
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be united to, and made part of the general or ag. 
« gregate fund eſtabliſhed by the act of the firſt year 
of thereign of his late Majeſty King George I. and «d 
* ſhould be iſſued and applied to the uſes to which cy 
the ſaid fund was, or ſhould be made applicable. h 


After reading this clauſe, it was oppoſed by ſeve. 
ral gentlemen as being unneceſſary, becauſe tho” the 
produce of thoſe duties was appropriated to the pay. 
ment of ſeveral annuities and other particular uſcs, 
and tho? that produce might perhaps be leſs in time 
to come than it had been for ſome years paſt, yet 
they did not believe that by the regulation made by 
that bill, the produce of thoſe duties would be 0 
much reduced, as to be under what it was when « | 
thoſe appropriations were made; and if that ſhould 
be the caſe, any ſmall deficiency that might happen 
might be provided for by next ſeſon of Parliament, « | 
when the amount of that deficiency would be afcer- 
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tained : But it being inſiſted on that the future pro- 
duce of thoſe duties could not near anſwer the ends WM © 
to which it was appropriated, and that it was abſo- 'F 


lutely neceſſary. for the ſake of public credit, to T 
grant a new fund to the creditors of the public, by 1 
the fame bill by which they took away or diminyh- 5 
ed their old, the clauſe was agreed to without a di 
viſion. ä | 


Then the next clauſe was read, which was in theſe 
words: And whereas the ſaid duties upon low 
wines, ſtrong waters, brandy, rum, arrack, and 
all other ſpirits, whether foreign, or Britiſh, arc 
among other duties and revenues charged with, and 
liable to pay ſeveral ſums of money, as well for 
the ſupport of his Majeſty's houſhold and family, 
and the honour and dignity of the crown, as for 
payment of annuities and other payments to ſeve- 
ral corporations, and to other perſons intitled there- 
s unto; and it may ſo happen, that by making the 
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alterations aforeſaid in the ſaid duties, the funds 
charged with the payments aforeſaid may prove 
« deficient: And whereas, by a medium of eight 
« years, computed from the time of his Majeſty's 
« happy acceſſion to the throne, to Midſummer laft 
« paſt, the ſum of is taken to be the me- 
« dium of the annual produce of what has been ap- 
« plied of the duties aforeſaid to the ſervice of his 
« Majeſty's houſhold and family: To the end there- 
fore, that neither his Majeſty, nor any other per- 
© ſon or perſons, bodies politic or corporate, who is 
© or are intitled to any part, ſhare, or intereſt in the 
© money ariſing by the ſaid duties, may be loſers, 
«© or receive any prejudice by the alterations aforeſaid, 
be it enacted by 1 authority aforeſaid, That from 
and after the ſaid 29th day of September, 1736, 
© there ſhall be paid to his Majeſty during his natural 
life, (which God long preſerve) out of the monies 
* of the ſaid general or aggregate fund, the ſum of 
per annum, being the aforeſaid medium of what 
has been annually applied of the duties aforeſaid, 
© towards the ſervice of his Majeſty's houſhold and 
© family, and others his expences and occaſions, 
from his happy acceſſion to the throne, to Midſum- 
* mer laſt paſt.” | 


After the reading of this clauſe, a motion was made Sumspropo- 


by fome of the gentlemen concerned in the draw- 
ing up of the bill, to fill up the blank with the ſum 
of 70,000 J. that ſum, as they ſaid, being the me- 
dium of what had been annually applied of the afore- 
aid duties, towards the civil liſt, from his Majeſty's 
happy acceſſion to the throne, to Midſummer laſt 
paſt : Whereupon the gentlemen who had oppoſed 
the former clauſe, declared, that they were likewiſe 
againſt this whole clauſe, and that they would after- 
wards take the liberty to give their reaſons ; but as 
it was neceſſary, in point of form, to fill up the blank 
where any thing could be ſaid either for or againſt 
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the clauſe, therefore they would propoſe that the 
blank ſhould be filled up with the ſum of 43,000! 


As this was the leſſer ſum, the queſtion was of 


courſe to be firſt” put for filling up the blank with 
this leſſer ſum; and as this was oppoſed by the gen. 
tlemen who had propoſed to fill the blank up with 
the ſum of 70, ooo J. it brought on a long debate, in 
which ſome of the chief arguments made ufc of in 
favour of the leſſer ſum were to this effect, v:2, 


in favour of c 


the leſſer 


ſum, 
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Sir, when I come to give my reaſons for being 
againſt tluis whole clauſe, I ſhall ſhew that the civi 
liſt cannot be any loſer by diminiſhing the con- 
ſumption of ſpirituous liquors, becauſe, whatever 
may be thereby loſt to the civil liſt, will be much 
more than made good by the increaſe of the cor. 


ſumption of other liquors, of the duties upon which 


the civil liſt has a much larger ſhare than it his 
of thoſe duties payable upon ſpirituous liquors; 
therefore whatever ſum this blank may be fille 
up with, I muſt look upon every ſhilling of it, nc 
as a compenſation, but as a new addition to the ci 
vil lift revenue, and ſince I do not think that the 
crown has occaſion for any new addition to that 
revenue, I muſt look upon this whole ſum as a real 
loſs to the people: I muſt look upon the whole, 


Sir, as a ſort of purchaſe money we are to pay for 


the bill now before us; and ſince we muſt pay 4 
price for preſerving the health and morals of the 
people, ſurely, if we are good merchants, if we 


are honeſt truſtees for the people, we will ence 


vour to bring down that price as much as we can, 
But ſuppoſing, Sir, that the loſs the civil li 
may ſuſtain by diminiſhing the conſumption of ſp- 
rituous liquors, were not to be made good by the 
increaſe which that diminution will naturally pro- 
duce in fome of the other branches of that reve- 
nue; the yearly ſum to be given to the civil liſt in 
lieu of that loſs, ought not to be calculated from 
; 8 As. | 44 
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© a medium of eight years after his Majeſty's happy 

« acceſſion to the throne, but from a medium of 
eight years immediately preceding his Majeſty's 
happy acceſſion to the throne ; for when the Par- 

« liament, which eſtabliſhed the preſent civil liſt, 

were conſidering what duties would be ſufficient 
for raiſing that revenue, which they thought was 
« neceſſary for ſupporting his Majeſty's houſhold and 
family, they could not have under their conſidera- 
« tion the produce of thoſe duties in time to come z 

© and much leſs could they have under their conſide- 
ration an increaſe which. might ariſe by an abuſe, 

« ſo as to put it out of the power of Parliament to 
© rectify that abuſe, without making good to the 

© civil liſt the increaſed revenue, it had acquired by 

that abuſe : They could have nothing under their 

© conſideration but the produce of thoſe duties for 

years paſt; and for this reaſon the clauſe now be- 

* fore us, ought to have been drawn up in a qQuite 

different manner from what it is; or at leaſt, it 

* ought to have been left to the committee to deter- 

mine, whether they would take the eight years 

* before, or the eight years after his Majeſty's ac- 
ceſſion; in which caſe it ought to have been in 
theſe terms: And whereas by a medium of 

© years, computed from to the 

* the ſum of 
* annual produce of that part of the duties aforeſaid, 
* appropriated to the ſervice of bis Majeſty's houſhold 


and family. 


* This, Sir, was, in my opinion, the only pro- 
per and regular method in which this clauſe could 
* have been brought in: If it had been brought in 
* according, to this method, the committee, where 
* only it is proper to determine ſuch things, would 
have been [ef at full liberty to chuſe the medium 
* of any number of years after, or the medium of a- 
Any number of * __—_ his Majeſty's acceflion; 
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* and'if we had choſe the medium of eight years be. 
fore his Majeſty's acceſſion, which we certainly 
£ ought to have done, that medium would not have 
* amounted to the ſum now under our conſideration; 
* becauſe the abuſe, with reſpect to the conſumption 
of home-made ſpirits, was not near ſo great in the 
eight years preceding his Majeſty's acceſſion, as it 
has been in the eight years . and every ore 
knows how greatly the produce of the duties upon 
foreign ſpirits increaſed after that miraculous tide 
which opened the port of Dunkirk, and which 
brought in upon us an inundation of French bran- 
dies under the name of Flemiſh, inſomuch that in 
the year 1723, which was the year after that pro- 
digious tide, and but two years after a very remark. 
able change in our adminiſtration, the duties on 
foreign brandies and ſpirits, amounted to above 
70, ooo“, whereas in the year 1721, they did not 
amount to 25,000 J. and we likewiſe know, that, 
ſince his Majeſty's acceſſion; this inundation has 
rather increaſed than diminiſhed. 
But again, Sir, ſuppoſing we were to take this 
matter in the beſt light we can for the crown, and 
in the worſt light for the people : Suppoſing that 
we ought to calculate the loſs, which the civil lif 
may ſuſtain by diminiſhing the conſumption of ſpi- 
rituous liquors, from a medium of eight years to be 
computed from the time of his Majeſty's happy 
acceſſion to the throne to Midſummer laſt ; yet 
ſurely the extraordinary increaſe, that happened in 
the duties upon foreign brandies and ſpirits in the 
year 1733, ought not to be brought into that cal- 
culation for in that year, we may remember we 
reaſſumed our deſire to encourage our own diſtil- 
lery, and for that reaſon, (French brandies being 
wanted, as was pretended, to mix up with, and 
rectify our own ſpirits) as well as for the love and 
eſteem we bore the French, a law was paſſed, for 
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« Jowring the duties upon French brandies, and for 
making all foreign brandies pay an equal duty 
« with them: "This of courſe gave the alarm to our 
« old friends at Dunkirk, who foreſaw that they 
could no longer import French brandies upon us 
under the name of Flemiſh, and therefore, before 
that act took place, they brought in ſuch large 
« quantities of brandy, that the duties on foreign 
« brandies and ſpirits, for that year only, amounted 
to near 318,000 /, which was near 200, ooo J. more 
© than was uſual in any one year; yet this extraor- 
« dinary and caſual produce ſeems now intended to 
be brought in, for magnifying the loſs which the 
© civil liſt may ſuſtain, by diminiſhing the confump- 
tion of ſpirituous liquors, and for increaſing the 
* ſum with which the people are to be loaded for 
making good that pretended loſs. I ſay, pretend- 
© ed loſs, Sir, becauſe I am convinced the whole 
will appear to be ſo, and therefore I am now for 
filling up the blank with the ſmalleſt ſum I have 
© heard propoſed ; but when the queſtion comes to 
be put upon the clauſe in general, I ſhall give my 
© negative to the whole, and for that reaſon I ſhall 
give my ſelf very little concern about the ſum 
* with which it is now to be filled up.” 


To this it was anſwered in ſubſtance as follows, 
vi. 


I ſhall not, Sir, take up your time with en- 
deavouring to ſhew, that the loſs which the crown 
may ſuſtain by leſſening the conſumption of ſpiri- 
* tuous liquors, cannot be made good by the increaſe 
that muſt thereby be occaſioned in the conſumption 
* of other liquors z becauſe Ido not take it to be the 
© queſtion now before us: It is evident from the ac- 
counts upon our table, that his Majeſty's ſnare of 
* the duties upon ſpirituous liquors, has for theſe 
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eight years (laſt paſt amounted yearly to about 
70,0007. one year with another, therefore it the 
whole of theſe duties be for the future appropriatcd 
and made payable to the aggregate fund, it is e- 
vident, and I think admitted of, on all fides, that 


his Majeſty will by ſuch appropriation lole a year- 


ly revenue of 70,000 /. which he has enjoyed cver 
ſince his happy acceſſion to the throne ;. and that 
that loſs ought to be made good to his Mujzity, is 
a queſtion that ſeems to me to have been already 
determined by this houſe, when we agreed to tholz 


reſolutions upon which this bill was founded: 
Therefore the only queſtion now before us, or that 


can come properly before us, is to determine how 
much his Majeſty will really loſe, in order that 
the fame may be tor the future made good to his 
Majeſty out of that fund,to which we have already 
appropriated thoſe duties which formerly belonged 
to his Majeſty's civil liſt, This, in my opinion, 
is no more than doing that juſtice to his Maj-ſty, 
which every man, in a private capacity, would in 
ſuch a caſe, moſt reaſonably expect from another: 
If I ſurrender a part of my eſtate to my neighbour 


for his conveniency, it is but reaſonable he ſhould 


make good to me the damage I may ſuſtain by 
ſuch ſurrender. Whether the lots his Majeſty wil 
moſt certainly ſuſtain, by taking from him thoſe 
duties which formerly belonged to him, may 


be made good by the increaſe of ſome of the o- 
ther duties appropriated to the civil liſt, is a que- 


ition of a different nature: I am certain, it can- 
not now be determined, whether there will be any 


ſuch increaſe or not; and if any ſuch increaſe 


ſhould hereafter appear, then it will be time e- 
rough to determine how that increaſe ought to be 
diſpoſed of. 

5 Now, Sir, with reſpect to the loſs his Majeſty 
may ſuſtain, and the method by which the quan- 
tum of that loſs is to be determined, it ſeems a little 
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odd to me, that, in order to put a value upon a 
© loſs which his Majeſty mult ſuſtain, by taking 
« from him a revenue which he has enjoyed, gen- 
« tlemen ſhould propoſe to put a value upon that 
« loſs, by computing the produce of a revenue which 
his Majeſty never enjoyed: This method of com- 
« putation appears to me ſo very extraordinary, that 
] think I need only put it in its true light, in order 
to ſhew that it is a method we ought not to take. 
« But it is ſaid, that when the Parliament, which eſta- 
« bliſhed the preſent civil liſt revenue, were conſi- 
« dering what duties would be ſufficient for raiſing 
© the revenue, which they thought was neceſſary for 
« ſupporting his Majeſty's houſhold and family, they 
could not have under their conſideration the pro- 
duce of thoſe duties in time to come. In this, Sir, 
happen to be of a very different opinion; for as 
they were conſidering what duties would be ſuffi- 
* cient to raiſe a future revenue, I think they could 
« conſider only a future produce; and the method 
© in which that revenue was eſtabliſhed, ſhews, that 
© they had under their view only the future produce 
© of thoſe duties which they appropriated to the raiſ- 
ing of that revenue: They conſidered that 8 oo, oool. 
« a year was the leaſt that was neceſſary for ſupport- 
ing his Majeſty's houſhold and family, and the 
« honour and dignity of the crown of Great-Britain ; 
© and therefore, if the future produce of thoſe du- 
© ties, which were then appropriated towards raiſing 
* that ſum yearly, ſhould fall ſhort, they obliged 
© themſelves to make it good: The yearly ſum of 
* 800,000 J. I ſay, they reckoned the leaſt that was 
* neceſſary for the purpoſes intended; but then they 
conſidered, that even a larger ſum might be be- 
* neficially applied to the ſame purpoſes, and there- 
* fore, in caſe the future produce of thoſe duties 
* ſhould amount to more than $00, ooo J. a 
year, thoſe ſurpluſſes were by them likewiſe ap- 
I « propriated 
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propriated to the civil liſt, and his Majeſty has 23 
good a right to thoſe ſurpluſſes, if any has ariſen, 
or ſhould ariſe, as he has to any part of ths 
800,000 J. a year. , 

* From this confideration, Sir, every gentleman 
mult fee, that, if by any new regulation we dimi- 
niſh the produce of any of thoſe duties appropria. 
ted to the civil liſt, we are in juſtice to his Maje. 
ſty obliged to make good the loſs which the civil 


* ift may thereby ſultain for I hope the Parliament 


i 
4 


Cc 


c 
6 


0 
L 


of Great Britain, will never act fo childiſh a part, 
as to make a grant in one year, and to take back 
that grant, or any part of that grant in the next; 


Wie may be obliged, for the ſake of public good, 


to make ſome alterations in the grants we have 
made, or may hereafter make; but it is to be 
hoped we never ſhall make any ſuch alterations 
without the conſent of all thoſe intereſted therein, 
or without making good the loſs they may ſuſtain, 


The grant of the civil liſt, as it now ſtands eſta- 
| bliſhed, I muſt look upon in the ſame way as it 


one gentleman, for favour and affection, or ſome 
other conſideration, ſhould- make a grant or a-pre- 


ſent to another of a ticket in the preſent lottery, 


with this condition, that if it came up a blank, be 
would give him 3 J. in lieu thereof, but if it came 
up a large prize, the whole ſhould belong to the 
grantee. Now, if after ſuch a grant made in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, the ticket ſhould come 
a large prize, I ſhould think the granter both 
very childiſh and very unjuſt, if he inſiſted upon 
having any ſhare in that prize, or upon taking any 
part of it from the grantee, without giving, him 
an adequate conſideration. We are not now to 
inquire whether the duties granted to the civil liſt 
produce more than $00,000 J. a year, or not; 
but if they do really produce more, that ſurplus is 
a ſort of prize we have already granted to his 
Majeſty ; and we neither can, nor ought to take 

| | + any 
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any part of that ſurplus from him, or to make any 
n, W « alteration by which that ſurplus may be diminiſh- 
he ed, without making good the loſs in ſome other 

way; and that loſs ought certainly to be computed 
an from the produce of the grant ſince it was made, 


ni- for before the grant was made, there could be no 
ia. « ſuch produce. | 
e- « Having now, Sir, ſhewn that it would be a | 
vil W + moſt prepoſterous method of computation, to com- | 
Nt « pute the loſs his Majeſty may ſuſtain, 'from a me- | 
rt, « dium of the produce of any number of years be- | 
ck Wl « fore his acceſſion, I think I need not take any | 
et; notice of thoſe alterations which happened in the | 
x, Wl + duties upon ſpirituous liquors, or any other duties, | 
ve before that happy period; but give me leave to | 
be take ſome notice of that alteration or increaſe | | 
ns « which happened in the year 1733, with reſpect to 
in, the duties on foreign brandies and ſpirits; and give 
in. me leave to ſay, that from the very nature of that 
ta- WF + increaſe, it appears to me evident, that it ought | 
I © to be taken into the calculation, in order to in- | 
me WF © creaſe the medium of the produce of the eight | 
le- years ſince his Majeſty's acceſſion; becauſe the 
„ * large quantities of Flemiſp and Dutch brandies, | 
be WF + that were then imported, were not all brought hi- | 
me © ther to be conſumed within that year, there havin 
the been in that year no greater conſumption, I be- 
he lieve, of ſuch liquors than in former years: No, | 
me WF © Sir, they were imported in order to avoid paying 
th W © that high duty which was ſoon after to take place, f 
on and were to be lodged here as a ſtock in hand, in | 
order to ſupply the conſumption for ſeveral years | 
im © then to come, therefore we muſt ſuppoſe that that q 
to © ſtock, which was then thrown in upon us, has leſ- | 


liſt ſened the importation of ſuch liquors, and conſe- 
I 3 * quently the produce of the duties upon them ever 
18 ſince; ſo that to exclude that increaſe from our pre- 
his ſent Computation, would be doing a manifeſt in- 
ke * jury to his Majeſty, becauſe it would be taking 

| | from 
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from him the advantage which appears upon 9 
© fide of the account, without making any allow. 
* ance for the Joſs with which that advantage is by. 
lanced upon the other fide of the account. 


From theſe conſiderations, Sir, I am convinced 


that 70,0007. is the leaſt ſum the crown can loſe, 
by taking from the civil lift that ſhare it formerly 
had of the duties on ſpirituous liquors ; and as we 
* cannot now have any certainty that any part cf 
„this loſs will be made good by the increaſe of the 
duties on other liquors, therefore I ſhall give my 
£ negative to the preſent queſtion, in order that the 
* queſtion may be next put for filling up the blank 
in this clauſe with the ſum of 50,000/7. to which! 
© ſhall moſt heartily give my affirmative.” 


The reply was to the following effect, viz. 


Sir, tho? the proper queſtion now before us be 
© not, whether the civil liſt may be a loſer or a 
« gainer by diminiſhing the conſumption of ſpiri- 
* tuous liquors, yet we find from what has been 
« ſaid of both ſides, that it is impoſſible to argue 
upon the preſent queſtion, without touching a lit. 
«* tle what belongs to the other; and when we do 
come to the other, I hope to make it as plain as 
* figures can_make it, that without any allowance 
from the aggregate fund as is propoſed by this 
« clauſe, the civil liſt will be a gainer by the dimi- 
* nution, or rather prohibition of the uſe of ſpiri- 
* tuous liquors by retail: But in conſidering this 
* queſtion, we ought to diſtinguiſh moſt accurately 
* what the gentlemen of the other ſide ſeem moſt 
* induſtriouſly to confound: We ought to diſtin- 
* guiſh between this queſtion, Whether the civil 
* liſt will be a loſer by taking from it the ſhare it 
formerly had in the duties upon ſpirituous liquors ? 
And the other queſtion, Whether the civil -1 
Will, 
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vill, upon the whole, be a loſer by diminiſhing 
© the conſumption of ſpirituous liquors ? 
With regard to the firſt of theſe queſtions, Sir, 
© it is what we have nothing to do 1 for no 
man ever doubted, but that the civil iſt will be a 
« loſer by taking from it that ſhare of the duties on 
« ſpirituous liquors, which formerly belonged to it: 
« But with regard to the other queſtion, If the loſs 
« the civil lift may ſuſtain, by diminiſhing the con- 
« ſumption of ſpirituous liquors, or even by taking 
from it the ſhare it had formerly in the duties upon 
« ſuch liquors; if this loſs, I ſay, be made good to 
« the civil liſt, by the increaſe that will thereby be 
© occaſioned in its ſhare of the duties upon beer and 
© ale, and all other ſorts of liquors, are we then 
bound, either in juſtice or honour, to make that 
Jjoſs a ſecond time good to the civil liſt, out of that 
fund, which is appropriated to the payment of our 
* debts, and to the relief of our people from the 
heavy taxes they groan under? I ſay no, Sir; both 
* honour and juſtice are, in my opinion, ſtaked 
* upon the other ſide of the queſtion; and I hope 
* this houſe will always be upon that ſide, where 
they are at ſtake. | 
_ © Tis true, Sir, that by the prefent eſtabliſhment 
* of the civil liſt, there are a great many duties ap- 
* propriated towards the raiſing of that revenue, 
* with the proviſo, that if they do not produce 
* $00,000 J. yearly, if there happens a deficiency, 
ve are to make it good; but if there happens an 
* increaſe or ſurplus, the whole ſhall belong to his 
* Majeſty. This, I grant, is the preſent eſtabliſn- 
* ment of that revenue ; but this day's debate ſhews 
* us, the inconvenience of making ſuch eſtabliſh- 
* ments; and I am very ſure, that neither his Ma- 
* jeſty nor the Parliament ever thoyght, or ever in- 
* tended, that any of thoſe ſurpluſſes ſhould be in- 
* creaſed by any thing that might tend to the de- 
ſtruction of the people in general; nor was it ever 
2 intended 


381 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 


© intended, that the Parliament, ſhould not have 
© in its power to prevent, or to put a ſtop to a per. 
© nicious confumption, without making good to the 
© civil liſt the ſurplus that had ariſen from that very 
< pernicious conſumption. It may as well be pre. 
© tended, that if the plague ſhould ſpread itſelf over 
Spain and Portugal, we could not prohibit com- 
< merce with them, or prevent the importation of 
their wines, without making good to the civil liſt 
its ſhare in the duties upon thoſe wines, at a me. 
dium to be computed for eight years paſt : Where. 
© as in ſucha caſe, I believe it will be granted, that 
the higheſt obligation we could lie under, would 
be to make the civil liſt good 8 oo, ooo l. a year, in 
© caſe the produce of the other duties appropriated 
« for that purpoſe ſhould fall ſhort of that ſum, 
But, Sir, the caſe now under our conſideration, 
* ſtands in a much ſtronger light; for if all the du. 
ties appropriated to the civil liſt, now produce a 
million ſterling yearly, the regulation we are to 
make, tho? it may intirely take away one branch 
© of that revenue, or very much-diminiſh it, yet it 
© will increaſe ſome of the others ſo much, that all 
together they will ſtill produce, at leaſt a million 
« yearly ; and the utmoſt that can be pretended, is, 
© that the Parliament ſhall not, by any new regula- 
tion, diminiſh the general produce, or general fur- 
© plus of the civil liſt revenue, as it ſtands at pre- 
« fent, or may ſtand at any future period of time. 
* Nay, even with reſpect to this general produce of 
the whole duties appropriated to the civil liſt, we 
ought - to diſtinguiſh - between thoſe regulations, 
which may proceed from accidental misfortunes, 
or the nature of things, and thoſe regulations which 
may proceed: merely from the will and authority of 
Parliament; becauſe his Majeſty's unaccountable 
right to this general produce, muſt remain ſubject 
to the former, though perhaps not to the latter. 
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of the duties now appropriated to the civil lift, or 
« apply them to ſome other uſe, it might perhaps be 
« ſaid, that we would be obliged to make the lots 
« good to his Majeſty, even though it ſhould be 
« made appear, that the remaining duties would pro- 
« duce more than 800,000 J. a year: This, I fay, 
might be ſaid, though I am far from thinking fo ; 
« but if a war or a plague, or any ſuch mistortune, 
« ſhould oblige us to make a regulation, by which 
« the produce of any one of the duties, now appro- 
« priated to the civil liſt, ſhould be intirely annihi- 
« lated, or very much diminiſhed, Iam ſure it could 
not be ſaid, that we would be obliged to make the 
« loſs good to the civil liſt, as long as the remaining 
duties produced the full ſum of $00,000. a year; 
« and the reaſon 1s plain, becauſe this was a misfor- 
tune incident to the duty when granted, and there- 
« fore the grant of that duty muſt ſtill remain liable 
to this misfortune. 

* Now, Sir, in the preſent caſe, inſtead of the 
high duties by this bill propoſed, we had made a 
© ſevere law againſt drunkenneſs, and had inflicted 
high penalties upon all thoſe. who ſhould have got 
drunk, or ſhould have allowed any perſon to get 
drunk in any of their houſes, after Michaelmas 
* next, and had, by ſuch means, put an effectual 
* ſtop to that pernicious practice of drinking to ex- 
* celsz; would not ſuch a falutary law have ve 
* much diminiſhed the produce of moſt of thoſe du- 
* ties appropriated to the civil liſt ? In which caſe I 
* would gladly aſk the gentlemen of the other ſide 


| © of the queſtion, if they would, or can with a 


* reaſon have inſiſted, that we were obliged to make 
the loſs good to his Majeſty, even tho? the remain- 
* ing produce ſhould ſtill have amounted to above 
* $00,000 l. a year? And again I would aſk them, 
* Wherein the difference lies between a law for pro- 
* hibiting drunkenneſs, and a law for laying ſuch 
* high duties upon liquors, and to prevent its being 

in 
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in the power of moſt men to purchaſe a quantity 


« ſufficient for making them drunk? 


I ſhall agree with the hon. gentleman, Sir, that 
if I ſurrender a part of my eſtate to my neighbou 
for his convenience, it is moſt reaſonable he ſhou!d 
make good to me the damage I may ſuſtain by 
ſach furrender : But how is this applicable to tl; 
preſent caſe? We do not defire any ſurrender, we 
deſire that the duties may ſtand appropriated a 
they are at preſent z and we inſiſt upon it, that ng 
damage can happen to his Majeſty by what we 


propoſe : It is the gentlemen of the other fide of 


the queſtion who inſiſt upon making a ſurrender, 
and though they know they can ſuſtain no damage 
by that ſurrender, yet they inſiſt upon our paying 
them what price they pleaſe to ſet upon it. We 
have indeed given a lottery ticket, and [ believe 
that ticket has proved to be a benefit ticket : We 
do not deſire to take away any part of that benefit; 


but we find, that the very fund from which thit 
benefit is to ariſe is in danger; and we only delire, þ 


that thoſe, to whom we gave this benefit ticket, 
would join with us in meaſures for preſerving that 
fund: This is but reaſonable ; and ſince this can 
no way diminiſh the benefit they are intitled to, it 
is net reaſonable they ſhould inſiſt upon our giving 


them another benefit ticket, for joining with us 


a meaſure, which appears to be neceſſary for our 


mutual preſervation. 


From what I have ſaid, Sir, I think it is evi 
dent, that although the civil liſt were to ſuffer by 
diminiſhing the conſumption of ſpirituous liquor 
we are not obliged to make good the loſs : But es 
the blank in the clauſe now before us, mult be fill- 
ed up with ſome one ſum or another, I ſhall nov 
conſider what has been ſaid, with reſpect to the 
method of calculating the ſum with which that 
blank is to be filled up; and as, upon the preſent 
occaſion, the eſtabliſhment of the civil iſ bat 
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been repreſented to us, as a grant from the Parlia- 
© ment to the crown, which ought not to be touch- 
« ed, or in the leaſt diminiſhed, even for the ſafety 
and preſervation of the people, I muſt take notice 
© of one rule, obſerved by all courts of equity in the 
world, and that is, to explain the doubtful mean- 
© ing of a grant, by that which may be preſumed to 
© have been the meaning of the grantor, at the time 
© the grant was made. Suppoſe then, Sir, we had had 
« at that time a prophet among us, and that prophet 
© had informed the Parliament, that, in a few years 
© after, the duties on ſpirituous liquors would increaſe 
© conſiderably, and that our people would begin to 
drink ſo exceſſively of ſuch liquors, that for the 
« preſervation of the people it would become neceſ- 
© ſary to put a ſtop to that exceſs: Suppoſe that, 
upon ſuch information, a queſtion had ariſen in 
that Parliament, for obliging any future Parlia- 
© ment, that might find it neceſſary to put a ſtop to 
© that exceſs, to make good to the civil liſt its ſhare 
© in thoſe duties, according to the value it ſhould 
© ariſe to by that exceſs, and according to a compu- 
© tation to be made, at the very time when that ex- 
© ceſs was to be at its higheſt. pitch. Can we ima- 
* gine, that ſuch a queſtion would have met with 
© any reception in that Parliament, or in any Par- 
© liament ? And if we cannot ſuppoſe it would, can 
© we preſume that, That Parliament meant, or in- 
© tended to give his Majeſty ſuch an indelible right 
© tothe Mmcreaſe that might happen by the extrava- 
© pance of the people, in any of thoſe duties then 
« appropriated to the civil liſt, that it ſhould not be 
© in the power of any future Parliament to put a ſtop 
© tothe extravagance of the people, without making 
good to his Majeſty's civil liſt the increaſe that had 
* ariſen by that extravagance ? 

* To illuſtrate this matter {till a little more clear- 
* ly, ſuppoſe, Sir, that Patliament which eſtabliſn- 


© ed the civil liſt had laid a duty upon —_—_— 
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I ſhall agree with the hon. gentleman, Sir, thut 
if I ſurrender a part of my eſtate to my neizhbay 
for his convenience, it is moſt reaſonable he ſhou!l 
make good to me the damage I may ſuſtain by 
ſach ſurrender : But how is this applicable to the 
preſent caſe? We do not defire any ſurrender, we 
deſire that the duties may ſtand appropriated a 
they are at preſent z and we inſiſt upon it, that ng 
damage can happen to his Majeſty by what we 


propoſe : It is the gentlemen of the other fide of 


the queſt ion who inſiſt upon making a ſurrender, 
and though they know they can ſuſtain no damage 
by that ſurrender, yet they inſiſt upon our paying 
them what price they pleaſe to ſet upon it. We 
have indeed given a lottery ticket, and [ believe 
that ticket has proved to be a benefit ticket : We 
do not deſire to take away any part of that benefit; 


'but we find, that the very fund from which that 


benefit is to ariſe is in danger; and we only delire, 
that thoſe, to whom we gave this benefit ticket, 
would join with us in meaſures for preſerving that 
fund: This is but reaſonable ; and ſince this can 
no way diminiſh the benefit they are intitled to, it 
is net reaſonable they ſhould inſiſt upon our giving 
them another benefit ticket, for joining with us 
a meaſure, which appears to be neceflary tor our 


mutual preſervation. 


Fom what I have ſaid, Sir, I think it is evi 
dent, that although the civil liſt were to ſuffer by 
diminiſhing the conſumption of ſpirituous 11quors, 
we are not obliged to make good the loſs : But ess 
the blank in the clauſe now before us, mult be fill- 
ed up with ſome one ſum or another, I ſhall now 
conſider what has been ſaid, with reſpect to the 
method of calculating the ſum with which that 
blank is to be filled up; and as, upon the preſent 
occaſion, the eſtabliſhment of the civil iſ bt 
| : „been 
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been repreſented to us, as a grant from the Parlia- 
© ment to the crown, which ought not to be touch- 
© ed, or in the leaſt diminiſhed, even for the ſafety 
and preſervation of the people, I muſt take notice 
© of one rule, obſerved by all courts of equity in the 
© world, and that is, to explain the doubtful mean- 
© ing of a grant, by that which may be preſumed to 
© have been the meaning of the grantor, at the time 
© the grant was made. Suppoſe then, Sir, we had had 
at that time a prophet among us, and that prophet 
© had informed the Parliament, that, in a few years 
after, the duties on ſpirituous liquors would increaſe 
« conſiderably, and that our people would begin to 
drink ſo exceſſively of ſuch liquors, that for the 
« preſervation of the people it would become neceſ- 
© ſary to put a ſtop to that exceſs: Suppoſe that, 
© upon ſuch information, a queſtion had ariſen in 
that Parliament, for obliging any future Parlia- 
© ment, that might find it neceſſary to put a ſtop to 
© that exceſs, to make good to the civil liſt its ſhare 
© in thoſe duties, according to the value it ſhould 
© ariſe to by that exceſs, and according to a compu- 
© tation to be made, at the very time when that ex- 
© ceſs was to be at its higheſt. pitch. Can we ima- 
* gine, that ſuch a queſtion would have met with 
© any reception in that Parliament, or in any Par- 
liament? And if we cannot ſuppoſe it would, can 
© we preſume that, That Parliament meant, or in- 
© tended to give his Majeſty ſuch an indelible right 
© to the mcreaſe that might happen by the extrava- 
gance of the people, in any of thoſe duties then 
« appropriated to the civil liſt, that it ſhould not be 
© in the power of any future Parliament to put a ſtop 
© tothe extravagance of the people, without making 
good to his Majeſty's civil lift the increaſe that had 
* ariſen by that extravagance ? 

* To illuſtrate this matter ſtill a little more clear- 
ly, ſuppoſe, Sir, that Parliament which eſtabliſh- 
* ed the civil liſt had laid a duty upon ludanum, 
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and had appropriated that duty to the civil lit - 
Suppoſe that, in a few years after, the uſe of lay. 
danum ſhouid have become more general and more 
exceſſive in this nation than ever it was in Turi); 
inſomuch that multitudes. of our people ſhould 
have been every day found in the ſtreets murder. 
ed, by the exceſſive uſe of that poiſon; and that, 
by this general and exceſſive conſumption, the dy. 
ties upon it ſhould have occaſioned a vaſt increaf: 
in his Majeſty's civil liſt revenue, will any gentle. 
man pretend, that the Parliament could not make 
any regulation for preventing the abuſe of that poi- 
ſon, without making good to his Majeſty the in- 
creaſe in the civil liſt revenue, that had been occa- 
ſioned by that abuſe ? Is not this the very cafe with 
reſpect to ſpirituous liquors? Therefore 1 am ur. 
priſed to hear it ſaid, that we cannot put a ſtep 
to, or prevent the abuſe of ſuch liquors, without 
making good to his Majeſty the increaſe in the 
civil liſt revenue, that has been occaſioned by that 
very abule ? | | 

Thus, Sir, I think I have fully ſhewn, what 
could not be the meaning or intention of the Par- 
liament, when they granted to his Majeſty the 


- whole produce of thoſe duties they appropriated to 


the civil liſt ; but now let us inquire a little what 
may be preſumed to have been their intention: 
For my own part, I believe the only meaning or 


intention they had, was a good-natured one, to 


give his Majeſty's miniſters a little more Jatitude 
in the diſpoſal of the civil liſt revenue, and to pre- 
vent their being put to the trouble of laying the 


accounts of that revenue yearly before. Parliament. 


But fuppoſe they meant to grant his Majeſty a right 
to the whole produce of thoſe duties as it then 


| ſtood, according to the calculations they had made, 


which is the utmoſt that can be ſuppoſed they 


meant. Upon this ſuppoſition, in order to know 


what his Majeſty has a right to by that grant, - 
am 
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« muſt examine into the calculations they may have 
been ſuppoſed to have mude for aſcertaining, or 
© at leaſt gucfling at the value of what they were 
« about to grant. In this caſe we are told, that as 
they were conſidering what duties would be ſuffi- 
« cient to raiſe a future revenue, they could have un- 
« der their conſideration only a future produce. I 
« am ſorry, Sir, to hear ſuch a manner of arguing 
© in a matter of ſuch conſequence : For the raiſing 
« of a future revenue, to be ſure a future produce 
« muſt be applied; but when people are conſidering 
© and calculating what the-amount of that future 
produce may be, and whzther it will be ſufficient 
© to raiſe ſuch a future revenue, ſurely their calcula- 
© tions muſt be founded upon their experience of 
what is paſt, or upon their knowledge of what is 
« then preſent : If it is a new duty, they found their 
© calculations on what 1s then ſuppoſed to be the 
n quantity or the value of the goods, made liable to 
chat new duty; and if it is an old duty, they al- 
bn ways conſider the produce of that duty for ſuch a 
© number of years paſt, and from thence calculate 
* what it may produce in time to come; therefore 
ve cannot ſuppoſe that the Parliament which eſta- 
bar: bliſhed the civil liſt, granted, or intended to grant 
any more than a ſhare of the produce of the duties 
„upon ſpirituous liquors at a medium, calculated for 
i» ſeren or eight years before his Majeſty's acceſſion; 
and for this reaſon, ſuppoſing that we are obliged 
to make that grant good to his Majeſty, which E 
the dam far from thinking, the ſum we are now to give 
to the civil lift, for making that grant good, ought 
to be taken from a medium, calculated for ſeven 
gor eight years before his Majeſty's acceſſion, and 


© which has been greatly increaſed by the very abuſe 
ve are now about to rectify. 


Cc2 « It 


not from a medium ſince his Majeſty's acceſſion, 
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* It has likewiſe been ſaid, Sir, that it ſeems ; 
© little odd for gentlemen to propoſe putting a value 
* upon the loſs his Majeſty may ſuſtain, by taking 
* from him a revenue which he has enjoyed, by 
computing the produce of a revenue he never en. 
* joyed. Surely every gentleman muſt. ſee the f. 

lacy of this argument: We do not deſire to tak: 
any revenue from his Majeſty, and therefore we 
are not to compute the loſs he may ſuſtain by the 
taking of any revenue from him; but if any re. 
venue be taken from him, the Parliament we ſay 
is obliged to make it good only according to that 
value which was put upon it by the Parliament 
that granted it, and not according to the increaſed 
value it may ſince have ariſen to, by an abu: 
which ought, long before this time, to have been 
effectually prevented. 
With reſpect, Sir, to the great increaſe of fo- 
reign brandies and ſpirits, that happened in the 
ear, 1733, by the great importation of French 
— under the name of Flemiſb; I ſhall readi- 
© ly grant that they were not imported for imme. 
diate conſumption, but in order to remain, and be 
kept here as a ſtock in hand; nay I muſt go far 


a K „ 


ther, I muſt ſuppoſe, that all or moſt of them ſtil 


remain here as a ſtock in hand, I cannot ſuppo;, 
that any great quantity of them has yet been cor- 
* ſumed, becauſe the duties upon foreign brandis 
have been as high in the years, 1734, and 1735, a 
they were in any two. years befote 1733. And 
the reaſon of this may be eaſily aſſigned ; for a 
the merchants at Dunkirk were obliged to make 


their importations in 1733, in a great hurry, they 


had not time to ſend to Nania and other places of 
France for old brandies, therefore they run inuponus 
© all the new.brandies they had in their cellars at Dun. 
© kirk; but as theſe new brandies could not be fit to be 
« drank in the years 1734 or 1735, our conſumption 


tion 
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tions of old brandies from France: From whence 
ve muſt reckon, that the great importation in the 
year 1733, has no ways leſſened the duties upon 
foreign brandies or ſpirits for theſe laſt two years, 
but may very probably do ſo for two or three 
« years to come; and therefore we muſt grant that 
to include the increaſe of thoſe duties in the year 
© 1733, in our preſent computation, is reckoning all 
the advantage which happened by that caſual im- 
* portation to the account of the civil liſt, in order 
to bring a double loſs upon the ſinking fund; for 
© that ſacred fund is to be charged with near 4000 J. 
da year, during his Majeſty's life, more than it 
© would have been charged with, if no ſuch extraor- 
© dinary importation had ever happened; and by 
© that extraordinary importation, and the decreaſe in 
© the duties on foreign brandies, which muſt there- 
by be occaſioned for ſeveral bend to come, that 
fund, to which thoſe duties are now to be appro- 
« priated, muſt loſe a very conſiderable ſum,” 


339 


At laſt the queſtion being put, for filling up the DiviGos, 


blank with the ſum of 43, ooo J. it was upon a di- 
viſion carried in the negative, by 211 to fog; and 
then the queſtion being put for filling up the blank 
with the ſum of 70,000 /. it was carried in the affir- 
mative without a diviſion. 


Or. Wedneſdey the 14th of April, the amend- New nere. 
lation to the 


ments made by the Committee to the bill were re- 


ported to the houſe, and all read a firſt time; after civil 


which moſt of them were read a ſecond time, and 
agreed to by the houſe without any debate; but 
when they came to the above-mentioned clauſe for 
giving 70,000 l. to the civil liſt, a propoſition was 
made for altering that clauſe, and for ſettling it in 
ſuch a manner, that if the whole hereditary and tem- 
porary exciſe, ſhould in any one year after that time 
tall ſhort of what it Is produced upon a medium, 
C3 
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* to be computed from his Majeſty's acceſſion to thy 


time, that deficiency ſhould be made good by th, {lt © 70, 
next ſeſhon of Parliament. « up 


This occaſioned a new debate, in which the arou. | 
ments for the propoſition, and againſt the clauſe os i eint 
ſtood, were in ſubſtance as follows; /g. « the 


„Sir, by the clauſe as it ſtands at preſent, we ar: de 
to make a new grant to the civil liſt of 70, ooo“ 
a year during his Majeſty's liie: Now there can 
be bur two reaſons for our making this new grant: 
It mult be either, becauſe we ſuppoſe that the pre- 
ſent amount of the civil liſt revenue, will be d. 
miniſhed in a ſum equal to 50,0007. a year, by 
the regulation we are about to make; or it muſt 
be, becauſe we ſuppoſe, that the preſent amount of 
the civil liſt revenue, is not ſufficient for ſupport 
ing his Majeſty's houſhold and family, and that 
therefore we ought to grant an addition of 70, ooo. 
a year to that revenue, I may fay, in all time 
to come. Theie are the only two reaſons that 
can be aſſigned, and if both of them appear to be 
without any foundation, we cannot ſurely agree to 

this cliuſe as it now ſtands, 

Jo juppoſe, that the preſent amount of the civil 

© Iift revenue, will be diminiſhed'in a ſum equal to 


70,000 /. by the regulation we are about to make, . 
is contrary to fact, and contrary to experience: b 
For ſuppoſing the civil lifts ſhare in the duties on x 
* {pirituous liquors, upon a juſt computation, does 
amount to 70,0c0 J. yearly, yet we may be con- ; 
vinced by experience, that the conſumption of beei | 


and ale, will always increaſe, in proportion as the | 
conſumption of ſpirituous liquors decreaſes; and 


as the civil liſt has a much greater ſhare of the 


duties on beer and ale, than it has of the dutics 
* 'on ipirituous Iigiors, it is, in my opinion, certain, 
| 5 that 
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that the civil lift will get an increaſe of more than 
10,0001. a year, by that increaſe of the duties 
upon beer and ale, which will be occaſioned by 
the regulation propoſed by this bill. | 

« To confirm what I have ſaid, Sir, let us look 


into the accounts that are upon our table, and from 


them we ſhall find, that the amount of the duties 
upon beer and ale, has conſtantly and regularly 
decreaſed, as the amount of the duties upon ſpiri- 
tuous liquors has increaſed for theſe ſeveral years 
backwards. In the year ending at Midſummer, 
1725, the exciſe on beer and ale produced 
1,094,953 J. in the ſame year, the duties on home 
made ſpirits produced but 88,622 /. From that 
time to Midſummer 1729, half a year before the 
late gin act took place, the duties on home made 
ſpirits gradually increaſed, and accor Jingly, the 
exciſe on beer and ale gradually decreaſed ; ſo that 
in the year ending at M:4/ummer 1729, the former 
produced 104, 373 J. whereas the latter produced 
but 963,763 J. which was 131, 190 J. leis than it 
produced in the year ending at Midſummer 1725. 

In the year 1729, the late famous act againſt 


geneva, and other compound ſpirits was paſſed, 


and tho? that act was cvaded, by the ſale of a new 
ſort of ſpirit, called Parliament brandy, yet, in- 
effectual as it was, it diminiſhed a little the con- 
ſumption of ſpirituous liquors, and conſequently, 
the produce of the duties on ſuch liquors; ſo that 


in the year ending at Midſummer 1732, they pro- 


duced but 100,025 J. which was 4, 348 J. leſs than 


* they produced in 1729. But as to the exciſe upcn 


beer and ale, what was the conſequence? As ſoon 
as that act paſſed, that exciſe began to increaſe, ſo 
that in the year ended at Midſummer 1732, it pro- 
duced 1,071,240 7. which is 107,477 J. more than 
it produced in 1729. 
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Again, Sir, upon the repeal of the late gin a&, 
* the conſumption of ſpirituous liquors began to in- 
« creaſe, and conſequently, the produce of the duties 
on ſuch liquors ſo that in the year ended at Mid. 
* ſummer laſt, they produced 1 54,094 J. and the con- 
* ſequence, with reſpect to the — on beer and ale 
we find to be ſame; for in the year ended' at 
Midſummer laſt, it produced but 1,021, 3500. 
which is 49,870 /. leſs than it produced in 1732 
From all which, Sir, I think it is as plain as figures 
can make it, that the conſumption of beer and ale 
: has hitherto always decreaſed or increaſed, as the 
* conſumption of ſpirituous liquors has increaſed vr 
£ decreaſed ; and as that has been the caſe in all time 
« paſt, we muſt ſuppoſe it will be the caſe in all time 
* to come, 
This then being laid down as a maxim confirm. 
ed by experience, let us conſider how greatly, | 
may almoſt ſay, how intirely the conſumption, not 
only of home made ſpirits, but of all. ſpirits, will 
be diminiſhed by the bill now before us; and what 
an increaſe that will make in the conſumption of 
beer and ale; but that I may not be accuſed of 
any extravagant calculations, I ſhall ſuppoſe that 
the conſumprion. of ſpirituous liquors, may here- 
after be but one third leſs than it was before, the 
natural inference from thence is, that the conſump- 
tion of beer and ale will be one third more than it 
was, and conſequently, that the exciſe on beer and 
ale will, from the time this bill takes place, pro- 
duce about one third more yearly, than it produced 
in the year ended at Midſummer laſt, which 1s 
340, 456 J. but ſtill farther, that I may be as mo- 
deſt as poſſible in my calculations, I ſhall ſuppoſe, 
that upon the conſumption of ſpirituous liquors 
growing leſs by one third, the conſumption of beer 
and ale ſhould increaſe but one fixth more than it 
was before ; even by this ſuppoſition, there muſt be 
a yearly increaſe in the exciſe on beer and ale, of 
; one 
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© one fixth more than it produced in the year ended 
« at Midſummer laſt, which is 170, 228 J. yearly ; 
«and as very near one half of the exciſe on beer 
© and ale ſtands appropriated to the civil liſt, conſe- 
« quently one half of this increaſe in the exciſe on 
beer and ale, being 85,1147. yearly, muſt accrue 
«to the civil liſt, which is 15,114 J. a year, more 
than it can be ſuppoſed to loſe, by taking from it 
© the ſhare it formerly had in the duties on ſpiri- 
© tuous liquors. | 

From theſe calculations, Sir, which are all taken 
from accounts lying upon your table, I think it is 
| evident, even to a demonſtration, that. the preſent 
amount of the civil liſt revenue will not be dimi- 
| niſhed, but on the contrary, that it will be a gainer 
© at leaſt 15,1147. by the regulation we are now 
about to make. ] know it may be ſaid, that theſe cal- 
| culations are founded upon facts, which are in their 
nature uncertain, and that, tho? they have formerly 
fallen out in the manner I have repreſented, we can- 
not be ſure of their falling cut in the fame manner 
* hereafter z yet I hope it will be granted, there is a 
* ſtrong probability of their falling out in the ſame 
manner hereafter, as they have done heretofore: The 


| © ſame cauſes generally produce the ſame effects; and 


* unleſs we have really a mind to grant a new addi- 
tional revenue to the civil liſt, this probability 
* ought to be a prevailing argument with us, at leaſt, 
to agree to the propoſition now made; for tho? 
it has been infinuated, that the Parliament may 
© hereafter call for an account, and diſpoſe of the 
* increaſe that may ariſe in the exciſe on beer and 
© ale, we know, and the caſe now in hand may con- 
© vince us, how difficult it is for the Parliament to 
* re-aſſume any revenue, or any part of any revenue, 
that has been or ce granted to, and eſtabliſhed as a 
part of the civil liſt. If it ſhould hereafter ap- 
* pear, that the civil liſt has got 100,000 /. a year, 
* or perhaps 200, oo0 l. a year, which may Pe 
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-nay, I queſtion much, if any fugure Parliament 
will be able to re-aſſume that 70,000. a year, or 


by our ſettling the. clauſe in the manner propoſ-d 


lion yearly, and thoſe duties ſhould by any acc.. 


of the -civil liſt, would not be obliged to make 


not now ſtand obliged to make good one ſhilling 
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bly be the caſe, by the increaſe of the exciſe n 
beer and ale, occaſioned by this bill, I am yer; 
certain, if we agree to this clauſe, as it now ſtand; 
the. Parliament will never be able to lay hold af 
any part of that increaſe, in order to apply it tg 
the aggregate fund, for making good the 70000) 
a year, to be taken from that fund by this clauſc, 


to diſcharge the aggregate fund from the future 
payment of it, tho' it ſhould then be made ap. 
pear, that the exciſe had actually increaſed, ay 
plainly as I have now made it appear, that it pro- 
bably will. 

This difficulty, Sir, may be prevented by our 
agreeing to the propoſition now made to us; and 


the civil liſt may be a gainer, but it is impoſſible 
it can be a loſer, even with reſpect to the ſurplus 


it may now have above 800,000 /. a year; which 


ſurplus, we have been told, the civil liſt hass 
good a fight to, as it has to any part of the $00, 
ooo l. a year: But I widely differ from the honou- 


rable gentleman who told us ſo; for if the dutics 
appropriated to the civil liſt, now produce a mil 


dent produce hereafter but 8 50,000 J. yearly, the 
Parliament, according to the preſent eſtabliſhment 


good ſo much as one ſhilling of that decreaſe; 
whereas if they ſhould hereafter produce but 7 50, 
ooo!. yearly, or any ſum leſs than 800,000 /. the 
Parliament ſtands obliged to make good whatever 


they may produce yearly Jeſs than that 800,000 /. 


ſo that there it at leaſt this difference between the 
800, ooo J. eſtabliſhment, and the 200,000 J. {ur- 
plus, that the Parliament now ſtands obliged to 
make good the 800,000 J. eſtabliſhment, but dots 
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« of the 200,000 J. ſurplus z therefore it can by no 
means at preſent be ſaid, that the civil liſt has as 
good a right to the ſurplus, as it. has to the eſta- 
« bliſhment : But, Sir, it we agree to the propoſi- 
tion now made, the civil liſt will then really have 
as good a right to the preſent ſurplus, whatever it 
© may be, as it has to the eſtabliſhment of 800,000 /. 
© yearly 3 for which reaſon, if this propoſition be 
not agrecd to, J muſt conclude, that the 70,000 J. 
© appropriated to the civil liſt, by the clauſe as it 
« ſtands at preſent, is deſigned as a new additional 
revenue to the civil liſt, and not as a compenſa- 
tion for the Joſs it may ſuſtain by the regulation 
© we are about to make. 

« This, Sir, leads me naturally to the next, and 
the only other realon that can be aſſigned or ſup- 
poſed, for our agreeing to. the clauſe as it now 
* ſtands, which is, becauſe we ſuppoſe, that the pre- 
| ſent amount of the civil liſt revenue is not ſuffi- 
cient for ſupporting his Majeſty's houſhold and fa- 
mily, and that therefore we ought to grant an ad- 
dition of 70,000 l. a year to that revenue, during 
his Majeſty's life at leaſt, but I may ſay in all 
time to come; for I do not find an inſtance, 
where leſs has been granted to a ſucceſſor, than 
Ct: had been formerly enjoyed by his anceſtor, Now, 
tie Wt © Sir, as to this reaſon, whatever the gentlemen, who 
are immediately concerned in the diſpoſal of the. 
civil liſt revenue, may ſuppoſe, I am very certain, 
le; bis Majeſty does not ſuppoſe any ſuch thing; be- 
50, cauſe, if he had ever ſuppoſed any ſuch thing, he 
the would certainly have communicated the ſame to 
ver bis Parliament, either by a ſpeech from the throne, 
or by a ſolemn meſſage, and would have defired 
the Wl © ſuch an addition from them, as he thought neceſ- 
ur- fary. There is no other way by which his Ma- 
o WO © jeſty can communicate any ſuch want to his Par- 
ocs Ml © lament, and until he does it in this manner, no 
ing, WM gentleman, as a member of this houſe, can ſuppoſe, 
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nay, as a truſtee for the people, he is bound not t5 
ſuppoſe, that his Majeſty ftands in need of any 
addition to his civil liſt revenue, or to any other 
revenue: This therefore can be no reaſon for us, ag 
members of this houſe, to agree to the clauſe as it 
ſtands now before us; and J hope this houſe wil 
never, without very ſtrong and public reaſons, take 
ſuch a large ſum of money from that fund, which 
is appropriated for the payment of our debts, and 
for freeing the people from that heavy load of 
taxes they now groan under.” 


a HS @ a aa © % © 9 2 


To this it was anſwered in ſubſtance as follows, 
vix. | | 


© The queſtion now before us, Sir, has been al- 
ready ſo fully debated, that we need not go about 
to ſeek for any other reaſon for agreeing to it, 
© than that which is the true one, and which has 
been already fect in ſo clear a light, that I am fur. 
« priſed to hear any new difficultles ſtarted, or ri- 
© ther, I ſhould ſay, thoſe difficulties renewed, 
* which have before been fully removed. The tme 
and the only reaſon for our agreeing to the clauſe, 
as it now ſtands, is, that by the very preceding 
«* clauſe we are to take from the civil liſt, and ap- 
« propriate to the aggregate fund, a revenue which, 
upon a medium ſince his Majeſty's acceſſion, has 
brought in 70, ooo J. a year: This being the truc 
< ſtate of the caſe, is it not evident, that the civil liſt 
will loſe at leaſt 50,0007. a year by the regulations 
we are now about to make? And as we are to take 
that yearly ſum from the civil liſt, and appropri- 
ate it to the aggregate fund, is it not moſt juſt 
and reaſonable, that we ſhould charge the aggre- 
gate fund with the payment of that ſum yearly to 
the civil liſt ? *Tis true, as the produce of the duties 
upon ſpirituous liquors, will certainly be very much 
 mniſhed by this new regulation. the aoregate 
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« fund may not perhaps receive ſo rauch yearly, by 
« the ſhare the civil liſt formerly had in thoſe du- 
ties; but this ſignifies nothing to the preſent que- 
« ſlion 3 for if we were to take off any of our taxes, 
« now appropriated to the civil liſt, or to the pay- 
ment of the intereſt growing due upon any of our 
« debts, we would be obliged to charge the aggre- 
gate fund, or ſome part of the ſinking fund, with 
the deficiency thereby occaſioned, though that fund 
« ſhould get nothing to anſwer the new charge laid 
« upon it. | 
But we are told, Sir, thut if the civil liſt be a 
© loſer, by taking from it its ſhare in the duties on 
« ſpirituous liquors, that loſs will be fully made good 
© by the increaſe in the excite on beer and ale, which 
© will naturally be occalioned by the new regulation 
© we are row about to make, Sir, whatever in- 
© creale may happen hereafter in the exciſe on beer 
© and ale, the civil liſt has a right to its ſhare of that 
* increaſe, without any new grant from us, nor can 
ve take that right from it without doing a ma- 
* nifeſt injuſtice; ſo that it appears to me a little 
* extraordinary to ſay, that the loſs of that right 
* the civil litt now has to a ſhare of the duties on 
* ſpirituous liquors, will be compenſated, or made 
* good, by another right it was before intitled to, 
* and which we neither could give nor take from 
9 | 
* But, Sir, to wave this argument for the preſent, 
and to ſuppoſe, that a right which we do not give, 
may be a compenſation for a right which we actu- 
* ally take away, I cannot think it would be juſt in 
* us to take from the civil liſt a certain revenue of 
* 70,000 J. a year, and give nothing in return but 
an uncertain produce, which may, for what we 
* know, be worth little or nothing; for even by the 
* very calculations that have been mentioned of the 
* other ſide, it appears, that the exciſe on beer and 
* ale, does not always increaſe or decreaſe, in pro- 
| portion 
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portion as the duties on ſpirituous liquors decreac, Ml © DP! 


or increaſe, In the year 1729, the duties on 4 
latter produced but 104, 373 J. whereas in the year 
1735 they produced 154,094 J. from whence we 
ought to conclude, that the produce of the exciſe 
on beer and ale was much higher in the year 1729, 
than it was in the year 1735; yet we find, thi 
in 1729, the exciſe produced but 963,763 J. aud 
that in the year ended at Midſummer luſt, 1735, i 
produced 1, 02 1, 370 J. which is 57,607 J. more 
than it produced in 1729. 

This ſhews, Sir, that the proportion between the 
increaſe or decreaſe of the one, and the decreaſe or 
increaſe of the other, does not always hold; and 
in fact it has certainly always been, and will al- 
ways be ſo; the increaſe or decreaſe of the exciſe 
upon beer or ale, as well as the increaſe or de- 
creaſe of the duties on ſpirituous liquors, depend 
upon ſo many other accidents, that they cannot 
depend intirely upon one another, nor can any may 
guels at the increaſe of the one, from any knoy- 
ledge he may have of the decreaſe of the other. ] 
ſhall mention only one accident, which was, I be-. 
lieve, the chief reaſon of the decreaſe of the exciſe 


0 
on beer and ale in the year 1729. It happened by 
in that year the price of all ſorts of corn, eſpeci- ® 
ally malt, was much higher than it was for ſeveral . f 
years before or ſince; and for this reaſon we may. : 
ſuppoſe, none of our brewers brewed any more 1 
beer or ale in that year, than what was abſolutely . 0 


neceſſary for the immediate conſumption; none of 
them brewed any large quantity for ſtaling, as they 
call it; whereas in a year when the price is low, 
they all brew great quantities, which they keep by. 
them as a ſtock in hand, to be ready to anſwer 
any future demand: This is more particularly the . 
caſe, with reſpect to thoſe forts of ſtrong beer or 
ale, which the brewer may keep ſeveral years in bis. 
cellars, and is generally the better the longer it is 

kept; 
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„kept; and to this accident, I believe, we ought 

« chiefly to aſcribe the great decreaſe in the exciſe on 

© beer and ale in the year 1729. f 
« Sir, I am ſo far from thinking, that the increaſe 

© or decreaſe in the conſumption of beer and ale, 

depends upon the decreaſe or increaſe in the con- 


ſumption of ſpirituous liquors, that I believe they 


© generally increaſe or decreaſe together; it is not 
© the conſumption of either of theſe liquors, that is 
© neceflary for the ſupport of nature, which raiſes 
© the exciſe to its preſent height: It is the conſump- 
© tion occaſioned by the debauches and extravagan- 
* cies of the people, and theſe debauches and extra- 
© yagancies depend upon ſo many accidents, that it 
d impoſſible to account for them in time paſt, or 
to gueſs at the conſumption that may be thereby 
* occaſioned in time to come. But I am perſuaded, 
that nothing will tend more to the preventing thoſe 
debauches and extravagancies in time to come, and 
to the rendering our people ſober, frugal and in- 
duſtrious, than the removing out of their way the 
many temptations they are now expoſed to, by the 
great number of gin-ſhops, and other places, for 
the retail of ſpirituous liquors; for before a man 
becomes fluſtered with beer or ale, he has time to 
reflect, and to conſider the many misfortunes to 
* which he expoſeth himſelf and his family, by idling 
| away his time at an alehouſe; whereas any ſpiritu- 
* ous liquor in a moment deprives him of all reflec- 
tion, ſo that he either gets quite drunk at the gin- 
ſhop, or runs to the alehouſe and there finiſhes his 
debauch, or at leaſt empties his pocket. From 
* hence, Sir, I think it moſt natural to conclude, 
that the bill now under our conſideration, if it 
paſſes into a law, will diminiſh the conſumption of 
beer and ale, and conſequently the produce of the 
* exciſe on thoſe liquors, as well as the conſumption 
| of - liquors, and the produce of the duty 
on them, 79 
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I come now, Sir, to the propoſition this day 
© made to us, which I muſt ſay I look on as a ver 
extraordinary one; becauſe it would intirely alte 

the very nature of that grant of the civil liſt, which 
was made to his Majeſty in the firſt year of his 
* reign z and I wonder how gentlemen can propoſ 
making any ſuch alteration in that grant, without 
his Majeſty's conſent : I think they ſhould, at leaf, 
in decency, have uſhered it in with a motion for 
an addreſs to his Majeſty, humbly to pray, tha 
he would give his conſent to their making ſuch 
© an alteration ; for by the eſtabliſhment of the civi 
© liſt, as it ſtands at preſent, and as it was granted 
to his Majeſty in the firſt year of his reign, he is 
to have, during his life, the produce of all thoſe 
duties then appropriated to that revenue without 


any account; yet now it is modeſtly propoſed, | 


that he ſhould from henceforth be obliged to give 
an account every year to Parliament, of the pro- 
© duce of every one of thoſe duties, or otherwiſe to 
© loſe at leaſt a part of the benefit of that eſtabliſh- 
* ment which was intended, and was actually grant- 
ed to him by Parliament in the firſt year of his 
«* reign: Having thus, Sir, put this propoſition in 
its true and genuine light, I am convinced I need 
not give the houſe the trouble of any argument to 


* ſhew, that we cannot come to any ſuch reſolution, 


or agree to ſuch a clauſe in any bill, without his 
* Majeſty's conſent ; and as I have ſhewn that there 
is no certainty that the civil liſt will be a gainer by 
< the increaſe of the exciſe on beer and ale, but, on 
the contrary, that there is a ee that it wil 
be a loſer by the decreaſe of that exciſe, I think 
© there ariſes from thence, a ſufficient reaſon for our 
making good to his Majeſty the loſs he muſt ſuſtain, 
by taking fro the civil liſt its ſhare in the duties 
on ſpirituous liquors ; therefore I ſhall add no more, 
but declare that I am moſt heartily for agreeing to 
© the clauſe as it now ſtands.” | 2 
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The reply was to this effect, viz. 


40¹ 


« Sir, from ſome of the arguments now made uſe Reply, 


« of, I think we may already begin to ſee the truth 


of what was foretold in the beginning of this de- 


© bate, We were then foretold, Sir, that if it 
« ſhould hereafter appear, that the civil liſt had got 
© 200,000 J. a year additional revenue, by the in- 
« creaſe of the exciſe on beer and ale, occaſioned by 
this bill, the Parliament would never be able to 
hay hold of any part of that increaſe, or even to 
« reafſſume the 70, ooo J. annuity we are now to 
grant, upon a ſuppoſition that the civil liſt will get 
nothing by any ſuch increaſe of the exciſe on beer 
«and ale. The truth of this, I ſay, Sir, begins al- 
© ready to appear; for the hon. gentleman has told 
« us, that by increaſing the conſumption of beer and 
«ale, and conſequently the exciſe on thoſe liquors, 
« we give nothing to the civil liſt but what it had 
before a right to; whereas by diminiſhing, or tak- 
© ing from the civil liſt its ſhare in the duties on ſpi- 
« rituous liquors, we take from it what it had for- 
« merly a right to, and that therefore we cannot pre- 
© tend to compenſate a right which we actually take 
© away, by a right which-we do not give. This, I 
* think, is the argument; and if this can be juſtly 
admitted as an argument for our agreeing to this 
* clauſe, it muſt always be a much ftronger argu- 
ment againſt the Parliament's ever pretending to 
take any part of the increaſe that may be occaſion- 
«ed in the exciſe, or to reaſſume the 70,000 J. an- 


| © nujty we are now to eſtabliſh, 


Although 1 have never yet admitted, nor can 
© admit, that tie civil liſt's ſhare 1n the duties on 
* ſpirituous liquors ought to be computed at 70, oool. 
yet now, Sir, I ſhall take it for granted, becauſe 
* it ſignifies nothing to the preſent diſpute z for the 
* principal queſtions now in diſpute I take to be, 
* whether the civil liſt has ſuch an abſolute right to 
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that ſhare, that we can make no regulations where. 
by the value of that ſhare may be diminiſhed 
without granting a compenſation from ſome other 
* fund? And the next queſtion I take to be, whe. 
ther, if by the ſame regulation, the value of the 
civil liſt's ſhare in ſome other duties or exciſes be 
increaſed, we may not, in juſtice and equity, in. 
ſiſt upon it, that the advantage occaſioned in the 
one caſe may be admitted, ſo far as it wil! amount, 
as a compenſation for the loſs in the other, 


As to the firſt queſtion, Sir, 'tis true, the crown | 


has a right to the whole produce of certain duticy 
* appropriated to the civil lift, but that right is to 
be conſidered in a two-fold reſpect. The crown 
has a right to the whole produce of all thoſe 
© duties, ſo far as may amount to the yearly 
* ſum of 800,000 J. without being ſubject to any 


accident or contingency whatſocver; becauſe, | 


if the produce ſhould not amount to that ſum 
« yearly, the Parliament ſtands obliged ro make it 
good; and it the whole produce of thoſe duties 
© ſhall amount to more than 800.000 J. the crown 
has likewiſe a right to the ſurplus, but that right 
is ſubject to all accidents and contingencies, be- 
cauſe if that ſurplus ſhould be by any accident di- 
miniſhed, the Parliament is not obliged to make 
it good: Now, Sir, among the many accidents to 
which that ſurplus, in its own nature, remains lis. 
ble, ſurely this is one, That it may hereafter be- 
come neceſſary for the welfare, perhaps for the 
preſervation of the nation, to prevent or put a ſtop 


* 


ties upon which contribute towards the producing 
of this ſurplus : Would the Parliament be obliged, 
in ſuch a caſe, to make that ſurplus good]; or to 
eſtabliſh any other fund for compenſating the loss 
the civil liſt might ſuſtain by ſuch an accident? 
No, Sir, it certainly would not, unleſs that lols 


© ſhould become ſo heavy, as to reduce the whole 
© ſurplus 
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to the conſumption of ſome commodities, the du- 
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« ſurplus, and even diminiſh the eſtabliſhment ; then 
© indeed a demand would ariſe upon the Parliament, 
« and we would be obliged to make the eſtabliſhment 
good. 

: Suppoſe, Sir, that France, Spain, Portugal, and 


| « the greateſt part of Italy, ſhould be united in an 


« alliance againſt us, which, by our late manage- 
© ment, may happen to be the caſe ; would it not 
then be abſolutely neceſſary for us to prohibit the 
« importation or conſumption of all French, Spaniſh, 
* Portugueſe and Italian wines? Would not this, 
very probably, almoſt quite annihilate the whole 
© of what I have called the ſurplus of the civil liſt ? 
© Yet will any gentleman ſay, that the Parliament 
could not prohibit the importation or conſumption 
© of thoſe wines, without making good to the civil 
liſt its ſhare in the duties upon them, to be com- 
puted at a medium of the produce for the preced- 
ing ſeven or eight years, when perhaps the con- 
ſumption of them was at a higher pitch than was 
© conſiſtent with the good of the nation, or the 
* health of the people? Surely, Sir, no man will 
pretend to ſay any ſuch thing; the Parliament 
* would not be obliged to make good any part of 
the loſs the civil liſt ſhould ſuſtain by ſuch pro- 


| © hibition, unleſs the produce of the duties, appro- 


priated to that revenue, ſhould be ſo far reduced, 
* as not to amount to 800,000 J. yearly ; and, even 
in that caſe, the Parliament would be obliged 
* only to make the $00,000 Il. good, they would 
not be obliged to make good any part of that 
* ſurplus, which the crown had formerly received 
and enjoyed, by means of the duties upon thoſe 
wines. 
© Is not the caſe now before us the very ſame? 
* Our people have, by accident, lately taken ſuch 
*a turn, that it is become neceſſary for their pre- 
* ſervation, to prohibit the conſumption of ſpiritu- 
* ous liquors by retail. Is not this, as well as the 
: Dd 2 one 
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one I have mentioned, one of thoſe accidents to 
which the crown's right to the ſurplus of the civil 
lift revenue always was, and ſtil! is ſubjected ? And 
can any gentleman with reaſon ſay, that we cannot 
prohibit the retail of ſuch liquors without making 
good to the civil liſt the whole ſurplus that has ac- 
crued to it, computed at a medium of the produce 
of thoſe very years when the abuſe of thoſe liquors 
was at its higheſt pitch? 

* The other queſtion, Sir, is, whether, if by the 
© ſame regulation by which the civil liſt's ſhare in 
© ſome duties is diminiſhed, its ſhare in other duties 
be increaſed, the advantage occaſioned by that te- 
gulation in one caſe, ought not in juſtice and honour 
to be admitted, ſo far as it will amount, as a com- 
penſation for the damage occaſioned in the other, 
This, Sir, is a fair and a true ſtate of the queſtion, 
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without putting it into the diſguiſe of compenſa- 


c 

* 

* 

c 

ting a right which we actually take away, by a 
right which we do not give: And after having 
thus ſtated the queſtion in its proper light, I ſhall 
make uſe only of a familiar parallel in private lite 
for ſhewing that it ought to be reſolved in the af- 
« firmative. Suppoſe a gentleman in my neigh- 
* bourhood has a very large marſh or ſtagnation of 
water in his eſtate, every year increaſing ſo as to 
© threaten his eſtate with almoſt intire ruin, and that 
the water from that marſh, after running througn 
a part of his eſtate, falls upon a part of mine, and 
there makes a new marſh or ſtagnation, by which 
< a great part of my eſtate is rendered uſeleſs, and 
ce 
c 
6 
4 
c 
c 


the whole brought into danger: Suppoſe, that up- 


on ſurveying my neighbour's marſh, and the ſeve- 
ral fields round it, I find that, by a cut through 
another part of his eſtate and a part of mine, his 
marſh may be thoroughly drained, and that the 
water, by being carried into a new channel, wil 

© be prevented from overflowing any part of my 
© eſtate,and will very much improve my neighbour's: 
« Suppoſe 


A.1730. DEBATES. 


« Suppoſe again, that upon a fair and juſt ſurvey, it 
« appears, that the rents of his eſtate will, by the 
© cut or water- drain to be made, be diminiſhed to 
the value of 20 L. a year, but that by the draining 
© of his marſh and rendering it good paſture or ara- 
« ble land, the rents of his eſtate will be augmented 
© to the value of 50. a year, ſo that upon the 
whole he will be a gainer to the amount of 3o 7. 
da year. In this caſe, I muſt aſk every country 
« gentleman that hears me, it my neighbour ought 
in prudence to prevent my making that cut or wa- 
« ter-drain through his eſtate at my own expence z 
© or if he could either in juſtice or honour pretend, 
that I ought to give him 20 J. a year out of my 
« eſtate, in compenſation for the 20/. a year he pre- 
© tends he is to loſe by making the cut er water- 
drain through his eſtate. I believe no gentleman 
© will ſay he could in prudence refuſe the one, or in 
{ juſtice infiſt upon the other. Yet in this caſe the 
* compenſation he receives for the right I take 
© away from him, ariſes from a right I do not give, 
© a right he was intitled to before I took the other 
from him. 
Having now, I think, Sir, demonſtrated, that 
* if the loſs the civil liſt may ſuſtain by the preſent 
| © regulation, be made good by the increaſe in the 
* exciſe on beer and ale, occaſioned by the preſent 
' regulation, we are neither in Juſtice nor honour ob- 
{ liged to give any other compenſation, I may give 
* up the other queſtion, and admit, that we are ob- 
 liged to grant a compenſation, in caſe the loſs is 
not made good by the increaſe of the exciſe on 
beer and ale; becauſe, notwithſtanding what the 
© honourable gentleman has ſaid, I am ſtill of opi- 
nion, that it is not only probable, but apparent, 
that the loſs in one way will be ſufficiently made 
* good by the advantage in the other. The very na- 
ture of the thing is to me a ſufficient proof; for grant- 
D d 3 ing, 
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ing, that the greateſt part of the preſent amount 
of the exciſe proceeds from the debauches and ex. 
travagancies of the people; it is well known, tha 
thoſe who once get into the way of committing 
debauches in gin, can have no rcliſh even for the 


that thoſe who have once taken to the exceſſive 
drinking of gin, give over almoſt intirely thedrink- 
ing of beer or ale; and if we can lay thoſe people 
under a neceſſity of returning to the drinking of 
ſtrong beer or ale, we muſt neceſſarily very much 
increaſe their conſumption. 
© By the report, Sir, of his Majeſty's juſtices of | 
the peace at Hicks*s-hall in the month of Fonuory B 
laſt, we find, there were then within Weſlminſte,, 
Holborn, the Tower, and Finsbury diviſion (exclu- 
five of London and Southwark) 7044 houſes and 
| ſhops, wherein geneva and other ſpirituous liquors | 
were publickly ſold by retail, of which they had 
got an account, and that they believed it was ve- 
iy far ſhort of the true number ; from whence, 
Sir, if we include London and Southwark, and the 
© other places within the bills of mortality, I think 
I may modeſtly compute, there are 20,000 hou- 
* ſes and ſhops within the bills of mortality, where 
geneva and other ſpirituous liquors are ſold by re- 
tail; and tho? the people within the bills of 7 * 
Ss « tality 


* ſtrongeſt malt liquors; and I am convinced there 

are very few inſtances, if any, that ever a club of 
exceſſive gin-drinkers went from a gin-ſhop, i. 

© ther to finiſh their debauch, or empty their pocket 

* by drinking common beer at an ale houle ; be. 

© cauſe, even to quench their thirſt, they generally 
take ſmall beer or water, and mix it up with gin; Wl © ® 
and many of them continue at the gin-ſhop, till Wl © 
© they cannot find the way to an ale-houſe, or even to Wl © 0 
© their own beds, if they have any, but content WM ©" 
© themſelves with the clean ſtraw, which at ſome of Wl © © 
£ thoſe places they have for nothing; ſo that even Wl ©? 
* from the nature of the thing we muſt conclude, - 
c 

£ 

6 

8 

6 
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ality are computed to be but a fifth, or a ſixth 
part of the people of England, yet I ſhall reckon but 
20 000 houſes and ſhops in all the other parts of 
England, where ſpirituous Jiquors are fold by re- 
© tail, the whole being 40,000. Now to each of 
© theſe houſes I ſhill allow but ten cuſtomers who 
© are exceſſive drinkers of gin, ſuch I call thoſe who 
© may drink about half a pint a duy, one with ano- 
ther; and ten cuſtomers who are moderate drink- 
© ers of that liquor, ſuch I call thois who do not 
© rink above half a quartern a day, one day with 
© another. This makes in all Exgland 400,000 ex- 
ceſſive drinkers, and 400,000 moderate drinkers 
© of ſpirituous liquors; and confidering how u- 
© niverſally the cuſtom of drinking ſuch liquors has 
got in among the common people, men, women 
© and children, I belicve this number will not be 
g reckoned too large. 

Let us next ſuppoſe, Sir, that if the retail of 
© ſuch liquors were entirely prohibited, and theſe 
© drigkers of gin ſhould return to the uſe of malt 
liquors, that each of the exceſſive drinkers of gin 
© would for the future, drink a pint of ſtrong beer a 
day, one day with another, and that each of the 
moderate drinkers of gin would for the future drink 
half a pint of ſtrong beer a day, one with another, 
more than they drink at preſent ; we may from 
thence ſee how greatly the conſumption of beer and 
ale would be hereby increaſed ; for 400,000 pints 
© and 400,000 half pints, make 600,000 pints, or 
© 75,000 gallons a day, which makes 27,375,000 
* gallons, or 805,147 barrels in a year: The ex- 
 ciſe at 45. 6d. per barrel upon this increaſe in the 
* conſumption, would produce an increaſe in the ex- 
* ciſe upon beer and ale of 18 1, 158 J. yearly, one half 


* of which being 90,579 l. would belong to the civil 
g liſt; ſo that even in the moſt modeſt way of com- 


* putation, and according to all the ways of computa- 
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© tion, the civil liſt will get more by the increaſe in Ws ex 


© the exciſe upon beer and ale, than it can be fup. MW th: 
© poſed to Joſe according to the higheſt computa. n. 
tion, by taking from it the duties on ſpirituous . N or 
gquors; and that my computation of gin-drinker, MW fo! 
is within bounds, appears from hence; that the MW. nc 
* ſuppoſed 400,000 exceſſive drinkers at half a pint N nc 
a day, and the 400,000 moderate drinkers at half Ws er 
* a quartern a day, according to this computation, Wh pr 
« conſume but 31,250 gallons a day, which is WW hi 
© 11,396,250 gallons in a year, the duties upon Wl cc 
* which, at 3 d. a gallon, amount to but 142, 453 Wl ti 
per annum; whereas the duties upon theſe liquors Wl fr 
« for this laſt year, amounted to 154, 094 J. and WF ee 
ve cannot ſuppoſe but that there are ſome frauds Wl y: 
< with reſpect to the collecting of theſe duties, a n 
well as in moſt others. p 

I have choſen this new method of calculation, ti 

Sir, not becauſe I think the other any way fall f 

or deceitful, but to ſhew, that from whatever me- d 

thod we chuſe, and from the moſt modeſt calcu- t 
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lations we can make, this general truth will al. 

ways appear, That by prohibiting the retail of ſpi- 

rituous liquors, the civil liſt will get more by the 

increaſe of the exciſe on beer and ale, than it can 

loſe by the decreaſe of the duties upon ſuch 11quors: 

And now with reſpect to the obſervations mac 

upon the other method, I muſt ſay, that the genile- 

men of the other ſide treat us, as free-thinkers are 

treated by ſome of their antagoniſts : They ſtatea 

weak or a falſe argument for us, anſwer it, and 

then triumph in the victory they have obtained. | 
have never heard it ſaid, Sir, in this houſe, nor 
in any other place, that as the duties upon ſpirt- 

tuous liquors decreaſe or increaſe, the exciſe upon 

beer nd ale muſt always increaſe or decreaſe in an 
exact proportion: That if the duties upon the for- 

mer, decreaſe or increaſe one fifth, one fixth, 
or one tenth, the other muſt increaſe or decreaſe 
exactly 
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ein exactly one fifth, one ſixth, or one tenth, and nei- 
vp. ther more nor leſs. No, Sir, we know there are 
ta. many other accidents may contribute to the increaſe 
i. or decreaſe of the exciſe on beer and alc, and there- 
cers fore this proportion cannot be exact: Yet I can- 
the not allow, that the accident mentioned by the ho- 
int Wl nourable gentleman, could have any great influ- 
half WW ence upon the exciſe in the year 1729; for the 
ion, price of malt was not, ſo far as I remember, ſo 
1 is Wb high that year, as to put our brewers out of their 
pon common way of brewing ; and beſides, we know 
531, that the ſtrong drink brewed for common draught, 
uors from whence the greateſt part of the exciſe is raiſ- 
and ed, is never deſigned to be kept a great many 
auds WF years, fo that in ſuch fort of drink the brewers 
„ never think of laying up a great ſtock, in order to 

provide for a year of ſcarcity : But I ſhall men- 
ion, tion one accident, which I will take upon me to 
talc ay, has greatly contributed to keep up the exciſe 
' theſe laſt two years, and yet has contributed no- 
thing towards raiſing the produce of the duties, at 
( leaſt on home made ſpirits; I mean, Sir, the late 


ſpi- general elections for this Parliament, and the 
tte many very extraordinary diſputed elections that 
can have been ſince; for it is certain that theſe elec- 
1075: tions and diſputes have added greatly to the con- 
nace ſumption of beer and ale, tho' I have never yet 
nale. heard of a candidate who treated his voters or his 
s are WW witneſſes with gin. 
atea WF And Jaſtly, Sir, with reſpe& to the propoſition 
and WF this day made to us, I am ſurpriſed ts hear the 
d. | BF honourable gentleman ſay, that it alters the nature 
nor Wi of the preſent eſtabliſhment of the civil liſt ; for 
piri- on the contrary, it purſues exactly the nature of 
upon WF that eſtabliſhment : With reſpect to the preſent ci- 
in an WF vil liſt, fo far as the Parliament ſtands obliged to 
for- make it good, his Majeſty is accountable z for he 
ixth, WF cannot make any demand upon the Parliament, 
reale WF till he has laid an account of the civil liſt revenues 


act! before 
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© before them, in order to ſhew them the deficier. | 


cy: By the propoſition now before us, we are tg 
enlarge that eſtabliſhment, we are to oblige our 
« ſelves to make a farther ſum yearly good to his 
* Majeſty, and I hope the honourable gentleman 
© would not have us lay ourſelves under ſuch an oblj. 
« gation, and at the ſame time put it in the power 
of any future miniſter to come and tell us when. 
ever he pleaſes, that there was a deficiency as to 
that farther ſum, and that therefore he irlifted 
upon our making it good, without laying any 
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might appear. 
To conclude, Sir, from the whole that has been 
ſaid upon this ſubject, it appears evident to me, 


niſned by what we are now about, we are not 
obliged to make it good : That if we were obliged 
to make the loſs good, it ought not to be com. 
-puted at 50,000/. per annum: That if it ſhould be 
computed at 70,0007. per annum, it is apparent 
that it will be made good by the increaſe of the 
Exciſe : That if this were not apparent, the propo- 
ſition now made to us will fully anſwer that uncer- 
tainty : That the propoſition now made to us is . 
actly conformable to the nature of the preſent eſta- 
bliſhment of the civil liſt ; and that if it were not, 
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upon us in favour of the civil liſt; ſo that in no 


© ſuppoſable caſe I can find any reaſon for taking 


© ſuch a large ſum as 70, ooo J. a year from that fi 
« cred fund appropriated for relieving the people, 
© and eſpecially the poor labourers, artificers, and 
* manufaCctuters, from the heavy taxes they are now 
charged with; and therefore I cannot agree that 
© this clauſe, in the form in which it is at preſent, 
© ſhould ſtand part of this bill. 


The 


account before us from whence that deficiency 


that if the ſurplus of the civil lift ſhould be dimi-f 


it is become neceſſary, by the demand now made 
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The queſtion being then put, to agree with the Piviſien. 
committee in the amendments made to this clauſe, it 
was, upon a diviſion, carried 1n the affirmative by 
153t0 110. 


After this, the farther conſideration of the report 
from the Committee upon the ſaid bill, was adjourn- 
ed till Friday the 16th, when the houſe refuined the 
confideration of the ſaicd report, and the reſt of the 
amendments made by the Committee to the bill be- 
ing read a ſecond time, were with amendments to 
one of them agreed to by the houſe; after which, 
the following clauſe was offered to be added to the 
bill, viz. 

provided always, that nothing in this act con- Clauſe for 
{ tained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to += 
charge with any of the duties directed to be paid, 
levied, or coll: &ted, by this act, any ſpirits or 
ſtrong:· waters, to be made into the liquor common- 
iy called punch, to be retailed and conſumed in 
* the houſe, or houſes, of any perſon or perſons 
keeping a public inn, coffee-houſe, victualling- 
* houſe,, or ale-houſe, who ſhall have been firſt li- 
 cenſed to ſell wine, beer, ale, or other liquors, or 


to ſubject the makers or retailers of the ſaid liquor 


called punch, to take out licences from the commil- 
' fioners of exciſe, as herein before directed for re- 
* talers of ſpirituous liquors, or ſtrong-waters. Pro- 
' vided the ſaid liquors called punch, fo to be retail- 
ed and conſumed as aforeſaid, to be made or mixed 
with two third parts water at leaſt, in the preſence 
of the buyer, and that the ſpirit with which the 
aid liquor is to be made, be not ſold or retailed, in 
a leſs quantity than one pint, or at a leſs price, than 
' alter the rate of 5s. per gallon; and all and every 
* perſon or perſons, acting contrary hereto, ſhall for- 
* feit the ſum of gl. for every offence, one moi 
thereof to the informer or proſecutor, that ſhall in- 
form or proſecute for the fame, the other moiety 
to 
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* to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors : And the 
proof that the ſame was ſo mixed and fold at ſuch 
price as aforeſaid, ſhall lie on the vender or ſeller 
thereof, and not on the informer or proſecutor ? 


The arguments in favour of this clauſe, were in 
ſubſtance as follow, vig. 


Sir, as the complaint which occaſioned the 
bringing in of this bill, was chiefly aimed againſt 
that conſtant and exceſſive uſe of home made ſpi- 
© rits, among people of inferior rank, which has of 
© late years ſo greatly increaſed, and as the conſtant 
and exceſſive uſe of ſuch ſpirits among ſuch ſort of 
people, proceeded intirely from the low price, and 
* from the liberty which many perſons took, to 
© retail them without a licence, I have always been 
of opinion, that the evil complained of might have 
been cured, without laying on ſuch heavy duties, 
© as will amount to a prohibition of the retail, not 
only of home made ſpirits, but of all diſtilled ſpi- 
rituous liquors z but as this houſe ſeems to be ct a 
* contrary opinion, I muſt ſubmit to what has been 


© already agreed to: However, as the conſumption} 


of rum, eſpecially when made into punch, has ne- 
ver occaſioned the leaſt complaint, and as that 
* conſumption is of very great conſequence to this 
nation, I muſt beg leave to offer a few words in 
* favour of that liquor, and then I ſhall take the 
* liberty to offer a clauſe for exempting it from the 
duties directed by this bill to be paid, levied, and 
collected. 

I believe, Sir, no gentleman in this houſe is 1g- 
© norant of the preſent declining ſtate of our ſugar 
© colonies: Their circumſtances, and the many dil- 
« treſſes and diſcouragements they labour under, have 
© been of late fo fully laid before Parliament, that 
no gentleman in the nation, I believe, is ignorant 
of their melancholy ſituation ; and every man _ 

« has 
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_ © has regard for his fellow ſubjects, or for the good 
" « of his country, muſt be ſenſibly touched with their 
0 


« juſt complaints. Their rivals in the ſugar trade 
enjoy a new, rich, and fertile ſoil, which produces 

« plentifully without great labour or expence; while 
they are obliged to roll in fields worn out by con- 
© tinual labour, and incapable of producing any 
thing without a vaſt expence. Their rivals live 
© almolt quite free from taxes, and without being at 

© the expence of making any preſents to their go- 
wy ff vernors, or even of maintaining and repairing their 


in 


b. « own forts and garriſons; while they are heavily 
sar loaded with taxes upon exports as well as imports, 
ant . and obliged to pay large ſalaries to. their gover- 
ay | nors, and to maintain and repair their own fortifi- 
nd WY « cations: Their rivals have a liberty of exporting, 
% « their ſugars directly to any market in Europe, 
en n while they remain under a neceſſity of landing e- 
very ounce in Britain, and are thereby obliged to 
nes pay double freight, double commiſſion, and a great 
bi © many other unneceſſary charges, Theſe diſadvan- 


tages have already, I am afraid, made us loſe the 
K benefit of ſupplying any foreign market with ſu- 

ears; and in ſuch circumſtances can it be expect- 
' ed that the Parliament of Great Britain will, with- 
out any neceſſity, make a regulation for taking 
= our ſugar colonies the only market they have 
( ˖ N 

* I muſt confeſs, Sir, I little expected to have 
' ſeen, in this ſeſſion of Parliament, any new diſcou- 
nagement given to our ſugar colonies ; on the con- 
' trary I expected to have ſeen the moſt vigorous 
and the beſt concerted meaſures taken for relieving 


. S them from all the diſadvantages they at preſent la- 
75 bour under, and for putting them at leaſt upon an 
hoo equal footing with their rivals in the ſugar trade ; 


' Iedeem that trade, and to regain the benefit we 
; have 


Such meaſures might have perhaps enabled us to 
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« have loſt, of ſupplying foreign markets with thy ed 
« commodity ; but if we diminiſh the ſale of their MW 72 


« ſugars or their rum in Great - Britain, without en; Ml ob 
bling them to ſend it to foreign markets, by remoy. ' cel 
ing the diſadvantages they are now ſubjected to, * 64 
our ſugar planters may ſoon be ſo much ruined nd c. 
their rivals ſo thoroughly eſtabliſhed in the trade, {0 
that it will be impoſſible for us to regain it; nay, in 
« the very iſlands where our ſugars are produced x 
C 


may come to be abandoned, and then inſtead of 00 
ſupplying foreigners, it will be impoſſible for uso © 
« ſupply ourſelves, either with ſugars or rum, which ſo 
© muſt of courſe be attended with an infinite lok to de 
© the nation. 1 

Let us conſider, Sir, what vaſt quantities of nu. | ſy 
nufactures of alt Kinds and qualities are yearly ſen WW ® 
from Great-Britain to our ſeveral ſugar iſlands,and n 
from thence we mult ſee how greatly the value of 12 
© our exports muſt be diminiſhed, if thoſe iſlands 4 
ſhould be intirely abandoned, or ſo much reduced, . l 
as not to be able to furniſh themſelves with any 17 
© thing but the meer neceſſaries of life. This of it- WM * 
ſelf would be an infinite loſs to the nation; but then 


* 


if we could have no ſugars or rum from thoſe þ 
« iſlands, for ſupplying our own conſumption, our .! 
© loſs would be redoubled ; for that conſumption / 


« would then be ſupplied from the French iſiands; 
« ſo that the value of our imports from foreign coun- 
tries, would be conſiderably increaſed, at the fame 
time, that the value of our exports would be great- 
ly diminiſhed, and how this would affect our ba- 
© lance of trade, as well as our labourers and manu- 
© faCturers here at home, I leave every gentleman} 
* to judge. I ſhall now only take notice, that the 


are ſaid to amount to near 1 30, oool. a year, and as 

« theſe ſugars pay but 35. 6 d. per hundred weight, e 

* mult from thence conclude, that the ſugars 1 
SY | * 
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+ WM ed yearly in this iſland, muſt amount to above 
; * 700,000 hundred weight; fo that if we were 


— © obliged to purchaſe from France all the ſugars ne- 
”  cefſary for our home conſumption, at the rate of 
6 per pound, which would probably be the caſe, 
a chat conſumption only would carry yearly out of 
"1, WM this kingdom, near two millions of pounds ſter- 


{ling : To this let us add, the money that muſt ne- 
© ceffarily be carried out of the nation yearly for rum 
ger or brandy; and the vaſt ſums that muſt yearly be 
© carried out of Ireland, and our northern colonies, 
nic i for the ſugars and rum or brandy they ſtand in 
deed of; and from theſe two conſiderations only 


oh © we muſt, I think, concludez that by the loſs of the 
mn: ſugar trade only, the balance of trade would be in- 
en drely turned againſt us, which would ina few years 
n( WM rp us of all the riches we now enjoy. Then let 
ofs conſider what vaſt numbers of our people are 
anch now employed at home and abroad, in the pro- 


ces, duction and manufacture of our ſugars, what vaſt 


numbers of our tradeſmen and manufacturers of 


fr al kinds, are imployed in providing neceſſaries 
' and utenſils for them, and what a number of our 
ſeamen are yearly employed in tranſporting our 
ſugars and rum to Great-Britain; and from thence 
ye may ſee, how greatly the number of our peo- 
' ple, eſpecially our ſeamen, muſt be diminiſhed ; 
and conſequently, how conſiderable the power and 
the naval force of this nation muſt be reduced by 
' the loſs of the ſugar trade: But what is ſtill of 
' worſe conſequence, and I beg of gentlemen to con- 
„ider it, all the riches, all the power, and all the 
' naval force we may in this caſe loſe, mult neceſſa- 
' ily be added to that kingdom from which we muſt 
' always have the moſt to fear. | 

Having now, Sir, repreſented to you the fatal 
Conſequences, with which the loſs of the ſugar trade. 
* muſt be attended, I ſhall next conſider how that 
: trade may be affected by the bill now before I; 


OS 
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believe it will by granted me, at leaſt by every 
man who underſtands any thing of our ſugar plan- 
tations, that conſidering the diſadvantages they lie 
under at preſent, it would be impoſſible for them 
to carry on the trade, or to produce any ſugars, 
if they had not a ready ſale for their rum at the 
price it now bears, therefore every thing that tends 
towards leſſening the price it now bears, muſt be 
a ſtep towards the ruin of our ſugar trade. Now, 
if the conſumption of any commodity be leſſened, 
if the number of buyers be diminiſhed, the quan- 
tity brought to market muſt be leſſened, or the 
price will ſink of courſe; and as the conſumption 
of rum, and conſequently the number of buyers, 
will certainly be very much diminiſhed by this bill 
as it now ſtands, we muſt conclude, that our ſugar 
planters cannot have a ready ſale for their rum, at 
the price it now bears, if they continue to produce 
as much as they do at preſent; therefore many of 
them muſt either immediately turn themſelves to 
ſome other buſineſs, or all will be ruined in a ſhort 
time, We know that our ſugar iſlands are not 
fit for producing any thing, that can turn to ac- 
count but ſugars and rum; ſo that if we put it out 
of their power to get a ſale for their ſugars and 
rum at ſuch a price as they may ſubſiſt by, a great 
number of them muſt neceſſarily leave the iſlands 
where they are now ſettled, and will very proba- 

< bly go to ſettle among the French in Hiſpaniola, 
or St. Lucia, where there is ſpare ground ſufficient 
for them all, and where they will, without doubt, 
meet with all manner of encouragement. The 
few ſugar planters that may be left upon our own 
< ſugar iſlands, may then perhaps, get a profitable 
< price for the ſmall quantities of ſugar and rum they 
« produce, becauſe we will certainly endeavour, as 
much as we can, by prohibitions and high duties, 
«to me the importation of foreign ſugars, rum, 


« or brandy ; but we cannot in ſuch a caſe propoſe 
«to 
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« to ſell any at a foreign market; and even with 
« reſpe& to our home conſumption, we know how 
impoſſible it is to prevent the importation or con- 
« ſumption of any foreign commodity, when there 
is a very great advantage to be got by running it 
© upon us. 

We know, Sir, that our own markets are the 
© only markets where our ſugar planters can pro- 
« poſe to ſell any great quantity of the rum they 
produce, and it is reckoned that the rum they 
produce, 1s at preſent equal in value to one 4th part 
of all their other produce: If then by the bill now 
* before us, we diminiſh by one half the preſent con- 
* ſumption of rum, as our ſugar planters can diſpoſe 
©of it no where elle, it is abſolutely rendering uſe- 
«© leſs te them one 8th part of their whole produce, 
© which is the ſame with taking it intirely away 
from them; and as an eigthth part is above twelve 
© per Cent. I am afraid it is more than any one of our 
* ſugar planters can at preſent make of clear profit 
© to himſelf; ſo that if this be taken from him, he 
© muſt labour and toil, or venture his money, for 
nothing, which no man certainly will. From 
© hence, Sir, we may ſee how dangerous it is to lay 
* {uch a reſtraint upon the conſumption of rum as 
is propoſed by this bill: Yet this reſtraint, dan- 
* gerous as it is, I ſhould have readily agreed to, if 
© the conſumption of rum, either by itſelf or in 
punch, had ever given occaſion to any of the evils 
* now complained of, or even if we could hope 
thereby to render our people at home more ſober, 
more frugal, or more induſtrious; becauſe in either 
* caſe, I would have at the ſame time propoſed the 
' freeing of our ſugar planters from all quit-rents 
and taxes, from all ſalaries or preſents to gover- 
nors, and even from all expence of maintaining 
* and repairing their own fortifications ; and at the 
* ſame time I would have been for giving them 
liberty to export their ſugars and rum directly to 
Vor. XIII. E e any 
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any market in the known world: But neither of 
« theſe is the caſe at preſent ; for the inferior rank of 
our people never have made, nor ever can make 
© a conſtant and exceſſive ule of rum: It is never 
« uſed, either by itſelf or when made into punch, 
but by our better ſort of people, and inltcad of 
© making them more ſober, frugal, or induſtrious, 
by taking from them the uſe of punch, we ſhall 
only throw them into the way of drinking wine, 
© which will be a great expence to them, and a 
much greater expence to the. nation. 

But, Sir, it is not the conſumption of rum only, 
© that will be diminiſhed by prohibiting the retail of 
punch, the conſumption of ſugar likewiſe will be 
greatly diminiſhed ; for though people may ſtill 
make uſe of punch at their own houſes, we know 
© that our people, eſpecially thoie of the middling 
* fort, do not much like entertaiuments at one ano- 
© ther's houſes; from that ſpirit of liberty ſo natural 
to them, and which I hope no miniſter nor go- 
vernment ſhall ever be able to root out, they like 
© to be at a public houſe, upon an equal footing and 
© a fair club; and therefore we cannot ſuppoſe that 
the conſumption at people's own houſes will amount 
to near the quantity that was formerly conſumed : 
On the contrary we may expect that people will 
go to public houſes as formerly, and moſt of 
them will there drink wine inſtead of punch; ſo 
that I muſt look upon the prohibition of punch, as 
* one of the moſt extraordinary ſteps that was ever 
© taken by any nation: We are doing what we 
© can to drive the people from the ule of a li- 
©. quor, which is almoſt. wholly produced by the 
labour and induſtry of our: own ſubjects, to the 
© uſe of u liquor which is intirely produced by ot- 
* reigners, and a great part of it by foreigners 


* with whom we have not, at preſent I believe, all | 
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I ſhould have been glad, Sir, to have ſeen this 
bill ſo framed, as to have left our people the free 
© uſe of rum in any manner they pleaſed ; but as 
© the houſe ſeems to be of opinion, that this would 
open a way for evading the act, I ſhall make no 
« propoſition for that purpoſe : I ſhall confine my 
« propolition to the uſe of punch only; and I think 
: [ have drawn it up in ſuch a manner, as to pre- 
vent its being poſſible to draw from it any method 
— 
c 
o 


of evading the law: Nay, I have drawn it up in 
ſuch a method, as to put it out of the power of 


f mean or low people to make a conſtant and ex- 
e ceſſive uſe of it; therefore as no bad conſequence 
il can accrue from permitting the uſe of punch 
W among the better ſort of people; and as I have, 
2 I think, ſhewn very ſtrong reaſons for exempt- 


o- ing it from the duties to be laid on by this 
al * bill, I ſhall propoſe to add to the bill ſome 
0- * ſuch clauſe as this: (Here the above clauſe was 


ke read.) | 

nd 

hat The anſwer was to this effect, viz. 

unt 

ed: * Although the complaints which occaſioned the Anſwer, 


will W © bringing in of the bili now Hefore us, were chiefly 
of * aimed againſt the conſtant and exceſſive uſe of 
ſo MW © home-made ſpirits, among our people of inferior 
rank, yet I believe, Sir, it will be granted, that 
the uſe of ſpirituous liquors of all ſorts, and even 
the uſe of punch, has of la e years become too 
common, and very exceſſive, It is well known 
© how conſiderably the number of our dram-houſes 
and punch houſes have increaſed within theſe few 
years, and how much they have been frequented 
by perſons of all ranks and degrees, eſpecial] 
* ſince the method of retailing punch in A ſma] 
quantities, and at ſo cheap a rate, has begun to be 
* practiſed: This we may be aflured of from the 
«1 MW © number of advertiſements relating to ſuch houſes, 
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* which have daily appeared in our news-papers 
for two or three years paſt; and as every ſuch 
© houſe is a temptation thrown in the way of our 
people, for tippling and idling away their time, I 
am of opinion that it is now become abſolutely ne- 
« ceſſary to remove thoſe temptations out of the way 
« of our people, or at leaſt to leflen the number of 
© them as much as we can. I do not, Sir, in the 
© leaſt, queſtion but this evil was foreſeen by many 
« oentlemen ſeveral years ago; but among the ma- 
ny advantages we enjoy by the nature of our con- 
« ſtitution, we are expoſed to this inconvenience, 
© that it is ſeldom practicable to prevent an enſuing 
evil, till it becomes ſo apparent as to be felt al- 
© moſt by every man in the kingdom; and in the 
« preſent caſe, though the evils now complained of 
© were, I believe, foreſeen a dozen or twenty years 
« ſince by ſome gentlemen, yet it is certain that no 
< propoſition for preventing theſe evils would then 
have met with any reception; on the contrary, if 
any ſuch bill as the preſent had then been propoſed, 
] believe the gentleman, whoever he might be, 
that ſhould have propoſed, it, would have been 
© looked on as a mad man: Yet I am convinced it 
vill now be granted, that the paſſing of ſuch a 
© bill at that time would have been of great ſervice 


to the nation; and the objection, of turning a | 
number of people out of their way of ſubſiſting | 


their families, would not then have been near ſo 
« ſtrong as it is at preſent. This is the caſe of every 
general nuſance; there is no ſuch nuſance but what 
© contributes to the advantage or the convenience of 
« ſome particular perſons, and they will endeavour to 
« defend it, and to oppoſe its removal as long as they 
can; but when the nuſance comes to be generally 
and ſenſibly felt, they muſt then ſubmit z and when 
the moving of the nuſance becomes abſolutely ne- 
« ceſlary for the public good, neither the advantage 


© nor 
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nor the convenience of particular perſons is to be 
in the leaſt regarded. | 

I am as ſenſible, Sir, of the preſent bad circum- 
* ſtances of our ſugar colonies, as any gentleman in 
this houſe; Iam as much concerned for them, and 
* as deſirous to have the hardſhips they complain of 
removed, as any gentleman can be; and therefore 
I ſhall readily concur with any meaſures that may 
be propoſed for giving them relief, providing ſuch 
* meaſures do not any way tend to the ruin of their 
mother country: But for the ſake of encouraging 
© them in the ſale of their rum or their ſugars, I 
cannot ſubmit to the continuance of a glaring enor- 
* mity, an enormity which I foreſee will evidently 
tend towards deſtroying the health and the morals 
© of the people of Great Britain. For this reaſon 
am againſt making any exceptions to the bill 
© now before us: The diſeaſe we are now fully 
© ſenſible of, the remedy we have in our hands, do 
not let us mix that remedy up with any palliative, 
* which may leſſen, perhaps intirely prevent, its et- 
* fet, We may find many methods for giving to 
© our ſugar colonies a full compenſation for the diſ- 
advantage they may be ſubjected to by this bill; 
but that compenſation cannot be granted by the bill 
* now before us; it is a ſubject of a quite different 
© natuge, and will therefore require a diſtinct conſi- 
© deration, and a ſeparate pill. This we may not, 
perhaps, be able to. accompliſh in the preſent ſeſ- 
© ſion, but their caſe may be fully examined into, 
and deliberately conſidered, before next ſeſſion, 
proper relief and all neceſſary encouragement may 
then be granted, and in the mean time theit . loſs 
cannot be very conſiderable. 

I ſhall not, Sir, diſpute the conſequence our ſu- 
gar iſlands are of to this kingdom, nor ſhall I dif. 
pute its being a loſs to them, for us to take any 
* meaſures for leſſening the conſumption of their rum 
in Great Britain; but I am convinced they might 
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« ſell their rum at a much cheaper rate, and yet have 
a conſiderable yearly profit from their ſeveral plan- 
tations. If they ſhould lower the price of their 
rum but a very little, they might find a vent for 

it in many other places of the world, a vent which 
would be more than ſufficient for anſwering the 
ſmall diminution that may, by this law, be occa- 

© fioned, with reſpect to the conſumption of that li- 
© quor in Great Britain; and that foreign vent 
« would contribute much more to the advantage of 
their native country, than their ſelling the ſame quan- 
* tity at double the price to be conſumed in this iſland. 
© It is therefore againſt the general intereſt of this 
* country, to encourage the home conſumption ſo 
much, as to enable our planters to ſell all they can 
make at a high price in Great Britain; and on the 
© other hand it is our duty to take all poſſible mea- 
© tures for enabling them to ſel] it at a cheap rate to 


„ 


3 foreigners; for if the price of rum could be ſo much 


© reduced, as that it might be purchaſed at a cheaper 
rate than brandy or geneva, I am perſuaded vaſt 
quantities of it would be conſumed in North- Ame- 
rica, in Africa, and in the countries bordering up- 
on the Baltic; and even here at home the con- 
* ſumption of French and Flemiſh brandies would 
thereby be very much diminiſhed. 

I do nct know, Sir, but that by prohibiting the 
retail of punch, ſome ſmall addition may be made 
to our conſumption. of wines; but whatever addi- 
tion may be made, it will be with reſpect to Port 
* wines only; and as our trade with Portugal is, in 
the main, a very profitable trade, it is our intereſt 
to encourage our trade with that kingdom as much 
as we can: However, I am convinced this addi- 
tional conſumption of foreign wines will not be any 
* way conſiderable ; for moſt of thoſe perſons who 
* formerly uſed to drink punch, will return to the 
drinking of fine ale and Rok beer, or thoſe home 
made wines which we call ſweets; and I hope it 


« will 
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w1ll be allowed, that it is as much the intereſt of 
the nation to encourage the conſumption of theſe 
liquors, as that of any other liquor whatſoever. 
By increaſing the conſumption of fine ale and ſtrong 
beer, we ſhall encourage the tillage of our lands in 
Great Britain; and by increaſing the conſumption 
of home-made wines, we ſhall not only encourage 
the tillage and improvement of our lands here at 


home, but we ſhall likewiſe encourage the trade of 


our ſugar iſlands, b:crule in the making of ſuch 
wines there are great quantities of ſugar made uſe 
of; fo that 1! the uſe of ſuch wines ſhould become 
as general as the uſe of punch is at preſent, I believe 
our demand for ſugars would be increaſed, rather 


than diminiſhed. 
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To conclude, Sir, if you exempt punch, or any 
other ſort of ſpirituous liquor from the duties to be 
impoſed by this bill, I am convinced you will ren- 
der this bill altogether ineffectual; for under the 
name of the liquor exempted, every ſort of ſpiri- 


tuous liquor will be retailed ; and as the drinkers 


will always be parties concerned in the evaſion, it 
will be impoſſible to diſcover the frauds that may 
be committed. Our brandy-ſhops and our gin- 
ſhops will then be all turned into punch-ſhops, our 
people will be as much tempted and debauehed, 
and our ſtreets will be as full of objects of pity 
and contempt as ever. For this reaſon Sir, I am 
for making an experiment, at leaſt for one year, 
of the bill as it ſtands at preſent: As it is a new 
bill, and a very extraordinary regulation, we ſhall 
probably, in the next ſeſſion, have occaſion to 
make ſome alterations or amendments: By that 
time we ſhall fee what effect the prohibiting, or 
at leaſt diminiſhing the retail of punch, will have 
upon our people; we ſhall likewiſe ſee what effect 
it may be like to have upon our ſugar colonies, 
and then we may. make what alteration we think 
proper, with reſpect to the retail of punch. In 
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© the mean time, the. prohibition cannot be attended 

« with any extraordinary bad effect; and therefore 

I ſhall be againſt adding the clauſe which the 

< honourable gentleman has been pleaſed to pro- 
£ pole?. 


To this it- was replied in ſubſtance as follows, 
vix. 


« Sir, when the hon. . gentleman was pleaſed to 
find fault with the great number of our punch- 
«< houſes, I wiſh he had added, taverns and ale-hou- 
* ſes; for I am convinced, the great number of the 
+ latter is as ſenſible a orievance as the great num- 
© ber of the former, and the latter have contrived, 
* and daily practiſe many more temptations, for 
people to tipple and loiter away their time, than 
© have ever as yet been contrived by the former: 
But the unbounded liberty that has for ſo many 

years been given to the ſetting up of public hou- 
* ſes of all kinds, does not proceed from hence, that 
© the evil conſequences of ſuch a liberty were not 
© foreſeen or generally felt: On the contrary, the 

* grievance has been molt ſenſibly felt, and loudly 
* complained of; but, by an error in politics, we 
© had made it the intereſt of thoſe, to multiply ſuch 
© houſes, whoſe buſineſs it was, and who only had 
the power to prevent their increaſe. This, Sir, is 
* the true cauſe of that prodigious number of houſes 
of entertainment which are now ſet up in every 
part of this Kingdom, and the power of thoſe to 
© whom we had given an intereſt in ſuch houſes, has 
for many years been ſo conſiderable, that it was in 
vain for any gentleman to propoſe a remedy : 
* Notwithſtanding the terrible outcry that was raiſed 
through the whole kingdom, but eſpecially in 
* this great metropolis, againſt the conſtant and ex- 


+ ceſlive ule of ſpirituous liquors, among people of 


t inferior ranks I doubt much if WC could have ap- 
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* plied any effectual remedy, unleſs ſome people had 
- r it their intereſt to agree to the remedy pro- 
poſed. 
2 ſhall readily agree, Sir, that the preſent num- 
ber of our punch-houſes, or at leaſt of the places 
* where punch is ſold, may be perhaps too great 
but there is a very great difference between too 
great a number, and none at all: By the propoſi- N 
tion now made, the retailing of punch will be con- b 
| * fined to houſes where other ſtrong liquors are by 
| licence to be ſold, which will, of courſe, very 
much diminiſh the number of our punch-houſes 
- and where men are allowed to drink any other ſort 
- of ſtrong liquor, I can ſee no reaſon why they may 
„ not be allowed, at the ſame place, to drink punch 
r if they have a mind; for I am perſuaded, that 
n punch is as wholeſome and as harmleſs, as any other 
: liquor that can be found at ſuch houſes. I wiſh 
'y with all my heart, Sir, that effectual methods had 
u- been taken many years ſince for preventing ſuch 
at numbers of our people turning themſelves to the 
ot method of ſupporting their families by the retail 
he of ſtrong or 8 liquors: I am convinced, 
ily chat many perſons have been thereby drawn intire- 
© ly away from uſeful labour and induſtry, and the 
labour and induftry of all the reſt of our people 
very much diminiſhed; and therefore I wiſh that 
* ſome effectual reſtraints had been laid upon thoſe 
* who have the power of granting licences, as ſoon 
as we made it their intereſt, as well as the intereſt 
© of thoſe who appoint them, to grant as many as 
they could: But ſince ſuch numbers of our people 
have now got into that way of ſupporting their i 
families, I cannot but have a concern and a com- | 
* paition for them; and though the public good cer- i 
* tainly requires an immediate reſtraint upon the | 
* conſtant and exceſſive uſe of ſpirituous liquors, a- 
* mong perſons of inferior rank, yet I cannot think | 
* that the public good requires an abſolute prohibi- 
| tion q 
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tion of ſelling any ſuch liquors by retail, eſpecial- 


ly when they are rectified by a great quantity of | 


* water, or made into that liquor called punch: 
* Nay, if ſuch a prohibition were neceſſary, my con- 


cern for the numbers of poor people who now live 


© by that retail is ſuch, that I ſhould be againſt mak- 
ing the prohibition immediate: Even in ſuch a 
* caſe, I ſhould be for introducing the prohibition 
by degrees; by which method a general diſtreſs 
* would be prevented; becauſe ſome of thoſe who 
© now live by that trade, would die in the mean 
time, and the reft would have time to provide a 
< livelihood in ſome other way, or to accuſtom them- 
© ſelves to labour and induſtry. 
What reception a propoſition for preventing the 
* evils now complained of, might have met with 
twenty years ago, I ſhall not pretend, Sir, to de- 
© termine ; I believe, that, for the reaſon I have al- 
ready aſſigned, it would not have met with a ve- 
ry favourable one, unteſs. ſome proper methods 
© had been taken to recommend it; but I am fully 
convinced, that, if ſuch a general prohibition as is 
intended by this bill, had been propoſed twenty 
years ago, the gentleman who had propoſed it, 
© would really have been looked on as a mad man; 
and even now the propoſition would, I believe, 
© have met with very little ſucceſs, if it had not been 
* ſupported by another propoſition which is now 
made part of this bill. I ſhall admit, Sir, that the 
* moſt general, the moſt grievous nuſance may tend 
to the advantage or convenience of ſome particular 
© perſons ; and I muſt admit, though I am ſorry for 
it, that thoſe who find a private intereſt or conve- 
< nience in any ſuch nuſance, generally endeavour 
to defend it, and to oppoſe its removal, even al- 
© though they be fully ſenſible that their country mult 
be ruined by its continuance : Of ſuch men I ſhall 
only ſay, that it would have been good for their 
country, and certainly better for themſelves, — 
they 
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© they had never been born: Of ſuch men, I am a- 
© fraid, we have too many in this kingdom, but I 
hope not one in this houſe. | 
With reſpect to our ſugar colonies, Sir, I am ſur- 
« prized to hear ſuch reaſoning as I have heard upon 
that ſubject. It is not ſo much as pretended, but 
that they may probably be ruined by prohibiting 
© the retail of their rum in Great-Britain; but gen- 
« tlemen ſay, we may give them a full compenſation 
the next ſeſſion for the damage we are to do them 
© in this: Which to me ſeems to be the ſame, as if I 
* ſhould ſay to a man, I muſt now knock your 
* brains out, but next year I will do ſomething ſhall 
bring you again to life: For God's fake, Sir, let 
© us conſider the unfortunate caſe of many of our 
country men in the ſugar iſlands, whoſe whole ſub- 
© ſiſtence depends upon the ſale of that motery of their 
rum, which we are by this bill to deprive them of: 
. The produce of their whole crop of ſugars, and the 
g other moiety of their rum, may be neceſſary for 
© defraying the charge of their next year's crop; and 
ly © if we * them in the ſale of what they de- 
* ſigned for ſubſiſting themſclves and their families, 


they muſt break in upon that ſtock which is neceſ- 
*. fury for producing another crop; by which means 
n; * every ſugar planter, who is not beforehand with 
wh the world, muſt neceſſarily be undone: This I am 


* perſuaded will be the caſe of moſt of our ſmall plan- 
ters, and in them we know the ſtrength of our ſu- 
gar iſlands conſiſts, The regulations we are next 
year to make may be a compenſation to thoſe who 
can ſtand the ſhock we are now to give them; but 
to thoſe who may be utterly undone by the ſhock, 
ve can give no compenſation, we can communi- 
* cate no relief, There is not the leaſt pretence for 
* ſaying, that the uſe of rum, eſpecially when made 
* into punch, for one year longer, will deſtroy the 
* health or the morals of the people of — 

there- 
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© therefore why ſhould we do an injury to our ſugar 
« planters, till we are ready to grant them at the 
< farne time a proper redreſs? Why ſhould we pre- 
vent the ſale of their rum in Great-Britain, till we 
© have made ſuch regulations, and granted ſuch in- 
< dulgences, as may enable them to ſell it to advan- 
tage at ſome other market? 

We are told, Sir, that our ſugar planters might 
ſell their rum at a much cheaper rate, and yet have 
< a conſiderable yearly profit from the ir ſeveral plan- 
« tations 3 but I wiſh the affirmation had been ſup- 
< ported by ſome ſort of reaſoning, and that reaſon- 
< ing founded upon facts known to the houſe ; for I 
< believe, if we were to examine any one of our ſu- 
gar planters, he would give us ſtrong reaſons, 


founded upon plain and notorious facts, for con- 


< vincing us, that in their preſent circumſtances it is 
< impoſſible for them to ſell either their ſugars or their 
© rum at a cheaper rate. We all know how dear 
living is in our ſugar iſlands, we know what taxes 
© they pay, and we know what monſtrous prices they 
pay for their ſlaves, and for every thing elle that is 
< neceflary for the production of ſugars : We like- 
< wiſe know at what a cheap rate both ſugars and 
rum are fold upon the ſpot where they are produ- 
* ced;. and if we compare the expence and the pro- 
fits together, the impoſſibility of &lling either at a 
© cheaper rate, will, I believe, fully appear. I ſhal! 
very readily grant, that it would be an advantage 
© to the nation to enable our ſugar planters to ſell 
© their rum at foreign markets rather than in Great- 
« Britains but it is not the price the poor planter 
« ſells it for that prevents its being fold in foreign 
< markets; it is the wile regulations we have made 
here at home, for we ſeem to have taken particu- 
* lar care to prevent its being in their power to diſ- 
* poſe of their rum to advantage at any foreign 
market: In the firſt place, their rum * 
* | landed 
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landed in Great-Britain before it can be carried to 
any foreign market in Europe; ſo that at every 
« ſuch foreign market, it muſt be charged with dou- 
ble freight and double commiſſion, befides porte- 
« rage, wharfage, and ſeveral other ſmall items up- 
on the importation and exportation, all which, 
upon ſuch a cheap and ſuch a bulky commodity, 
« muſt amount to more than the value of the prime 
« colt: And in the next place, we know, that in 
« order to make rum palatable to any perſon of nice 
« taſte, it muſt be carefully kept in a good cellar 
« ſor ſeveral years; now there are but few of our 
« planters can ſpare to keep their rum by them for 
« ſeveral years, nor would it be proper to keep it in 
« thoſe hot climates ; and yet by obliging our mer- 
« chants at home to pay the high duties upon it ſoon 
after its landing, we render it impoſſible for moſt 
of them to keep it till it is fit for any market; or 
if ſome of them do, the intereſt of the money 
they have paid for the duties upon it here at home, 
« riſes ſo high, that it becomes impoſſible for them 
to ſell it to advantage at any foreign market. Boch 
* theſe advantages might, in my opinion, be very 
« eaſily removed; and till they are removed, I am 
* ſure it will be impoſſible for our ſugar planters 
* to ſell their rum to advantage at any market in 
Europe: When this is done, and ſome other in- 
* dulgences-granted them, we may, perhaps, make 
free with our home conſumption of that liquor: 
but till then, I am convinced, the putting a ftop 
to our home conſumption, will be running the 
* rilque, at leaſt, of ruining intirely our ſugar co- 

$ lonies. | | | 
It is ſaid, Sir, that upon our prohibiting the 
* retail of punch, our people will fall naturally into 
* the drinking of fine ale, ſtrong beer, and home- 
made wines. I wiſh it may be fo; and Iam con- 
* vinced, the putting a ſtop to the uſe of ſpirituous 
* liquors among che inferior rank of our people, 
2 ill 


430 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1736. 


« will increaſe the conſumption of beer and ale, 
though this had been denied, or at leaſt much 
«* doubted of, by the ſame gentlemen in a former 
debate on this bill; but as for our punch drinkers, 


they are generally the better fort of our people, and 
I am afraid, moſt of them will fall into the drink- 


ing of foreign wines; nor will that conſumption | 


© be confined to the wines of Portugal only; for the 
* Spaniſh and Italian wines will certainly come in for 
a ſhare; and our drinkers of arrack punch will 
* molt of them betake themſelves to the drinking of 
French clarets : But even with reſpect to Portugal 
* wines, though our trade with that kingdom be a 
profitable trade, yet I am ſure we ought not to en- 
courage the conſumption of their wines, rather than 
the conſumption of a liquor wholly produced in 
our own dominions, and by our own ſubjects. As 
for our home-made wines, I can have no notion 
that the uſe of them will ever become. fo general as 
the uſe of punch is at preſent ; and unleſs this hap- 
< pens to be the caſe, our ſugar colonies will ſuiter 
< with reſpect to the conſumption of their ſugars as 
« well as their rum: But ſuppoſing that every punch 


0 


A 


© drinker in the kingdom could be brought to the 


drinking of ſuch wines only, inſtead of the punch 
© he formerly uſed to drink, yet, if our ſugar trade 
© ſhould be thereby quite deſtroyed, the nation 
< would be a great loſer by the change; becauſe, if 
© we had no ſugars of our own, the nation would 
< be put to a great expence by the making of ſuch 
wines. | 
| © I do believe, Sir, that by prohibiting the retail 
of punch, ſome little addition will be made to the 
< conſumption of our home-made wines, and alſo to 
the conſumption of fine ale and ſtrong beer; but 
I am convinced, that the chief addition will be 
made to the conſumption of foreign wines, which 
< muſt neceſſarily be a great diſadvantage to the na- 
< tion, but will be, I muſt confeſs, a double advan- 
N tage 
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tage to the civil liſt revenue; for that uſeful reve- 
„ nue will be conſiderably increaſed by the great 
n number of pew wine licences that will of courſe 
er be taken out, every ſhilling of the duties upon 
„ [which, we know belongs to the civil liſt; and it 
will beſides, get a great deal more by the con- 
* ſumption of wine, than it could have ever got by 
the conſumption of rum made into punch; for as 
gone bottle of good rum or brandy inade into punch, 
* will go as far as four bottles of wine, and as the 
i civil liſt gets at leaſt 16 4. by the conſumption of 
of four bottles of wine, and but 94. or 10 d. at moſt 


g « by the conſumption of one bottle of rum or bran- 

a © dy made into punch, we mult therefore grant, 

ci!” JI © that the civil liſt will be a double gainer by this 

5 change of liquors. It is true, a conſiderable addi- 
in 


tion has always been, and always will be made to 
A5 « foreign wines after they are imported, ſo that we 
* cannot ſuppoſe that the civil lift will get 4 d. by 
© every bottle of wine hereafter to be conſumed, un- 
da, © leſs we ſhould be fo happy as to get wines ſubject- 
ter ed to an exciſe, which we may remember was not 
very long ſince attempted ; but if the drinking of 
punch ſhould be continued, we cannot ſuppoſe that 
the civil lift could get 94. or 109. by every bottle 
* of brandy and rum made uſe of in that way, be- 
* cauſe great quantities of punch have always been, 
* and always will be made of Engliſh ſpirits, or of 
* brandy or rum run in without paying any duty; 
* and the quantity of punch, made from ſuch liquors, 
will always be at leaſt equal to the quantity added 


1 þ by our wine-coopers to foreign wines after they 
* * are imported. 
10 a * The clauſe now offered is, in my opinion, Sir, 


* drawn up ſo cautiouſly, that it is impoſſible to 
3 but take any handle of it tor evading the law. The 
ill * * punch to be retailed by this clauſe, muft be mixed 
Which N with two third parts water at leaſt, in the preſence 
_ * of the buyer; and muſt not be retailed in a leſs 


wat quantity 
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6 quantity than one pint, or at a leſs price than after 


© the rate of 55. per 8 It will therefore be im- 


< poſſible to ſell any ſpirituous liquor under the name 
of punch, unleſs it be mixed with two third parts 
© water ; and the not allowing it to be ſold at a leſs 
price than 55s. per gallon, or in a leſs quantity 
© than! one pint, will prevent tippling as much as 
<. poſſible. To pretend that the frauds cannot be diſ- 
£ covered, becauſe the drinkers will always be parties 
© to the evaſion, is an objection that will hold equal- 
< ly ſtrong againſt every clauſe in the bill; for the 
© drinkers muſt be parties to every fraud that can be 
committed, and yet it is to be preſumed, that they 
© will generally be the informers: Nay, even with 
© reſpect to the retailing of gin, it may ſafely be ſold 
and drank in a private corner without any danger 
of a diſcovery, unleſs the drinkers themſelves be- 
come informers. | 

The bill now before us may indeed, Sir, very 
properly be called an experiment: It is, I believe, 
© one of the boldeſt experiments in politics that was 


ever made in a free country; and ſeems as if in- 


© tended to try the ſubmiſſion and obedience of our 
people: Even though the clauſe now propoſed be 
added, like Saul, it will ruin its thouſands, but if 
this clauſe be not added, like David, it will ruin its 
ten thouſands; and if by this bill our ſugar trade 
& ſhould be deſtroyed, it will ruin the whole nation 
at laſt. I truly, Sir, make no queſtion, but that 
© the bill will be found to ſtand in need of ſome al 
< terations'and amendments in the very next ſeſſion; 
I do nor know, but a great part of it may then be 
© repealed; but as for that part of it which relates to 
© the civil liſt, I doubt much if it will ever be in 
our power to get it repealed: I am convinced, that, 
before next ſeſſion, it will be found neceſſary to 
© alter the whole ſcheme of this bill, and to contrive 
« ſome new method for preventing the conſtant and 

| « exceſſive 
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xceſſive uſe of ſpirituous liquors among our peo- 

le of inferior rank, but in the mean time thoy- 
ands of our people abroad and at home will be 
utterly undone ; and as ſuch perſons cannot be re- 
covered, nor receive any benefit by thoſe alterations 
we may then think proper to make, I am for pre- 
venting the ſpreading of this deſolation as much as 
poſſible, and therefore I am for adding the clauſe 
now propoſed.” | 
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The queſtion was then put upon the clauſe offered, Diviſion, 


but upon a diviſion it was rejected by 203 to 98, 
and then the bill was ordered to be ingroſſed. 


On Tueſday the 20th of April, the bill was read — 


a third time, and paſſed without a diviſion; and Sir 
Charles Turner was ordered to carry the bill to the 
Lords, to deſire their concurrence. 


In the houſe of Lords the ſame petitions were pre- x pata 
ſented againſt this bill, as had been preſented againſt > eLord. 


it in the houſe of Commons, but they met with the 
ſame fate; for as the bill was a money bill, their 
Lordſhips knew that the Commons would not agree 
to any alterations or amendments they might think 
proper to make; and tho? ſeveral of their Lordſhips 
expreſſed their diſlike to the bill in general, as well 
3 to ſome of the particular clauſes in ir, yet they ſaid 
they thought the exceſſive drinking of ſpirituous li- 
quors was come to ſuch a height among the lower 
rank of our people, that it required an immediate 
remedy, thereiore they were for agreeing to that bill, 


ſuch as it was, rather than allow that prodigious e- 


normity to continue for another year; becauſe in the 
next ſeſſion of Parliament the bill might be amended 
or altered as ſhould then ſeem proper, and they would 
then be able ro grant ſome relief to our ſugar colonies 
with reſpe& to the hardſhips they might be laid under 
by that bill: For this reaſon the majority of that houſe 


were for paſſing the bill without any amendment or 
Vor. XIII. F F * alte- 
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alteration; ſo that it was paſſed in that houſe with- 
out any conſiderable debate or oppoſition ; tho 
ſome of thoſe who were for the bill, were for hear- 
ing the Weſt India petitioners againſt it by their coun- 
ſel, not with a deſign to amend or alter the bill, but 
with a deſign to learn from them, the principal diffi- 
cultics they then laboured under, in order that their 
circumſtances might be maturely conſidered, and a 
proper redreſs prepared, and made ready lor being 
paſſed into a law, againſt the meeting of next ſeſſion 
of Parliament: This propoſition was however re- 
jected, and the petition ordered to lie upon the table. 


— — H E fame day, the above-mentioned petition 
hl againſt ſpirituous liquors was preſented to the 
poſed, houſe of Commons, viz. on the 20th of February, Sir 


John Ruſbous preſented to that houſe (according to 
order) A vill for the farther regulating elections of 
members to ſerve for the Commons in Parliament, in 
that part of Great Britain called England, contain- 
ing ſome regulations for preventing diſputes about 
elections, eſpecially with reſpect to counties. This 
bill was then received, read a firſt time, and ordered 
to be printed: On the Thurſday following it was 
read a ſecond time, and ordered to be committed: 
On Wedneſday the 24th of March, the houſe reſolv- 
ed itſelf into a Committee on the ſaid bill, and made 
ſome progreſs; but as it is very difficult to frame 
a bill of that nature, ſo as to prevent any danger of 
grievances ariſing from it, ſome difficulties were 
ſtarted in the Committee, which occaſioned the poſt- 
ponirg of the bill to another ſcſſion. 


1 N Tueſday the 24th of February, the houſe 


e-unt of proceeded (according to order) to the hearing 
feire cle. Of the matter of the ſeveral petitions, complaining ol 
uon. an undue election and return for the county of 7ork; 


and the deputy clerk of the peace for the Eat Ki. 
ding of che ſaid county, having produced aer; 
books 
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books, as the original poll taken at the ſaid election; 


and being examined as to the time, place, and man- 
ner of the delivery thereof to him, by the high ſhe- 
riff of the ſaid county; the counſel for the ſitting 
member, Sir Miles Stapleton, Bart. againſt whom only 
the petitions were aimed, objected that the ſaid books 
ought not to be admitted as evidence, the ſame not 
having been delivered over upon oath, nor within 
the time limited by law, nor any proof given, that 
no alterations had been made therein after the ſaid 
election, and before the ſaid delivery. Upon this 
objection, the counſel of both ſides being heard, and 
the preamble and the “ fifth ſection of an act made 
in the 10th year of the reign of Queen Anne, inti- 
tled, An adt for the more eſfectual preventing fraudu- 
tent conveyances, in order to multiply votes for electing 
knights of ſhires to ſerve in Parliament, being read; 
as alſo the journal of the houſe of the 12th day of 
March, 1727, in relation to the report from the 
committee of privileges and elections, touching the 
election for the county of Bucks ; the ſaid clerk; was 
again called in and examined, as to the keeping of 
the ſaid books, ſince the time of the ſaid delivery 
thereof, and as to the taking copies of and collating 
the ſaid books, and as to the declarations of the ſaid 
high ſheriff, and other circumſtances before and at 
the time of ſuch delivery: After which the following 
queſtion was propoſed, v7z. 

That books, called the original poll books of 
© the laſt election of members, to ſerve in Parliament 
for the county of Yrꝭ, produced by Robert Ap- 


© # Encfed, That in taking the poll, the ſheriff, &c. ſhall enter ths 
* place of the elector's freehold, and of his abode, and ſnall mark Furar. 
* againſt his name, and the returning officer ſhall, within twenty days after 
© the election, deliver over to the clerk of the peace all the poll books, on 
* oath made before the two next juſtices of the peace, quorum unus, &c. 
* without imbezzlement or alteration ; and in ſuch counties, where there are 
more than one clerk of the peace, then he ſhall deliver the original poll 
* books to one, ad the atteſted copies to the reſt, te be preſerved among 
* the records of the ſelſiong,of the peace,” 
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« pleton, deputy clerk of the peace for the Eaſt Ri- 


ding of the ſaid county, and which were delivered 
over to him by the high ſheriff of the ſaid county 
in open court, at the quarter ſeſſions of the peace 
for the. ſaid riding, about two months after the ſaid 
election, as the original poll taken at the ſaid election, 
and which have been kept by him the ſaid deputy 
clerk of the peace, ever ſince, among the records of 
the ſeſſions of the peace for the ſaid riding, the ſaid 
books not being delivered over by the ſaid ſheriff 
within the time, nor upon oath, as required by the 
act of the tenth year of the reign of the late Queen 
(for the more effeftual preventing fraudulent convey- 
ances, in order to multiply votes for electing knights 
of ſhires to ſerve in Parliament) be admitted as evi- 
* dence.” 


„ JE ST ws . . FOE To 


This motion occaſioned a long debate, and at laſt 
the previous queſtion was put, which was carried in 
the affirmative; and then the main queſtion being 
put. it was likewiſe carried in the affirmative, upon a 
diviſion 201 to 164: Whereupon the ſaid poll books, 
and copies of them, were delivered in; and then it 
was ordered, that the farther hearing of the matters 
of the ſaid petitions ſhould be adjourned till Thurſo» 
morning then next. 


On which day, the houſe proceeded, accord- 
ing to order, to the farther hearing of the matters 
of the ſaid petitions, and the counſel for the pe- 
titioner, Sir Rowland Mynn, Bart. and the other pe- 
titioners having propoſed, in order to diſqualify 
John Maken, who voted for Sir Miles Stapleton at 
the ſaid election, and then ſwore that he was a free- 

holder, to prove by parol evidence, that he had no 
' freehold at the time of the ſaid election, in the place 
where he then ſwore, that his freehold did lie; the 
admitting of ſuch evidence was objected to, by the 
counſel for the fitting member, who alledged, that 
no 


, CIS 


h 
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no man's parol evidence could be admitted, or re- 
ceived as any proof, againſt the affidavit of another 
man; and the counſel of both ſides being heard upon 
this objection, and ſcveral journals relating to it read, 
the following queſtion was propoſed, viz. 

That the counſel for the petitioners be admitted 
to give parol evidence, as to a perſon being no 
* freeholder at the time of the election, who ſwore 
© himſelf then to be a freeholder.” 


This motion likewiſe occaſioned a long, debate, 
but at laſt the queſtion was, upon a diviſion, carried 
in the affirmative by 206 againſt 152; after which 
the farther hearing of the matters of the ſaid petiti- 
ons was adjourned to the Tueſday following. 

Accordingly, the houſe having then reaſſumed the 
hearing of this affair, the counſel for the petitioners 
proceeded to examine one Jeu, Wilſon, in order to 
diſqualify the above-mentioned John Maker, as hav- 
ing had no freehold at the time of the ſaid election, 
in the place, where he then ſwore, that his freehold 
did lie; and the ſaid Wilſon beginning to give evi- 
dence of that diſqualification, by relating the con- 
feſſion of the ſaid John Maken, he was interrupted 
by the counſel for the ſitting member, who ſaid, that 
as the houſe would not admit of a man's confeſſion, 
even before them, as an evidence againſt what he 
had ſwore at the time of an election, they would not 
ſurely admit of a man's private confeſſion to a neigh- 
bour in the country, as any evidence againſt what 
he had ſwore at the time of an election. Upon this 
the counſel on both ſides were heard, and ſeveral 
journals read, particularly the reſolution of that houſe 
of the 12th day of February then laſt, in the caſe of 
the election of the borough of Southwark, againſt 
admitting the petitioner's counſel to examine Thomas 
Gaman, in contradiction to his oath at that election: 
And then the following queſtion was propoſed, viz, 
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That the council for the petitioners be admitted 
to give evidence, as to what a voter contefied of 
* his having no freehold, who at the time of the 
„ election ſwore he had.” 


Upon this motion, there was alſo a long debate ; 
but upon the queſtions being put, it was carried, 
upon a diviſion, in the affirmative 181 to 132. 

After which, the council for the petitioners pro- 
ceeded to examine the ſaid Milſon, and ſeveral other 
witneſſes, in order to diſqualify ſeveral other per- 
ſons, who voted for the ſaid fitting member at the ſaid 
election, and having begun to examine a witneſs, in 
order to diſqualify one of thoſe perſons, to whom 
the petitioners, in the liſts by them delivered, pur- 
fuant to the order of the houſe of Friday the 16th 
day of January then laſt, had objected, that he was 
not aſſeſſed, nor had a freehold of 405. per annum 
in the place, where, at the time of the ſaid election, 
he ſwore that his freehold did lie ; and 1t appearing 
that the evidence, which that witneſs gave, tended to 
E that ſuch perſon had no freehold at all there, 

e was interrupted in his evidence by the council for 
the ſitting member, who ſaid, that by the ſaid or- 
der, petitioners were obliged to deliver to the ſitting 
members liſts, of the perſons intended by the peti- 
tioners to be objected to, who voted for the ſitting 
members, giving, in the ſaid liſts, the ſeveral heads 
of objection, and diſtinguiſhing the ſame againſt 
the names of the voters excepted to; and as the pe- 
titioners had not objected to this perſon, that he 
had no freehold at all, but only that he had not a 
freehold of 40 5. a year, where, at the time of the 
faid election, he ſwore that his freehold did lie; there- 
fore no evidence was to be admitted for proving 
that he had no freehold at all: The council of both 
fides being heard upon this objection, after ſome 
Mort debate, the queſtion was put and carried, That 
tho council for the petitioners ſhould be admitted 

to 


public taxes, church rates, and pariſh duties: 
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to give evidence, as to a perſon's having no free- 
hold at all, to whom the petitioners had objected, 
in their liſt of objections, that ſuch perſon had not 
2 freehold of 40 5. per annum. After which, the 
farther hearing of this affair was adjourned to the 
Thurſday morning following, 


The houſe proceeding upon the hearing of this 
matter every Tueſday and Thurſday, and the peti- 
tioners went on in examining witneſſes, and produ- 
cing evidence, in order to diſqualiſy a great number of 
perſons, who had voted for the ſaid fitting member, 
without any remarkable conteſt or debate, till Thu. 
day the 22d of April, when they ſummed up their 
evidence; by which they alledged, they had diſqua- 
lified ſeveral perſons, as not being aſfizfſed to the 


Others, as having no freehold in the place where 
they ſwore that their freehold did lie; and of them 
ſeveral as having no eſtate at all, being ſchool-ma- 
ſters, pariſh-clerks, curates, hoſpital-men, leaſe-hold- 
ers, and copy-holders : Others, as not having 
frecholds of the value of 405. per annum: 
Others, as being minors : — Others, as having pur- 
chaſed their freeholds within one year before the 
election: — Others, as having been influenced to 


vote by threats: — Others, as having voted twice: 


One, as being an alien: —- And others, whoſe 
votes appeared upon the poll, though they were no 
ſuch perſons, either in the place where they fwore 
their freeholds did lie, or in the places where the 

ſwore that their abode was, whereupon the farther 


hearing of the affair was adjourned to that day ſeven 


night, when it was adjourned to the Tueſday morn- 
ing thereafter z and then, after the council for the 
litting member were heard, who alledged that the 
would ſoon ſhew, that moſt of the objections _—— 
to their voters were either falſe or frivolous, and that 
they would effectually diſqualify a much greater 
Ff4 number 
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number of the voters for Sir Rowland Wynn, the pe- 
titioner, than he, or the other petitioners had pre- 
rended to diſqualify of theirs; the affair was ad- 
journed to that day fevennight, upon which day no 
mention was made of it, 10 that the affair was in- 
tirely dropt for that ſeſſion. 


Sandys, Eſq; moved for leave to bring in a bill 
for the better ſccuring the freedom of Parhaments, 
by limiting the number of officers in the houſe of 
Commons, and leave was accordingly given; and 
the ſaid Mr. Sandys, Mr. Glanville, Mr. Gore, and 
Mr. Howe, were ordered to prepare and bring 1n the 
ſame: On the r2th of March, Mr. Sandys pre- 
ſented the ſaid bill to the houſe; and the ſame was 
received, and read a firſt time, and ordered to be 
read a ſecond time: And on the gift, it was read 
a ſecond time, and a motion made for its being com- 
mitted, which being oppoſed, there enſued a long 
debate; and upon the queſtion's being put, the bill 
met with its uſual fate, the queſtion was upon a di- 
viſion carried in the negative by 224 to 177. This 
bill having been often before debated on both ſides, 
it was impoſſible there could be any thing very new 
ſaid upon the ſubject ; and as we have formerly given 
a full account of thoſe debates, we ſhall now only 
refer to them *. 


N the ſaid 25th of February, the houſe reſolved 
itſelf into a committee, to conſider farther of 


the ſupply granted to his Majeſty ; and came to the 
following reſolutions, ViZ. 


1. That the ſum of 56,2 50/. ſhould be granted to 
his Majeſty, on account of the ſubſidy payable to 


See Vol, X. page 331 and 372, Vol. XI. page 492. Vol XIII. 
page 99. | | 


the 


N IWedieſlay the 25th of February, Samuel 
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the King of Denmark, purſuant to the treaty bearing 
date the 19th day of September, 1734, for the FI 
vice of the year 1736. 


2. That a ſum not exceeding 46,780 J. 185. 
ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, upon account, for 
reduced officers of his Majeſty's land forces and ma- 
rines, for the year 1736. | 


3. That a ſum not exceeding 3,828 J. ſhould be. 

granted to his Majeſty, for paying of penſions to the 

| widows of ſuch reduced officers of his Majeſty's 
land- forces and marines, as died upon the eſtabliſh- 
. ment of half-pay in Great-Britain (and who were 
: married to them before the 25th day of December, 
8 1716) for the year 1736. | 


9 4. That a ſum not exceeding 21,096 J. 95. 84. 
1 ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, to make good the 
g deficiency of the grants for the ſervice of the year 
Il 1735. 

li- 

TO Which reſolutions were next day reported, and 


es, greed to by the houſe. 


HE ſame day it was ordered, that the pro- com ac- 
per officer ſhould lay before the houſe, an 
account of the ſeveral ſorts and quantities of corn, 
which had been exported from Chriſtmas 1734, to 
Chriſtmas 1736; as allo from what places and ports, 

and in what quantities they had been exported, toge- 

ther with an account of the bounty that had been 

paid thereon, 


d to This account was preſented on Monde the 8th of | 
- to | March, and was as follows, viz. 
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N Friday, the 27th of February, the houſe re- Motion for | 
ſolved itſelf into a committee, to conſider far- the abt 

ther of ways and means for railing the fupply grant- fund. | 
ed to his Majeſty, the ſurpluſſes ſtated at Lady-day, 

and Michae/mas having been firſt referred to the ſaid 
committee. As ſoon as Sir Charles Turner had ta- 

ken the chair, a motion was made, * That towards 

« raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, his Ma- 

« jeſty ſhould be enabled to borrow of any perſon or 
* perſons, bodies politic or corporate, any ſum or 
* ſums of money not exceeding 600,000 /. at an 
© intereſt not exceeding three pounds per centum 
, * ann, by loans to be charged upon the ſur- 

luſſes or exceſſes, or overplus monies, common- 
« ſycalled the ſinking fund, redeemable by Parlia- 
ment. 

Upon this motion there was a long debate, in 
which the chief arguments for the motion were as 
uſual, * The neceſſity of raiſing, ſome way or Argumeat 
other, the ſupplies neceſſary for the current ſervice _ 
of the year; the impoſſibility that there was of 
raiſing them any other way, but by throwing the 
burden upon the landed intereſt, which would be 
moſt unreaſonable ; becauſe that intereſt had been 
for many years over-loaded, and obliged to con- 
tribute much more than their proportional ſhare 
towards the annual public expence : The abſolute 
uncontroulable right the Parliament had to diſpoſe 
of the ſinking fund yearly, to ſuch purpoſes as 
they ſhould think moſt for the benefit of the na- 
tion in general: The inconvenience of paying off 
too much of the public debts at once; the un- 
willingneſs of the public creditors to receive their 
money; and the ſmall intereſt the nation would 
be obliged to pay, for what money was neceſſary 
ip be borrowed upon the credit of the ſinking 
fund. 
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To this the uſual anſwers were made, 


That the ſupplies neceſſary for the current ſer- 
vice of the year might have been greatly reduced, 
if ſome gentlemen had thought fit; in which caſe 
they would not have been obliged, either to throw 
an additional burden on the landed intereſt, or to 
5 incroach upon that fund, which had always, till of 
© late years, been deemed ſacred to the payment of 
© our public debts: That if words in an act of Par- 
< liament could appropriate any ſum to a particular 
© uſe, the ſinking tund was originally appropriated, 
in the moſt expreſs terms, to the payment of the 
public debts contracted before the year 1716; and 
the only power that was left to future Parliaments, 
by its original conſtitution, was to diſpoſe of it to 
the payment of ſuch of thoſe debts, as ſhould at 
© the time be thought moſt neceſſary to be paid off: 
© That it would be happy for the nation, if they 
could pay off all their public debts at once: That 
the unwillingneſs of the public creditors to receive 
© their money, was a certain ſign of their having an 
* advantageous bargain, and was therefore a demon- 
< ſtration, that it was the intereſt of the public t 
pay them off as faſt as poſſible ; and that, though 
© they might perhaps be able to borrow the ſum 
© then propoſed at three per cent. yet even at that 
© rate, it was adding the future yearly expence 
© of the nation, a ſum of 18,0007. per annum for 
© ever; which, though perhaps a ſmall ſum in the 
© eyes of gentlemen who dealt in millions, was how- 
© ever a ſum, that might thereafter be greatly want- 
© ed for the current ſervice of ſome ſucceeding 
year.“ 

To this it was added, That conſidering the 
great expence we had been at in the then current 
year, and the great expence we were like to be 


© put to in the next, for the defence of a foreign na- 
tion, 
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tion, they were ſurpriſed to find that no ſubſidy 
had been received, nor any ſums like to be brought, 
at Jeaſt to the public account, for anſwering the 
expence we. had been, or were like to be at on 
that occaſion : That we found by experience, no 
nation would ſo much as promiſe us any aſſiſtance, 
without our granting them a large annual ſubſidy, 
to commence as ſoon as the promiſe was made, 
and to be paid, though no ſuch aſſiſtance ſhould 
ever be wanted ; and even when ſome of our allies 
had, for very valuable conſiderations, engaged to 
aſſiſt us at their own expence, yet when that aſſiſt- 
ance was required, they had always found preten- 
ces for not complying, till we engaged to defray 
any expence they ſhould be put to upon that ac- 
count: That it was certainly our intereſt to protect 
our allies, and to prevent any one of our neigh- 
bours growing too powerful by conquering an- 
other; but if we always ſhewed ourſelves ready 
to protect the weakeſt ſide at our own expence, 
every one would find pretences for throwing all the 
burden upon our ſhoulders, by which management 
we muſt neceſſarily at laſt become the weakeſt of 
all our neighbours; and having thus ſpent our 
whole force, and thrown away all our money in 
the protecting of others, would at laſt have no- 


thing left, where withal to protect or ſupport our- 
ſelves.” 


To the latter part of this it was replied, 
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That we had given no aſſiſtance, nor had lately Reply, 


pur ourſelves to any expence 1n the defence of any 
nation, but what we were obliged to put ourſelves 
to, not only by the moſt ſolemn treaties, but even 
for the ſake of our own preſervation : That with 
regard to the nation ſuppoſed to be meant, it was 
very well known, we were as much intereſted in 


* the defence and preſervation of that nation-as of 


any 


Apreed to. 


Land- tax 
agreed to. 
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c any other; and it was likewiſe known, we were 
far from being at all the expence, for that nation 
< itſelf had been at a very great expence in providing 
for its own defence, and a great part of the money 
© Jaid out in that proviſion had been brought to this 
© kingdom : That as that affair was then upon the 
© anvil, it could not then be fully explained, but a 
© time would come when it might; and when that 


time did come, the houſe might then, if they thought 


fit, inquire into it; upon which occaſion the ne- 
ceſſity, the juſtice and the wiſdom of our preſent 
conduct would, they believed, be caſily explained, 
to the ſatisfact ion of almoſt every gentleman, who 
* might then have the honour of being a member of 


© that houſe, ? 


The queſtion was then put for agreeing with the 
motion, and carried in the affirmative, without a 


diviſion. 
After which the following motion was made, and 


agreed to without any debate, viz. 


© That towards railing the ſupply granted to his 
* Majeſty, the ſum of two ſhillings in the pound, 
© and no more, ſhould be raiſed in the year 1736, 
© upon all lands, tenements, hereditaments, penſions, 
offices, and perſonal eſtates, in that part of Great 
* Britain called England, in Wales, and in the town 
© of Berwick upon Tweed; and that a proportionable 


* ceſs (according to the ninth article of the treaty of | 


* union) ſhould be laid upon that part of Great 
Britain called Scotland. 


And then a bill or bills were ordered to be brought 
in, purſuant to the ſaid reſolutions. 


N Tueſday the 2d of March, a petition of the 
' maſter and wardens of the company of bakers 


in the city of London, on behalf of themſelves, * 
the 
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the reſt of the bakers within the bills of mortality, 
was. preſented to the houſe, and read, ſetting forth, 
* That the meal-weighers, who were officers ap- 
pointed to bring in the prices of wheat to the ma- 
giſtrates, in order to affix the aſſize of bread with- 


in the city of London, made their cockets or returns 


of the prices of three different kinds of wheat, as 
* ſold at the market of Bear-key only; from which 
three prices of wheat the aſſize of the three ſorts of 
* bread, diſtinguiſhed by the names of white, whea- 

ten and houſhold, was always aſcertained : And 
that the beſt kind of wheat at Bear-key, was gene- 
rally ſold in parcels with wheat of inferior quality, 
at one common price ; fo that the meal-weighers 
were not able to diſtinguiſh the true and real price 
of the beſt kind of Wheat: And that the firſt fort 
of bread in the aſſize table, diſtinguiſhed by the 
name of white bread, being that Kind of bread 
commonly called French rolls, was of late years 
greatly improved; and in making ſuch white 
* bread, the petitioners uſed only the fineſt part of 
the flour, produced from the choiceſt kind of 
* wheat, collected not from Bear-key only, but from 
all the adjacent markets; and even ſuch ſelected 
* wheat afforded but a very ſmall quantity of that 
* ſort of flour, which was alſo uſed in making the 
* fineſt Kind of paſte : And that although the fineſt 
* fort of wheat mentioned in the cockets of the meal- 
* weighers, was not of a quality fine enough to make 
* the. firſt ſort of bread, called white bread, yet the 
* afſize of ſuch white bread was fixed from the 
prize of the firſt fort of wheat inſerted in thoſe 
cockets; and that the ſecond ſort of bread in the 
aſſize table, diſtinguiſhed by the name of wheaten 
* bread, which' was the beſt Kind of large bread 
wherewith the families within the city of London, 
and bills of mortality, were dally ſerved, was 
made intirely of the firſt fort of wheat mentioned 
in the cockets of the meal-weighers ; and the ſe- 
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© cond ſort of wheat contained in thoſe cockets, was 
© not of a ſufficient goodneſs to make ſuch wheaten 
< bread ; nevertheleſs the aſſize of that wheaten bread 
* was aſcertained according to the price of that ſe- 
* cond fort of wheat, as returned by the meal-weigh- 
© ers: And that the petitioners apprehended, that 
the aſſie of wheaten bread ought to be ſettled ac- 
* cording to the price of the firſt ſort of wheat, 
mentioned in the cockets of the meal- weighers, 
being the very grain of which the wheaten bread 


« was made; and that the aſſize of the white bread | 


© ought to be advanced in proportion: And that, 
although the expences, attending the trade and bu- 
ſineſs of the petitioners, were very greatly increal- 
ed ſince the making of the table of aflize, yet they 
© had had no allowance in reſpect to ſuch increaſe of 
© expences: And that by theſe means, much the 
greateſt number. of the petitioners were reduced to 
very low circumſtances ; and the moſt conſidera- 
ble among them, notwithſtanding all their pains, 
application, and frugality, found their ſubſtance 
« daily diminiſhing: And therefore praying the 
< houſe to give leave, that a bill might be brought 
in for explaining and amending the laws then in 
being, for regulating the price and aſſize ot 
« bread, or to give ſuch other relief to the petiti- 
* oners in the premiſes, as to the houſe ſhould ſeem 
meet. * 


This petition having been referred to the conſice- 
ration . committee, and that committee having, 
on the 12th, made a favourable report, a bill was 
then ordered to be brought in for giving a prope! 
relief to the petitioners, which was accordingly ſoon 
after brought in, and paſſed both houſes without any 
oppolition. 

It is remarkable, that in this petition the bakers 
took care not to mention the duty on ſalt, though i 
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ing them relief. They might likewiſe have men- 
tioned the high duty upon coals; for tho? they do 
not make uſe of coals in their buſineſs, yet, as the 
price of wood will always in ſome meaſure depend 
on the price of coals, becauſe the higher the price of 
the latter 1s, the more of the former will certainly be 
conſumed, and conſequently, the higher will its price 
be; they might have therefore likewiſe ſaid, that the 
laws which regulate the aſſize of bread, were made 


before the price of wood was inhanced by the high 
duty on coals. 


houſe, and read, ſetting forth, That notwithſtanding 
the ſeveral acts of Parliament made for the more 
© eaſy recovery of tithes, church- rates, oblations, and 
other eccleſiaſtical dues, in a ſuminary way, by 
* warrant from juſtices of the peace; yet as the ſaid 
people conſcientiouſly refuſed the payment thereof, 
© they were not only liable to, but many of them had 
© undergone grievous ſufferings by proſecutions in 
© the exchequer, eccleſiaſtical, and cther courts, to 
the impriſonment of their perſons, and the impove- 
© riſhing and ruin of them and their families, for 
ſuch ſmall ſums as were recoverable by thoſe acts; 
and therefore praying, that the houſe would be 
© pleaſed to take the premiſes into conſideration, and 
© afford them ſuch relief therein, as to the houſe 
t ſhould ſeem meet.” 


Whereupon it was ordered, that leave ſhould be Bill erteret, 


given to bring in a bill to enlarge, amend, and ren- 
der more effectual the laws then in being, for the 
more eaſy recovery of tithes, church- rates, oblations, 
and other eccleſiaſtical dues from the people called 
Quakers, and that Mr. Glanville, Mr. Secretary at 
war, Mr Henry Archer, and Mr. Hampden, ſhould 
Prepare and bring in the ſame. | 


G g 2 The 


HE ſame day, viz. March 2d, a petition of the Quakers $62 
people called Quakers, was preſented to the 
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Preſented The ſaid bill was accordingly preſented to the 


— houſe by Mr. Glanville, on Wedneſday the 19th of 
9. Marcb, and being then read a firſt time, and order- 
ed a ſecond reading, the ſame was ordered to be 


printed. 


Clereyof The ſame day a petition of ſeveral of the parochial 
petition a- Clergy of the county of Middleſex, was preſented tothe 
gant ® houſe, and read on the 26th, which petition alledged, 
bl That the bill then depending in that houſe, to en- 
large, amend, and render more effectual, Ge. 
« would, as the petitioners conceived, if paſſed into a 
law, be extremely prejudicial to themſelves and 
© brethren, excluding them from the benefit of the 


* laws then in being for the recovery of tythes and 


© other dues, and thereby putting the clergy of the | 


* eſtabliſhed church upon a worſe foot than the reſt 
of his Majeſty's ſubjects; and therefore deſired to 
© be heard by their counſel upon the ſubject matter 
< of the ſaid bill, before it paſſed into a law.” 


This petition was ordered to lie upon the table, 
until the ſaid bill ſhould be read a ſecond time; 
and that the petitioners, if they thought fit, ſhould 
be then heard by their counſel againſt the ſaid bill: 
Then it was ordered, that counſel ſhould be admitted 
to. be heard for the bill at the ſame time ; and that 
the bill ſhould be read a ſecond time upon that day 
ſennight, | 

Many other petitions of the clergy from all parts 
of England, againſt the bill, were preſented, and all 
received as the firſt. 


Bim read The ſecond reading of the ſaid bill having 
ſecond time. Heen put off to Monday the 12th of April, 
after reading the order of the day for that pur- 

poſe, the counſel for and againſt the bill were 

called in, and the bill being then read a ſecond 

time, 


A A * A A * -Aa * A * ** * * A mm» 


> = =o kites „ Mc 1 


e. 8 


2 


2 > =. 8 = 


A A * A A om. * A * La 


ing for the recovery of tythes an 


A. 1736. DEBATES, 


time, and the ſeveral petitions above-mentioned be- 
ing alſo read, the counſel for the petitioners of the 
province of Canterbury were heard, in anſwer to 
whom the counſel for the bill were heard; and then 
the counſel for the petitioners of the province of 
York were heard by way of reply : After which 
the counſel being withdrawn, Mr. Speaker opened 
the bill to the houſe ; and then a motion being made, 
that the 14th ſection of an act made in the 22d 
and 23d years of the reign of King Charles II. 
intitled, An att for the better ſettlement of the main- 


tenance of Parſons, Vicars and Curates in the pa- 


riſbes of the city of London, burnt by the dreadful 
fire there, might be read; the ſame was read ac- 
cordingly. | 


The reaſon, as may be ſuppoſed, for reading this 
ſection was, becauſe by a clauſe in the bill, even as 


it then ſtood, it was propoſed. to be enacted thus, 


That if the annual value of ſucli tythes, oblations, 
and other eccleſiaſtical dues, rights, payments, or 
* church rates before-mentioned, doth not, nor ſhall 
not exceed the ſum of in ſuch caſe, no Quaker 
or Quakers ſhall be ſued or proſecuted, for, or on 
account of the ſame, in any other manner, than 
as before directed, or in any other court; neither 
ſhall any ſuch tythes, oblations, or other eccle- 
ſiaſtical dues; rights, payments, or church rates, 
not exceeding the ſaid yearly value of be 
recoverable againſt Quakers in any other court 
whatſoever, nor in any other manner, than as by 
this act is directed, unleſs the title of ſuch tythes be 
in queſtion.* This clauſe, in all the petitions pre- 
ſented by the clergy againſt the bill, was called, An 
excluding them from the benefit 7 the laws then in be- 
| other dues, and there- 

by putting the clergy of the eſtabliſhed church upon a 
worſe foot than the reſt of his Majeſty's ſubjects; there- 
r fore 
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fore the ſaid ſection was read, in order to ſhew that 


the aſſigning of a proper method for the recovery of 


any right, and excluding the perſons intitled, from 
any other remedy, was not a putting of ſuch per- 
ſons upon a worſe foot than the reſt of his Majeſty's 


ſubjects, nor was it without precedent; for by the 


aforeſaid act of King Charles II. all ſuits for the re- 
covering of church rates or aſſeſſments, within the 
city of London, are to be brought before the Lord- 
Me yor, or upon his neglect to execute the powers 
thereby granted, before the Lord Chancellor, or 


Keeper of the Great Seal, or two Barons of the Ex- 


cheguer; and, by the ſaid 14th ſection, it is enacted, 
That no court or judge ſhall hold plea of money due by 
virtue of that af, other than the perſons thereby au- 
thorized; and yet the clergy of London never had 
complained, nor could complain, that they were ex- 
cluded from the benefit of the laws of their country, 


or that they were put upon a worſe foot than the reſt 
of his Majeſty*s ſubjects. 


After reading the aforeſaid ſection, a motion was 
made for committing the bill, upon which there en- 
ſued a long debate, and upon putting the queſtion, 
for committing the bill, it was, upon a diviſion, 
carried in the affirmative by 221 to 84, and order- 
ed accordingly ; after which it was reſolved, that 
the bill ſhould be committed to a committee of the 


On the 21ft of April, the houſe, according to 
order, refolved itſelf into a committee upon the 


ſaid bill, when very great alterations, and amend- 
ments were made to every clauſe ; and it was pro- 
poſed to Jeave to every perſon intitled ro tythes, an 
option to ſue for the recovery of them, either before 
the juſtices of the peace, as directed by that bill, or 
before any of his Majeſty's courts in Weſtminſter- 


ball; but as this ſeemed to be inconſiſtent with the 


preamble 


„ wy A A yy — of Pw?) 3 


. TM ww ee. ans am a= ave 


A.1730. DEBATES. 455 


t preamble of the bill, and with the intention of the 
if whole, it was ſtrenuouſly oppoſed, and upon the 
n queſtion's being put, it was upon a diviſion, car- 
. ried in the negative by 202 to 96 after which they 
5 went through the bill, and directed Colonel Bladen, 
ie (who was in the chair) to report their amend- 
e- ments, when the houſe ſhould pleaſe to receive the 
de ſame. 
d- | | 
rs On the goth, the ſaid amendments were, accord- Reported. 
or ing to order, reported to the houſe, when they were 
x all, with amendments to ſome of them, agreed to; 
d, and a clauſe was added, and an amendment mude 
by by the houſe to the bill, Then a motion was made 
1. for ordering it to be ingroſſed, upon which there 
ad was a new debate; but upon the queſtion's being 
x- put, it was, upon a diviſion, carried in the affir- 
5 mative by 160 to 60, 
eſt | 
On the 3d of May, a petition of ſeveral of the Clergy of 
clergy of the county of Surry, in behalf of them- os 
vas ſelves and brethren, was preſented to the houſe, and it. 
en- read; ſetting forth, that ſince they had been heard 
on, by their counſel, in relation to the bill then de- 
on, pending in the houſe, to enlarge, amend, and ren- 
ler- der more effectual the laws then in being for the more 
hat ealy recovery of tythes, church rates, and oblations, 
the and other eccleſiaſtical dues from the people called 


Quakers, the petitioners had been informed of ſ:ve- 
ral new clauſes and proviſions, that had been inſerted 


; to in the ſaid bill, which the petitioners conceived to 

the be very prejudicial to the rights of themſelves and 
nd- the other parochial clergy ; and therefore praying, 
pro- that they might be admitted to be heard by their 
, an counſel, in relation to the ſaid new clauſes and pro- 


fore viſions, before tliey received the final aſſent of that 
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This petition was ordered to lie upon the table, 
and immediately after, the ſaid bill was read a third 
time; when ſeveral new amendments were made by 
the houſe to the bill; and then a motion was made 
for paſſing the bill, againſt which it was alledged, 
© That beſides the many material arguments which 
had been made nſe of, or might be made uſe of, 
* againft paſſing that bill4nto a law; there was one 
relating to form, which was an unanſwerable ar- 
gument againſt its being paſſed ; for the bill, 
which was firſt brought in, had been ſo thorough- 
ly and fo intirely altered in the committee, that it 
could not now be looked on as the ſame bill; 
even the very title of it had been intirely altered in 
the committee, and that bill which was before cal- 
led, A bill to enlarge, amend, and render more ef- 
feflual the laws then in being, &c. was, upon the 
third reading, to be called, A Bill for the more ea- 
* ſy recovery of tythes, church rates, and other eccle- 
* fiſtaſtical ques from the people called Duakers ; which 
© they could not but take to be a very improper title; 
for in their opinion it ought to be called, A bill. for 
preventing the recovery of tythes, or any eecleſiaſtical 
dues, from the people called Quakers, That it was 
needleſs to examine particularly all the alterations 
that had been made in the committee, in order to 
ſhew that the bill then read to them was not the 
ſame, with that which had been read a firſt and 
« ſecond time in that houſe, it would be ſufficient to 
take notice of one: By the bill as it was at firſt 
brought in, the juriſdiction of the juſtices of the 
peace was to have been confined to tythes of a cer- 
« tain value, which was certainly deſigned to be 
« tythes of a ſmall value; the juſtices were to order 
and direct the payment, ſo as the ſum ordered 
did not exceed ; but the committee, by the 
bill they had drawn up, which was then read to 
4 them, had given the juſtices an unlimited juriſdic- 
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tion, where the title was not in queſtion. This 
they ſaid was a power which they thought no 
committee upon a bill could take; they might, 
perhaps, have filled up the blank with any ſum 
they pleaſed ; they might have filled it up with 
ſuch a large ſum as would have in effect been the 
ſame with granting the juſtices an unlimited juriſ- 
diction; but they could not grant a general and 
unlimited juriſdiction by a bill which, when it came 
before them, was a bill for granting a particular 
and confined juriſdiction; and if the granting of 
ſuch a juriſdiction was then thought neceſſary, the 
only method they could take, according to the 
eſtabiiſhed forms of that houſe, was to order the 
bill then before them to be withdrawn, and a new 
bill to be brought in; in which caſe, thoſe who 
thought they might be aggrieved by any thing in 
the new bill, would have an opportunity of being 
heard againſt it, which no man could ever have, 
if the method obſerved in paſſing the bill then 
before them ſhould become an uſual practice; for 
no man could know, whether he was to be inju- 
red by a bill or notp till after it had paſſed through 
the committee, and then it would be too late tor 
him to apply. 


To this it was anſwered in general, That the Anſver. 


bill then before them was in effect the very ſame 


with the bill as it was firſt brought in; many of 


the clauſes had, indeed, been altered and amend- 
ed, but the general ſcope and intention of the bill 


was the very ſame, and they did not think the 


committee had taken any liberties with the bill 
but what were uſual, and ſuch as they were fully 
intitled to take; for the reaſon of their grantin 
an unlimited power to juſtices of peace, with ref peck 
to the value of the tythe, was becauſe, upon ma- 
ture conſideration, they found, that all actions and 
ſuits for tythes, where the title was not contro- 
4 5 | « verted, 
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« verted, were for ſmall ſums, for ſums much ſmal- 
ler than any ſum that was ever intended to have 
been filled up in that blank; and ſince it was ac- 
Eknowledged that the committee might have filled 
* up the blank with ſuch a large ſum, as would 
have in effect been the ſame with granting the 


Y 
I 


. © juſtices an unlimited juriſdiction, they could ſee 
no reaſon why the committee might not do 
directly and in expreſs terms, that which they 


might certainly have done in a hidden or indirect 


© manner.” 


The queſtion being at laſt put for paſſing the bill, 


by 164 to 48, and Mr. Glanville was ordered to 
carry the bill to the Lords, and defire their con- 


currence. 5 


The following is a copy of it, as it was ſent up to 


the houſe of Lords. 


« An aft for the more eaſy recovery of the tythes, 
church. rates, and other eccleſiaſtical dues, fra 
* the people called Quakers. 


HEREAS by an act made in the 7th 
6 W and 8th year of the reign of his Majeſty 
King William III. of glorious memory, Intitled, 
An aft that the ſolemn affirmation and declaration of 
the people called Quaters, ſhall be accepted inſtead 
of an oath in the uſual form, a remedy is provid- 
ed for recovery of tythes and church rates, not ex- 
ceeding the value of ten pounds, where Quakers 
do refuſe to pay the ſame. 
And whereas by another act made in the firſt 
year of the reign of his late Majeſty King George I. 
the ſaid remedy 1s extended, and may be had and 
uſed againſt any Quaker or Quakers, for reco- 
vering any tythes or rates, or any . 
wa « ether 
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© other rights, dues or payments belonging to any Pr 
church or chapel, which of right, by law and cul- 9 
tom ought to be paid for the ſtipend or mainte- 
< nance of any miniſter or curate officiating in any 
church or chapel. | 
And whereas the proſecuting of any ſuit in the | 
* ſuperior or eccleſiaſtical courts againſt any Quaker 
© or Quakers, for any refuſal ariſing from a ſcruple 
© of conſcience, to ſet out, pay, or compound for 
his or their great or ſmall tythes, may be unneceſ- 
ſarily expenſive and grievous to ſuch Quakers, if 
the ſaid tythes can be recovered in a more caſy and 
| © expeditious manner, | | 
Be it therefore enacted by the King's moſt ex- 
* cellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and con- 
* ſent of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and 
Commons, in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, 
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| 
and by the authority of the ſame, That from and [ 
0 after the 24th day of June, one thouſand ſeven 1 
hundred and thirty fix, where any Quaker ſhall | 
© refuſe or neglect, within ten days after notice gi- 4 
, ven to ſet out, pay, or compound for, his great |) 
in gor ſmall tythes, or to pay any oblation, or other 'P 
* eccleſiaſtical dues (except church rates) or any rights 1 
© or payments whatſoever, belonging to any church $ 
th © or chapel, which of right, by law or cuſtom ought 
ty © to be paid, for the ſtipend or maintenance of any 
7 miniſter or curate officiating in any church or 
7 


« chapel, it ſhall and may be lawful for any two or 
more of his Majeſty's juſtices of the peace within 


the county, riding, town corporate, or diviſion, 1 
* where the ſame ſhall grow due (other than ſuch x 
* juſtice of the peace, as is patron of the church or i 
* chapel where the ſaid tythes or dues do ariſe, or \Þ 
any way intereſted in ſuch tythes or dues) and ſuch 9 
* juſtices are hereby authoriſed and required, upon 8 
complaint of the parſon, vicar, curate, farmer, 1 
* or proprietor of, or perſon intitled to, ſuch tythes, F 
« dues, or payments, as aforeſaid, or any other per- | 
2 
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© ſan who ought to have, receive, or collect the 
'* ſame, by writing under their hands and ſeals, to 
< ſummen, by reaſonable warning, ſuch Quaker or 
« Quakers, againſt whom ſuch complaint ſhall be 
made, to appear before them; and alſo, at the 
« requeſt of any of the parties, by ſummons in writ- 
ing under their hands and ſeals, to convene before 
them all and every ſuch perſons and witneſſes, to 
give evidence touching the matters complained of, 
as any or either of the parties ſhall require; and 
* $ after the appearance of ſuch Quaker or Quakers, 
or in default of his or their appearance (the ſaid 
warning or ſummons being proved before the ſaid 
< juſtices upon oath) they the ſaid juſtices, or any 
two of them, ſhall proceed to hear the matter of 
the ſaid complaint, upon the proofs, evidences and 
« teſtimonies to be produced before them; and for 
that purpoſe to examine as well the ſaid Quaker 
and Quakers, in caſe of his or their appearance, 
upon his or their ſolemn affirmation, as the ſeveral 

_ © perſons or witneſſes ſo to be convened before them, 
or otherwiſe produced at ſuch. hearing, upon his 
bor their corporal oaths, or otherwiſe, as by this 
ada ct is after directed; and thereupon to ſtate, aſcer- 


** + rain, and determine, what is due, payable or forth- 
coming by and from ſuch Quaker or Quakers, to 


© the party or parties ſo complaining, and by writing 
under their hands and ſeals to make a proper ad- 
judication thereupon, and thereby to order and 
award ſuch reaſonable. ſatisfaction, compenſation, 
© and recompenſe in money, to be made and paid 
© to the party or parties ſo complaining as aforeſaid, 
as they ſhall judge to be juſt or reaſonable for 
< ſach tythes, oblations, or other eccleſiaſtical dues 
ſo neglected or refuſed to be ſet out, paid, or 
* compounded for, as aforeſaid, together with ſuch 
« colts for the fame, according to the nature and 
* merits of the caſe, as to them the ſaid juſtices — 
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« ſeem! reaſonable; and by ſuch order to direct and 
« appoint the payment of the ſum to be awarded, as 
« aforeſaid, 

And be it enacted, That if any Quaker or Qua- 
© kers ſhall refuſe or neglect, by the ſpace of ten 
days after notice of ſuch adjudication, to pay or 
« ſatisfy any ſuch ſum of money, as upon ſuch com- 
« plaint and proceeding ſhall, by ſuch juſtices, as 
« aforeſaid, be adjudged in manner as aforeſaid, then 
and in every ſuch caſe, it ſhall and may be lawful 
for any one of the ſaid juſtices, upon oath made of 
the ſervice of a copy of ſuch order of adjudication, 
or of leaving a copy of the ſaid order at the uſual 
place of abode of ſuch Quaker or Quakers, by 
* warrant under his hand and ſeal, directed to ſome - 
« conſtable, or other proper officer, to order the mo- 
© ney ſo awarded to be paid as aforeſaid, to be levi- 
© ed by diſtreſs and ſale of the goods and chattels of 
* ſuch Quaker or Quakers, ſo refuſing or neglecting 
© as aforeſaid, his and their executors and admini- 
« ſtrators, rendering the overplus to the owner 
of ſuch goods and chattels (if any ſhall be) the rea; 
ſonable charge of making the ſaid diſtreſs, and of 
* ſelling the ſaid goods and chattels, being thereout 
* firſt deducted and paid to the party or parties ſo 
* complaining, as aforeſaid : And if it ſhall appear 
to ſuch juſtices upon oath, that no ſufficient diſtreſs 
gor diſtreſſes can be had or made for the purpoſes 
© aforeſaid, then and in that caſe any one of the ſaid 
* juſtices, or any other juſtice of the peace of the 
* ſame county, is hereby impowered and required, 
by warrant under his hand and ſeal, directed to 
© the proper officers, to commit ſuch Quaker or 
© Quakers ſo refuſing or neglecting, as aforeſaid, to 
the common jail of the county, city, liberty, or 
place, where ſuch Quaker or Quakers ſhall reſide, 
there to remain, without bail or mainprize, until 
© full payment be made to the party or parties fo 
* complaining, as aforeſaid, of all ſuch ſums m 
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© coſts as by the ſaid two juſtices ſhall have been 
© awarded by ſuch order as aforeſaid. And to the 
© end the ſaid juſtices may be enabled to make ſuch 
© adjudication as ſhall be juſt, upon the matters fo to 
be complained of, as aforeſaid, the ſaid juſtices are 
© hereby impowered and required to examine all ſuch 
* witneſſes and other perſons, as ſhall be produced 
* or convened before them, upon their corporal 
< oaths (which oath, and all other oaths required to 
be taken by this act, the ſaid juſtices are hereby - 
authorized to adminiſter) but if any ſuch perſons or 
<« witneſſes ſhall be a Quaker, then ſuch Quaker 
© ſhall be examined upon his ſolemn affirmation, 
according to the laws and ſtatutes of this. realm, 
and the ſaid juſtices ſhall cauſe the ſame to be ten- 


© dered to him accordingly; and if any perſon or 


« perſons being ſo ſummoned, as aforeſaid, to give 
« evidence touching the matters complained of, - as 
« aforeſaid, ſhall without juſt cauſe refuſe to appear 
before the faid juſtices, or having appeared before 
them ſhall refuſe to be examined, or to teſtify or 
« depoſe; - in manner as aforeſaid, concerning the 
< matters ſo complained of, as aforeſaid, and ſhall 
« wilfully: perfiſt in ſuch refuſal, then and in every 
«* ſuch caſe, all and every perſon and perſons ſo of- 
«* fending, as aforeſaid, - contrary to the true intent 


© of this act, ſhall for every ſuch offence, and be- 


© ing thereof convicted before the ſaid juſtices, for- 
« feit a ſum not exceeding five pounds to the poor 
«of the pariſh or pariſhes where ſuch tythes or dues 
« do ariſe, to be levied by diſtreſs and ſale of ſuch 
« offender's goods and chattels, by warrant under the 
# hand and ſeal of ſuch juſtices or either of them, or 


any other juſtice of the peace within the county 


© where ſuch offender ſhall reſide, rendering the 
« overplus (if any ſhall be) to ſuch offender, his ex- 
« cutors or adminifrators. ! 

And for the more effectual preventing all unne- 
« ceſſary and expenſive proſecutians againſt . 
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© be it farther enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 
That from and after the ſaid 24th day of June, 
© where any Quaker or Quakers ſhall refuſe or ne- 
« glect to ſet out, pay, or compound for any great 
or {mall tythes, oblations, or other eccleſiaſtical 
« dues, as aforeſaid , (except church rates) no perſona 
© or perſons ſhall proſecute any fait, or commence 
any action, or file any bill in any of his Majeſty's 
« courts of law or equity at Meſtminſter, or in any 
other court whatſoever, for the recovery thereof, 
until after complaint ſhall be made by ſome of the 
© parties intereſted in the ſaid tythes or eccleſiaſtical 
« dues; and ſome adjudication or order thereupon 
© ſhall be made by the juſtices, by this act impower- 
© ed to hear and determine the matter of ſuch com- 
« plaint, as aforeſaid : And in caſe it ſhall appear by 


< ſuch order and. adjudication, and the ſaid juſtices 


« ſhall ſo certify therein (which the faid juſtices are 
© hereby required to certify accordingly, without fee 
or reward) that the Quaker or Quakers ſo com- 
« plained of did not, at the time of examining into, 
©and hearing the matter of the ſaid complaint, 
« either by him or themſelves, or by his or their 
agents, controvert, litigate, or otherwiſe oppoſe 
the payment of ſuch4ythes, oblations, or eccleſia- 
« ſtical dues, but did either confeſs the ſame to be 


due, or not gainſay or obſtruct the 5 or 


recovery, and levying thereof, or ſuffer judgment 
© or ſentence before the ſaid juſtices to go againft 
© him by default, by not appearing to gainſay the 
© recovery and levying thereof; then and in every 
* ſuch caſe, the order, award and adjudication fo to 
© be made by the ſaid juſtices, upon the matters ta 
them complained of, ſhall be abſoltely final and 
* concluſive to all parties, as well to ſuch as ſhall be 
© intereſted in the ſaid tythes, oblations and eccleſiaſ- 
* tical dues, as to the ſlid Quaker and Quakers, to 
© all intents, conſtructions and purpoſes whatſoever ; 
and no Quaker or Quakers ſhall be ſued or proſe- 


© cured, 
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© cuted; for or on account of ſuch tythes, oblations, 
© or other eccleſiaſtical dues, in any eccleſiaſtical or 
other court whatſoever after ſuch adjudication and 
< certificate, by appeal or otherwiſe howſoever. 
And no libel ſhall be exhibited, or any ſuit inſti- 
< tuted or proſecuted in any eccleſiaſtical court, or 
© any action commenced, or bill filed, in any of his 
< Majeſty's courts of law or equity at Weſtminſter, 
gor elſewhere, touching or concerning the ſame ; 
except only in caſes where the title of ſuch 
© tythes ſhall be in queſtion; - as in this act after is 
© mentioned. | | N 

Provided always, and be it alſo enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid, , That where any Quaker or 
* Quakers, by themſelves or their agents, ſhall any 
ways controvert or litigate, or otherwiſe obſtruct 
the recovery of ſuch tythes, oblations, or eccleſiaſ- 
< tical dues before the ſaid juſtices, and the ſaid 
« juſtices ſhall, upon debate of the matter, make ſuch 
order, award and adjudication thereupon as to 
them ſhall ſeem juſt; and ſhall therein certify, 
* whether any ſuch controverſy, litigation or debate 
was then had before them (which they are hereby 
© required to certify accordingly, without fee or re- 
ward) that then and in every ſuch caſe, if either 
the parſon, vicar, curate, or other perſon inte- 
« reſted in, or intitled to the ſaid tythes, oblations, 
and eccleſiaſtical dues, or the Quaker or Quakers 
« ſo complained of, and ſummoned, as atoreſaid, 
« ſhall find him or themſelves aggrieved by the or- 
der, award and adjudication ſo to be made by the 
. * ſaid juſtices, as aforeſaid ; and ſhall thereupon, 
within ten days after the ſervice of a copy of the 
* ſaid order, award or adjuclication, -give notice. in 
writing, under his or their hands, to the faid .qui- 
© tices, that he or they conceive him or themſelves 
* aggrieved, and that he or they refuſe to abide by 
the determination given by the ſaid juſtices, by 
* the ſaid order, award or adjudication; then and 
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from, and immediately after ſuch notice, the ſaid 
Juſtices ſhall ſurceaſe, and forbear to make any 
diſtreſs, or otherwiſe proceed upon ſuch their or- 
der, award, or adjudication, or otherwiſe howſo. 
ever. And then, and in that caſe, it ſhall, and may 
be lawful to, and for all, and every the parties to 
reſort to ſuch remedy by ſuit, action, or bill, in 
any of his Majeſty's courts at Weſtminſter, as he, 
or they ſhall think proper tv reſort unto ; either for 
the better recovery of ſuch tythes, oblations, or 
eccleſiaſtical dues, or for diſcharging himſelf from 
the payment thereof, And all, and every perſon 
and perſons ſhall have, and enjoy all and every the 
like remedies, and ſhall be 1ntitled to the like ac- 
tions, ſuits and advantages, as well for the reco- 
very of ſuch tythes, oblations, and eccleſiaſtical 
dues, and all coſts for ſubſtracting or with-holdi 
the ſame, as for the diſcharging him and themſelves 
from the payment thereof, in any of his Majeſty's 
courts at Weſtminſter, in as full and ample a manner 
as he and they might have had and enjoyed; or 
been intitled to by the laws and ſtatutes of the 
realm, had not this a& been made. And his Ma- 
jeſty's courts of law and equity at Weſtminſter ſhall 
have full power and authority, if they ſhall ſee 
cauſe (but ſubject to the proviſo in this act after 
contained) to award ſuch coſts as ſhall be reaſona- 
ble for the vexation, expence, and delay before the 
faid juſtices, by whoſe adjudication the ſaid parties 
ſhall have conceived themſelves aggrieved, as a- 
foreſaid, any thing in this a& contained to the 
contrary notwithſtanding. 

* And be it farther enacted by the authority afore- 
ſaid, that where any decree or other judgment 
ſhall be obtained in any of his Majeſty's courts at 
Weſtminſter, execution of ſuch decree or judgm 
ſhall be made by proceſs directed to the ſheriff, 
requiring him to levy the money ſo decreed or ad- 
judged upon the goods and chattals of the faid 
Vor. XIII. Hh Quaker 
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Quaker or Quakers, his and their executors and 
adminiſtrators; and if the ſheriff ſhall return that 
he can find no goods ſufficient, whereon to levy 
ſuch money, then by impriſonment of their per- 
ſons. And the ſaid ſeveral courts are hereby au- 
thorized and impowered to award ſuch execution 
in all caſes within the true meaning of this act. 

Provided always, and it is hereby alſo enacted, 
That where any judgment, decree, or order ſhall 
be made, paſſed, or pronounced in any of his 
Majeſty's courts at Weſtminſter, in any cauſe or 
ſuit to be commenced or proſecuted by any per- 
ſons, who ſhall conceive themſelves aggrieved by 
the award, order, and adjudication of the juſtices 


hereby impowered to hear and determine any com- 


plaint relating to any Quaker or Quakers neglect- 
ing or refuſing to ſet out, or pay ſuch tythes and 
dues as aforeſaid; that in every ſuch caſe, if the 
ſum ordered, enjoined, and directed to be paid by 
the ſaid 2 ap or Quakers, in recompence of the 
tythes by him or them with-held, ſhall not exceed 
the ſum before ordered and awarded by the order, 
award, and adjudication of the ſaid juſtices, to be 
paid by the ſaid Quaker or Quakers, - no parſon, 


vicar, curate, or other perſon intitled to ſuch tythes 


or dues as aforeſaid, ſhall have or be intitled either 
to double or treble value, by virtue of the ſtatute 
made in the ſecond year of King Edward VI. or 
to any other coſts or damages whatſoever, or to 
any other ſum in reſpect of his and cheir charges, or 
expences in any or either of the ſaid courts, where 
ſuch judgment or decree ſhall be obtained, given, 
or pronounced, or in any other court or place what- 
ſoever; but that he and they ſhall be, and is, and 
are by this act utterly excluded therefrom, and 


© ſhall pay to ſuch Quaker or Quakers, his coſts to 
* © be aſſeſſed by the courts, wherein ſuch judgment 
© or decree ſhall be obtained; any, law, ſtature, or 


< ulage 
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* uſage to the contrary in any wiſe notwithſtand- 
„„ 

Provided always, and be it enacted by the au- 
© thority aforeſaid, That if any perſon, thinking 
© himſelf aggrieved by any determination of the 
* juſtices, as aforeſaid, ſhall thereupon give ſuch no- 
* tice as aforeſaid to the ſaid juſtices, of his refufal 
to abide by ſuch determination, it ſhall and may 
be lawful for ſuch perſon, who ſhall firſt give no- 
tice as aforeſaid, to appeal from the ſame unto the 
judges of aſſize, who ſhall next hold the aſſizes 
or ſeſſions for the county or place, wherein ſuch 
determination ſhall be made, inſtead of having 
recourſe to his Majeſty's courts at Weſiminſter; and 
in that caſe, ſuch perſon ſhall give notice ip writ- 
ing of ſuch his intent to appeal unto the. juſtiees 
who made ſuch determination, before their judg- 
ment ſhall be executed, and at leaſt eight days 
excluſive before the holding ſuch next aſſizes or 
ſeſſions. And ſuch judges of aſſize, or any or 
either of them, may and ſhall, in a ſummary way, 
examine the parties and witneſſes, in ſuch manner 
as the juſtices are hereby directed to do; and 
may and ſhall hear, and finally adjudge and deter- 
mine ſuch appeal, either by affirming, altering, or 
reverſing the judgment appealed from; and alſo 
give ſuch coſts againſt either party, as to him or 
them ſhall ſeem juſt and reaſonable; and ſhall 
iſſue his or their warrant, directed to the hign con- 
ſtable of the hundred, or the conſtable of the pa- 
riſh or place within any city, or town corporate, 
wherein ſuch Quaker or other perſon ſhall inhabit, 
to levy by diſtreſs, and ſale of the goods of the 
* perſon againſt whom ſuch judgment ſhall be made, 
the ſum and coſts ſo adjudged by him or them, or 
in like manner as the ſaid juſtices, to whom the faid 
complaint was originally made, might have done, 
had there been no ſuch appeal. And in caſe of 
ſuch appeal, cither of the juſtices, before whom 
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« ſuch complaint ſhall have been originally made, 
* ſhall ſummon all ſuch perſons to appear before ſuch 
« judges of aſſize, to give evidence concerning the 
matter of the ſaid appeal, as the parties ſhall re- 
ſpectively require. And all perſons ſo ſummoned, 
are hereby required to attend purſuant thereto, or 
in default thereof (having no juſt cauſe of excuſe 
to be allowed by the ſaid judges of aſſize, or any 
or either of them) ſhall forfeit a ſum, not exceed- 
ing five pounds, to the poor of the pariſh or pa- 
riſhes, where ſuch tythes or dues do ariſe, to be le- 
vied by diſtreſs, and ſale of the offender's goods, 


ſize, returning the overplus, if any. 

And be it farther enacted, That from, and after 
© the ſaid 24th day of June, if any Quaker, after notice 
given him by any perſon intitled to predial tythes, 
ariſing from lands occupied by him, or by one au- 
« thoriſed to receive the ſame, ſhall refuſe or neglect 


| © to ſet out, or cauſe to be ſet ſuch tythes, if payable 
in kind, and not otherwiſe, by cuſtom, compoſi- 


tion, or modus, it ſhall,and may be lawful for ſuch 


* © perſon intitled as aforeſaid, to ſuch predial tythes, 


© to appoint a proper perſon for that purpoſe, who 


is hereby authoriſed to come upon the land of ſuch 
Quaker, from whom ſuch tythe is due, and juſtly 


and truly, and without fraud or partiality, divide, 


' © ſet out, and ſever from the nine parts the ſaid tythe, 
in ſuch manner as all perſons are by law obliged 
- © to ſet out their reſpective predial tythes ; ſuch per- 
- © ſon ſoappointed, having firſt taken an oath before 
© any Juſtice of the peace of the county or place 


'© where ſuch tythes ariſe, juſtly to ſer out the ſaid 
* tythes as this act requires, according to the belt of 


his knowledge, without fraud or partiality : Which 


© faid portion ſo ſer out is hereby declared to be, and 
© ſhall be deemed as tythe to all intents, and ſhall 


i be quietly carried away, as ſoon as reaſonably and 
S © conveniently may be, by the perſon intitled there- 


00 
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to, or any one or more perſons appointed by him 
for that purpoſe, without any interruption by the 
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ſaid Quaker, or on his behalf, in the ſame manner 
as might lawfully have been done, had ſuch tythes 
been {et out by the Quaker himſelf, from whom the 
ſame is due. And no Quaker ſhall after ſuch no- 


tice, and before the ſetting out, or after ſuch tythe 


ſhall be fo ſet out, withdraw or take away, or 
cauſe to be withdrawn or taken away the ſaid 
tythes, if payable in kind, under the pain of for- 
feiture of the double value of what ſhall be ſo with 
drawn or taken away, to be recovered againſt him 
by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, in 


any of his Majeſty's courts at Weſtminſter, in 


which no eſſoign, protection, wager of law, or more 
than one imparlance ſhall be allowed, in caſe the 
perſon intitled to ſuch predial tythes ſo withdrawn 
ſhall chuſe to ſue in any of the ſaid courts for the 
ſame. Nevertheleſs, it ſhall be in the 3 of 


the perſon intitled to ſuch predial tythes fo with- 


drawn, to wave the ſaid forfeiture of the double 
value, and proceed before two jultices, as herein 


before directed, for recovery of the ſingle value 
only of ſuch predial tythes ſo withdrawn, and coſts 


if he ſhall think fit ſo to do. And in caſe the 
perſon intitled to ſuch predial tythes, ſnul proceed 
before the ſaid juſtices in manner aforeſaid, then, 
and in every ſuch caſe, ſuch Quaker, fo withdraw- 
ing or taking away the ſame, ſhall nor be liable 


to be ſued or proſecuted on account of not ſetting 


out ſuch tythe, or carrying away the ſame in any 
other court, or in any other manner whatſoever 
than as by this act is directed. 
Provided always, that if the perſon appointed 
to ſet out the ſaid tythes ſhall, through any wilful 
default of the Quaker, be neceſſarily put to any 
unuſual or extraordinary trouble in harveſting and 
preparing the ſaid predial tythes, in order to the 
etting out the ſame, and over and above the ſet- 
H h 3 ting 
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8 28 out thereof, according to the cuſtom of the 
lace, that then upon complaint thereof to any 
«ice of the peace of the county or place where 
ſuch tythes do ariſe, and ſum mons and examination 
into the matter by the ſaid juſtice, it ſhall and 
may be lawful. for ſuch juſtice finally to order and 
appoint what ſhall be paid by ſuch Quaker, in 
reſpect of ſuch unuſual or extraordinary trouble; 
and on refuſal of payment, to levy the ſame by 
diſtreſs and ſale of the Quaker's goods, rendering 
the overplus after the coſts of the diſtreſs de- 
* ducted; 
And be it farther enacted by the authority afore- 
ſaid, that if any perſon or perſons, againſt whom 
any ſuch judgment or judgments ſhall be had, as 
© aforeſaid, ſhall remove out of the county, riding, 
< city, or corporation, after judgment had as afore- 
« ſaid, and before the levying the ſum or ſums there- 


„ 


- . adjudged to be Jevied ; the juſtices of the peace 


who, made the ſaid judgment, or one of them, 
© ſhall certify the ſame, under his or their hands and 
* ſeals to any juſtice of the peace of ſuch other coun- 
a 65 city or place, to which the ſaid perſon or per- 
ns ſhall go, or be removed unto; which juſtice 
* 15: hereby authoriſed and required, by warrant un- 
der his hand and ſeal, to order ſuch ſum or ſums 
to be levied on the goods and chattels of ſuch per- 
* ſan. or erſons, as, ally, and-in the ſame manner, 
* H the other juſtices might. have done, if ſuch per- 
ar . perſons, had not removed, as aforeſaid ; 
« which all be,levied_ and recovered according to 
the ſaid, judgment, 


« And be it farther enacted by the authority afore- 
* ſaid; that from and, after the 24th day of June, 
© one thouſand. ſeven hundred and thirty fix, if any 
Quaker ſhall refuſe to pay any ſum. or ſums. of 
money, duly and lawfully, aſſeſſed or charged on 
him or "bes, . any church or chapel rates, it pa 
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and may be lawful for any two juſtices of the 
peace, where ſuch Quaker inhabits, and they are 
hereby required, upon complaint to them made 
by the churchwardens impowered to collect ſuch 
rate, to cauſe the ſame to be levied by diſtreſs and 
ſale of the goods of ſuch Quaker, in the ſame 
manner as the rates for the relief of the poor may 
be levied : And no Quaker ſhall be ſued or proſe- 
cuted, for not paying any church or chapel rates, 
in any other manner whatſoever. 

Provided always, That no diſtreſs to be taken 
by virtue of this act, ſhall be exceſſive or unrea- 
ſonable ; but ſhall be proportioned to the value of 
the ſum awarded or forfeited ; and the goods diſ- 
trained ſhall be publicly ſold. 

Provided alſo, and be it enacted, That where 
any Quaker or Quakers complained of for ſub- 
ſtractiug, with-holding, not paying, or compound- 
ing for any ſuch tythes, church rates, oblations, or 
other eccleſiaſtical dues, as aforeſaid, ſhall, before 


the Juſtices of the peace, to whom ſuch complaint 


is made, alledge or inſiſt upon any preſcription, 
compoſition, or modus decimandi, exemption, diſ- 
charge, agreement, or title, whereby he or ſhe is 
or ought to be freed from payment of the ſaid 
tythes or other duces in queſtion z and deliver the 
ſame in writing to the ſaid juſtices of the peace, 
ſubſcribed by him, her, or themſelves; in that 
caſe, the ſaid juſtices of the peace ſhall forbear to 
give any judgment in the matter; and that then 
and in ſuch caſe, the perſon or perſons ſo complain- 
ing ſnall and may be at liberty to proſecute ſuch 
Quaker or Quakers, for the matters aforeſaid, in 


any court or courts whatſoever, where ſuch perſon 


or perſons might have ſued for the ſame before 
the making of this act, any thing in this act con- 
tained to the contrary notwitſtanding. 
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Provided always, and be it farther, enacted by 

+ the authority aforeſaid, That in all cities and towns 
? corporate, where for the time being, one juſtice of 
the peace only ſhall be reſident; in every ſuch 
« caſe it ſhall and may be lawful to and for ſuch one 
s juſtice, together with any one juſtice of the peace 
of the county (not patron, nor intereſted) to exc- 
© cute all the powers, directions, and authorities in 

this act contained and directed to be done by two 

* juſtices of the peace; and in caſe no juſtice of the 


peace ſhall be reſident in ſuch city or town corpo- 


rate, then two juſtices of the county may execute 
all ſuch powers, directions, and authorities. 
And be it farther enacted by the authority 
* aforeſaid, That ſo much of the herein before in 
part recited acts, made in the 7th and 8th years of 
* the reign of his late Majeſty King William III. 
and in the firſt year of his late Majeſty King 
George I. as relates only to the recovery of tythes 
or rates, or any cuſtomary or other rights, dues, 
* or payments belonging to any church or chapel, 
* which of right by law and cuſtom ought to be 
paid for the ſtipend or maintenance of any mini- 
! fer or curate officiating in any church or chapel, 
in the manner thereby provided, ſhall be, and is 
hereby repealed, 8 en 
And be it farther enacted by the authority a- 
* forcfaid, That it ſhall and may be lawful for any 
c perſon ſued or proſecuted for any thing done pur- 
ſuant to the directions of this act, to plead the ge- 
* neral iſſue; and on that or any other iſſue to give 
7 chis act, and the ſpecial matter in evidence: And 
A a verdi&t or judgment ſhall be for the defen- 
© datt, or the plaintiff ſhall be nonſuit, or diſconti- 
nue ſuch action, the defendant ſhall recover treble 
© © colts, in ſuch manner as coſts in other actions gi- 
ven todefendants are recoverable ; And no ſuit ot 
i proſecution ſhall be commenced againſt any per- 
J fon, for any thing dong in purſuance of this 18 
24 . N ; + unlc 
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unleſs the ſame be brought or commenced within 
* fix months after ſuch cauſe of action ariſes. 
And be it farther enacted by the authority afore- 
« ſaid, That this preſent act ſhall be deemed, and 
is hereby declared to be a public act, and ſhall 
be taken notice of as ſuch by all judges, Juſtices, 


and other perſons whatſoever, without ſpecially 
* pleading the fame. 


473 


This bill was read in the houſe of Lords a firſt Counſel! er- 
time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time on the _ 4 
12th of May, and many petitions having been like- 
wiſe preſented againſt it to that houſe, the petitioners 
were ordered to be heard by their counſel upon the 
ſecond reading, and it was ordered that counſel ſhould 


alſo be admitted to be heard in favour of the bill at. 
the ſame time. + 4 


Accordingly, on the 12th, the bill was read a ſe- Queſtion re- 


cond time, and the counſel for and againſt the bill hating to yo- 


were in part heard, on which occaſion, a queſtion 
aroſe about the proofs to be laid before the houſe by 
the counſel for the bill, in relation to the hardſhips 
and perſecutions the Quakers had ſuffered, by tedious 
and expenſive ſuits, for tythes in the eccleſiaſtical and 
other courts; for the counſel for the bill having ac- 
quainted the houſe, that with reſpect to proſecutions 
in the Exchequer, they could bring proper and legal 
proofs, to wit, copies of the records which had been 
duly examined, and would be proved at their Lord- 
ſhips bar to be true copies; but with reſpect to the 
proſecutions in the eccleſiaſtical courts, they had in- 
deed proofs, but they were ſuch, as they could not 
call legal proofs, becauſe it was only the parol evi- 
denee of perſons who had been concerned in the ſuits, 
and therefore they muſt ſubmit it to their Lordſhips, 
whether they would allow any ſuch proofs to be laid 
before them z upon which there was ſome debate 

| in 
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in the houſe, and the queſtion being at laſt Put, it 
was carried i in the negative. 


Motion frr Next day the counſel for and againſt the bill hav- 

— ing finiſned, and being withdrawn, a motion was 
made for committing the bill, whereupon a very 
long debate enſued, in which the arguments for the 
motion, were to the following effect, viz. 


8 My Lords, I believe it will be admitted by 
for the Pu every Lord in this houſe without any exception, 
ef Lords. that perſecution of any kind is inconſiſtent with 
the principles of Chriſtianity, I am ſure it muſt 
© be admitted by all, that it is inconſiſtent with the 
nature of our conſtitution and government; and it 
<-muſt be granted, that every ſort of puniſhment, 
every ſort of oppreſſion, which a man is ſubjected 
© to, for not doing that which in his conſcience he 
© thinks unlawful for him to do, is a fort of perſecu- 
tion. We know, my Lords, it was once efta- 
bliſhed as a fundamental and neceſſary article of 

the Chriſtian faith, that tithes were due of divine 
© right to the church, that it was a moſt damnable 
©*fin to convert er to any other uſe; and that as 
they were inter ſpiritualia, every diſpute in relation 
to them, was to be heard and determined by the 
* ſpiritual courts, and by them only. Theſe doc- 
© trines, it is true, are now pretty much exploded, 
Wat leaſt in this kingdom ; but ridiculous as they 
are, they were for many years ſtrenuouſly inſiſted 
© on, and moſt induſtriouſly ſpread, which gave 
occafion to that ſect of men called Quakers, to 
eftabliſh it as one of the articles of their faith, That 
© 'tythes were aboliſhed by the Chriſtian doctrine, 
< and that ſo far from being of divine right, it 

vs inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity either to exadt 
them, or pay them: From hence it is that every 


man who 1s truly and ſincerely a Quaker, is in his 
con- 
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conſcience convinced, that it is unlawful for him 
to pay tythe. 


thoſe who were the patrons and chief promoters of 
the reformation in theſe kingdoms, though they 
aboliſned the doctrine, that tythes were due of di- 
vine right to the church, yet as the- tythe brought 


* 
c 
- 
had been long accuſtomed to, they thought it very 
proper and mighty convenient for them to con- 
$ tinue the tax; therefore they made them due by 
the laws of the land, though they admitted they 
were not due by the laws of the goſpel. This how- 
ever was no ſalve for the tender conſciences of the 
Quakers; for as thoſe laws made the tax ſtill pay- 
able as tythe, they thought, they could not in con- 
* {cence voluntarily comply with what was enjoin- 
* ed by ſuch laws; and even to this day, though 
they muſt admit that tythes are due by the Jaw of 
© the land, yet they think they cannot in conſcience 
pay them till they are compelled by the law ſo to 
do. I confeſs, my Lords, this appears to me a 
little whimſical z but I am not to meaſure. another 
0 

oppreſs him becauſe he makes a matter of con- 
* ſcience of an opinion which I take to be whim- 
ſical; and if I ought not my ſelf in ſuch a caſe 


to be guilty of oppreſſion, I am ſure I ought to 


prevent another's being guilty of it, as far as lies 
in my power. | 

© Tythe, my Lords, is a tax, which is now due 
© by the law of the land, and muſt, I believe, re- 
main ſo; therefore the Quaker muſt pay it as well 
© as every other man ſubjected to it, by law, nor 


does he deſire to be abſolutely free from it; he 
only deſires, ſince. his conſcience will not allow 


him to pay it voluntarily and freely, that you 
* would take it from him in the eaſieſt and leaſt ex- 
* penſive method you can ; He knows that he muſt 


- pay 


But unluckily, my Lords, for the Quakers, 


in a great revenue, and as it was a tax the people 


man's conſcience by my own, nor ought I to 
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pay the colts of every ſuit commenced againſt him 
* for the payment of tythe which is due by law, 
* and he only defires that the coſts of ſuit may be 
made as eaſy as poſſible. This was thought ſo rea- 
* ſonable a demand, that a law was made in the 
* reign of King William, by which tythes not ex- 
* ceeding 10/7. in value were made recoverable from 
* Quakers before the two next juſtices of the peace 
of the ſame county, not intereſted in the tythe to 
be ſo recovered; and it was at that time expected, 
that every man in the kingdom intitled to tythes, 
* would have taken that eaſy method of recovering 
© his tythes from Quakers; but it has ſince been 
* found by experience, that ſome perſons intitled to 
* tythes, from a ſpirit of perſecution and oppreſſion, 
* for I can call it nothing elſe, have had recourſe to 
* eccleſiaſtical and other expenſive courts for the re- 
covery of thoſe tythes, which they might have re- 
covered by the " kennel of two neighbouring jul- 
tices, by which the poor Quaker has often been 
'compelled to pay, not only what was due for 
tythe, but ten times more by way of coſts of ſuit, 
to the utter ruin of him and his family. 

It is true, my Lords, we are not fur iſhed with 
s all the proofs we might have ha oP ot fach oppreſ- 
ſions having been committed; though I am con- 
vinced, if the Quakers had thought ſuch proofs 
< neceſſary, or if we had allowed them to lay before 
us the proofs they had prepared, we might have 
© been furniſhed with a conſiderable number; but 
< ſuppoſe we had not one proof of any ſuch oppreſ- 


c 
4 
4 
« 
C 
* 


© fions having ever been committed, ſuppoſe there 


had never been a ſurmiſe of any ſuch oppreſſion, it 
is certain, that, as the law ſtands at preſent, ſuch 
© 'opprefſions may be committed; and as it is our 
duty to endeavour to prevent, as well as puniſh, all 


manner of oppreſſion, we ought to make ſome 


© alteration in the preſent laws relating to the reco- 
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very of tythes, eſpecially conſidering how apt 
ſome people are to oppreſs and perſecute thoſe, 
who dare to differ from them in any opinion. 
When we are about to make or repeal any law, in 
order to prevent a grievance, that may be appre- 
hended, it is no way neceſſary for us to have any 
proofs that the grievance has been actually felt. 
When the law de Heretico Comburendo was repealed, 
there were then no proofs before either houſe of 
Parliament, that a bad uſe had been made of that 
law ; it was thought ſufficient that a bad uſe might 
be made of it; and as that was apparent, the law 
was therefore repealed : Even laſt ſeſſion, when 
the law was made for regulating the quartering 
of ſoldiers at the time of elections, there was not 
ſo much as the leaſt ſurmiſe of any grievance hav- 
ing ariſen from thence; and this very ſeſſion, when 
we paſſed the bill for repealing the laws againſt 
witchcraft, there was not the leaſt proof ſo much 
as deſired, that ever any old woman had been burnt 
for a witch. From all which it is plain, that in 
order to prevail with either houſe of Parliament to 
paſs or repeal any law, it is ſufficient to ſhew that 
a grievance may enſue, if the law be not paſſed or 
repealed. ” EP 
Now, my Lords, in the preſent caſe, it is no 
perſecution or oppreſſion to take from the Quaker 
in the eaſieſt and leaſt expenſive manner, thoſe 
tythes which are due by the law; but when they 
can be recovered without ſubjecting him to any 
great expence or inconvenience, it is perſecution as 
well as oppreſſion, to ſue for them in ſuch a way as 
muſt neceffarily load him with a prodigious ex- 
pence ; becauſe, though the plaintiff may perhaps 
call his refuſal obſtinacy, yet in charity we are 
obliged to call ir conſcience; and therefore we 
muſt call that a perſecuting of him for conſcience 
ſake, which the plaintiff may perhaps call a pu- 
niſhing of him for his obſtinacy, By the firſt 7 * 
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for making tythes recoverable from Quakers be- 
© fore two neighbouring juſtices in the country, a 
© cheap and eaſy method is provided for the Par- 
© ſon to recover thoſe wages, or that maintenance 
© which is due to him by law; and this method 
has been found ſo effectual, that every wiſe 
and good-natured Parſon in the kingdom has al- 
ways choſen it, becauſe he found he could thereby 
come ſpeedily at his right, without vexing and 
ruining his neighbour, the Quaker, by a tedious 
and expenſive ſuit, for that which his conſcience 
would not permit him to pay till he was compelled 
by due courſe of law: But the method by that 
act provided appears to be deficient in two reſ- 
pets; Firſt, That it does not allow any tythes 
above the value of 10/7. to be recoverable before 
two juſtices ; and the other, That it leaves to the 
incumbent, or any other er intitled to tythes, 
an option to proſecute for the recovery of his 
tythe, either in this cheap and eaſy method, or in 
the moſt vexatious and expenſive method he can 
think of. As to the firſt of theſe deſects, it has 
been deemed, and I think it is evident, that two 
neighbouring juſtices of the peace are as capable 
to ſettle and aſcertain a claim of 1o0/. as they are 
one of 101. providing there be no matter of law or 
right in diſpute; and ſince in our ſupreme courts 
the value of any ſuch claim is always ſettled and 
aſcertained by juries, I cannot think but that two 
or more neighbouring gentlemen, who have the ho- 
nour to be in the commiſſion of the peace, are as 
capable to ſettle and aſcertain ſuch a claim, as any 

twelve tradeſmen or farmers in the county ; for this 
reaſon, all tythes due from Quakers have ſince 
been made recoverable before the juſtices of peace: 
But as to the other defect, it ſtands as yet unre- 
© medied, and I muſt call it an intolerable one; for 
* to leave to every incumbent, or other perſon inti- 
_ © tled to tythes, an option to proſecute in the molt 
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vexatious and expenſive way, whenever he 
pleaſes, is the ſame with giving him a power 
to oppreſs or proſecute his neighbour when he 
has a mind : When this power is made uſe of a- 


gainſt a neighbour who is not a Quaker, it muſt 


even then be called oppreſſion; when it is made 
uſe of againſt a neghbour who is a conſcientious 
Quaker, it is downright perſecution, . and there- 
fore, my Lords, I mult ſay, that I am ſurpriſed, 
to find, that this laſt detect has not been reme- 
died long before this time: I muſt ſay, we are ex- 
tremely obliged to the people called Quakers, for 
making us obſerve a defect in our laws, which 
perhaps has occaſioned, but certainly may occa- 
ſion, a great deal of oppreſſion and perſecution; and 
now that it has been laid before you, I can- 
not doubt but that your Lordſhips will unanimouſ- 
ly concur in contriving ſome method for remedy- 
ing the ſame. 

The ſcope and deſign of the bill now before us, 
is for remedying both this laſt defect in the moſt 
effectual and ſate method that can be thought of; 
and for obliging all men intitled to tythes tor the 
future, to take that method of recovering them, 
which every wiſe and good-natured man has taken 
ever ſince it was eſtabliſhed. I do not know, my 
Lords, but the bill, as it ſtands at preſent, may have 
occaſion for ſome amendments; whatever amend- 
ments it may ſtand in need of, will beſt appear in 


the committee; and conſidering that we ſhall there 
© have the aſſiſtance of the reverend bench, as well 
as. the two learned Lords whom we have now the 
* happineſs to have among us, I am convinced we 
may be able to make ſuch amendments in the com- 
* mittee, as will render the bill as effectual an . 
fect as the deſign of it is neceſſary and chriſtian. 
For this reaſon 1 ſhall not now trouble your Lord- 
ſhips with any of thoſe amendments I may think 


neceſſary 
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neeceſſary, but ſhall only move for the bill's being | 


© committed” 


To this it was anſwered in ſubſtance as follows, 


© VIZ. 


© Whether the tythes payable to the church be of 


divine right or no, is a queſtion, my Lords, 
© which cannot any way be brought into the diſpute 


nov before us; but as there is at preſent among us 


a a ſet of men who pretend to make it a caſe of con- 


« ſcience, that they ought not to pay tythes, and as 
it has been ſaid that the divine right of tythes, was 
once ſtrongly inſiſted on, and conſequently, that 


they ought not to be ſued for in any court but the 


« ſpiritual court, I may, I think, ſuppoſe a ſet of 
© men who made it a caſe of conſcience not to ſue 


© for their tythes in any courts but the eccleſiaſtical: 


Nov, if there were any ſuch ſet of men among 


us, I ſhould be glad to know how we ſhould ma- 
nage between the tender conſcience of the Quakers 


© of one ſide, and the tender conſcience of theſe di- 
vine- right- men on the other; for I muſt think, 
that it would be as great perſecution to take from 
© a man all means of recovering his property, ex- 
© cept that which he pretended he could not in con- 


© ſcience make uſe of, as it would be, to leave to a 


man a freedom of ſuing in that way which he 
might think moſt effectual for recovering his pro- 
< perty from another, who pretended that he could 
© not in conſcience part with it till compelled by due 
© courſe of law. I do not know, but ſome of thoſe 
© who are now for ſhewing ſo great a regard to the 

© tender conſcience of the Quakers, would be very 
apt to call the pretended conſcience of theſe divine- 
* right-men a moſt ridiculous obſtinacy : They 

would probably ſay, that if theſe men had a mind 
* to remain ſo obſtinate, as not to ſue for their pro- 

$* perty in that method which the law Fen 

9 | | they 
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they deſerved to loſe it; and indeed I ſhould be 


very apt to join in the ſame opinion. 

I am for liberty of conſcience as much as any 
Lord in this houſe ; I ſhall always be againſt per- 
ſecuting or oppreſſing any man, either in his per- 
ſon or property, on account of any diſpute or opi- 
nion in which conſcience can have a concern; but 
conſcience can have no concern in any thing but 
matters of faith, or religious worſhip: It can 
never be brought in juſtification of an immoral 
action, and much leſs can it be pretended in any 
affair that relates only to property. If conſcience 
could have any thing to do in the caſe now be- 
fore us, I am ſure it is ſo far from being with 
the Quakers, that it is directly againſt them. 
No man will now pretend, at leaſt in this king- 
dom, that tythes are due of divine right to the 
church ; but no man can doubt of their- being due 
by law to the perſon who has got a right to them. 
The incumbent has generally, by law, a right to 
the tythes within his pariſh, he has as much a pro- 
perty in them, as any man in the pariſh has to the 
eſtate he enjoys; and if a Quaker be in poſſeſſion 
of that, which is by law the property of the in- 
cumbent, he is certainly, in conſcience, bound to 
deliver it to the right owner ; and if he refuſes, 
the proprietor ought to be left at liberty to ſue for 
his property ſo with-held, not only in that manner 
which may be moſt effectual for recovering it upon 
that occaſion, but in that manner which may be 
moſt effectual for preventing his being put to the 
like trouble on any other; for it muſt always be 
a trouble to a man to be obliged to ſue for his pro- 
perty; and we know that upon ſuch occaſions, be- 
ſides the trouble, a man is generally put to a grea- 
ter expence than he recovers by any coſts of ſuit 
that can be given him. This, my Lords, is ſo 
true, that moſt men chuſe rather to give up a ſmall. 


* demand, than to be at the pains and the expence 
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of ſuing for it; and this is ſo well known to thoſe 
* from whom ſuch demands are due, that nothing 
but the great expence they may be put to prevent 
their ſtanding the ſuit; which terror would be in- 
tirely removed from the 2 if this bill ſnould 


N 


paſs into a law; from whence we may conclude, 

that no one of them would then pay the leaſt tythe 

* without a law- ſuit; and what a terrible thing would 

* jt be, to oblige every incumbent in England to dance 

after the juſtices of the peace, and perhaps to the 

next aſſizes, for every little claim of tythe he 
might have upon the Quakers within his pariſn; 
nay, I do not know but this privilege of vexing 
and perplexing the incumbent with impunity, in 
order to make him give up his juſt demand, would 
make moſt of his pariſh turn Quakers; for though 

a proper indulgence ought to be granted to Diſſen- 
ters of all denominations, yet it is certainly dan- 
gerous, and. inconſiſtent with all the maxims of 
true polity, to grant to any of them a privilege or 
advantage which is not enjoyed by thoſe of the 
eſtabliſhed church. 

As all pretences to a divine right, with reſpect 
to tythes, are now given up, as no man ever pre- 
tends to demand them, or to ſue for them, by vir- 

tue of any divine right, they are to be looked on 

as a tax or a rent, due to thoſe who have got or 


6 


_ © purchaſed the right to them; and for a man to 


pretend, that his conſcience will not allow him to 


pay a tax or a rent which is eſtabliſhed by the laws | 


of his country, is, in my opinion, a moſt ridicu- 
lous pretence; but it is ſtill more ridiculous for a 
© man to pretend, that his conſcience will not allow 
* him to pay ſuch a tax, and yet apply to Parlia- 
ment for a new method, or for any method of 


© compelling him to pay ſuch a tax. It is a ſort of 


juggle, a ſort of playing with conſcience, which 


+ * ought not to be countenanced by the legiſlative 


power of any kingdom, The ſcruples of a 2 
der 
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© be in the commiſſion of peace, may be as capable 


der conſcience will always, I hope, be greatly re- 
garded by this houſe, when they are founded upon 
any thing of a religious nature; but to with-hold 
from a man his property, to refuſe paying a tax 
or a rent eſtabliſhed by the laws of the kingdom, 
and to pretend a ſcruple of conſcience for ſo doing, 
is what can have no foundation in religion, If the 
Nonjurors ſhould pretend, they could not in con- 
ſcience pay taxes to this government, they might 
perhaps be as fincer in that ſcruple of conſciente, 
as the Quakers are in the ſcruple of conſcience they 
pretend, with reſpect to the payment of tythes 
and as goverments have been ſaid to be jure divi- 
no as well as tythes, they might claim the ſame 
pretence for making it a ſcruple of conſcience z 
but ſuch a pretended ſcruple of conſcience would 
be ſo far from deſerving any countenance or indul- 
cence from this houſe, that it ought, and certain- 
ly would be looked on as ſeditious; and therefore 
an application from them, for an eaſy and cheap 
method of compelling them to pay thoſe taxes, 
which they pretended they could not in conſcience 
pay voluntarily and freely, would certainly be 
treated with the utmoſt contempt. Yet, in this 
caſe, the conſcience of the Nonjurers ſeems to have 
a greater concern than the Quakers can pretend to 
with reſpect to tythes; for our taxes are exacted 
from every man, as legally impoſed and juſtly 
due, which no man can admit who does not ac- 
knowledge the government; whereas tythes are 
never pretended to he exacted as due by divine 
right, they are exa@ed as due by the law of the 


land only, which is what no Quaker pretends to 


deny. 

. That two country juſtices are as capable of ſet- 
tling and aſcertaining a claim of 100l. as they are 
one of 101. may perhaps. be granted, and that 
two or more gentlemen, who have the honour to 
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to ſettle and aſcertain ſuch a claim as any twelve 
tradeſmen or farmers in the county, may likewiſe 
be true; but this argument will operate much far- 
ther than is now deſigned; for the ſame argument 
may be made uſe of for taking from the King's 
courts, and transferring to the juſtices of the peace, 
the cognizance of every cauſe, where no matter of 
law or right is concerned ; which none of your 
Lordſhips would, I believe, agree to. It is no 
reflection upon the juſtices of peace in general, or 
upon any juſtice of peace in England in particular, 
to ſay, that there is more reaſon to ſuſpect them of 
partiality, than there is to ſuſpect the judges of 


the ſupreme courts of equity or law. Men arc 


naturally partial in caſes where their friends, their 
relations, or even thoſe of their intimate acquain- 
tance, are concerned : This is a weakneſs incident 
to human nature, a weakneſs ſo well known to the 
legiſlature of. this kingdom, that we have an ex- 
_ act of Parliament for preventing any man's 

ing a juſtice of aſſize in the county where he was 
born, or doth inhabit ; for this reaſon care has al- 


ways been taken by our laws, to give a cognizance 


to juſtices of peace of ſmall caules only; becauſe 


in them it cannot be ſuppoſed that perſons are of- 


ten concerned who may be related to, or acquaint- 
ed with any of thoſe gentlemen, who kave the ho- 
nour to be in the commiſſion of the peace; and 
the ſolicitations, which are of late too much coun- 
tenanced by ſome juſtices, can give no great en- 
couragement to the legiſlature to extend their ju- 
riſdiction. We ought to conſider, that every tythe 
is a rent annually coming due, and as the deter- 
mination with reſpect to the rent of one year, may 
be lcbked on as ſome ſort of precedent or rule for 
determining the value of that rent in every ſucceed- 
ing year, the value of the cauſe or ſuit is to be 
compured from the price that rent might be fold 
for; therefore, as tythes are generally ſold for 

| ; | thirty 
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thirty years purchaſe, the value of a ſuit for a 
tythe, of 101. value, is to be computed at 300 7. 
ſo that if the two juſtices the incumbent applies to 
ſhould deal partially, and give him but 51. in- 
ſtead of 10 J. the damage they do him muſt be 
computed at 150. for though he ſhould, in the 
next ſucceeding year, get a new decree for 101. 
for that ſucceeding year, this new decree may, in 
a great meaſure repair, but does not leſſen the da- 
mage that was done him by the firſt ; and therefore, 
though tythes of any value due by Quakers, may 
now be recovered before the juſtices z yet I muſt 
think it would be very wrong to confine the in- 
cumbent to that method only. 

« *Tis true, my Lords, that in our ſupreme courts, 
when the quantum or value of the tythe demanded 
comes in queſtion, that quantum or value is gene- 
rally ſettled and aſcertained by the verdict of a 
jury; and if the jury-men were under no direction, 
nor could have any aſſiſtance from the court, two 
or more juſtices might perhaps be as capable to 
ſettle and aſcertain that quantum or value as a do- 
zen of jury- men; but as the jury-men always have 
the aſſiſtance of the court in the examination of the 
witneſſes, and generally take the direction of the 
court, with reſpe&t to what may or may not be 


deemed a proper and full proof; and as the jury- 


men are ſeldom known, or can be ſolicited and 
influenced by either party, I ſhall always think 
my property more ſecure, when tried in a proper 
and legal manner by a jury, than when I am ſub- 
jected to the arbitrary deciſion of any number of 
juſtices of the peace; and I believe every man in 
England is of the ſame opinion. It has always 
been reckoned, that our method of trial by jury 
is the great barrier, and the chief ſafe- guard for 
the properties of the people of England; and w.'y 
we ſhould, at once, deprive all the clergy of the 


eſtabliſhed church of that barrier and ſafe- guard, 
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with reſpect to a great part of their properties, I 
can ſee no reaſon: I muſt confeſs, the very at- 
tempt appears to me in a moſt extraordinary light; 
eſpecially when I conſider, that we owe the pre- 
ſervation of our liberties as well as properties, in a 


great meafure to the noble ſtand made by them, 


againſt the incroachments that were made upon 
both immediately before the revolution; from 
whence they have, I think, the ſtrongeſt reaſons 
to expect, that no ſafe guard for their properties, 
will - taken away by that government, which 
chiefly owes its eſtabliſhment to their behaviour, 
at a time when the properties of all but themſelves 
were in danger " wh by a ſlaviſh compliance at 
that time, I believe it will be granted they might 
have increaſed, inſtead of diminiſhing the praper- 
ty of the church in this kingdom. 

* To alter the known laws of the kingdom, or 
the ancient methods of proceeding in our courts of 
judicature, I ſhall always, my Lords, look upon 
as a moſt dangerous experiment; and therefore 1 
ſhall never give my conſent to any ſuch alteration, 
for the ſake only of a poſſibility, that ſome ill uſe 
may be made of the laws as they then ſtand, In 
ſuch caſes, I ſhall always think it neceſſary to ſee 
from the moſt clear and evident proofs, that ſome 
bad uſe of them has been made, that ſome grie- 


vance has been 2 and ſenſibly felt; and as 


the laws now in being, and the methods of pro- 
ceeding for the recovery of tythes, have been for 
a long time eſtabliſhed, I ſhall never give my con- 


ſent to any alteration, and much leſs to ſuch a tho- 


rough alteration, or rather ſubverſion, as is pro- 
poſed by the bill now before us, without a full 
proof that great inconveniencies have ariſen from 
the laws and methods of proceeding as they ſtand 
at preſent. This I think is abſolutely neceſſary 


upon all ſuch occaſions, but more eſpccially in the 


preſent, where the private property of ſo great and 
HS | * conli- 
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; « conſiderable a part of our people is highly concern- 
[ © ed: This the Quakers might eaſily have foreſeen 
8 « would be wanted; and the queſtion that aroſe 
5 about it in the other houſe, ought to have been a 
2 « warning to them to provide for it, in caſe it ſhould 
a come to be wanted in this; for though the que- 
1, « ſtion was carried in the other houſe, againſt the 
a « neceſſity of hiving any ſuch proofs laid before 
mM them, it was not froin thence to be concluded, that 
18 this houſe would be of the ſame opinion: In a cafe_ _- 
Sz of ſuch a high nature, it was ridiculous to imagine 
h that we would admit of any parol evidence; for 
7, © if we had, it is certain we could from ſuch evi- 
es dence have heard only the tattles and obſervations 
at © of attorneys and lawyers clerks, we could not 
ht have made any judgment of the vexatiouſneſs of 
3 © the proceedings, nor could we have judged, he- 
ther the delays and expences had been owing to 
Dr the perſecuting ſpirit, as it is called, of the plain- 
of © tiff, or to the litigiouſneſs of the defendant ; of this 
N * we can form no judgment but from authentic re- 
[ * cords; and therefore thoſe who intended or ex- 
n, pected the bill ſhould paſs, ought to have had 
ſe them prepared and ready to lay before us. 
In © | muſt take notice, my Lords, that the bill for 
ee regulating the quartering of ſoldiers at the time of 
w elections, was not an alteration of any of our 
Co © known laws, nor of any of our ancient forms of 
as « proceeding z on the contrary, it was not ſo much 
0 as a new law: It was only a declaratory act, for 
or « declaring and enforcing that which was before the 
N- law of the land; and therefore there was no neceſ- 
o. « ſity or occaſion for any proof, or indeed for any 
75 « {urmiſe, that a breach had been made of that which 
ul © was before the common law of the kingdom. But 
m vith reſpect to the repeal of the act de beretico com- 
1d * burendo, or of that for the burning of witches, I 
4, * am ſurpriſed to hear the repeal of either mention- 
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ed upon this occaſion; for ſurely it is neither ſo 
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ridiculous nor ſo cruel, for a clergyman to ſue a 
Quaker in the King's courts, or even in the eccle- 
ſiaſtical courts for his tythes, as it would be to burn 
a Quaker for a Heretic, or an old woman for deal- 
ing with the Devil. Theſe were two laws which 
never could be uſed without being abuſed; nor 
could the private property of any man in the king- 
dom be injured by the repeal of either of them : 
Whereas the method of ſuing for the recovery of 
tythes in the. King's courts, or even the eccleſiaſti- 
cal courts, may not only be uſed without being 
abuſed, but often becomes neceſſary, becauſe the 
tyth& ſo ſued for, cannot be recovered in any 
other way; and the repeal of all thoſe laws, by 
which thoſe methods of ſuing are eſtabliſhed, is a 
repeal by which the property of a very great num- 
ber of our moſt uſeful ſubje&s may be injured. 
To imagine, my Lords, that we can contrive 
and preſcribe an effectual method for recovering 
any fort of property, which cannot poſſibly be op- 
preſſively and vexatiouſly uſed, is an imagination 
in which, I am afraid, we ſhall always find our- 
ſelves diſappointed. We may indeed take away 
all effectual methods, and leave it intirely to the 
Juſtice and good will of the debtor, whether he 
will pay what he owes, or of the perſon who has 
got the poſſeſſion of another's property, whether 
he will reſtore or no, which ſeems to be the inten- 
tion of the bill now under our conſideration ; but 
it is impoſſible to preſcribe by law an effectual 
method, which may not ſometimes be vexatiouſly 
or even oppreſſively uſe : It is the buſin :{s of the 
courts of judicature to prevent oppreſſion and vex- 
ation as much as they can, and they do always 
puniſh it hem diſcovered, by loading the oppreſ- 
five or vexatious party with coſts. When the coſts 
of any ſuit run high, we are not always to aſc ibe 
| : o It 
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it to the oppreſſion or vexation of the plaintiff; 
on the contrary, the coſts of ſuit are generally in- 
hanced by the obſtinacy and litigiouſneſs of the de- 
fendant. There is no ſuit can be commenced for 
ſettling the quantum or value only of tythes, where 
the colts can amount to a very great ſum, unleſs 
they are inhanced by the litigioutneſs of the defen- 
dant ; and in ſuits for tythes, as well as in all ſuits 
for other demands, the defendant may prevent his 
being loaded with any future coſts, by conſigning 
what is due; for if the plaintiff can prove no grea 
ter ſum due than what was ſo conſigned, he can 
recover none of thoſe coſts he has put himſelf to b 
his own litigiouſneſs. Ir is generally, therefore, the 
perverſeneſs or the neglect of the defendant, that 
inhances the coſts of ſuit; and notwithſtanding 
all the clamours raiſed about the exceſſive coſts 
Quakers have been loaded with, I believe, if we 
were to examine the records, we ſhould find 
moſt of theſe exceſſive coſts owing to the ſame 
cauſe. 

As the laws ſtand at preſent, the incumbent has 
ſeveral ways for recovering his property. He may 


ſue in the eccleſiaſtical court, or he may recover by 


filing a bill in the Exchequer, or he may bring his 
action upon the ſtatute, or laſtly, he may bring 
his complaint before the juſtices of peace, if his 
claim be under 4os. or for any ſum duz by a Qa- 
ker: Now to take from him all thoſe remedies but 
the laſt, which is the moſt ineffectual, I take to 
be ſuch an incroachment upon his property, that I 
cannot agree to it with ſome other and ſtronger 
reaſon, than the meer poſſibility that he may make 


a bad uſe of the other remedies provided for him 


by law; eſpecially conſidering that it ſeems to me 
evident, that no bad uſe has been hitherto mide of 
thoſe other remedies ; for if we conſider the mul- 
titude of Quakers that are in this n the 
obſtinacy where with they refuſe to make any vo- 
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luntary payment of tythe, and the natural partia- 
lity which every juſtice of the peace muſt have a- 
ow! tythes, 1t 1s ſurpriſing to me that ſo few in- 
ances can be brought in a courſe of forty years, 
of any ſuit in the eccleſiaſtical or ſuperior courts 
for thoſe tythes, which might have been recovered 
before the juſtices of peace; and if we were to ex- 
amine into the reaſons for bringing any ſuch ſuits 
into the eccleſiaſtical court, we ſhould probably 
find they no way proceeded from a ſpirit of perſe- 
cution, but from an impoſſibility of recovering 
before the juſtices, or perhaps from the preceding 
behaviour of the Quaker; for if an incumbent 
ſhould endeavour to recover his tythe from a Qua- 
ker, by a complaint to the juſtices of peace, and 
ſhould there, by the ſolicitation and management 
of the Quaker, meet with injuſtice and partiality, 
he might probably, for that time, acquieſce in the 
partial determination of the juſtices, but it would 
be a good reaſon for him to proſecute the next 
claim he might have upon that Quaker, in the ec- 
cleſiaſtical, or in ſome of his Majeſty's courts in 
Weſt minſter-ha!!l. 
This, my Lords, the Quakers know the in- 
cumbent may do, as th: laws ſtand at preſcnt, and 
this prevents their making uſe of any ſolicitation 
or other unfair means for influencing the determi- 
nation of the juſtices of the peace in the country; 
but if you take away this option from the incum- 
beat, if you leave him no other remedy for reco- 
vering his right but a complaint to the next juſti- 
ces, and never allow him to enter the King's courts, 
till he has paſſed this new turnpike of the law, we 
may then expect that the Quakers will uſe all poſ- 
ſible means, both with the juſtices and the wit- 
neſſes, for defeating, or at leaſt diminiſhing, the 
moſt juſt demand that can be ſet up by the incum- 


© bent; and conſidering that both his judges and his 
* witnefles muſt always be perſons who are them- 
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ſelves liable to tythes, it is J am afraid too much 
to be apprehended, that the judges, the witneſſes, 
and the defendant, will combine together in bring- 
ing the complainant's demand as low as common 
decency will admit of: Nor can this partiality be 
remedied or redreſſed by the judges of affize ; for 
the witneſſes will there ſupport and confirm what 
they have before ſworn to before the juſtices of 
peace; and the judges of aſſize will often find the 
evidence ſo contradictory, that they will be at a 
great loſs how to determine, or which fide to be- 
lieve, being deprived of that method of trying the 
facts in queſtion by the verdict of a jury, which 
is the method our courts of equity always have re- 
courſe to, when they find witneſſes ſwearing in 
flat contradiction to one another, 

© I ſhall always be, my Lords, for leſſening che 
expences of Jaw-ſuits as much as poſſible, and for 
making the recovery of property as eaſy and ex- 
peditious as the nature of ſuch ſuits can admit of : 
For this reaſon, if the bill now before us had an- 
ſwered the title, I ſhould have readily agreed to 
its being committed; but it is ſo far from anſwer- 
ing the title, that it will, in my opinion, render 
precarious the property both of clergymen and 


Quakers; and it is really one of the moſt incorrect 


and confuſed bills that was ever, I believe, ſent up 
to this houſe. The King's courts, and all other 
courts, are to be for ever excluded taking any cog- 
nizance of the value of tythes due by Quakers, and 
a new fort of juriſdiction, with reſpect to them, is 
to be given to juſtices of peace; but the words by 
which this juriſdiction is to be given are very ex- 
traordinary; theſe juſtices are neither to order or 
decree as judges, nor are they to award as arbiters, 
but they are to adjudge, and yet there are no 
proper powers given them for diſcovering what 
they are to adjudge; for if the Quaker ſhould re- 
fuſe or neglect to appear, what are the juſtices — 
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that caſe to adjudge? Are they to adjudge what- 
ever may be ſuggeſted to be due by the complai- 
nant, or are they to adjudge only what he is able to 
prove? If they are to adjudge according to the 
ſuggeſtion of the plaintiff, the Quakers will be in 
a moſt dangerous ſituation; for they may often 
have a diſtreſs brought upon their goods for a great 
deal more than 1s due, without their being appri- 


fed of a complaints having ever been made againſt 


them; and if the juſtices are to-adjudge only ac- 


cording to the proof that may be brought by the 


complainant, it may often be impoſſible for him to 
prove his juſt demand by any witneſs ; nor can he, 
through the defendant's contumacy, prove it by 
the oath or confeſſion of the party; yet in this 
caſe the adjudication made by the juſtices is, by 
this clauſe in the bill, to be abſolutely final and con- 
cluſive to all parties: Indeed by a following clauſe, 
there is an unlimited and full power given to any 
perſon, thinking himſelf aggrieved by any deter- 
mination of the juſtices, to appeal from the ſame 
unto the judges of aſſize; and which of theſe clau- 
ſes is to be of the greateſt authority, I do not 
know, for they are certainly inconſiſtent with one 
another. e 


As the incumbent has but one tenth, and the 


farmer nine tenths of the crop upon the ground, 
the common law, my Lords, and all our ſtatutes 
till this preſent time, have moſt juſtly left the care 
and the management of the whole to the farmer; 
he may remove his crop whenever he pleaſes, pro- 
viding he leaves upon the ground onè tenth for 
the incumbent, and the incumbent is to carry away 
his tenth in a convenient time; but by the bill now 
before us, the whole crop muſt depend very much 
upon the care of the incumbent or his tything- man; 
for the farmer being a Quaker, his conſcience will 


not allow him, as is pretended, to ſet out the tythe, 
and therefore he muſt leave his whole crop upon 


the 
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the ground, till the incumbent or his tything-man 
pleaſes to come and ſet it out for him, otherways 
he muſt forfeit the double value; fo that in this 
unſettled climate he may often loſe his whole crop, 
in waiting for the incumbent's tything-man. But 
if the Quaker's conſcience ſhould prompt him to 
diſobey this new law as well as the former; let us 
conſider what condition the incumbent will then be 
in; he cannot file his bill in the Exchequer for a 
diſcovery, as he might formerly have done, he can 
only bring his action for the double value; and if 
he can bring no proof of the value of the tythe ta- 
ken away, which is often the caſe, how can he re- 
cover the double value? If he chuſes to bring his 
complaint before two juſtices of the peace, his caſe 
will be the ſame, the Quaker will not appear to be 
examined; and as the incumbent can bring no proof 


of the tythe taken away, the juſtices can make no 
adjudication, 


I I muſt likewiſe take notice, my Lords, that” 


this tything- man, this new judge, that is by this 
clauſe to be appointed, ſeems to be inveſted with a 
very arbitrary ſort of power, and may not only 
be a tythe-gatherer but a tax-gatherer, both upon 
the Quaker and incumbent; for he is made liable 
to no controul, nor to any puniſhment, in caſe he 
ſhould deal unjuſtly or unequally in ſetting out the 
Quaker's tythe ; ſo that he may firſt induce the in- 
cumbent to give him a fee, by promiſing to take 
ſpecial care of his intereſt in ſetting out the tythe, 
and then he may compel the Quaker to give him 
another fee, by threatning that if he does not, he 
will take ſuch a method of ſetting out the tythe, 
as ſhall be very much to his diſadvantage : Such a 
threatning muſt certainly be of great weight with 
the Quaker, becauſe if he ſhould remove any part 
of the tythe ſo unequally fer out by the tything- 
man, he is made liable to an action, I believe, for 
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double the value of the whole tythe; and in caſe 
of ſuch injuſtice committed by the tything-man, 
there is no redreſs provided by this or any other 
clauſe in the bill. Let us conſider, my Lords, that 
this tything-man muſt generally be a man of low 
circumſtances, and perhaps of as low a character; 


and let us conſider how apt ſuch men are to make 


uſe of any power they are inveſted with, for rai- 
ſing perquiſites to themſelves, eſpecially where no 
fee or proper reward for their ſervice is appointed 
by law ; which I mult take to be another defect 
in the bill; for the tything-man ought certainly to 
be paid for his trouble; and ſince the employing of 
any ſuch man 1s intirely owing to the Quaker's 
{cruple of conſcience, as it is called, I cannot think 
it reaſonable, that the incumbent ſhould be obliged 
to pay for the Quaker's ſcruples; yet this is the 
caſe as the bill ſtands at preſent; for as the tything- 
man is to be appointed and be employed by the 
incumbent, the incumbent mult certainly pay him 
for his trouble. 
This ſhews, my Lords, how dangerous it is to 
alter the eſtabliſhed laws of a country, how diffi- 
cult it is to form any new law, which may not 
expoſe ſome men to great hardſhips and inconve- 
niences. I could point out many other imperfec- 
tions in the bill now before us: There is not any 
effectual method preſcribed for compelling witneſ- 
ſes to appear either before the juſtices of the peace 
or the judges of the aſſize; for as the witneſſes may 
often be ſuch as have neither goods nor chattels, a 
diſtreſs will ſignify nothing, and there is no provi- 
fion made for the impriſonment of their perſons, 
or for ſubjecting them to any other puniſhment 
in caſe of contempt : But I need not enter farther 
into particulars ; the bill is not only defective in 


every paragraph, but the whole ſcheme of it is 


wrong; which, I beliege, proceeded from the = 
th 
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thod of paſſing it in the other houſe: A bill was 
brought in there for the purpoſe mentiored in the 
title of this bill; that bill which was firſt brought 
in, (I think I may mention it, becauſe it was print- 
ed) was even there acknowledged to be wrong, and 
therefore in the Committee, they amended it in 


ſuch a manner, as to make it, in a great meaſure, 


a new bill; this hurry occaſioned even that new 
bill, which is the bill we now have before us, to be 
extremely defective, and if we proceed in the ſame 
manner, we may probably fall into the ſame 
error; for I think it impoſſible to make a proper 
bill of that we have now before us, without alter- 
ing the whole, which, according to our methods of 
proceeding, canno be done in the Committee; 
for as the bill would then be a new bill, it could 
not be pretended that ſuch a bill had been twice 
read, then committed, and after that read a third 
time, - which is the method of paſling bills conſtant- 
ly obſerved in this houſe, 

But ſuppoſe, my Lords, it were conſiſtent with 
our forms of proceeding, yet conſidering that the 
forms of proceeding in ſo many of our courts of 
judicature, and ſuch a great part of our law muſt 
neceſſarily come under our conſideration, L think 
it impoſſible to alter and amend this bill, or rather 
to draw up a new bill proper for the purpoſe de- 
figned, either in the Committee, or in the ſhort 
time we have now to fit; at leaſt for my own part 
I declare my incapacity ; and therefore, I hope I 
ſhall be excuſed from having any hand in the affair. 
For theſe reaſons I muſt think, that the referring 
of this bill to a Committee, will be taking up the 
time of this houſe to no purpoſe, and therefore I 
muſt be againſt it. 


The reply was to this effect, viz. 


« My 
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© My Lords, as I am to declare myſelf in favour 
of the bill now under our conſid:ration, from what 
has been ſaid of the other fide, I think it is in- 
cumbent upon me firſt to declare, that I have as 
great a regard for the eſtabliſhed church, and for 
the properties of the clergy, as any Lord in this 
houſe, as any man in the kingdom can reaſonably 
havez and if I thought .that any thing in this 
bill would in the leaſt injure the church, or deprive 
the clergy thereof, of the ſmalleſt part of that pro- 
rty which is due to them by law, I ſhould be for 
rejecting the bill with the utmoſt contempt. We 
all know, my Lords, or have heard of the noble 
ſtand made by the clergy of our national church, 
againſt thoſe ſchemes of arpitrary power which 
were ſet up before, and which were the cauſes of 
the late happy revolution; but J cannot think that 
the properties of the clergy of our church, were 
then in any greater ſecurity, than the properties of 
the reſt of their fellow - ſubjects: By a {laviſh com- 
pliance they might, indeed, have greatly increaſed 
the properties of another church; but they could 
not ſo much as have preſerved their own, or even 
their lives, without carrying that ſlaviſn compliance 
ſo far as to betray that church, of which they had 
declared themſelves members, and abjure thoſe 
principles of religion, which they had undertaken, 
which they had ſworn to promote. We likewiſc 
know, how firmly attached moſt of them, I hope 
all of them, are to the preſent happy eſtabliſhment; 
and for ſo being, they have certainly the ſtrongeſt 
reaſons; for they may depend on it, that this go- 
vernment will always ſupport the church in gene- 


ral, and will protect every one of them in parti- 


cular, ſo far as may be reaſonable or conſiſtent 
with the government of a free people. 

At the ſame time, my Lords, that I declare 
my attachment to, and my regard for the church 


of England, I muſt declare my good-Will and my 
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charity towards thoſe people called Quakers. T 
have always looked upon them, as a moſt uſeful 
and moſt innocent part of our ſubjects. Their uni- 
verſa] charity and humanity, their great care of 
all thoſe of their own perſuaſion, their private 
ceconomy, ſelf denial, and induſtry, are virtues 
which deſerve the regard and the imitation of all 
thoſe of the eſtabliſhed church: They contribute 
greatly to the riches of the kingdom, by the trade 
and manufactures they carry on, they aſpire to no 
places of honour or profit, and they have never 
been, by their profeſſion they cannot be, concern- 
ed in any diſturbances raiſed againſt the ſtate: For 
theſe virtues, and for theſe qualities, they muſt al- 
ways deſerve the countenance of the legiſlature ; 
they ſurely deſetve, at leaſt, to be protected 
againſt all manner of oppreſſion or perſecution : 
And with reſpect to their behaviour at the revo- 
lution, or their behaviour ever ſince that time, they 
ſtand upon an equal footing with any ſet of men 
in the Kingdom; but as no virtues, no qualifica- 
tions, no merit, can intitle them to injure any man 
in his — whit property, or to expect any favours 
that may be inconſiſtent with the ſafety of the 
eſtabliſhed church, they do not now, nor ever did, 
pretend to ſue for any ſuch thing: They only de- 
ſire that, That which is declared by the laws to be 
the property of another man, may be taken from 
them, without loading them with heavy and rui- 
nous coſts of ſuit z becauſe their conſcience will 
not allow them to admit, that it does belong to 
another man, or to dcliver it till compelled by 
ſome fort of law ſuit, 

There is nothing, my Lords, in my opinion, of 


© a more tender nature than conſcience ; for if a man 
begins once to take any latitude, or uſe a liber- 
* ty in any one affair, in which he may think his 
* conſcience concerned, we generally find, that he 
* ſoon aſter begins to take the fatne latitude, the 
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« ſame liberty, in other affairs of the fame nature; 
and at laſt he throws up conſcience intirely, in 
every caſe where it ſeems to interfere either with 
© his intereſt or his pleaſure; for this reaſon, I ſhall 
always have a great regard for thoſe men who ſhew 
a great regard to their conſcience, even though it 
be in a caſe, where I may think the ſcruple ri- 


diculous, where I may think that conſcience is 


© not in the leaſt concerned. I ſhall agree with the 
noble Lords of the other ſide of the queſtion, 
© that, in my opinion, conſcience can have nothing 
© to do but in matters of faith or religious worſhip : 
It can never be brought in juſtification of an im- 
moral action, nor can it be pretended in any at- 
fair that relates only to property; but I cannot 
« ſee from whence 1 can pretend to any title to judge 
for another man, what may, or may not be 
© a matter of faith or religious worſhip ; what may, 
© or may not be an immoral action; or what may, 
© or may not relate to property only. In either of 
* which caſes, if another man's opinion differs from 
© mine; if he thinks his conſcience concerned in 
doing or not doing an action, in which I may 
think conſcience has no concern, or that it is con- 
< cerned upon the other fide of the queſtion, I think 
have no title to puniſh or perſecute him for con- 
«© ſcience ſake: Nay, I think, if I ſhould be in dan- 
ger of ſuffering, or ſhould actually ſuffer by his 


ſcruple of conſcience, I might endeavour to prevent 


my ſuffering, or I might inſiſt upon reparation, 
but I could have no title to puniſh him, for what 
his conſcience prompted him to do, or not to do; 
on the contrary, I ſhould think myſelf obliged in 
charity, to endeavour to prevent his ſuffering, or 
© to take my reparation, by thoſe means which 
* would be of the leaſt injury or damage to my con- 
* ſcientious friend. This, I think, is exactly agrec- 
able to the principles of chriſtianity, and. the con- 
*trary doCtrine is that, upon which all manner of 
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« perſecution. may be founded; becauſe, if I take 
* the liberty, or rather the privilege to judge for 
another man with reſpect to his conſcience, and 
to puniſh him as an obllinate man, becauſe he 
thinks himſelf obliged in conſcience, not to do 
that, in which I think conſcience can have no con- 
cern, I may certainly upon the ſame principle, 
take the privilege of puniſhing him for doing or 
not doing that, which I think he is in conſcience 
obliged to do or not to do; for if I can puniſh a 
man for having too much con{cience, I may ſurely 
puniſh him for having too little. | 

Now, my Lords, with reſpect to the caſe, or 
« pretended caſe of conſcience at preſent before us; 
© | ſhould have been glad to have heard it poſitively 
© aſſerted by ſome of the noble Lords who have ſpoke 
upon the other fide of the queſtion, That tythes 
© are not due by any divine right in the church; be- 
© cauſe, I believe ſuch poſitive declaration would 
have given great ſatisfaction to the Quakersz and 
would, I am ſure, have rendered them leſs excuſa- 
ble: For my own part, I am fully convinced, that 
* rythes are not due by any divine right either in 
the church, or in any other perſon political or na- 
«tural ; and ſhould be glad to hear myſelf contra- 
dicted, becauſe I am now ready to argue the point. 
I know that no ſuch thing was pretended during 
the firſt ages of chriſtianity : This divine right 
Vas not ſet up till the 8th century; it was firſt ſet 
* up in France, where the abbots and monks had 
got poſſeſſion of molt of thoſe eſtates that had 
been appropriated for ſupporting the parochial cler- 
* oy; and as thoſe pricſts were not willing to give 
up what they had got once into their clutches, and 
£ 
* 


* 


were too powerful to be compelled, they firſt broach- 
ed that doctrine of tythes being due by a divine right 
in the church, in which the government and other 
prieſts found themſelves obliged to Join, becauſe 
they had no other way of providing for the paro- 
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© chial clergy, who are certainly of all prieſts the 


© moſt uſeful to ſociety. By this means, the doc- 
© trine was ſoon eſtabliſhed, and for a whole century 
after, became the ſubject of almoſt every ſermon, 


not only in France, but in every country of Eu- 


rope; ſo that one could hear nothing from the pul- 
pit but the divine right of tythes, and the damna- 
* ble ſin it was to deprive or defraud the church of 
them. As it was at that time dangerous to con- 
* tradict or oppoſe the maſt ridiculous doctrine that 
could be fet up by the prieſts, this, among many 
others, was generally received, and every landed 
* gentleman or farmer paid tythes out of every ſort 
of produce from his land, every merchant paid 
© tythes out of the profits of his trade, every tradeſ- 


man and mechanic paid tythes out of the profits 
'* of his or his fervants labour, nay, the very ſoldiers 
paid tythes out of their pay. Thank God, my 


Lords, we are not now in this kingdom obliged 
* to render an implicit faith to what any ſet of men 
* may tel] us, and this doctrine, with many others, 
© has met with the fate it deſerves; but do not let. 
us imagine it is as yet without advocates, or even 
* without believers; and as long as there is one ad- 


© vocate for it in the kingdom, the Quakers ought 
at leaft to be excuſed for making the contrary 


« doctrine an article of their faith, and conſequently, 
© 4 matter, in which their conſcience muſt have a 
© concern. | 

Whether there be now in this kingdom any 
perſon intitled to tythes, who thinks that they are 


"© of divine right, I ſhall not pretend to determine; 


© bur I never heard of one, who thought that he 
could not in his conſcience ſue for them in any 


_ © © court but the ſpiritual, when he thought he might 
_ © meet with a more adequate, or a more ſpeedy re- 
* © paration from the temporal. If there were any 
* © ſuch conſcientious divine-right-men among us, I 
muſt ſay, that, notwithſtanding my being convin- 
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< ced that the opinion is ridiculous,; I ſhould have as 
great a regard as poſſible for the r ſcruple of con- 
« ſcience, and would be very far from thinking, that 
they ought to be perſecuted or ruined, ſingly on 
« that account; but the conſcience of ſuch a ſet of 
men, if there were any ſuch could be of no weight 
« againſt this bill, or againſt a general prohibition of 
« bringing any ſuit for tythes inco the ſpiritual court, 
« becauſe they might ſell the eſtates they had in 
tythes; and it would be no great injury either to 
« them or the public, to diſable ſuch perſons from 
holding any eſtate in tythes; whereas, it would be 
an injury to the public, to diſable all Quakers, or 


any other ſet of men, from being farmers ; and it 


would be an injury to every particular man who 
had been bred to that buſineſs. 

© We are not now to diſpute the property of 
© tythes, or in whom it 1s lodged ; though I take 
© it, that till they are ſet out, the perſon intitled to 
© them has only a right to them; he has not till 
then a property in them: However, this can make 
no material difference in the caſe; for whoever 
thinks he owes any thing to another, is as much 
« obliged in conſcience to pay what he owes, as he 
that has got poſſeſſion of another's property, is in 
« conſcience obliged to reſtore that property to the 
right owner; but the Quaker does not think he 
owes tythe to any man, nor does he think that any 
other man can have a property, in any part of the 
« produce of his labour and induſtry; therefore he 
« does not think himſelf obliged in conſcience to pay 
gor reſtore. Nay, ſince tythes were at firſt pre- 
« tended to from a divine right, and as fuch made 
« payable by the laws of this kingdom, the Quaker 
« thinks he cannot in conſcience voluntarily and free- 
« ly comply with ſuch laws, becauſe it would be at 
« leaſt a tacit acknowledgment of that doctrine upon 
which thoſe laws were founded, 
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© T ſhall grant, my Lords, that a perſon who 
from meer obſtinacy or litigiouſneſs, retuſes to pay 
* till compelled by law, deſerves to be proſecuted in 
© the moſt expenſive manner, in order to puniſh him 
* with heavy coſts, and ta territy others from being 
* ouilty of the ſame obſtinacy or litigiouſneſs; but 
© when a perſon is unable to pay what is legally 
due, I fay it is downright oppreſſion, to ſue for it 


in an expenſive way, when the debt might be as 


effectually recovered in a cheap and eaſy method; 
and if a perion refuſes to pay what is legally due, 
© becauſe his conſcience will not allow him to pay 
till compelled by law, it is downright perſecution 
to ſue in an expenſive way, when the debt might 
© be as effectually, and much ſooner recovered by a 


cheap and eaſy method. It is without doubt an 


injury done to a man, to oblige him to go to law 
* for the recovery of what is juſtly due; but with 
* reſpect to the Quaker, this wary proceeds from a 
© ſcruple of conſcience, and therefore, the injured 
« perſon, if he be a ehriſtian, will ſeek tor repara- 
© tion in that method, which may be of leaft da- 
mage to the conſcientious Quaker. In his caſe, I 
* ought neither to puniſh nor terrify. If 1 puniſh, 
for what do I puniſh? I puniſh a man for being 
« conſcientious. Is this juſt ? It I terrify, for what 
end do I terrify? I terrify, in order to compel a 
© man to act contrary to his conſcience, Is this 
© chriſtian ? My Lords, no conſcientious Quaker can 


_ © pay tythes without a Jaw-ſuitz and therefore the 


only effect this bill can have, will be, that fewer 
Quakers will from henceforth be terrified by ex- 
© ceſſive coſt to do that, which they cannot with a 
* ſafe conſcience do. Is this an effect to be dreaded ? 
© Is it not an effect to be deſired by every man who 
« profeſſes himſelf a chriſtian ? 

It ſeems to be laid down as a maxim by ſome 
Lords in this debate, That the Quakers can have 
* no ſcruple of conſcience in paying tythes, and upon 
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this maxim, moſt of their arguments have been 
founded; but, my Lords, I lay it down as a 
maxim, that they have a ſcruple of conſcience, 
and my maxim is certainly the moſt charitable: 1 
ſhall not ſay that their ſcruple is well founded, or 
that it has any tolerable foundation; but we have 
had many people burnt 1n this very kingdom, for 
a ſcruple of conſcience much Uke this of the Qua- 
kers. The Lollarde, many of them, were burnt 
for not paying the tax called Peter-pence ; yet that 
tax was then due by the laws of the land as much 
as the tythes are now : However, thoſe poor peo- 
ple thought they could not in conſcience pay it, 
and ſuftcred being burnt to death, rather than get 
over that ſcruple of conſcience : Surely they were 
in earneſt ; and I cannot think, that a man who 
ſuffers himſelf to be ruined and impriſoned, for 
the fake of any ſcruple of conſcience, can be in 
jeſt. If by ſome odd turn in our religious affairs, 
we ſhould begin again to light up ſacrifices in this 
kingdom, and ſhould make a law for obligin 
every man to give the firſtlings of his flock, or 10 
much money yearly to his pariſh prieſt for that 
purpoſe, I ſhould not think him a very conſcien- 
tious chriſt ian, that would voluntarily and freely 
comply with ſuch a law; ſo that there may be 
caſes ſuppoſed, in which an obedience to the laws 
of the land, in the payment of taxes, would really 
be inconſiſtent with good conſcience ; and there- 
fore, in charity, we ought to believe that the 
Quakers are ſincere, in the ſcruple of conſcience 
they pretend, with reſpect to the payment of tythes; 
for as they think that every man who is capable, 
or who is moved by the ſpirit as they call it, is 
obliged to preach the doctrine of Chriſt, without 
fee or reward, they may, and they probably do 
think it as inconſiſtent with chriſtianity to preach 
for hire, or to give hire for preaching, as we 
would think it to ſacrifice, or to give money for 
k 4 „ ſacrifices, 
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F ſacrifices. For this reaſon, I am againſt perſe- 
< cuting them with heavy coſts; and for the ſame 
reaſon, if there were in the kingdom ſuch Non- 
* jurors as have been mentioned, as long as they did 
not any way diſturb the government, I ſhould be 
for ſhewing all poſſible regard to the tenderneſs of 
their conſcience ; I ſhould be for taking the taxes 
from them in the moſt eaſy and cheap method that 
could be contrived: So far would I be from look- 
ing upon their ſcruple of conſcience as ſeditious, 
or treating their application with contempt, that l 
| ſhould be for taking the taxes from them in any 
manner they could preſcribe, providing it did not 
injure the government. | | 
* Suppoſe then, my Lords, the Quakers are ſin- 
cere in this ſcruple of conſcience they pretend, let 
us conſider the condition they are in at pre- 
ſent, and the condition they defire to be in, in 
order to ſee whether they are now liable to any 
hardſhips, or if what they deſire can injure the 
perſon intitled to their tythes. From what I have 
ſuppoſed it muſt be granted, that no conſcientious 
Quaker can pay tythe till it is taken from him by 
law, that is, by the ſentence or decree of ſome 
court: As the expences in recovering by this ſen- 
tence, and of levying the tythe in purſuance there- 
of, muſt all come upon the Quaker, and as this 
expence muſt recur every year upon him, it is evi- 
dent that, if this expence were large, every con- 
ſcientious Quaker liable to pay tythes would ſoon 
be undone ; For this reaſon a cheap and eaſy me- 
thod for recovering tythes from Quakers has been 
provided : The perſon intitled applies to the two 
next juſtices, the Quaker does not conteſt the de- 
mand, and by the ſentence of theſe two juſtices the 
per ſon intitled takes his tythe without putting him- 
felt or the Quaker to any great trouble or expence; 
and this remedy has ever ſince been always madg 
+ ule of againſt Quakers by every good- natured man 
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in the kingdom: But let the tythe be ever ſo ſmall, 
let it be but a ſhilling, it the perſon intitled be a 
Jawyer, or a cruel, avaritious, or malicious man, 
he may on account of that ſhilling, which the 
Quaker canaot in conſcience pay voluntarily, put 
the ne to 201. perhaps -100/, charge; be- 
cauſe he 1s not obliged to take the eaſy and cheap 
method of recovering his right before the two next 
Juſtices, but may have recourſe to an expenſive ſuit 
in the Exchequer, or a more expenſive one in the 
ſpiritual court; and as theſe demands for tythe re- 
turn every year, it is plain that the Quaker muſt 
in a ſhort time either give up his whole eſtate, or 
his conſcience. If the perſon intitled to tythe be a 
lawyer, he will probably take this laſt method for 
his profit; if he be a cruel or malicious man, he 
will take it for his pleaſure ; and if he be an ava- 
ritious man, he has from hence a moſt excellent 
handle for obliging the Quaker to give him year- 
ly a large contribution, in order to prevail with 
him to take his remedy for tythe before the two 
next juſtices of peace. To this I ſhall add, that if 
the perſon intitled to tythe be a clergyman, and 
one of a perſecuting ſpirit, he will probably, for 
the ſatisfaction of that ſpirit, take this laſt method, 
to the great ſcandal of our eſtabliſhed church. 
Nay, ſuch a man may probably, inſtead of taking 
the Quaker's goods by diſtreſs, take his perſon in 
execution, in order to compel him by impriſon- 
ment to abjure his religion, which would be a me- 
thod of converting, your Lordſhips would not ſure- 
ly approve of. | 

* Your Lordſhips muſt from hence ſee what an 
infinite ſeries of « oppreſſion and perſecution the 
Quakers are ſubjefted to by the laws as they ſtand 
at preſent; and trom this oppreſſion or perſecution 
no Quaker can free himſelf, but by giving up 
his conſcience, or giving up his farm; the firſt, 
Lam fure, no good man will deſire, the laſt E 


506 


am. DD ST aDD oa Dm Na 02 - 


c 


SH DD AO ma nia.909. w-. 4a WW]. m 60 a 23 La 8 6 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1736. 


be a great injury to the public as well as to the 
Quaker himſelf. After the ſuit is once commen- 
ced, let it be in what court it will, the Quaker 
cannot put a ſtop to the expence by conſigning the 
money due, as has been mentioned by a noble 
Lord of the other ſide: That conſignation he muſt 
look on as a voluntary payment of tythe, and 
that his conſcience will not allow him to make. 
But beſides, he may, and probably will be ſued 


in the eccleſtaſtical court, which is a court in which 


his conſcience will not ſo much as permit him to 
appear; it is a court where no man ought to be 
made to appear for the recovery, or for the de- 
fence of any temporal right: The very ſentence 
they pronounce, as it is a damning ſentence, I may 
beg leave to call it a moſt damnable ſentence : 
To pronounce ſuch a ſentence is moſt unchriſtian: 
To excommunicate a man for the value of perhaps 
4d. is terrible, and to imagine it has the effects pre- 
tended, can proceed from nothing but a belief 
in that Arnti-chriſtian power ſet up by the church of 
Rome. 15 

Having thus laid before your Lordſhips the 
hardſhips the Quakers are expoſed to, I ſhall next 
beg leave to explain what I take to be the ii ten- 
tion of this bill, for it ſeems to have been very 
much miſapprehended. By this bill 1t is propo- 
ſed to be enacted, that the perſon intitled to tythes, 


inſtead of ſuing for them in the ſpiritual court, 


ſhall bring his complaint before two juſtices of the 
peace in the ſaid county; and they are impower- 
ed and enabled to examine into the affair by the 
oath of the party, by witneſſes or otherwiſe, to 
determine, award, and adjudge what they think 
to be due, and to levy the ſame by diſtreſs and 


ſale of goods, or by impriſonment of the per- 


ſon, when ſufficient goods are not to be found; but 
if the Quaker appears before the juſtices, and ow 
| 15 | * itt 
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teſts the value of the tythes in diſpute, in caſe the 


+ juſtices ſhould, by miſtake or otherwiſe, do an 


injury to cither party, there are two remedies pro- 
vided, one of which is common to the defendant, 
as well as complainant, which is, that either of 
them may appeal to the judge of aſſize ; but the 
other 1s for the complainant only, and is ſuch as 

e cannot, I think, make the leaſt objection to; 
for he 1s left at liberty to take any one of the re- 
medies for the recovery of his tythe, to which he 
is now intitled, and is to have all his coſts, in caſe 
he recovers more than was adjudged to him by the 


juſtices: He may ſue in the eccleſiaſtical court, he 


ay bring his action at common law, or he may 
bring his bill in the Exchequer for a diſcovery, in 
the ſame manner as if this bill had never been 
thought of; but if any ſuch action or ſuit ap- 
pears to be vexatious, by his not recovering any 
greater value of tythe than what was adjudged 
him by the juſtices of peace, he is then moſt juſt- 
ly, I think, to pay coſts to the defendant. Then 
as the Quaker can never in conſcience ſet out the 
tythe himſelf, or cauſe it to be ſet out, and as the 
incumbent may chuſe to have his tythe in Kind, 
which he cannot poſſibly have at preſent, there 
is this remedy provided, a proper perſon 1s to be 
employed by the incumbent, who is impowered to 
enter upon the Quaker's ground and ſet out the 
tythe, which the incumbent may then remove at 
his pleaſure, 
Buy theſe regulations your Lordſhips mult ſee 
that the Quaker will be ſet free from that oppreſ- 
ſion and perſecution he is now expoſed to: If this 
bill paſſes, which I hope it will, he cannot here- 
after be terrified into the making a ſacrifice of 
his conſcience, nor can an avaritious incumbent 
oblige him to commute for ſuch a ſacrifice, by bri- 
bing him not to proſecute in any expenſive court; 
and whether the incumbent or any other perſon can 
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from theſe regulations receive any injury, will beſt 
appear by conſidering the objections that have been 
made againtt them. 

I do not know, my Lords, but there may be 
more reaſon to. ſuſpect the juſtices of partiality 


* than to ſuſpect the judges of his Majeſty's courts in 


Weſtminſter-hall, but I do not think they can be 
ſuſpected of more partiality than the judges of ec- 
cleſiaſtical courts. However, ſuppoſe the juſtices 
to be generally partial, what reaſon can be aſſign- 
ed for their partiality's being generally in favour 
of Quakers? There are many of them who 


are themſelves proprietors or tax-men of tythes; 


and as the complainant will always have his choice 
of the whole commiſſion of the peace for a county, 
he will certainly carry his complaint before two 


* juſtices, upon whoſe candour, perhaps, upon whoſe 


favour, he may with confidence rely; fo that if 
there is any partiality to be apprehended, it may 


juſtly be ſuſpected, that the partiality will be of- 


tener againſt than in favour of the Quaker, Then 
as no complaint for tythe is by this bill to be de- 
termined by the juſtices, if any matter of right be 
in queſtion, as no complaint is to be determined 
by them, but only ſuch as relate to the tythe upon 
a ſmall ſpot of ground, and for one year only, it 
is Certain, that the juſtices of peace are by the 
laws now in being made judges in many caſes of 
greater value than any ſuch complaint can be of; 
for conſidering the valt difference in the produce of 
lands between one year and another, it is impoſſi- 
ble to imagine, that one year's determination can 
be any rule for meaſuring the value of the very 
next year's produce, and much leſs for all ſucceed- 
ing years; therefore the value of the complaint 
or ſuit in which the juſtices are to be made judg- 
es, is not to be computed from the price the 


* tythe might ſell for, but only from what is then be- 


fore 
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fore the juſtices, which .is the value of one year's 
produce. 
I confeſs, my Lords, I have a very great vene- 
ration for our method of trial by jury; J have al- 
ways looked upon it as one of the ſafe- guards for 
the lives and the liberties, as well as the properties 
of the people of this kingdom; and therefore I 
ſhall always be for preſerving that method in all 
trials where any matter of right, or any matter of 
great value, comes in queſtion ; but T cannot think 
that method is ſo abſolutely neceſſary in cauſes 
where a trifling ſum only comes to be in diſpute; 
and in the caſe now before us, it would be quite 
uſcleſs to order a trial upon every occaſion; be- 
cauſe as the Quaker refules his tythe only for con- 
ſcience ſake, he will never conteſt the matter be- 
fore the juſtices, or oppoſe their giving ſentence for 
what he knows to be due by the laws of the king- 
dom: There will never be any diſpute before the 
juſtices, but when the incumbent and the Qua- 
ker cannot agree about the. value; and in ſuch a 
caſe, you may order that the two Juſtices ſhall re- 
port the affair to the quarter-ſeſſions, and that 
the caſe in diſpute ſhall be there tried by a jury. 
This will be but a ſmall and an eaſy amendment to 
the bill; it will be very far from making it a new 
bill; therefore it may be made 1n the committee, 
and yet I believe it will be the moſt material a- 
mendment the bill will ſtand in need of. 
* The known laws of the kingdom, or the ancient 
methods of the courts of judicature, ought not, 1 
acknowledge, to be altered, but upon the moſt 
mature deliberation : But, my Lords, our laws 
are not like the laws of the Medes and Perſians, 
they may be altered, they ought to be altered, 
when time, which is the touch-ſtone of eve ery law, 
and of every method of proceedings, has diſcover- 
ed, that it ſtands great]y in need of an alteration or 
amendment, I muſt ſo far agree with the noble 
Lord 
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Lord as to declare, that I ſhould not be for alter- 
ing an eſtabliſhed law or method of proceeding 
for the ſake only of a meer poſſibility, that an ill 
uſe might be made of it; but when there appears to 
me a great probability that an ill uſe will be made 
of-it, I muit be of opinion, that it is then high 
time to think of an alteration, and to contrive ſome 


method for preventing that inconvenience which is 
likely to ariſe. This is the caſe at preſent, it has 


been diſcovered to us, that a conſiderable number 
of our fellow ſubjects are expoſed by the laws as 
they ſtand at preſent, to be oppreſſed and perfecu- 
ted by others, who may find a particular and pri- 
vate advantage in doing ſo, and who cannot natu- 
rally be ſuppoſed to bear them any extraordinary 
good-will: Is this a meer poſſibility ? Is there nor 
the higheſt probability, that, where a man has a 
power to oppreſs, and can find an iutereſt or a ſa- 
tisfaction, or both, in ſo. doing, he will make 
uſe of that power ? And when a great number of 
ſuch men are inveſted with ſuch a power, is there 
any doubt to be made, but that ſome of them will 
make uſe of it? In the caſe of ſuch an apparent, 
I may ſay of ſuch a certain evil, are we to wait 
till numbers have been oppreſſed and ruined? And 
are we even then to inſiſt upon legal proofs of 
that oppreſſion ? No, my Lords, it was never the 
cuſtom of this houſe, nor I hope ever will: We 
have made many laws, we have altered many 
laws, for preventing inconveniences, without the 
leaſt proof that ever any ſuch inconveniencics had 
been felt. The late act for regulating the quarter- 


ing of ſoldiers was certainly ſome alteration of the 


law in that reſpect; and was made for preventing 


an inconvenience which had really never happen- 
ed. The law for burning witches, the law de He- 


retico comburendo were both repealed without any 


© legal proofs. It is ſaid they could never be uſed 


© without 
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without being abuſed; I ſay the ſame of expenſive 
ſuits againſt Quakers, for tythes that might have 
been recovered before the two next juſtices ; and I 
muſt think it almoſt as cruel to ruin a Quaker by 
ſuch expenſive ſuits, and thereby expote him to 
ſtarve or rot in a jail, as it would be to burn him 
for a Heretic, or to burn an old woman for deal- 
ing with the devil. The firſt and the ſecond of 
theſe cruelties, certainly proceed from the ſame 
ſpirit, and we find that the power of the devil with 
reſpect to witches, has generally kept pace with 
the power of prieſts over heretics. 

« I am convinced, my Lords, if it had been 
thought abſolutely neceſſary, we might have had 
many proofs of oppreſſions and perſecutions in the 
caſe now before us: Conſidering the nature of 
mankind, where there is fuch a handle for oppreſ- 
ſion, it is not poſſible to imagine, but that tome 
of thoſe many who might ule it, have uſed it. [I 
ſhall not pretend to find fault with the order your 
Lordſhips have made, but I muſt ſtill think, we 
might have got ſome information even from law- 
yers clerks, they could have told us a great many 
facts, and after we had heard them, we might 
have given what credit to them we pleaſed, and 
we might have formed ſuch a judgment upon them 
as we thought proper; nay, tor our farther infor- 
mation we might have called for thoſe particular 
records that had been mentioned : But could we 
expect or defire that the Quakers ſhould have 
brought before us authentic copies of a great num- 
ber of records, and that without any particular 
direction: Let us conſider what a vaſt expence this 
would have been: Let us conſider there is nothing 
in the preamble of the bill that required any ſuch 
expence; and we mult therefore conclude, that no 
prudent man would have put himſelf to ſuch an ex- 
pence, We have given them leave to produce 
evidence which they told us they had not, we have 


« reſtrained 


511 


A 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
4 
Cc 
c 
c 
c 
c 


c 
0 
c 
4 
c 
4 
4 
c 
c 


4 
a 
« 
c 
c 
4 
0 
4 
05 
6 
c 
4 
o 
c 
4 
4 


4 


512 


4 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1736 
reſtrained them from producing that evidence they 


told us they had; and now we ſay, we cannot al- 


ter the law, without proofs that a bad uſe has been 


4 


[4 
— 
* 
— 
c 
c 
4 
4 
o 
A 
6 


C 
0 
6 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
c 
C 
c 
C 
« 
C 
c 
0 
C 
C 
0 
t 
C 
C 
£ 


made of it as it ſtands at preſent. The method of 
recovering tythes before the juſtices of peace has 
been found ſo eaſy and ſo effectual, that, as it is ac- 
knowledged of all ſides, every wiſe and good-na- 
tured man has ever ſince choſen it: What are we 
then to do by this bill? We are to clip the wings 
of the unjuſt, the malicious and the oppreſſive : 
We are to take from them a power to oppreſs, a 
power to perſecute, becauſe they have made, and 
It is certain they always will make, a bad uſe of it. 
I am ſurprized, my Lords, to hear ſo many diffi- 
culties ſtarted againſt ſuch a bill. 

© But there is another reaſon, my Lords, why I 
wiſh you had heard fome of thoſe witneſſes the 
Quakers had to bring before you: They might 
have given us ſome account of the coſtlineſs, and 


of the extraordinary methods of proceeding before 


thoſe courts called ſpiritual courts. Theſe are the 
courts which are chiefly made uſe of to oppreſs the 
Quakers; theſe are the courts they principally de- 
fire to be guarded againſt. Theſe courts, *cis true 
are very ancient, but yet I muſt look upon them 
as a fort of relique of popery ; and it mult be ac- 
knowledged they are all founded upon the canon- 
law, which is a law I muſt call blaſphemous, ridi- 
culous, and obſcene. It muſt be acknowledg- 
ed to be blaſphemous, becauſe the canons of the 
church, or rather of the Pope, are thereby decla- 
red to be of equal authority with the epiſtles of the 
apoſtles: It is ridiculous in many inſtances, parti- 
cularly in this, that it requires three hundred wit- 


neſſes to condemn a Pope for any crime, and I 


think above ſeventy to condemn a Cardinal; thus 


it allows, that a Pope or a Cardinal may be guilty 


of crimes, and I believe they have always had their 


full ſhare of wickedneſs; but this law makes it im- 
| « poſſible 
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«. poſſible to puniſh any of them for the moſt flagi- 
< tious crime a man can be guilry of: As for its ob- 


« ſcenity, I do not think it decent to give in this 


© houſe my reaſons for calling it ſo, but it is well 
* known it is ſo. I make no doubt but the judges 
© of his Majeſty's courts in H:ftminfter-hall, think it 
their buſineſs to prevent oppreſſion. and vexation 
as much as they can, as well as to puniſh them 
© wherever either can be diſcovered ; and while thoſe 
© courts are filled with ſuch judges as they are at pre- 
«* ſent, I make no doubt of their doing their duty; 
© but I cannot ſay ſo much of the judges of our ec- 
« cleſiaſtical courts; and even in the King's courts, 
©. it is ſometimes impoſſible to puniſh apparent vexa- 
tion and oppreſſion, eſpecially in the caſe of tythes 
for though an action or ſuit ſhould be brought in 
either of thoſe courts, for tythes which might evi- 
dently have been recovered by a complaint to the 
« juſtices of peace, ſuch a ſuit will be allowed, I 
© believe, to be oppreſſive and vexatious, yet it 
* would be impoſſible for the judges to prevent or 
« puniſh the vexation. | 
It is, my Lords, a general rule already eſta- 
© bliſhed by all our laws, that no man ought to be 
« ſued in a ſuperior and expenſive court for a ſmall 
« ſum: There are proper courts eſtabliſhed for that 
« purpoſe, and there the plaintiff ought to take his 
remedy. Therefore, according to the known ſpi- 
rit of our law, we can do no injury to any man 
intitled to tythes, by obliging him to apply to an 
inferior court, in all caſes of tythes whgre no mat- 
ter of right comes in queſtion 3 becauſe, Where no 
«* ſuch matter comes in queſtion, the thing in ditpute 
cannot be of any great value. This cannot encou- 
© rage A RO to be more contumacious or litigious 
than before, becauſe they can never in good con- 
ſcience pay without a ſuit; and I hope it will be 
made no objection againſt the bill, that they will 
not hereafter be ſo often forced to make a ſacrifice 
Vor. XIII. EL « of 
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Hof their conſcience, as they have been heretofore. 
Ihen with reſpect to their ſolicitation, in order to 
prevail with the Juſtices to give a ſentence or de- 
eres for leſs than really due, it is certain no wiſe 
man among them will ſolicit any ſuch thing, nor 
will any juſtice who is their friend decree ſo; be- 
* cauſe the incumbent or proprietor of the tythe may, 
in that caſe, apply to the ſuperior courts with ſate- 
* ty, where be will not only recover the ful] value of 
the tythe, but will load the Quaker with all the 
« cofts: This will be a ſufficient bar to ſuch folict? 
tation or unjuſt decree, where the Quaker appears 
and oppoſes it; and if your Lordſhips think there 
is danger in the juſtices and the Quaker's combi- 
ning together, to fix the incumbent by the Quaker's 
© not uppearing, you may give the incumbent the 
fame liberty in this laſt caſe as he has in the firſt; 
© which amendment may likewiſe be eaſily made in 
© the committee. | 
With reſpect to the objection, my Lords, that 
jf the Quaker withdraws his tythes, and afterwards 
« refuſes to appear to be examined before the juſtices, 
* # will be impoſſible for the incumbent to find any 
* -witnefſes for proving the value of the tythes ſo 
< withdrawn, the objection is founded upon a ſuppo- 
< ſition, which is not, in my opinion, poſſible to be 
< ſuppoſed. It is impoſſible to ſuppoſe, that an in- 
* cumbent cannot find in his whole pariſh, cottagers, 
© ſervants, or other perſons who do not pay tythes, 
and yet can make a very good judgment of what 
might have been the produce of ſuch a ſpot of 
ground, ſuch an apple-tree, ſuch a number of cows, 
-< ſuch a number of ſheep, or any thing elſe that can 
be ſuppoſed to pay tythe, and their zudgments gi- 
ven upon cath will certainly, in ſuch a caſe of con- 
4 tumacy, be a good rule for the juſtices determi- 
4 tion; eſpecially confidering, that in caſe of con- 
t tumacy, they may and ought to take a latitude 


Which they: would not otherwiſe be intitled to: 


Nor 


« * 
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Nor can the Quaker be ſurpriſed with a diſtreſs 
upon his goods, before he hears any thing of the 


* 
4 


E270 


6 
4 
4 


complaint, without ſuppoſing a double perjury; 
firſt in the ſervice of the ſummons for his appear- 
ing before the juſtices, and next in the ſervice of 
the notice of the decree or acljudication : Such a 
ſuppoſicion is not very charitable, with reſpect to 
the incumbent who muſt be concerned, and againſt 
ſuch perjuries no man can in any caſe be ſafe, no 
law can fully provide; there can be no fafe-guard 
but the ſevere puniſhment of the perjury as ſoon 
as detected. | | 

Now, my Lords, with reſpect to the faults or 
inaccuracies found in the ſeveral paragraphs of the 
bill. I ſhall readily grant, that it ſtands in need 


of ſome amendments; perhaps the whole ſcheme 


may be wrong, though I cannot be of that opiri- 
on: But we ought to diſtinguiſh between the ſub- 
ject and the ſcheme of the bill; the former is cer- 
tainly good, the latter may be altered in the com- 
mittee, without making it a new bill. If the juſ- 
tices of peace are not properly or {ſufficiently im- 
powered to hear and determine all matters relat- 


ing to tythes, the words for that purpoſe may be 


altered, and more proper words inſerted, and far- 


ther powers granted in the committee. If the 


method preſcribed for compelling the appearance 
of witneſſes be not thought effectual againſt thoſe 
upon whom no diſtreſs can: be levied, a few words 
may be added for impriſoning, or otherwiſe pu- 
niſhing their perſons ; and as for the tything-man 
to be ſent by the incumbent, a few words may in 
that caſe likewiſe be added, for obliging him to 
ſet out the tythe in a certain ſhort time, and a 
proper remedy may be provided for preventing his 
doing injuſt ice to, or impoſing upon either party 


© concerned, and for obliging the Quaker to give 

* him a certain reward for his ſervice; but even as 

the bill ſtands at preſent, there is nothing in it for 
L 1 2 
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taking from the farmer the care of his own crop, 
there is no penalty upon his removing the crop 
without ſettting out the tythe, but what he was ſub- 


ject to before this bill was thought of; therefore I 


am ſure no Quaker can object againſt it: If the 
crop be taken away, and the incumbent does not 
recover the full value of his tythe by a complaint 
to the juſtices, he may then file his bill in the Ex- 
chequer for a diſcovery; but if he can recover the 
full value before the juſtices, I think it is moſt rea- 
ſonable to put ſome bar upon his going in ſuch an 
expenſive way to work. Turnpikes are always ſet 
up for. amending a bad road ; in this ſenſe the ne- 
ceſſity of applying firſt to the juſtices of the peace, 
may be called a new turnpike ; the road to juſtice 
is at preſent difficult, cumberſome and expenſive, 
and this new turnpike is ſet up to make it more 
paſſable, and leſs expenſive. I hope it will be 


agreed to, becauſe I am convinced it will anſwer 


the end. 


In ſnort, my Lords, it is hardly poſſible to form 
a bill but what may, in paſſing, ſtand in need of 
ſome amendments: It is abſolutely impoſſible to 


contrive a new law or regulation, = which 


ſome inconveniencies may not be ſuggeſted, Againſt 


this bill there are, I think, very few that can 


be reaſonably ſuggeſted ; and the amendments are 
all ſuch as may, in my opinion, with eaſe and re- 


© pularity be made in the committee, therefore I hope 


your Lordſhips will ſend it thither. The ſubject 
of the bill is good, the intention is chriſtian z ſome 
ſuch bill is certainly neceſſary : The very title ought 
to induce your Lordſhips; at leaſt, to try what you 
can do in the committee : If the reverend bench 
refuſe their aſſiſtance, if the two noble Lords, we 
have now the happineſs to have among us, refuſe 
being concerned, 1t will be a great misfortune, but 
ſtill we ſhall have the aſſiſtance of the learned 


be 
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be able to make it a perfect and an uſeful bill. 
The paſſing of ſuch a bill will become the dignity 


of this houſe, will become your Lordſhips, as 


the lawgivers of a brave and a free people, will 
become you as the proteCtors of liberty, and as en- 
couragers of that meekneſs, charity and forbea- 
rance, which are fo agreeable to the principles, 
and fo ſtrongly inculcated by the doctrines of 
chriſtianity. : 

Now, my Lords, is a proper time for endea- 
vouring to pals ſuch a bil] : There has been a time 
when all our biſhops, and perhaps all the clergy of 
England would have joined in their clamours, 
againſt any attempt for preventing perſecution, or 
for demoliſhing any dangerous power they might 
be poſſeſſed of; and would even have gone the 
length to threaten the members of our legiſlature, 
for being concerned in or countenancing any ſuch 
attempt : But we are now happy in a different ſitu- 
ation; for whatever ſome young people may 


think, our biſhops are now more chriſtian, and 


much more moderate than they were in former 
times: I have ſcen former times, and therefore I 
ſay ſo; I have ſeen a noble Lord of this houſe 
taken down in very harſh terms by a prelate, for 
calling Quakers Cliriſtians: I hope I may now call 
them ſo, without incurring any ſuch reprimand : 
They are certainly fo ; and in the courſe of this bill 
they have ſhewn themſelves ſo; for though they 
were not very handſomely uſed by the counſel 
againſt them at our bar, they returned no ſuch 
uſage : Though they were reviled, they reviled not 
again; and yet we know, that the counſel for 
them were very capable to have returned the ſame 
treatment; from whence we may judge they were 
inſtructed to the contrary : Therefore, my Lords, 
as the Quakers are our fellow chriſtians, and as 
they are a great body of innocent, induſtrious and 
uſeful ſubjects, though the bill were fo defective 
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c as to take away all hopes of making any thing of 


it in the committee, yet out of decency, and for 


the ſake of that regard which we are bound to 
* ſhew to the Quakers, we ought to refer it to the 
conſideration of a committee. 


The above- mentioned motion for committing the 


bill, was made by the right hon. the Lord Viſcount 


Harrington, and ſupported by the Lord Hervey, the 
Lord Carteret, the Duke of Argyle, and the Earl of 
Hay: On the other ſide, it was oppoſed by the bi- 
ſhop of Salisbury, the Lord Chancellor, the Lord 


_ Hardwick, and the Lord Lovel : But after this de- 


Earl of Scar- 
berouph's 
ſpeech, 


bate upon the merits of the bill, the following Lords 
ſpoke as follows, viz. | 


The Earl of Scarborough. My Lords, whether 
© any ſuch bill as the bill now before us be neceſſary 
© or not, ſeems now not to be the queſtion in diſ- 


pute; becauſe it is acknowledged of all ſides, that 


the bill now under our conſideration is a very im- 
perfect and incorrect bill, therefore, as it is ſo late, 
© I ſhall wave giving my opinion upon that queſtion. 
The only queſtion now before us is, whether we 
© 6ught to commit the bill; notwithſtanding its be- 
© ing ſo incorrect and imperfect; and the two chief 
< reaſons given for committing it ſeem to be, either 
in hopes that we may be able to amend it in the 
committee, ſo as to make it a bill fit for being 
< paſſed into a law; or that we ſhould commit it, 
in order to Ne our complaiſance and our tender- 
© heſs for the Quakers. 7 

As ts the firſt of theſe reaſons, my Lords, I 
t aſt lay; J quite . deſpair of our being able to 
© àmefid it in the committee; fo as to make it à bill 
© Fit for being paſſed into a law, ſince the two noble 
tand learned Lords have both declared, that they 
1 Grit wrickertake it: And as to our ſhewing out 
v Repare a Gat tenderneſs for the Quakers, * 


A.19396, DEBATES 


a 
- 
8 
c 
* 
« 
C 
4 
. 


* * 3 A 3 Lad 


„% ˙ P — ͤ mmh] »® BD D @ $:.Þ © 


I am deſirous to ſhew them as much eomplaiſanee, 
nay, as much favour, as any Lord in this houſe 
can deſire to ſhew them, yer, in decency to our 
own proceedings, I cinnot agree to throw away 4 
whole day upon any aff ir, when I foreſee that it 
can be to no purpoſe, eſpecially confidering its be- 
ing fo late in the feffion, when all the time we 
have will be neceſſarily employed about affairs 
which may, and ſome of them muſt, be brought 
to maturity, for which reaſon I muſt be againſt 
committing the bill.” | 


The Lord Bathurſt. * My Lords, I am for the 1 


commitment of this bill, for a reafon different 
from either of the two mentioned by the noble 
Lord who ſpoke laſt, for as to the amendment of 
the bill, I agree with him, that it is not to he 
expected: There are ſo many faults in it, that 
I think it impoſſible to amend it in the commit- 
tee, fo as to make it a bill fit for being paſſed into 
a law, | 

As I have, my Lords, taken great pains to 
conſider every clauſe of this bill, befides admitting 
every ſmall fault and every inaccuracy taken notice 
of by other Lords in the debates, I will venture to 
aſſert to your Lordſhips, that there is ſcarcely one 
clauſe in the bill which can ſtand unamended: It 
is now ſo late, being, I think, near ten o'clock, 
that I do not care to trouble your Lordſhips with 
many particulars ; but as the reverend prelate, who 
ſpoke early in the debate, ſhewed your Lordſhips 
very juſtly, how one clauſe in the bill might affect 
the Quakers, and render their condition worſe 
than it is at preſent, I can ſhew your Lordſhips, 
that by the ſame clauſe in the bill as it now ſtands, 
a clergyman muſt, in many caſes, come off a lo- 
ſer, let him take what way he will to recover that 


tythe which is juſtly due to him: In all caſes where 
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the Quaker, after notice given him, removes his 
crop, or any other produce liable to pay tythes, 
© without ſetting out the tythes, or waiting till the 
tything-· man comes to ſet it out for him, the in- 
cumbent has only two methods preſcribed for re- 
covering his tythe: One is by a complaint to the 
two next juſtices; in which method it may often 
be impoſſible for him to recover the value of the 
tythe ſo withdrawn, for want of proof, and there- 
fore, in all ſuch caſes, he muſt neceſſarily be redu- 
ced to the other method, which is, by action or 
ſuit in ſome of the courts in Wieſtminſt er- hall for 
double the value; but then, in this laſt- method, 
he is to recover no coſts; and therefore, even tho? 
he ſhould be able to find witneſſes to prove near 
the full value of the tythe fo withdrawn, and ſhould 
recover double the value of the tythe ſo proved to 
have been withdrawn, yet he may, and I believe 
will generally come off a loſer; for ſuppoſe the 
value of the tythe ſo proved to have been with- 
drawn, ſhould not amount to above two ſhillings, 
the incumbent, in ſuch caſe, Will recover only four 
: ſhillings, and in ſuing for this four ſhillings, the 
neceſſary coſts of ſuit on the plaintiff's fide only, 
will generally amount to above ten pounds; fo 
that, notwithſtanding the incumbent's being inti- 
tled, by this clauſe, to double the value of the cythe 
withdrawn, yet in all caſes, where he cannot prove 
that the value of the. tythe, ſo withdrawn, amounts 
to above ten pounds, he muſt neceſſarily come off 
a loſer ; from whence I muſt conclude, that if this 
clauſe, as it now ſtands, ſhould paſs into a law, it 
would be impoſſible for any incumbent in England 
to recover any ſmall tythe from a Quaker, unleſs 
in caſes where he could prove by witneſſes the full 
value of the tythe before the two next juſtices af 
peace. | 


4. This, 
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This, my Lords, muſt neceſſarily be a great in- 


convenience, and I could point out ſeveral others, 
but I ſhall not now enter farther into this matter: 
I will only tel] your Lordſhips my reaſon for be- 
ing for the commitment. 1 think it will be a day 
well ſpent, even though it ſhould make the ſeſſion 
continue a day longer than is now deſigned, ta 
conſider whether any thing can be done in relation 
to the eccleſiaſtical courts z for though the learned 
doctor at the bar ſaid, that none but the Quakers 
ever complained of the proceedings of thoſe courts, 
I am very fare I have heard them complained of 
by all mankind, clergy as well as laity, ever ſince 
I came into the world ; and that a reformation of 
them is much deſired by every man in the king- 
dom, who has not an intereſt in their preſent me- 
thods of proceeding. For this purpoſe, my Lords, 
and with a view to prepare ſomething againſt ano- 
ther ſeſſion, in order to put the proceedings of our 
eccleſiaſtical courts upon a better foot; and at the 
« ſame time to conſider, whether any thing can be 
done to ſatisfy the Quakers, without doing an in- 
« jury tothe clergy, I am for our giving up one day, 
* notwithſtanding its being ſo late in the ſeſſion, and 
am therefore for committing the bill? 
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After this the Lord Hervey ſtood up again, and 
ſpoke to the following effect, viz, * My Lords 
though many of your Lordſhips ſeem to be of opi- 
nion, that it would be of dangerous conſequence 
to take from the clergy, and other perſons intitled 
* to tythes, the privilege of ſuing Quakers in the 
King's courts; yet as moſt, who ſeem to be of 
that opinion, have declared a regard and a ten- 
derneſs for the Quakers, I ſhall, beg leave to 
take a little farther notice of that which ſeems to 
be the greateſt grievance upon the Quakers, I 
6 
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Lerd Her- 
vey s ſpeech, 


mean their being ſued in the prong courts, be- 


ips will be 


cauſe I hope none of your 
| « againſt 
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© gainſt giving them relief in that reſpe& ; for it 


« 1s certainly a great grievance upon them; and 
© the taking from eccleſiaſtics a power or option 
of ſuing in eccleſiaſtical courts, can be no injury 
© to any eccleſiaſtic in the kingdom, unleſs it ſhould 
be called an injury to take from a man the power 
© he hasof doing an injury to another. 

In order, my Lords, to ſhew that the ſuing 
© of Quakers in eccleſiaſtical courts, muſt be a grie- 
© yance upon them, I muſt beg leave to ſtate the 
* caſe, which I ſhall do in as brief a manner as I 
© can. Suppoſe the incumbent has a demand upon 
© ſome Quaker in his pariſh for tythes, Eaſter offer- 
« ings, or ſome ſuch cuſtomary payment, to the 


amount of two or three ſhillings, and that the 


© Quaker neither diſputes the value, nor the parſon's 


* * right to it: The incumbent knows, that if he 


© ſhould demand it as a debt due to him, the Quaker 
© would pay it without any conteſt ; or if he ſhould 
© ſue for it before the juſtices of peace, or even in 
© the King's courts, the Quaker would neither op- 
© poſe judgment's being given againſt him, nor 
5 — he any way obſtruct the executing of that 
judgment upon his goods; by either of which 
methods, the incumbent would recover his right, 
< without putting himſelf to any great trouble, or 
the Quaker to any very extraordinary expence : 
© But the incumbent having a mind to perſecute the 
Quaker, or having perhaps a private grudge a- 
* gainft him, or intending to raiſe a contribution 
upon him, ſends and makes a formal demand of 
* ſo much money for tythe or Eaſter-offerings, be- 
© cauſe he knows the Quaker cannot in conſcience 


comply with ſuch a demand; and upon the Qua- 


< ker firſt refuſal, he immediately libels him in 
the ſpiritual court, becauſe he knows the Quaker 
< cantiot in conſcience appear in any ſuch court, or 
* obry any of their orders or decrees: Upon the 
* Quakers not appearing,” he is of courſe excom- 

| | © municated, 
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municated, fo that, in order to prevent or relieve 
himſelf from the conſequences of excommunication, 
he is obliged to apply for a prohibition; and in 
order to obtain a prohibition, he muſt neceſſarily 
conteſt the incumbent's right to this tythe, Eaſter- 
offering, or other cuſtomary payment, though he 
be certain of being caſt upon the trial, and con- 
ſequently, of being loaded with all the expence, 
both in the ſpiritual and temporal courts, which 
muſt amount to a very large ſum, even in the 
cheapeſt and moſt ſubmiſſive way the Quaker can 
chuſe to proceed ; for the incumbent being ſure of 
recovering all his cofts at laſt will certainly op- 
pole the prohibition as much as he can, and will 
put himſelf to all the charge he can poſſibly find 
any pretence for. Thus your Lordſhips mult ſee, 


that a Quaker may be put to a moſt extraordinary 


charge, whenever the incumbent pleafes, and that 
without ny vexation or litigiouſneſs in him, but 
meerly for the ſake of preſerving the teſtimony of 


a good conſcience z and as this hazard or inconve- 
nience recurs every year, it muſt be granted, that 


the liberty of ſuing them in ſpiritual courts is a 
very great grievance upon them. | 

* But, my Lords, let us fee if the taking of this 
liberty or opt ion, from all perſons intitled to tythes, 
could be any injury to ſuch perſons ; and confider- 
ing that no Quaker can in conſcience. appear in 
any fpiritual court, we mult conclude, that no man 
can recover his tythe from a Quaker, by any ſuit 
he can bring in the ſpiritual court: He may, in- 
deed, get the Quaker arreſted and detained in jail, 
till he gives ſecurity to appear in that court, that 
is to ſay, he may make him a priſoner for life, for 
no Quaker can ever give any ſuch ſecarity ; but by 


no fuch ſuit can he ever recover what is due to 


him; fo that by taking away this liberty or option 
of ſaing Quakers in the fpiritual court, we take 
from no man a method, by which he can * 
; 6 his 
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* his property, but only a method, by which he 
may vex and injure his neighbour, in order to 
* compel him to oy contrary to his conſcience : For 
* this reaſon, I hope none of your Lordſhips will 
© oppole the taking of this liberty or option, from 
* all perſons intitled to tythes; and as this may be 
done in the Committee, by throwing out all the 
enacting clauſes now in the bill, and inſerting a 
« ſhort clauſe for this purpoſe, I hope you will there- 
fore, upon this account, if there were none other, 
agree to the committing of the bill,” 


Seconded by by This propoſition was ſupported and inforced by 


* 


* the Duke of Argyle, who among other things ſaid, 
© That the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt had made a 
« propoſition, which muſt, in his opinion, be ap- 
proved by every one of their Lordſhips, who was 


not againſt the ſubject or intention, as well as the 
* ſcheme of the bill. . 


Anſweredbly This was anſwered by the Lord Hardwick, TR 


the Lord 
Hardwick, 


= other things ſaid, * That he would have been 


very glad to have joined in any thing, for giving 
* the Quakers as much eaſe, with reſpect to their 
< tythes, as was conſiſtent with that property, which 
© others had in them, but he deſpaired of their be- 
ing able to do any thing that ſeſſion 3 and the pro- 
poſition the noble Lord had made, would not reme- 
* medy all the Quakers complained of, nor could it, 
in his opinion, be executed in the Committee for 
it would be neceſſary for them, before they could 
* draw up or agree to any ſuch clauſe, to conſider 
the methods of proceeding in moſt of the courts 
in Weſtminſter-ball, and to alter ſome of them, 
* which they could not pretend to do without a great 
deal of deliberation, And moreover, that in or- 
der to execute what was propoſed, it would be 
« neceſſary for them to drop, not only the whole 
: body of the bill, but a great part of the preamble; 


and 
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* 


and even the title would require to be intirely al- 
tered; in which caſe it could not, in any ſort of 
propriety, be called the ſame bill that had paſſed 
in the other houſe, and had been twice read in 
that: Therefore, he continued in his former opi- 


nion, and conlequently, was againſt committing 


© the bill. 


3 


The queſtion being then put upon the firſt motion, Pivifen. 


for. committing the bill, it was upon a diviſion, car- 


ried in the negative, by 54 not contents, to 35 con- 


tents, as follows, viz. 


Not Contents. 


Not Contents. 


The Lord High Chancellor. The Earl of Oxford, 


The Duke of Grafton, —-—— Strafford, 
— Beaufort, —— Harborough, 
| Leeds, Pomfret, 
— Ba Od, —ilminglon, 
Athol, — Malton. 
—— ara, | The Lord North, | 
—  —- Newcaſtle, — Butler of Weſton, 
— — Mancheſter. s wer, 
The Earl of Vortbampton,.— — Mont joy, 
Berækſbire, Maſbam, 
—Thanet, Foley, 
Clarendon, Romney, 
———Shaftsbury, el, 
-Litchfield, Hardwick. 
——— Abingdon, The Ld. Biſhop of London, 
———Scarborough, — — Durham, 
Warrington, Oxford, 
| Albemarle, Lincoln, 
Godolphin, Rocheſter, 
Merton, Hereford, 
Selkirk, Litchfield & Coven. 
Dunmore, — —Peterborough, 
w——— Ore, 


——— Chicheſter, 
| Sarum, 


PARLIAMENTARY A.1736. 
The Ld.Biſhop of Sarum, 'TheL Biſhop of Norwich, 


= Landap, — —Glauceſler, 
— 2 , =P Y Bristol. 
Contents. x Contents, 
The Duke of Richmond, The Earl of Tankervi/le, 
—- Marlborough, Filzwalter 
——— Rutland, — ing bam. 
— — Montagu, The Lord Viſc. Col ham 
——— Kent, Falmouth, 
Portland, —— 4. 
———}ridgewater, Minton. 
Argyle. The Lord Abergavenmy, 
The Earl of Pembroke, — Delawar, 
———Sufolk, Lovelace, 
Warwick, —Carterct, 
— Weſtmoreland, w—— Bathurſt, 
— —H/inchelſea, — Cogan, 
— — Cheſterfield, — K. ng, 
— Coventry, — 
Crawford, — Manſon, 
◻ Haudoun, — 
— - Lay, | 


